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2 LIVING

United States and Canada, has added hundreds of thousands of
dollars to the missionary treasury, and increased missionary zeal,

2. The Providential Openings.

“The stars in their courses fought for Cisera,” and they are
fighting for missionary work today. Dr. Dorchester, an authority
on statistics, declares that two or three centuries ago the Christian
nations controlled only seven per cent. of the world's population,
Today they control 82 per cent. of the whole world's population.
Anybody can understand how marvelously God has been weak-
ening the power of Roman Catholic and Mohammedan nations.
He has driven the Roman Catholic_powers out of Canada, out
of our Southern States, out of Cuba, the West India islands, the
Philippines and South America, and given a right of way to the
Gospel. ~»

Mohammedanism has been waning for nearly a century in
Europe, Asia and Africa, God compel-
ling her to give liberty for the accep-
tance of the Gospel to her subjects. God
has marched through India, eliminating
the East India Company by the Sepoy
rebellion, breaking the old barriers and
giving 300,000,000 people liberty to
receive the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Still more stirring is the story of how
God through colonial enterprise, explot-
ing ambition, and more secular agen-
cies has opened Africa and transformed
its whole black map until we laugh at
the ideas we had in our childhood.

Our Cod “fs™marching on, and we
are not even keeping step with Him.
“A great door and effectual” is surely
open o us.

I cannot stop to speak of the auxil-
farics of missio¥; the new transporta-
tion lines, the cable, the telegraph, the
highways of travel to heathen lands, the
protection of foreign consuls. God has ©
annihilated space and time and sent us
to give the Gospel as promptly as He has prepared the way,

3. The Encouragements Along Spititual Lines.

The Holy Ghost is just as busy as the agents of God's provi-
dence. Missionary revivals today are becoming the types of true
reviyal, putting to shame our got-up evangelistic machinery at
homes’ It is not strange that Mr. Ch with an ammy of
evangelists, backed by enormous cap and' vast co-operation
in all ichurches, should: be able to for a time a com-
munity, and a great many profess But it is strange
t.lululmenilq'omq.lﬁe'ritu should in a few years
lddﬁlﬂw&am'sdwwbq:buof leﬁi\riihnqﬁl‘
to draw them but the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is strange and
glorious that the most desolate anddiscouraging mission feld
on earth, among the Telugus should have a Pentecost ten years
leng and 100,000 souls gathered in sitfply in answer to prayer
through the Gospel of the Holy Ghost. Tt is glorious that among

such people as the proud Mmdurinmnd('-hilubyﬁniﬂﬂc,

preaching of the old Gospel in its plainest form, men should be
hnhmhﬁm.mdlhuemeeﬁwbmmﬁodiudwuphg

sational. It is’ stranger still that a people like the Koreans, 30
mm%hldmﬂn!mwmjmm
\ Mh&yhmﬁwwkmdmhmwofh
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sands into their churches and have faith to claim a million seuls.

God is working in heathen lands at a far more rapid rate than
He is in our home churches. Truly “‘a great door and effectual
is open’ unto us.

II. “There are many adversaries.”” Of course, the devil is
the first one. His lieutenants are the godless foreigners that live
in heathen countries, in civil service and in business, where many
of them are a menace to every thing that bears the name of Chris-
tian. Along with the kind of men we send is the rum and the
opium and the agnostic literature and French novels thal are
poured into the Oriental world by the greed of England and
America. These are the adversaries that fill our hearts with
shame and against which we can only pray. '

Another adversary is the extraordinary . revival of Mohamme-
danism and heathenism. They are imitating our missionary
methods, They are holding their street 3
meetings as we do, singing’their songs
7| sometimes to our tunes, trying to beat us
0| trying to borrow the Sword of 1 3
to fight his battles. And he is
': well.
A remarkable book has rec

them in some other way. Do you wone
retrenchment in these societies? D
this spring was a quarter of a n
thousand dollars a year?
at home on furlough. Do
Christianity is no better than
send the Gospel to them? The
(hnurlﬂvm&‘gz‘t
a gospel. [t is as wrong to send
to preach it yourself. =~
These things create a need

Give them that old Gospel of 3
Thank God there are & few people

the Church of God today. Tt is a tim
gance. A woman said to me the other day
rich men are money-mad, and some woms
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Business men, have you found your calling? O,
sums the world can get for its plans and enterprises!

the vast were saved. The caplain was taken bruised and bleeding 1o the

hospital, and when at last he rallied all he said was, *“Were any
Then there is the religious selfishness that keeps the Gospel of the babies lost?" He put himself in the breach.

for yourself. Do you know what would be the proportion of Some of you have given something,
ministers in Maine if you were treated as you treat the heathen?  selves? Wil you say, "
Five in the State of Maine and two in Boston, And yet we the world, send me.”

have more than one minister to every seven hundred, while the There always comes to me at these missionary meelings not
heathen have one to every quarter of a million. Is that fair? ghe vision of the poor African, not of the poor Chinese, not of
What does the Lord think of our religious selfishness? the poor Hindu, but the vision of my Lord crying for help. That

Do you know what ninety millions of man of Macedonia that called, “Come over and help us" was
missions? Ten millions of dollars. That i5, just eleven cents

Jesus, the Man of Calvary. The men of Macedonia did not

a head per annum. want Paul when he came, but Jesus did.  Jesus was over there
Someone asked a Scotchman why so small a coin as a farthing trying to save them, preparing them for the Gospel, and He
was ever made. He replied, " T help Scotchmen to be able wanted “help and He cried, “Come over and help us.” Be
to put something in the collection.™ loved, Jesus is not on the throne merely. Jesus is in China.
A quaint Indian chief when converted used to say in missionary Jesus is in Africa. Jesus is in India, and He needs you. What

meetings: "“There 1s a gentleman here tonight who is very modest. shall your answer be?—The Alliance W eekly,
He likes to keep in hiding. He is a very nice gentleman and has

great influence.  But he is very modest. His name is Mr. Gold.
You hardly ever see him in a missionary offering or a church
collection. Mr. Gold, come out, and help us in this great work.
Look at your little brother, Mr. Silver. See how busy he is!
And your other little brother, M. Copper, how he spreads all
over the collection basket. Come out, M. Gold, and Jet us
¢ you. Or, if you cannot come yourself please send your shirt,
that is a good ten-dollar bill, a banknote.” That was the way a
converted Indian saw the selfishness of modern Christianity.

There was a woman onec that gave all and the Lord's heart
throbbed with such joy-that He gave commandment that all the
world should hear it to the end of time, the sacrifice of one who
loved Him well enough to give her all. Beloved, how much
sacrifice is there in your giving ?

We do not ask you today to give your loose change, but we
ask you today to sit down and think a whole year long and enter
into a covenant with the Lord to go home with you and help
you to save and sacrifice until you multiply your ability this
morning by 365 days.

