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The Ded'i.gate‘dv Life

BY MR. JAMES H, M'CONKEY

Geve your life to God, and God will USE your life.

O you remember that wondrous word in Romans 6:13,
D where the Spirit exhorts us to yield our members to

_ God ag instruments? Do you remember the margi-
nal meaning of that word “instruments?” It is “weapons.”
A striking figure, that, to yield yourself to God a weapon.
God: wants you to be a spear He can fit to His hand and

hurl into the heart of the enemies’ country. God wants you

to be a keen, glittering blade with which He may cut His
way through, the very hosts of sin. God wants you to be
a mighty battering ram that He may break down the battle-
* ments of sin. God wants us to be weapons. Do you recall
what Moses did with the rod in his hand? e did three
things. First, he brought forth water from the rock; sec-
ond, he opened a pathway through the sea; third, he smote
the kingdom of Satan as represented by Pharaoh. Give your

hfeto God and He wnll make to flow out,from it gtmmg( 3

s e »-(,.’ve Bl
God and He wxll cause that hfe to
men and women: Give your life to God and He will make
it strong to crush the power of Satan’s kingdom.

Do you remembflr that beautiful story in the Idylls of

the King, that touc
Do you rémember how he came down to the lake shore,
leaning upon the arm of his last faithful night, Sir Bedi-
vere, how he took his swdrdp Excalibur, and handed it to
the knight, saying to him, “Take it down to the lake shore;
cast it.info the water; watch what happens, and come back
vand tell me the result.” And Sir Bedivere took the blade,
went down to the shore of the sea, and hid it in the rushes,

- for he had not the heart to cast it away.: And then he

came back to the king with a falsehood. Straightway the
king bade him go again, and do his last behest. And there-
upon, again he went down to the shore. He scanned the

" marvelous sword, with'its keen edge, tempered blade, and

\hﬂt bedecked with precious stones of unspeakable value,
“and hé had not the heart to cast away the precious weapon.

~ So he hid it again, and came back to the king with the same

“lie upon his lips. And then the dying king, in hot indigna-
tion, -warned him that, unless he hastened immediately to
do his bidding, he would rise and put him to death with his
own hands. Upon that the knight ran with hasty steps,
picked up the blade, lifted it in the air, and hurling it out

over the sea, waited to see it sink. But it sank not. In--

stead there rose up from the bosom of the mere, a wWon-
drous, hand.
“Clothed in white samite, mystic, wonderf

whlch 1aid hold of the marvelous sword,’ brandilhod it three
. *times in the air, and then drew it-down into the quiet wa-
 ters beneath. The precious blade had not been cast away.
1t had only been taken back by him who first bestowed it

uopn the king.

¢ g path-opener to other »

ing one of “The Passing of Arthur?”

o the contents into my hands.

Oh! friend, as you sit here tonigh!
is beseeching of you lies before you
that blazing sword beside the falteri
ious it is! How strong! How
for the future! To give it ‘God, :
like hurling it to a place of
are mistake; For when you ¢
.into an enm:;hnx sea where it is
God's love and God’s will for your
up a hand, not “clothed with

the sea of God's great plan
weapon in God’s hands for
give your life to God,

scure, however insignific
surely-use it for

From the lips of
“A trying mishap had cc
broken out in the mission
the roof -was entirely consu
were at low ebb. Every d&lﬁ
work of the mission. The
evening, as wife and I
seemed as depressing as
we heard the patter of little
door opened, in came four
little ones. The oldest of
a knotted handkerchief in he

of earthly wealth—pen
tion coins. ‘“Papa and
very much, but all we hay
roof on the mission house.

A tear stole down the
story, and with faltering
they gave, my brother, b
it was so acceptable.