I have heard of a Kru girl on the coast of Africa who brought
as a Christmas present to the mission niety cents in a great ban-
danna handkerchief, The missionary asked where she gol so
much money, and she told him with a shining face that as Jesus
lived and died for her che thought she would just like to live and
die for Him, and she sold herself as a slave to a planter who
Bave her ninely cents for her life-work in his fields. Beloved,
shall we be true 1o the call of sacrifice? Shall we let the Cross
of Jesus speak to us, or shall we go back to ignable selfishness
I must close by an appeal for something better than your
gifts. God wianls you, young man, in your prime, you young
student who have been looking for a vision of success. Oh, there
15 no field so imperial, no work so glorious, as the missionary
work. None of our missionaries today would undo their lives
if they could, God wants you, my brother, my sister.

In New York, a winter ago, a little harbor boat was struck
a ferry boat and a greaf hole cut in her side, and she began
rapidly 1o il with water. There were a number of passengers
on board, especially children and women. The captain gave
orders to rush her to shore as fast as steam could carry her. But
the water came bursting in and the ship was sinking, Everything
that could be thrust into the great rent was put there. Finally,
the captain, a noble Norwegian, when he saw all this was un-
availing, flung himself into that great hole and succeeded in beat-
ng back the waves until they reached the dock. The people

-

but will you give your- 3%
Lord, if you can wse me to evangelize ~od

Americans are giving to

]\_\'
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Quite soon after the blood of Christ cleansed my heart, [ began
to read the Guide to Holiness, and the books and booklets written
by ils editor, Mrs. Phebe Palmer, of New York City.

The first time 1 went to New York I called to see her. 1
wanted a look at the woman who had had the courage and skill
to hold a winning controversy in the church papers, with one
of the strongest of the Eastern D.D."
United States and Great Britain, proclaiming in her clear, plain,
incisive way, that every responsible human being who surrendered

s, and to go all over the

WATER i

of conflict between the human and divine; but those

broken through similar barriers can casily supply the lack
information; for human nature is the same at hlu. whether it
sings bass or soprano, wears pants or skiris.

She took up her task, and plodded through it, day alfter
year after year, her kind, strong, unselfish husband sténding by,
and holding up her hands when the battle was heavy and

The first time I saw her at work was on the Dixon District
campground, in Northern Illinois.

My Great-Heart and [ hadgmmrmﬂubhdrh and
the Lord, who had used her to win 20,000 souls to the
during the four years in the Old World, was with her in

She taught preachers, teachers, wise and unwise.
cepted the truth; but some stumbled over its simplicity.

The head and front of her offending was her asse
instantaneous acceptance by the Lord of the offering
seeker believes he has given all. Feeling or no %
believe that the Lord has received all for which He h:
in the surrenderof which He has graciously helpes

One preacher, a good, easy-going ¢
excellent morals, which he was not ashi
those of the "Holiness people,” declared
heresy. One had to believe that he had
he had not yet received, in order lo g

**I will not believe a lie, for the in
to get anything of the Lord!™

To see how she would answer
Mrs. Palmer.

“Oh, I never teach that]™
of her nimble, lonal or,

‘and showed its” fal

tions thttwu&of H-._
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Glimpses of Gethsemane

A SERMON BY C. H. SPURCEON

“When Jesus had spoken these words, He went forth with
His disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into
the which He entered, and His disciples. And Judas also,
which betrayed Him, knew the place; for Jesus ofttimes resorted
thither with His disciples.” (John, xviii, 1-2.)

I. View the Place—Very Dear to Christ—2. Imilale the
Saviour—Seek Retirement—Prepare for Suffering—3. View
the Disciples—Unwatchfulness—4.  Take Waming from
Judas—Betrayal a Dreadful Sin.

Our Lord knew that on that particular night He would be
betrayed into the hands 2

of His enemies; and,
therefore, He would
need to be prepared, by
a special season of de-
votion, for the terrible 3
ordeal He was about to g
endure. That passover
night was a night to be §
remembered on this ac-
count, and He would,
therefore, keep it par-
ticularly sacred; but it
was to be made still
more memorable as the <
time of the commence- ©
ment of His passion suf-
ferings,- so- He deter-
mined to' spend the
whole night in prayer to His Father. In this act He reminds us
of Jacob by the brook Jabbok ; when he had to face trouble on
the morrow, he spent the night in wrestling prayer; and this
greater Jacob spent His night not by Jabbok, but by the black,
foul brook of Cedron, and there wrestled with mightier power
cven than the patriarch put forth in his notable night struggle
with the Angel of the Covenant, I want you to Iry, in thought,
10 go as far as Gethsemane, and I think you ought to be encoiir-
aged to go there, because our text says, "“Jesus ofttimes resorted
thither with His disciples.”

I And, fint, so far as we can in thought,
LET US VIEW THE PLACE.

I do not wasnt to find out exactly where Gethsemane was; it
is enough for.me to know that it was at the side of Mount Olivet,
and that it was a very retired spot. My conception of it is the
result of having for many winters resided in a little town in the
South of France, where olive-trees grow to perfection; and
where, on the side of the hills, I have often sat me down in olive
gtoves, and-1 have said to myself, “‘Gethsemane was a place just

. like this.” I am sure it was so, because one olive garden on the
side of a hill must necessarily be very like another. The hills
are lined out in terrace above terrace, each one seldom above
cight, ten or twelve feet wide; then you rise, say, five, six, seven,
or cight feet, and there is another ferrace, and so on right up

CETHSEMANE

1]
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&ebﬂl;andmﬂmeumoulhebmﬁfnlnlim
'Oneoflhec!\amofmolhﬂalimofdlltiﬂ'
500D as you get into it, you may sit down

bank at the back of the terrace,—perhaps in
are sheltered from the wind: and you will be completely hidden
from all observors. Ihnvehadpetmn'ltilgvﬁlhila
of me, of whose presence I had no idea. One
when we had been spending a little fime in prayer
saw what appeared to be

AN ENGLISHMAN'S TALL HAT

moving away, at a little distance, just above one of the terraces.
By and by, I recognized the head that was under the

hat as
that of a Christian brother whom I knew, and I found that he
had been walking up and down there, studying his ;
the aftemoon. He had not noticed us, except that he
some sounds that seemed to him like prayer and
reason for Christ's going to that particular garden

ily &
not know whether you feel the same, but I ean .
in one place. There are certain spots where
I draw near to God; there is some asso
them, of former interviews with my he
the old armchair to be the very best place:
Se, mﬂihil.hslvburlqmd !
oftentimes resorted thither with His disciph
makes that the sacred spot where His last
poured out before His Father,

THAT WE MAY IMITATE HIA

And, first, our blessed Lord is to be imite
frequently sought and enjoyed retirement.
life; He had much more to do than ”“'
found abundant time for private prayer,
than any of us are, yet He realized His
and meditation. He was much wiser than
He felt the necessity for nhrngnhm
His Father. He had much power over |
control and compose Himself f-lt-t _
yet, amid the distractions of the world, He |
frequently get away alone. It would be w
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more often alone; we are so busy—so taken up with this or that
committee-meeting, working-class, Sunday-school, preaching, talk-
ing, visiting, gossiping,—all sorts of things, good, bad, or indif-
ferent,—that we have no leisure for the due cultivation of our
spiritual life. 'We rush from pillar to post, without proper time
for rest; but, brothers and sisters, if we want to be strong, if
we mean to be like Jesus our Lord and Saviour, we must have
our Gethsemane, our place for secret retirement, where we can
get alone with our God. 1 think it was Luther who said, "I have
a hard day’s work before me today: it will take me many hours,
and there will be a stem struggle, so I must have at least three
hours’ praper, that | may gain the necessary strength for my task.”
Ah! we do not act in that wise fashion nowadays: we feel as if
we cannot spare the time for private prayer; but, had we more
communion with God, we should have more influence with men.
But our blessed Master is especially to be imitated in that He
sought retirement when He was about to enter upon

THE GREAT STRUGGLE OF HIS LIFE.

Just then, when Judas was about to give the traitor's kiss,—
when scribes and Pharisees were about to hound Him to the cross,
—it was then that He felt that He must get away to Gethsem-
ane, and be alone in prayer with His Father. What did you
do, my dear brother, when you apprehended trial? Why, you
sought out a sympathizing friend. I shall not blame you for
desiring the consolations of true friendship, but I shall not com-
mend you if you put them into the place of communion with God.
Are you even now dreading some approaching calamity? What
are you doing to meet it? I will not suggest that you should neg-
lect others, but I would admonish you that the first and best
precaution is to get away to your God in prayer. As the feeble
conies find their shelter in the solid rock, and as the doves fly
away to their home in the dovecot, so should Christians, when
they expect trouble, fly straight to their Cod upon the wings of
fear and faith. Your great strength does not lie in your hair,
else might you feel as proud as Samson was in the days of his
victories; your great strength lies in your God. Wherefore, hie
away to Him with all speed, and ask from Him help in this your
hour of need.

Some of you pray when you are, as it were, at Calvary, but
not at Gethsemane. I mean you

PRAY WHEN THE TROUBLE COMES

upon_you, but not when it is on the road; yet your Master here
teaches you that to conquer at your Calvary, you must commune
by wrestling at your Gethsemane. When as yet it is but the
shadaw of your coming trial that spreads its black wings over
you, ery unto God for help. When you are not emptying the
bitter cup,—when you are only sipping the first drops of the worm-
wood and the -gall, begin even then to pray. ‘“‘Not as I will,

- but as Thou wilt, O my Father!” You will thus be the better

able to drink of the cup to its very dregs when God shall place it~
in your hand, . '

It is prevailing prayer when one gets as far as that; a man is
prepared to die when he knows how to present that petition. That
is the best preparation for, any cross that may come upon your
shoulders. You can die a martyr's death, and clap your hands,
Mhlﬁemiﬂnofihin.ifmun.wiﬁnllmnd.mn,
pray as Jesus prayed, “Not as I will, but as Thou wilt” This
is the object which I set before you, my brothers and sisters in
C T—lhttiflmuumichu—ifmm,hui.
lm.uelnlidpuh.buum—ifmmd:u&.
t this be your great ultimatum, go to God now, in the

g s T : e : —r—
R ™ = R . ¥
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time of your distress, and by mighty prevailing prayer, with such
prayerful sympathy as others can give you, breathe but this one
petition, “Thy will be done, O my Father! Thy will be done;
help me to do it; help me to bear it; help me to go threugh with
it all, to Thy glory. Let me be baptized with Thy baptism, and =
drink of Thy cup, even to the dregs.” N
3. Now, in the third place, let us view

THE DISCIPLES IN GETHSEMANE,

by way of instruction to ourselves. All Christ's true followers
have to go there: some have only to stand at the outside gate and
keep watch; but His highly-favored ones have to go into the denser
gloom, and to be nearer to their Lord in His greatest agonies;
but, if we are His true disciples, we must have Mm
Him in His sufferings. L% N
Our difficulty is that the flesh shrinks from this tri
like the disciples, we sleep when we ought to watch.
time of trial comes, if we get depressed in spini
apt not to pray with that fervor and vigor whi
ness would have begotten; and when we come
of what the Saviour endured, we are too apt to
by it rather than stimulated by ity and so, when
He finds us like the disciples, “‘sleeping for sorro %
gently said, *The spirit indeed is willing,
but I do not that one of the disc
for himself. 1 feel, if T may judge them £
should always have said, “I never can forgive
sleep that night; how could I fall asleep w
with me’? And when He came aj
bloody sweat, and with that disapg
nance, said, “What, could ye not watch w
could T go to sleep a second time? and
sleep a third time?”  Oh, methinks that Sime

MUST EVER HAVE REl
that his Saviour said to him, “‘Simon, ¢
Me one hour?” That question 3
life; and James and John must

and sisters, are any of mm
—while Christ's Church s sufferit
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4. Now I close with a word of waming which T have almost” AN RD p"lsﬁl
anticipated. Let us, in thought, go to Gethsemane 1o Al la L IT‘:;A d:M e g
wi—the o oscs, Sermon on the Mo

TAKE WARNING FROM JUDAS, maxims of present-day rationalistic philosophy, as well s
Let me read to you the latter part of the text: m'dr"“d" rules of conduct—command from withe
“Judas, also, which betrayed Him, knew the place; for Jesus CO'PFl FeStTains from within. Laws come to us as an exii

ofttimes restored thither with His disciples.” * Judas, also, which "7ty laying upon us burdens of obligation, witheut

betrayed Him, knew the place.” Yes, he had probably, many ' “ill t© obey that which it approves. We may mistake
times, been there all night with Christ. He had sat with the P™®al for obedience. Many men accept the Sermon on
other disciples in a circle round their Lord on one of those olive.  MOUIL. for instance, as the Christianity which they professs bu
clad terraces, and he had listened to His wondrous words in the B¢ Sermon on the Mount is a law, mere spiritual than that &
soft moonlight. He had often heard his Master pray there. Sinai, and more difficult. The effort to regulate life by

Judas, also, which betrayed Him.” had heard Him pray in S¢™on 00 the Mount, because of s inward scrutiny

Gethsemane. He knew the tones of His voice, the pathos of 1180 demand for purity and righteousness of heart, if the