Ah, friend, our F¢
and exacting. He
compared with what
that we'know so little
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kneeled to pray, he dropped this sentence,

\d that was my message. I rose and walked down
t to take the train. As I walked, I pondered deeply

And then, above  the noise and clatter of the street
fic came to me the message, “You can trust the Man that
ed for'you.” I got into the train to ride homeward. As
f_ﬁ'ade I thought of the changes, the sacrifices, the disap-
ntments which consecration might mean to me, and—I
afraid. And then again, above the roar of the train
d the hubbub of voices came this message, ‘“You can trust
the Man that died for you.” T reached home and sought
- my room. There upon my knees I saw my past life. I had
been a Christian, an officer in the church, and a Sunday
School Superintendent for years, but had never definitely
yielded my life to God. Yet as I thought of the darling
plans which might be baffled, of the cherished hopes to be
surrendered and the chosen profession which I might be
called upon to abandon—I was afraid. 1 did not see the
better things God had for me. So my soul was shrinking
back. And then, for the last tie, with a rush of convict.
ing power, came again to my innermost heart that search-
ing message: “My child, my child, you can trust the Man
53 that died for you. If you cannot trust Him, whom can you
trust?”’ And that settled it for me. For in a flash I saw

absolutely trusted with all the concerns of the life He had
saved..

can trust Him to lead you in the path which is the very best

in this world for you. You. can trust Him to bafflé no plan
which is not best to be foiled, and to carry out every one

- Which is_for God’s glo i

irust Him to ask no obedience which will not end in high-

est blessing both for your life and the kingdom of God. . You

- ean trust Him to rob you of naught which is not for your
highest good, and to bestow in fulness upon you the riches
of His grace and love.—Selected.

PRAYER AND THE SHEPHERDLESS SHEEP

ACK of the great revivals under the labors of Charles
G. Finney was the spirit of prayer that prevailed in
a most unusual manner.

. 8pirit of prayer that prevailed in those revivals was a very
marked feature of them. It was common fer young converts

much so that they were constrained to pray whole nights,
and until their bodily strength was quite exhausted, for the

- upon the minds of Christians, and they seemed to bear about
with them the burden of immortal souls. They manifested
th&zreatest solemnity of mind, and the. greatest watchful-
ness in all their words and actions. It was very common

; ristians, whenever they met in any place; instead
g in conversation, to fall on -their knees in

ork in Rochester, in 1830, which Dr. Lyman

2d as the “greatest work of God and the

of religion the world has ever seen.” Of the

 preceding and during the me’eﬁng, Presi-
as follows: B WL

said much as yet of the spirit of prayer that

through a village some thirty miles east
t, jumped aboard to have a little conversa-
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u knowest we can trust the Man that died for

consecration might mean to my life, .and—I was -

‘Lord was going to do there.. He would say:

. poured out powerfully, so much so that so

that the Man who so loved me as to die for me could be

;Friend, you can trust the Man that died for you. You’

and youy highest good, You can

“day in prayer in my sta

“I have said more than once,” says Mr. Finney, “that the ;
to be greatly exercised in prayer; and in some instances so-

_conversion of souls about them. There was a great pressure: ‘' summer day in the early

t revival. When I was on my way to Roches- -
et minister whom I knew, seeing me

tion with me, intending to ride but
return. Becoming interested in com
his mind to go on with me to Rochest
but a few days when this minister

he could not help weeping aloud,
along the street. The.Lord gave ;
prayer, and his heart was broken. As

together, I was struck with his faith in

know how it is, but I seem to know
to do a great work in this city.’ The

away from the public services to ‘pray, be
restrain their feelings under preaching.” '*

Among others who were at Rochester di
ings, and assisted with their prayers, was
who had been licensed to preach, but whi
preach much because of the.spirit of pray
him, g

“The first I knew of his being at R
Finney, “was when a gentleman who li
west of the city called on me one day
knew a Mr. Abel Clary, a minister. I
him well. ‘Well,’ said he, ‘he is at my
there some time, and I don’t know ¥
I said: ‘T have not seen him at any
he replied, ‘he says he cannot go
nearly all the time, day and night
mind that I do not know what #
he can not even stand upon hi
on the floor, and groan and pi
astonishes me.’” I said to ti
Pleasg keep still; it will !
prevail’ ¥ -