His pleading, the intense agony of that great heart of love when D¢ made apart from Christ, is certain to result in the s

it was poured out in prayer. He had, no doubt, joined with the ©f 1e8al obedience—an intensified vense of sin wnd guilly

other disciples when they said, “‘Lord, teach us to pray." Yo l.elf-mndamfntim, and a conviction of inability to
I can hardly realize how terrible will be the doom of those 'be tprings of “'m“ by the effort of M .((.'-

who, after making a profession of religion, have prostituted their npein 'frm mt!ua. the rencwed wﬂI that is brought nto ha

knowledge of the inner working of the Church of Cod, and made ™ w:_lh the will ofl God, of which the Sermon on the |

it the material for novels in which Christ's Gospel is held up to '’ Pighest cxpression. We may approve the

scom.  Yet there have been such men, who have ot been con- T the Cross, but ualess we .w? the e

tent to be like birds that have fouled their own nests, for they E:e Se:mun Whm = v iy nu&"‘

rave alio gone forth, and tried also to foul the est of every be- poc, eh ith Him in newness of life the
lieving heart that they could reach. ount is no longer an external command; it

pression in life of the new nature which we h

WHAT A DREADFUL THING Gvd:hm“d! Jesus Christ.—From “The Cu
it will be if any one of us here should know the place, and there- Lie. :
fore should betray the Saviour! Do you know the place of We want religion which softens the
private prayer, or do you think you do? Do you know the place  of melody, and flls the eye with suns

where men go when the shadow of a coming trial is looming Patient exclamation and harsh rebuke; a

belore them? Do you think you know something about fellow. defereatial to superiors, considerate to

ship with Christ in His sufferings> But what if the greed of gold 89¢% into the family, and keeps the b

should overmaster in you, as it did in Judas, such natural attach- When the dinner is late, and keeps the

ment as you feel towards Christ and better things? And what the huband tracks the newly-washed flo

H even Gethsemane ‘should, like a pit, open wide its mouth and makes the husband mindful of the scrap

swallow you up? It is terrible to contemplate, yet it may be keeps the mother patient when the W

true, for *“Judas also, which betrayed Him, knew the place.” 1 d"‘_ l:hildrm. as well as instructs them; |

cunnot bear to think that any one of you should be familiar with besides paying them prompily; projects the
the ins and outs of this tabemacle, and yet should betray Christ, I“"_St’ o, and makes the happy ho !

—that you should be one of those who gather around this com- bf“;:‘ . b‘::‘ “‘,m': tender

murion table, that you should be familiar with all the loving and ©f the ripening ot

tender expressions which we are wont to use here, and yet, after behﬂ.m the ruts and "”’.“d rocks
all. should forsake our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Pass the *ensitive souls who are traveling over

?m:-ipl?‘ question round, and each one ask it, “Lord, is it I?

st D"

&

If we attempt to come before God

as s mfufiih’ditor?' oI GOU 10 DE AIWa His face will turn away from our pra)
he nature and glory of man to be always rece enter into His gates with thanksgiving
God make us for> We have been made to be If we approach the gates of mercy

into which God ean pour out His life, His be: prlin.wwi“indthmlochtlnd- .
His love.  We are created to be each a recept “‘prayers: although they may be loud an :;
ir of divine feavenly life and blessing just as voice to amswer. Our confessions may be
put into us. Have we understood this, that our demonstrations like the false prophets
object of our creation—is to be always receiving? They may be accompanied with great
into this it will teach some precious things, sacrifices, but without charity, they will
utter folly of being proud or conceited. What an ide ing brass or a tinkling cymbal. We
e AL TS T & to feed the poor and give our body to
Therefore, hold Thou me up, O Lord, and I shall be safe: 1. 4 probteth nething. . (Sea LG
h’"“’“”dﬂmﬂ.fﬂrﬂydurﬁm'anie. Amen. we come to God with thankful hearts
—Christian Herald, London.  he word of God, fire will fall on the &
did in answer to the prayer of Elijah in
Youth without faith is a day without sun.—Onida. prophets.—S. B. Shaw. :
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Few realize the subtle power that money has. The oft re-
peated remark that “The love of money is the root of all evil,”
passes in at one ear and out at the other. But how few give serious
thought concerning their attitude toward money. The love of it
grows silently but so rapidly that it soon weaves a mighty cable
around its unsuspecting victim. It is more difficult to rescue a
man who has sold out for money than from most any other sin.

Howuflanisilﬁwmeﬂnll}naﬁﬁnoflhedmrd\lu
controlled; not by the spiritual members, but by a few rich men
who hold the reins of power, Even those churches where the
Bishop has the appointing power, they do not hesitate to dictate
to the authorities as to whom they want. One of the marks of
present day apostasy is the fact that men are so often selected
for official positions in the church without regard to their spiritual
equipment but rather on account of their commercial, political or
intellectual standing. These things may rate high in the Church
of God. As long as the leaders of the merciless combines fig-
ure prominently in the church, the masses will be puzzled to know
how such conduct can be harmonized with the teaching of Christ.
But it is the case in many ecclesiastical circles that **Money cov-
ers a multitude of sins.” It was a sad day for the Church when
her work was placed in the hands of the covetous money getter.

Welr!notﬂlummﬂullllemﬂﬁomw'llmm
ly structures as houses of worship is the best investment. That
they should be large, comfortable and with a measure of orma-
mentation, we readily grant, but is it not true that a great deal
that is expended in the building of churches is in a spirit of vanity
to gratify pride rather than to glorify God? Mr. Wesley ad-
vised against expensive church buildings, arguing that such could
ubluefemdbylhehelpofthgrid\.udlhnfwthd:y&
would be too much dominated by that influence.

Those who are to witness for Christ, both in life and doctrine,
must beware of the money god. Abram would not let the King
of Sodom maké him rich, and shortly afterwards the Losd ap-
peared unto him saying: “I am thy exceeding great reward.”
mWnrldilwmiulopqtheahwrh'lwhpmﬁdeditun
Mtelmnolluu. It was the love of money that ruined
Baalam. Gehazi, was smitten with leprosy because he had first

 with such a selfish grasp that he sold his Master for Tess than
$18,00. Demas, though at one time a beloved fellow-worker

with the great apostle, returned to the purple clad hills of Mace-

WATER January 4; 1912,
donia, perhaps to take his place again in some quiet retreat in the
classical city of Thessalonica. Whether it was money or some
other sensual idol that drew him thither, we know not.

In contrast with this, how striking the example of Luther
When one of the Popes asked a certain cardinal why they di
not stop that man's mouth with silver and gold, the prelate
plied “That German beast regards not money." '

g3 E

Elliots,
apostle to the Indians, was so indifferent to all material gain
that the officers of the church feared to pay him, knowing how
ready he was to give it away. On a certain occasion they tied
the purse so securcly that they thought he would not be able to

£

on

open it until he got home and therefore would pass ¢
the temptation until he at least reached his family.
way he was accosted by a beggar and after n

cessful effort to open the purse, he handed him

£

the pastor of the church where the services s
proached us in the following' manner: *“Wha
do about these meetings? The truth is b

We have cause to fear that much r
thzmermuwul'latik_-_

i
i
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message that God gives to us, regardless of whether the people
will hear or not hear. . We cannot, we must not sell out to the
world. Truth is priceless. The whole world, if it were one
piece of solid gold, could mot buy one decillionth part of the
truth. Our business is to do our duty without fear or favor.
Stand for the right amid every kind of opposition, refusing to
accept a bribe from the world or to be muzzled by the church,
Our call came from the Lord and to Him we are responsible
now, and before him we shall stand for fina] judgment. “‘Love
not the world, neither the things of the world, for the world and

the lust thereof passeth away; but he who doeth the will of Cod
abideth forever.'

“AS UNTO ME.”

We instinctively seek to rid ourselves of burdens. Self does
not want anybody knocking at the door for bread at the midnight
hour. Send them away, for they trouble us, is a familiar plea.
Solomon said that it is better to go 1o the house of mourning than
that of joy. We would never have heard of religion if it had
not been for its Gethsemanes and Calvaries. *She who liveth in
pleasure is dead while she liveth.” The man who draws him-
self up in his own shell and lives for himself hardly reaches the
level of the brute ereation. Lives are/not transformed until they
are smitten with another’s grief and carry another's burden. He
who lives for earth's needy multitude has a universality of love, a
depth of joy and a fullness of life which; compared to that of the
poor little weakling who consumes himself on himself, is as a
grain of sand to the mountain. What wealth of love and rich-
ness of spirit is opened to all who will go forth and minister at the
altars of a sinning and suffering world. Be slow to ask relief
from any burden. It may.be freighted with blessings for you as
well as for others. 'When the hungry multitude thronged the
steps of Jesus He said to His disciples,, "Give ye them to cat.”
The same hungry multitude can be seen to-day. “Give ye them
to eat.” It will mean that you shall weep with them that aveep,
and rejoice with them that rejoice, that others’ burdens shall be-
come yours; but consider it a great privilege to thus labor with
Him.  You are here to fill up what is left behind of the suffer-
ing of Christ and to know the joy of ministering to all this va-
ried and vast need of a stray world.

Lucy Rider Myer, in the following poem, from The Mission-
ary Helper, graphically sets forth the process of reasoning through
which one passes from a self-centered life to that of entire
d otion E?_chl in the service of others:
in it, every day, every hour, every moment.

Just as it is the nature and glory of God to be always
il is the nature and glory of man to be alwaps receivi
t did God make us for> 'We have been made to be e
a vessel into which God can pour out His life, His beau
happiness, His love, We are created to be each a receplic
a reservoir of divine fieavenly life and blessing just as mui
can put into us, Have we understood this, that our gre:
—the object of our creation—is to be always receiving? |
ly enter into this it will teach some precious things. On

utter folly of being proud or conceited. What an idea
I wete to borrow a very beautiful dress and walk abou
ing of it as if it were my own, you might say, *“What a fool "'

it is the Everlasting God owns everything we have:

Wwe dare to exalt ourselves on account of what is all His?
what a blessed lesson it will teach us of what our position
I have to do with a God whose nature is o be always giving,

IN EVERYTHING GIVE THANKS.

Not give thanks for everything, but rejoice in the midst of a
We do not understand that we may offer praise fwlht,n'*
of it for good. Again, much that we regard as misfortunes &
blessings. Trials and crosses are often among the )
ings in disguise, for it is only through such disciplinary proc
that the character is perfected. When we consider
disagreeable is indispensable enrichment and
acter we see that we should offer thanks for this
perience as well as for the agrecable. What a change
wrought in our lives il we thus acted.

George Matheson, the well-known blind preacher ¢
who recently went to be with the Lord, said:

"My Cod, I have never thanked Thee for
mauked*['hcentlmndlimfuwm-l
my thom. I have been looking forward 1o |
shall get compensation for my cross; but I ha
of my cross as itself a present glory. Teach
cross; teach the value of my thom. Show
to Thee by the path of pain. Show me
my rainbow." ;

THEACHIEW

Moral hemhnhum'llﬁ'
trated in that galaxy of hersic deeds
of Joshua abounds with exhortations

brought to pass. They may be

is sure to come. The cls a

died strong in the faith that that
tian. Yet he labored there for b

‘dm aith; Mac
transforming power of consecrated forceg

Jesus; Paton, of the New Hebrides, how
for souls; Andrew Murray and rge M
eth; Sheldon Jackson and )
cannot cool a fAaming

quickens zeal, The cold of Grees
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Address all communications for this department to Mrs. Jobn T, Benson,

Esstland Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee " Letters will not be published
unless written on ONE. SIDE. of the shest only

Dear Cousin Eva: 1 thought that [ would write you and send
our birthday dues. Fred Christy, 30 years old the 26th of May;
Cora Christy, 23 ycars May 6th; Howard Christy, 3 years old
September 9th. [ enclose one dollar and fifty-six cents birthday
dues, forty-four cents to be sent to the suffering ones in China.
This is a small amount 1o send. I send it willingly. I have
taken Living Waler a little over one year, and it is such a bless-
ing. Cousin Eva, [ have been a church member for nine years;
but for the last year my heart is longing for something, 0 last
Sunday night I went to the altar and laid everything at Jesus'
feet, and I got the blessing that my heart had been longing for.
Praise His name; He is able to save and keep us. This is my
first letter. May the Lord’s rich blessing rest upon the Living
Water family, is my prayer. Cora CHrisTy,

Aniske, Towa,

This letter brings us good news. As we come in contact with
the hungry hearts day by day, we wonder why it is these dear
ones go on year after year unsatishied, when He who said, “'Come
and I will give you rest,” is still ready to give peace and joy,
even in the midst of sorrow and disappointment, and strengthen
us in times of weakness. . If we yield all to God and trust Him
to abide in our hearts, we may be sure He will hely us. Some-
times we do not feel worthy to be called Christians, if we depend
on our feeling, but let us look away from these to Jesus, realizing
that He is our righteousness, and that He is able to keep
that which we have committed to Him.

Dear Cousin Eva: It has been some time since 1 wrote, but
I never feel that I can write anything that will do anybody
any -good, though I read many things in Living Waler which
do me good. I praise Cod this beautiful morning that [ am
trusting in Him who has saved me by His grace. Dear Cousin,
another year has come and we are still spared to live for some-
thing, we know not what. Etemity will tell.