Mr. Finney was a migh
having broken down, hi
On the homeward voyage h
the work. Feeling that his ow
and not knowing any othe
to take up the work, he

“My soul was in utte

P

tense agony, in view of
crushed with the burden th
no one on board to whon
word. It was the spirit
which I had often experie
never to such a degree, fi
Lord to go on with ‘His
such instrumentalities

speakable wrestling and
subject cleared up to my
that all would come ou
for me to do; that
go forward with His
part in it that He de
the course of his provid
Little did Mr.
be given by him duri
York Evangelist, in
week by week as they
revivals and lead 1
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 “Let the reader remember that long day of agony and
prayer at sea, that God would do something to forward the
work of revivals, and to enable me, if He desired to do it,
to take such a course as to help for the work. I felt
certain that my prayers would be ans ered; and I have re-
garded all that I havé since been able to accomplish, as, in
:a ve:-y important sense, an answer to the prayers of that
Y. 3 . ~
This account of another niglht of prayer is accredited to
Bishop Fowler: “We know a preacher who was appointed
to the charge of a church in Springfield, Ill. The church
seemed much depressed. Its life was at a low ebb. It was
. in the midst of the harvest, in hot weather. The pastor, a
holy man of God, announced on Sunday evening to a small
congregation of a score or two of persons: ‘There will be
_a prayer meeting in the church tomorrow morning at sun-
rise for the revival of the work of God, and for the conver-
sion of sinners.’ The people wondered at the notice and went
home. The pastor went up into his study, which was in the
parsonage by the Side of the church, and gave that night
‘to prayer. Just as the east began to lighten up a little with
- the coming day he had the assurance that his prayer was
answered, and cast himself down on a sofa for.a little rest.
Presently he awoke suddenly to see the sun shining on the
wall over his heads He sprang up and looked out of the
window to see how late it was, when he saw the sun just
rising above the horizon. Looking down into the yard by
the church he was overjoyed to see the church crowded
with people; and the yard full, and teams crowding into the
street for a long distance. God-had heard his prayer, and
had sent His Spirit out into the community, and there had
been no sleeping in Springfield that night. People in_the
country who knew nothing of the appointment got up in the
night, hitched up their teams and drove into towh and to
the church to find out what the trouble was. A good man
had taken hold of God. The prayer meeting began, and was
closed that night at about 11 o’clock. Several souls were
converted. A gracious work broke out and the community
was greatly blessed.”—The Holy Spirit Our Helper.

THE PREVAILING POWER OF A CHASTENED
HEART

ERY significant and searchi;lg, especially at the\pj;] -
ent time, are the words addressed to Daniel by the
angel of God, in Chapter 10:12: “Fear not, Daniel,
for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to
understand, and to chasten thyself before God, thy words’
were heard, and I am come for thy words.”- The negative
aspect of this solemn truth is well set forth in the Psalmist’s
reminder to himself: “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the

\_Lord will not hear me.”
ST L

There is, then, such a factor in the spiritual life as the
prevailing power of a chastened heart. On the human side
of prayer a chastened, humbled, believing heart is the secret
of acceptance with God. He delights to see His children
humble themselves before Him, not, indeed, in a posture of
abject fear, but in a spirit of simple, unaffected reverence.
Humility before God is sometimes advocated as though it
were something superlative in character; but, as a matter of
fact, it is only an expression of a sane and healthy perspec-
tive. We ought to be humble before Him, for He is the all-
knowing and all-seeing One, while we are ignorant and
short-sighted ; He is the all-holy and all-faithful, while we
are sinful and capable of the grossest infidelity. ;

It is commonly thought that a chastened heart is the
natural outcome of sin and unrighteousness; and there is a
very special sense in which this is so; but it may very well