Cousin Eva, as we look upon the joys and sorrows we feel
more than ever determined to follow the Captain of our salvation.
As we look around and see 50 many precious souls sut of the
ark of safety we realize that what we do must be done quickly,
for Satan and his agents are setting snares for those who know
m‘DeGuLC I have had the pl
~ Dear Cousin, I have the pleasure of seei onl
since | wrote you last. He has been in the u:wlwo zndh:
half years, -

Cousin Eva, my time is_most up. 1 do hate to give up the
paper. I think it the best paper I ever read. May God bless
you in your work and myH:Hmm.rutuponLum: Water
and its readers. Long may it continue to spread scn holi-
ness over this land, and bless our hearts and homes™ by its weekly
visits. Pray Foramthrmdh:rdlildtmthltmmhen
:leuingdinbylhk mh::::' Jesus. 'rnm Children's Page is the

rel rea me, so them in, for [ much out of
them. - With love and good wishes to lliTI:e ootuim.m
Yours until Jesus comes,

Box 7, Oakley, Tenn. Eviza C. PatTterson,

Paul said, “Forgetting those things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto these things which are before, I press toward
the mark for the prize of the high ealling of God in Christ Jesus."
Our lives are most effective for God when we leamn o live in
hmwhindeudinwrnﬁkebrnmdm:

or fears for to-morrow, but like little. children, putting
hand in our Father’s, and walking with Him
ance that all things are working for good to us and our dear

WATER

Dear Cousin Eva: | have decided to join your
band, so enclosed you will find eleven cents (le).
eleven years old the 6th of November. My real
dead-—she died when God sent me to live, so I
whom [ ecall my mamma now. 3

I go to Trinity M. E. Church, South, to
we get a little paper called the Visitor.
mamma read its stories so .

My teacher is Miss Compton and very m

I :mh I could go over in the foreign fields and ¢
of God to all those who want to hear ﬂnWﬂﬂ,ﬁ

My mamma has just read to me a story abou
missionaries are attacked by wild animals over
God held them back and saved them. I thi
tainly must have held them back so they ©
mjon_'le hearing 1]1; stories of Living ﬁ:v: .

ase pray for my mamma, for she is
time. She wishes to be well to work for
for you and all your workers.

Well, I must say good-bye,

Roancke, Va. jm

you can live for Him here
said. Be kind to one another, a
for Him and do what you can !
because you love Jesus, you will gn
God will let you know just wh
to fll.



Thanksgiving and Consecration

BY ANDREW MURRAY.

"“But who am L. and what is my people, that we should be
able to offer so willingly after this sort? For all things come of
Thee, and of Thine own have we given Thee,"

To be able to offer anything to God is a perfect mystery. Coa-
secration is a miracle of grace. "All the things come of Thee,
and of Thine own have we given Thee." In these words are
four very precious thoughts I want to try and make clear to you:

I. God is the owner of all, and gives all to us.

2. We have nothing but what we receive—but everything we
need we may receive from Cod.

3. It is our privilege and honor to give back to God what
we receive from Him.

4. God has a double joy in His possessions when he receives
back from us what He gave.

And when I apply this to my life—to my body, to my wealth,
to my whole being with all its powers—then I understand what
consecration ought to be.

1. Itis the glory of God and His very nalure, fo be always
giving. God is the owner of all. There is no power, no riches,
no love, outside of God. It is the very nature of God that He
does not live for Himself, but for His creatures. His is a love
that always delights to give. Here we come to the first step in
consecration. I must see that everything I have is given by Him;

all.  Let me hold that fast. I have nothing but what actually
and definitely belongs to Cod. Just as much as people say “this
money in my purse belongs to me," so is God the proprietor of all.
It is His and His only. And it is His life and delight to be
always giving. Oh, take that precious thought—there is nothing
that God has that He does not want to give. It is His nature,
and therefore when God asks you anything He must give it first
Himself, and He will. Never be afraid whatever God asks;
for God only asks what is His own; whit He asks you lo give
He will first Himself give you. The possessor, and owner and
giver of alll This is our God. You can apply this to yourself
and your powers to all you are and have. Study it, believe it,
live in it, every day, every hour, every moment.

2. Just as it is the nature and glory of God to be always giv-
ing, it,is the nature and glory of man 1o be always receiving.
What did God make us for? We have been made to be each
of us a vessel into which God can pour out His life, His beauty,
His happiness, His love. 'We are created to be each a receplacle
and a reservoir of divine*heavenly life and blessing just as much
a5 God can put into us, Have we understood this, that our great
work—the object of our creation—is to be always receiving? If
we fully enter into this it will teach some precious things. Onme
thing—the utter folly of being proud or conceited. What an idea!
Suppose T were to borrow a very beautiful dress and walk about
boasting of it as if it were my own, you might say, *“What a fool!”
And here it is the Everlasting God owns everything we have;
shall we dare to exalt ourselves on account of what is all His?

what a blessed lesson it will teach us of what oursposition
B! 1 have to do with a God whose nature is to be always giving,

LIVING

I must learn to believe in God as the great owner and giver of _

and mine to be always receiving. Just as
cach other, God the giver and I the receiver
How often we trouble about things, and about
insnldnfgdnghckhlhemdof“ ind s
only unvetnhelhewdadwhu&ﬂ
for me; ofl}:pﬂwerlndﬁl_eifhlldﬁ;h
God." What can be more simple? Come ax
cleansed, emptied and humble, Come, and the
to give. I I may with reverence say it, He can
self; it is His promise, His nature, The blessing
out of Him. You know how water always
places. If we could but be emptied and low,
tacles, what a blessed life we could live!
praising l\'[im—Thou @vest and | lm
rejoice to receive. How many tens of thot
said this morning: “What a beautiful day
the windows and bring in the sunlight i
fulness!”  May our hearts leam every
light and sunshine of God's love.
“Who am l.andwhllilﬂnh
to offer so willingly after this sort? r
and we have given Thee of Thine o

3. 1f God gives all and I receive
very simple—/ must give all bac
for the sake of having me in |
and giving me the happiness of
Everlasting God should say,
all that I give." And yet |
everything back?” My br
happiness or blessedness
He said: “Lord, what an
to give that back 10 Thee
and then to render back |

strong will up to God, 10 ':_

will pour His Spinit, Dﬂ‘_
We have now had the

all;
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Christ be all ‘glory,
the Lord bless every inte
Water is still food for

Owr work is doing fairly well. I so much desired to be with
you in your fall meeting but was not able to get there. Blessings
on you. E. C. SANDERs.

We are in the midst of war, flood and
: ; ATTEN.TION' ditions seem about as bad as they can get
All evangelists certificates expire at the end of the year and | 0 my Heavenly Father i taking secouss
those wishing them renewed will send in their applications at once. going o, spd: e willihot i 0l
We will take pleasure in issuing the same to all who are entitled share of Hisl anil asa 5
to such recommendation. _____

The Bible Training School and the Apostolic Holiness Church,
of Greensboro North Carolina, held their regular Christmas Holi-
day Convention December 22 to January 2. ]. L. Glascock, L.
E. Swaney and others were in charge. The Convention was the
guest of W. R. Cox of the Bible School.

We closed a revival at Cash’s Schoolhouse Sunday night,
Dec. 24th. The Lord blessed and gave us a great victory.
Twenty-nine souls were saved and two sanctified. A father and
son who had not spoken for nine years came together and are
now reconciled. Praise God for victory through the blood, My
next meeting will be at Gethsemane, Tenn. Yours under the blsod,

Creenville, Tenn. James C. MarTin,

meetings lately. In the first, at
ints into a church and they called
in

Lord. A rather lengthy rainy
the Lord gave us souls for which
McDavid, Fla., to begin a
meetings that the truth may be believed
or the lost,
J. M. anp DorotHy HUTCHESON,

Sullivan have recently held a
were definitely blessed in the

Texts in White Embossed Letters,
Size 12x734 inches. Highly Embossed Rose Design delicately A
artistic and effective. Monthly Tear-off Pad with Seripture Acrostic T\

OUR DAILY GRACE BLOCK

Price 25 Cents Each, 6 for $1.25, 12
Motto Text: “By grace are ye saved through faith.” :
Size 8Y4x6; inches. A fine design of Crimson Rambler in full

metal top. Selected Gospel Texts for every day in the year. Corded
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How Many Blocks Will You
¥ to Pay the Debt on
-~ Trevecca College

P22

THERE ARE JUST SIXTY BLOCKS IN EACH ROW, EACH BLOCK

Qur collections since last report amount to sixteen dollars ($16.00), making a total of $711 o
This is better.  We hope that during this year we will be able to cancel all the debt, S
Help all you can. Ask the Lord what He wants you to do. Send contributions to =

JOHN T. BENSON, Treass |
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~ M. Palmer had talked about the spiritual life, in her husband's

LIVING

PHEBE PALMER.
(Continued from page four)

him to acknowledge his confidence in the Divine veracity, and as-
sert that “Christ’s blood cleanseth from all sin.

A few weeks later, in conversing with another of the “brainy"
men of the conference, the question was asked, “Are you now
cleansed from all sin?”

“I believe I am.”™

“Since when?"

“Since that morning on the Dixon District camp-ground, when
Mrs. Palmer took the professor through her catechism. Profes-
sor and I have always been chummy; and when 1 saw that he
was in for it, though I was back in the audience, I said myself,
‘He's going through, and I might as well keep step with him.”
So | did—back there—and reached the same conclusion: and
I've stuck to it ever since."

Eternity alone will reveal how many of our bright, honest
young people she was leading, while she had that minister under
her fusilade of questions.

An evening scene in that same camp-meeling was too dramatic
to pass easily out of mind. Though she was not a leading figure
in it, she told me she had seldom seen such a display of Divine
power,

My husband was preaching, and in the midst of his sermon, a
tremendous thunderstorm closed down about the camp-ground. He
gave up trying to talk against heaven's artillery, and asked one
of the preachers to sing “'Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me." Down
on their knees fell that pulpit-full of preachers, their white faces
lifted toward the gleaming skies, They sang the first verse of
the hymn over and over with all the strength of voice and soul
they could muster, ‘When the books are opened we may know
how much good was wrought by the pouring out of the hearts
nllhmgoudmia&alhm;ﬂmﬁdeofbolymn'.

A story was told me that illustrates Mre. Palmer's faith in the
Lord's care. I have never seen it in print; and some of the points
may have become warped by the years; but, as near‘as I can
recall, it was like this:

Oncmomiugnminiﬂerumlo}ﬂhﬂhud'aoﬁa.totdi
wilhherabomhic}nﬂlﬁmm He had come from
some “'up-State” town to get spiritual help. She was so used to
such calls she did not notice his name or residence.

While she was talking with him, her mail was handed to her.
Shemdmkm:ndwhnlbedmdlllheimﬁne.
she saw that it was not hers. Tuming toward her husband's

“partner, she handed it to him.

"It's for you, Doctor; T opened it by mistake.”

Heh&dhﬁmmof&mﬁmdlmuﬂﬁm%
hﬁ;lﬂhm*ﬂm&dhﬂenaﬂnfﬁum So,
fewchy-lnur.:hhndbemlfmduacrfnﬁndm
for tampering with the United States mail. 1f the charge was
sustained, it would land her in State’s prison. .

Dr. Palmer was greatly distressed for her. She had opened
!hemn'ildlu.mdthuuwumhyvﬂwmlbeﬂﬁpm
that it was through mistake but the minister with whom she had
talked that moming. She did not know his' name or address;
lklluwumcodmddepmmuyfochnlm&bl
uﬁ.“!!\l—lemlmwﬁmbl-liabpb&u'sm
Jﬂlp:hl'ﬂmdﬂ.wmmﬂfﬂafﬂihﬂ"

mmlywylhapalmmu!dlhiﬁnfmid&uliﬁln
mh’amhhldlﬂym.hask&uhm"ﬂrm

WATER

office, that particular morning, would write her i
so save her a great deal of trouble.

A forlorn hope! “Loocking for a needle lost
But He in whom she trusted led that particul
ticular moming, to buy that particular paper,
ticular notice, and his testimony saved her

When she was with us, she told us a story
Lord's power to save. This also may have suffere
but I will give it, as nearly as I can, as I rec

At Mclmolmemhgmeﬂindﬁenm"
looking man making his way toward the I.It!
were going out. When he reached the place |
ing, he introduced himself and told her how
ested in what she had said. ; '

She replied: “I hope you enjoy the
ing_about,"

“Oh, no; indeed, I do not. On the
all what you would call a Christian.
believe in God, or in your Christ.”

“You would be glad to."

“Indeed, I would; but it is img
matter much thought and study, &
ticism,”’

"Would you like to have me fe
let God get all those great obsta
you a true Christian?"*

“Indeed, 1 would!™

“I can't explain the process
but I can lead you through
sult.  The only condition is
to. Will you promise to

After a few moments
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again.”"  Her persistence incommoded her host and hostess, the
sexton, and all who were waiting, many of whom knew the strong
stuff of which the man was made. But when the Spirit of God
showed her that the eternal destiny of a soul was at stake, she
was like Margaret Van Cott, who said, under similar circum-
stances, “T must have that soul, if I have to wade through Hell

to get it.”

She kept her eye on the Master and obeyed the Spinit's voice:
and within an hour they heard from his lips a good, clear, humble

testimony that God, for Christ's sake, had pardoned his sins,

Phebe Palmer was a plain, simple, straightforward woman,
living in a time when a woman was not suffered to teach in the
pulpit, especially in that part of the land where Mammon was
laying the comerstones of his mighty throne, and one's worth was
measured by his rent-roll, rather than by his morals or behavior.

She gave all into Christ's hand. She obeyed Him in every-
thing, and she believed that He would see her efforts for the
greatest possible result. He did, and a revival of heart-purity
swepl thousands into the fountain of cleansing, and tens of thou-

sands trusted our Lord for the pardon of sins.

When Florence Nightingale was asked to give something of
her life for publication, she replied: *‘There is very little to be
said. | have done nothing, God has done all; but I never denied

Him anything.”

The same formula made Phebe Palmer the power [of good

that she was; and it will make everyone great.

New York City.