™’
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desives to fulfilin us. Sin is B
mark; it is a complete
vin the face of the inexhs
fore, when we should ever i
- the Lord; and there can never arise
chastened heart will not be a fundam
spiritual life. SR
Why are we so weak and unpre
words of the Lord’s Messenger to Daniel
answer. Certain things must happen befo
be effectually heard. And the first is that s
hearts to understand the holy law, and th
the Heavenly Father. We have to give o
with a calm and peaceful determination. We
our thoughts through to logicaj conclusions,
act upon conviction. We have to fling
vagrant ideas that lead nowhere, and set
understand the ways of the Spirit. e
And the second thing is that we should
selves before God. What is it to chasten
many things. Bub it is, most emphatically,
thoughts, one’s taste,.and to refine one’s im
is accomplished, for the most part,
of our Lord’s command to deny one’
Him. There are other passages in
chastening proceeds from God Him
“As many as I love, I rebuke and
we read: “If he commit iniquity, I wi
rod of men.” But in the verse we g
wholesome self-chastisement that
,_,ﬁnt day that thou didst ch
tion of willing and eager co-o
Daniel set out to be the best that ¥
worked out his own salvation with
forgetting, we may be sure, that |
in him both to will and to do of Hi;
The understanding and chastene
in which the Spirit of God can wo
understands, and gladly seeks th
makes prayer a royal law of the
humble, earnest words mighty to
Grace.

. 2o
It is to be feared that the ¢
tion rather than the rule. There
life a jauntiness, a self-comp
ing. Penitence is not a pop
gateway to the rich and
chastisement, which is little
tance of the Divine judgment
among us. And yet we may ¥
feebleness in prayer may not
have not yet learned the real
of mercy. :
If we regard iniquity in o
hear us—much less answer us
the truth, but it brings home
need of a complete surrender
need the refinement of His
need the discipline of His co ta
need the purification and directic
What is valid for us is not
nation. It has been said a hund
be said again; until we set ou
of God, and chasten our unruly
of our words being heard by
His answering.—Life of Faith.
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. “Obey my voice,” Jer. 7:23.

THE TENDERNESS OF JESUS
Jesus Christ has shown in so many places in his Word,
and in so many ways, His tenderness in dealing with His
children. How tenderly He dealt with each of us when we
were in sin; how gently He drew us by His love unto Him-
self; how patiently He bore with us when we as babes in
Christ made go many faulty steps. How tenderly He chided
% nnd how lovmgly He wooed us on to new experiences of
‘ rd—3rrbo & that is ail yielded to Him. When
we were so slow to' learn, 80 dull to comprehend, and so stub-
born to yield, how patiently He bore with us. Even the test-
ings and provings have been in tenderness. How our hearts

swell with gratitude for His loving tenderness.
If His tenderness has meant so much to us how: gently
we should deal with our fellowmen. How prone we are to
become impatient and to think that they should do differ-

ently; but let us remember how patient our Father has.

been with us, how lovingly He has borne with our every
failing, how He has striven to draw us unto Himself. Then
sutely we will have a tenderness for those with whom we
come in contact. Oh, that we might linger at Hig feet and
ask Him to baptize us with such a spirit of tenderness that
our hearts will flow out in pity and helpfulness to'our fel-

~ lowmen.

; THE SIGHT OF HIM ]

. What so stirs the individual to purity, what so inspires

him to be holy as a glimpse at the immaculate Son of God— -

: glance at the One who never knew 'sin and who is pure
: '~ What so appeals to the highest and noblest with-
 sight of a high ideal? A low aim is death to the

from every viewpoint. What spiritual stagna-

ults from low standards for Christian living. We

d with ourselves just as long as we have no in-

Lne-uppé

planes tndthereaﬂsesadissaﬁs-

WATI.

sight of Jesus of Nazareth—the Hob
bad terms with the unholy lu’ev-—will

ing and Christ, likeness of character.

. A wrestling soul md:cates new ligh
said Paul was not a good man becauge
sea; but they were ignorant of spiriti
fact that the soul cries out for God mdi
has risen. We never know discord till we
robe of self-righteousness does not ‘appear
we behold the “seamless robe.” A glimpse
crush self and call forth the sentiment |
“Oh, wretched man that I am.” FEe

Oh, for the indwelling of Him who is
price of the abiding is a compl'eté aban
—the giving over to Him the reins oL
we see Him we never again will be p
attainments apart from Him.

Oh, to see Him continually! Ewvi
may be at the price of our own hum li
our every ambition may fall in atoms
cannot afford to retain anything that
Him. The sight of Him is far more g
besides. His presence takes the |
and victory that floods the soul
we see Him in perfect obedience

The call to arise and com:
passing by. And though
vet He looks upon us.

“hend the statement, “

come away?’ Do
Heavenly Bridegroom.
the love of our Fafhet
can so truly say, “M
True. it is that we
Him address us as “m
where in His Word:
heathen for thy bea
liness, which I had p
The Lord Jesus g
he not said, “You
trespasses and in sina,

;i rays of His love b

love.” " Does
Beloved?”

thé garments

e old self. someoueelsemdoourwork"r" i

- it makes us
. a consciousnes
llow unseotmrmin;bﬂity,ahosnatﬂ-

thepmnenu thenngeltha.tvz‘.' :

dissatisfied with our efforts.
s of the presence of the Divine
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lowship, that communion that makes the life pleasing to our - :
Father. And if pleasing to Him will it not be joy unspeak-

. able to us? - . 3

Remember that we will send Living Water in clubs of
five or more to any address for 50 cents a year.
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GIVING FOR OUR MISSIONARY INTERESTS
BY REV. H. F. REYNOLDS

AUL in thls part of his epistle to the young chutch
at Ephesus, takes advantage of the opportunity and
exhorts them, boldly stating that there are some things

which they, as followers of God and dear children, are not
to do. They are not to be deceived with vain words; they
are not to be partakers with fornicators, or with the covet-

8, or with the unfruitful workers of darkness; neither
are they to be given to filthiness or foolish talking, nor jest-
ing, but rather to giving of thanks. Furthermore, they are
not to be drunk with wine, but areto be filled with the
Spirit, which would give them a real experience so complete

5 ~with victory that they would want to talk to each other

about it, and sing about it; and with psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs, make melody in their hearts unto the Lord
for saving them. This would give them cause for “Giving
thanks always for all things unte God and the Father in
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 5:20); giving
thanks to God for giving His Son, and for all things that
came to them through Jesus Christ His Son, Lord over all,
and blessed forever.

Evidently Paul had in mmd all the good things which
came to them through Jesus their (and our) Lord and Sa-
vior in contrast to all of the bad things he had mentioned

which emanated from Satan and sin. There is a sense in

“Which everything that comes to an obedient child of God is
good. That is, it may work out for good; for Paul states
in another letter that “all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called according
to his purpose.” And in such a state of grace, or experi-
ence, one can give thanks to God for all things.

That which was the privilege and hence the duty of the
church at Ephesus, may be, and thank God, is true, of the
General Foreign Missionary. Board of the Pentecostal
Church of the Nazarene, which closed the tenth annual meet-
mg of the board, October 20, 1917.

5 1. The reports of the work of this board down across
the last ten years show a gratifying, healthful, and steady
growth on all lines and in all departments of its work for
‘which we do give thanks to God the Father of our Lord

‘Jesus Christ for all things that have been expetienced and

~accomplished.

2. The report of the general treasurer and secretary will
that the missionary year just closing has been one
the if not the best, of any year since the union of
eral independent holiness forces into what is known
tecostal Church of the Nazarene.

it is true that five Jnissionaries have had to re- -
account of severe illness, thanks be'to our
enabled us to send out sixteen new mission-

orce the work and to open one new. mission >

1, South America.
anding the homes of our misaionanes have

' by the death messenger entering therein ;

ing some of the precious children to be with the
great reasons to be, and are thankful, that -
bpen spared to the work.

the Lord and souls have been saved in
sfqtlons have had a much larger ingaﬂnet-

‘r_,/
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ing than others; however, spiritual progress has be

at every point of our outposts, for which our souls
magnify the triune God with abundant thanksgiving.