THE WATCH AND ITS CASE.

A clergyman once tried to teach some children that the soul
They listened, but evidently

would live after they were all dead,
did mot understand. Taking out his watch, he said:
“James, what is this I hold in my hand?"
“A watch, sir." '
“How do you know it is a watch?"
""Because we see it and hear it bick."”
'“Vt]'}" ﬂod." ]

He then took off the case, and held it in one hand, and the
watch in the other. - *Now, children, which is.the watch? You
see there are two, which look like watches. Now I will lay the
case aside, put it away down here in my hat. Now, let us see

if you ean hear the watch ticking."'

“Yes, sir, we hear it," exclaimed several voices.

“Well, the watch can tick, go and keep lime, as you see,
when the case is off and put in my hat just as well. So
itis with you, children. Your body is nothing but the case; the
body may be taken off and buried in the ground, and the soul
will live just as well as this watch will go when the case is taken
off.—Selected,

"Wecunqphhgmtwmhmilummd.mhr
making the pursuit of it the sole business of life. It is not one
of the prizes of forethought and exeffion to obain it. It cludes
our grasp when we keep it continually in view and make it the
chief object of life. It comes when we are not seeking or ex-
pecling it as an incidental result of loving work for others.”—
Editorial in *“Northwestern Christian Advocate.”

"ltilheuulothdnm-ulldufmmdlnwofﬁklm'“‘
on carth than to bave an uneasy conscience within our breast.

Ohﬂuudihnﬂhdwanmwhlmmmf
suffer )™

" beings makes people afraid generally.

BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST FORETOLD,
(Lk. 1:5.23). '
Lesson For January 7, 1912,

"

Colden Text: “Without faith it is impossible to pluu.Gd."‘ 7
(Heb. 11:6). : :
V. 5. This Herod was "Herod the Great," a

cruel ruler.

strong but
The course of Abia (or Abijah) was the eighth of
the twenty-four courses into which David divided the pr
with reference to their service in_the temple. (I Chron, 24; 0
V. 6. So far as an outward conformity to the law was cor
cerned it was possible to keep it fully and be blameless
3:6; Mk. 10:20). Inward conformity 1o the law can Q
reached apart from the saving, sanctifying power of. God |
Christ Jesus, Notice what kind of people God chose 1o :
ents of the great prophet—not only with reference to
but also to the training John would get in a
of John's parents were thorough in their walk G
walked "in all the commandments and ordinances of
V. 7. A childless state Was looked upon as a
Jews ?f that day. God's H
show His power as being superior to nature. :
in answer o prayer as was the case with Jacob,
uel. lm}: ‘t';d Sa:mon wd:; children of pr
is not explicitly said that came in answer
probable that this was the case, p
V. 8-11. Times of prayer are i
with pgople.” Zecharias was both in the !
well as prayer 1o God, when God's
V. 12. It is noticeable that the apy

of harmony with the supematural man is.
V. 13-17. There are shere: I. Answered

God's faithfulness and truth, 2. A sup

ing God"s power.

John's birth for he was the fulfilment of &
blessing to God's people. 5. He was to |
cated by abstinence from wine and strong

-
F

cially separated unto God.
Spint from birth. This Alling evi
qualifications, for his office as
itual salvation for “That

born

fiiz

:

and “Ye must ::eSp <,
even a filling of irit that
(Ex. 28:3; “:”i’ :l:h“ (
ith the presence ol Spirit
:hqam that Nebuchadnezzar ani
of Daniel's ability. 7. His mi :
line of repentance for “many™
fcially he was to be the forerunner
on the line of repentance prepared
siah for there can be no effective
has repented. This is stil

V. 18-20. Zecharia's question

i

evidently an unbelicf that his light
it al once receives a rebuke from
by his knowledge of God, is well g

tells him, to doubt under
ible.

God holds us Zecharias sho
meulm'she%;:h&::- -
others, he had pra when :
doubled the Word of God.

Mum '



LIVING

THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST.
(Lk. 1:57-80.)

LEssonN FOR JaANUARY 14, 1912,

Golden Text: “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for He
hath visited and redeemed His people.’” (Lk. 1:68.)

V. 59, Good friends sometimes make great mistakes in their
decisions, because they go just by natural reason and leave out
God's declared will. To these friends “Zecharias” seemed just
the name for-the boy. They doubtless wanted to honor and
gratify the father by perpetuating his name by his only .child.

V. 60-63. Elizabeth had no doubt leamed of God's will
from her husband and she stood true to that will against her

friends and any natural inclinations she may have had, The "

child that she was given by God was to be held for God and
treated as He said. “'John" means, Jehovah is gracious, or, the
grace of Jehovah. The fitness of this name is seen when we
realize that John was to announce the coming of Him by whom
grace comes, {john ||7) When God gi\’ﬂ a pame it has
always a special application. John, too, was a gracious gift
to his parents.

V. 64. Doubtless Zecharias was much blessed in enduring
God's judgment for all those months. It tended to intensify his
loyalty, show him the nature of sin—especially unbelief—and
teach him humility and faith. Notice that his tongue was loosed
in connection with his obedient stand in the matter of his son's
name, Pethaps he would have wavered on this line but for
God's dealing with him.

V. 65-66. God's operations take place in connection with
His servant's obedience. Through this He so works that others
}e:l:’ to fe:kr Eim. .N’:Iminpminn; made lihen lasted il

s wo gan, it on, for e remembered
“what took place in his infancy; it -
V. 67, -

mb ...
o e Bl

izl
-EF
it

WATER
V. 71. Fon letil, -God’s ‘it il

£

spiritual. The former will come when Jesus
is for them, and all others, now. In both 3

is a reality, Those who penitently come to

with frm Faith-that Hewill i from enemies

dangers, evils. To save is to deliver, help, su 7 .

The word means very much. ‘Seeon Vi 74) =~ = o
vrld 72-73. Jesws coﬂing as one of the Jewish race was '

according to promise—uwhich promise was to include national, ay

well as individual, blessings. 3 : §
V. 74. Deliverance, salvation is  granted, given od

dreely. It is complete enough to even now so save us that we

can serve (religiously, in worship as well as in work) “with-

out fear, on any line. (Sec on V. 71.) L

2575. Note two points about holiness ;

A Y
t}‘;TbIL{ are “before Him." - That which ﬁ

ote God cannot but be real however

What is noy thus before God is not real, no
men may calljt holy and righteous. 2—
life"” means, of ‘course, just what it says,
life. The enemias are here, but—halle jal
viiour to save us’ from all of them. Do you'
this ? 7 <igifis g

V. 76. Zecharias magnifies God and Joh
work, and not jD".lIl as his son. ’.ﬂ

V. 77-78. Remission of sins and all
!fnder mercy in Christ. (Lk. 24:47;
Day-spring™ is sunrising. The word may

V. 79. Jesus is the true light Ol
Him can we have true light

:
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