6. We are glad to note in the reports that some =
bmldings have been erected, and that others are in
process of erection, which will add’ greatly to the .
dence of the missionaries .and workers, in preaching and,
teaching the gospel message. It will also add much to the
health and comfort of their bodies, which surely calls
-another Psalm of praise and thanksgiving to God. =

7. The sending out of a good number of new missiv )
aries and the erection of new buildings for the
of the conditions of our.missionaries and workers has mac
possible from the fact that our church, Sunday schoc
Young People’s Societies, and their many friends, hay
caught the vision, and have been inspired, and enabled
loyally, and royally give to.the work which has been
taken for the Master. A splendid sum has been given,

 totals for all purposes over eighty thousand dollars, wh icl

will show an increase of over thirty thousand dollars n

than was given last year, which truly is among th

things, for which we should, and do most heartly

thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Chris
8. This marked and encouraging degree of si

all lines, instead of decreasing, or lessening our

bilities, has greatly increased our burdens

for our needs on every line have been m

church, and our many friends should not

of prosperity by a much greater outlay of
Therefore, as a church, let us not be
ent, or in any degree discouraged, b!
thanks to God for the success of the
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December 13, 1917

Rev. W. R. Cain is at Elwood, Ind., in a meeting to con-
tinue till Christmas. LT

Rev. Will H. Huff is in the closing days of a revival cam-
paign in Pittsburg, Pa,

Rev. John F. Owen will hold revival services at Alex-
andria, Tenn., December 12-23.

Rev. Andrew Johnson is at Odin, I, in a revival meet-
ing to continue till December 20.

Rev. A. C. Zeff is to conduct a revival campaign at Mont-
pelier, Vt., from December 13th to January 6th,

Rev. Joseph Owen is at Bellmore, N. Y., where he has
been holdllng revival services since November 29th. He
will remain till December 16th.

Make some of your friends a present of Living Water for
one year at 75 cts. Or you can make five such presents for
$2.50 on our club proposition.

Rev. John Norberry, who for many years has been pas-
toring the Nazarene Church, in Providence, R. I., has moved
to Brooklyn, N. Y., where he will be associated with Rev.
Howard Hopple in the pastorate of the John Wesley Naza-

rené Church.

The Lord continues to bless in our services here. I think
I have never had a better day than last Sunday. We are
studying the prophecies of the hook of Daniel, and God is
greatly blessing. There were six conversions at the evening
service Sunday. W. M. TIDWEELL,
Chattanooga, Tenn.

TREVECCA COLLEGE

This school is now under the auspices of the Pentecostal
‘Church of the Nazarene. Dr. C. E. Hardy, the President,
is pushing the battle along the line of definite holiness. De-
spite the pressure of the times and distress of the people
on account of war conditions the school is having good suc-
cess. The Lord has given us a most desirable student body.
The people at large are taking a deep interest in the school.
Through the energetic efforts of Prof. Strickland and Evan-
gelist E. C. Dees our farmer friends are richly replenish-
ing the larder of the school. ;

LIVING WATER

ence at its beginning with t
It has been pronounced
they were ever in. It was
that was poured out in ar
truly had the right’of way.
derfully swayed under his
in the lives of many that

The spiritual tide has been rising ever since the opening

of the school year. The real gevival wave reached us on
Sunday night, November 11th,jyhen at the close of a ser-
mon preached by Rev. J. J. Rye, the unsaved and unsanc-
tified found their way to the altar as edrnest seekers for the
experience desired. For ten days it continued without the
interest abating. Very little was done in class work during
that time, as the thing uppermost in the hearts of all was
either their own salvation or that of others. Brother Rye
did the preaching when it was possible to preach. - Several

nights altar services took the precedence of the preaching. -

Those seeking pardon repented in the good old fashioned
way. Old scores were straightened up and restitutions
made. Every student professed to be either saved or san-
tified during the meeting, who was not in either experi-
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P. R. NUGENT, BICHHOND, VA.

~4PREPARA’1‘ION FOR THE MESSIAH
]Lﬂssou FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1917
MAL. 3:1-12.
FN TEXT: “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven
J Matt. 3:2.
Ghnst applies this prophecy of ‘a “messenger” to
Baptist (Lk. 7:27, 28), who was to go before Him
irit and power of Elijah” (Lk. 1:17), and prepare
for Christ (as man’s Savior and therefore the ob-
ewv.4~ n’s faith), by calling people to repentance, for
" repentance must come before faith in the Lord for salva-
tion. John had what might be called an Elijah office. Mal.
4:5 with Matt. 17;11 indicate that this will occur again be-
fore our Lord comes again. Some think Elijah himself will
be sent back to earth, but it is possible, or probable, that
God will raise up some one who will be like John—a man
‘with an Elijah ministry. Lk. 2:46 recordsthe Lord’s being
. in the temple when He was twelve years old. In John (2:
- 18-25) we have the record of His public appearance and
‘the cleansing of the temple. The latter seems to be the

Ltair'ﬁ A -.i'n ;i:;‘w}ﬁ:i_'K

one referred to in this vérse. The “messenger of the cove-

nant” is the same as “the Lord whom ye seek;” that is, the

Lord Jesus.

. V. 2. Even though Israel delighted (v.1) in the com-
messenger they had to be awakened as to His charac-

2 would mean. “Fire” is ap-

ﬁ) God's law, and therefore refers to His justice and
: ﬁzhteousness—elements of His character that will be espe-
cially in evidence at His second coming though they were

of course, characteristics of His first coming so far as His

- personal life and teaching were concerned. So, as regards
Israel and Gentiles of these latter days, this question is a
‘practical one. When we contemplate the holiness and right-
- eousness of God and remember that Jesus is coming to judge:
the earth we need now to ask, “Who may abide the day of
‘His coming?” The people of Malachi’s time were either
those who returned to rebuild the temple, or their descend-
~ ants, and thought they were all right. But they were not
and needed awakening. The same is true now and the way

to abide the day of His coming is to be in line with Isa. 33 1% S

16—Isaiah’s answer to a similar question in v. 14. Only
0se who are truly serving God can stand when Jesus
“Sinners in Zion” will be “afraid” and “fearful-
* will take hold on the “hypocrites.” §
8, A0 A refiner is interested, wathful, patient and
qzh_' So Christ is» The Levites are to be reinstated
Lord’s service, but only after He has purged them.
in connection ‘with the tribulation days, the
“Jncobs trouble,” when many ungodly Jews, as
will lose theu- lives on account of the judg-

. 13:8, 9; Ezek. 5: 12), and thus be purged
'ﬁwsietent application of this truth of course
ple individually sand also collectively. Christ

er’s fire” in dealing with us spiritually than

ing with the tribe of Levi. Godsfurnaee R

ple. He chastens that we “niight be par-

ess” (Heb, 12:19). Alpd God ukes pleu-"
“th oﬂeﬂngs of clean people. -

's coming is not unto comfortonly God’s

judge.‘ 'The q.vil doers mentioned fn thla._‘f :

If God had changed from His pmmise Is;ae] wou
continued to exist. Their sms would have cu {

continue,
Vs. 7-9. Here are self-satlsﬁed smners,

of their robbmg God, they ask, “Wherein?”
once served God may begin to drift away,
of conscience, finally become unconscious o:
then, when told of that state, be surprised
Those Jews were like some professing Ch
to “return”” On the matter of tithing many ¢
for they have never obeyed God by paying
owed. Probably most of them would not
man. They are honest enough to pay the
doctor, etc., but they leave God out. Their !l
down when it comes to Him. They reg
refusing to pay the debt of the tither, to say
offering. And when they are told of
are apt to lose sometimes because some
as they treat God—refusmg to pay.

Vs, 10, 11. A command—"
“Prove.” Primarily, this refer
there is also a spiritual application
cannot buy blessings from God. it ;
to receive them.

V. 12. Israel was des
sults of God’s favor as well a
the only riie and Lving God. =
heathen nations would acknov
their blessed state. And if th
world would see a blessednes:
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