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The Finishing Line

By General Superintendent Young

Th e  A p o s t l e  P a u l  describes himself as a runner both as a Chris­
tian as a minister of the gospel. His classical reference was 

addressed to the Ephesian elders as he left them for the last time 
with imprisonment and eventual death staring him in the face. Note 
his courage and commitment: “ However, I am not concerned about 
anything; neither is m y life dear to myself except to finish m y course 
and the ministry which I accepted from  the Lord Jesus to bear wit­
ness to the gospel of the grace of G od” (Acts 20:24, Berkeley 
V ers ion ).

Even now  there are too many dropouts in the Christian ministry. 
Derailments or bypaths are too numerous and often subtle. How 
easy then to blame someone else when we lag behind or drop out! 
But strength and renewal are still afforded the man of God who 
longs to finish his course with joy. Dean Bertha Munro has reminded 
us about Elijah’s case: “ W hen he realizes the presence of God, he 
can face kings; when he forgets it, he is weaker than a wom an.” 

But there are disciplines to our race, too. They often reveal our 
sense of values. He who scorns the poverty of the ministry too loudly 
may be rating material prosperity too high. One novelist wrote about 
a certain woman, “ Edith was a little country, bounded on north and 
east and south and west by Edith.”  Perhaps each of us could substi­
tute his own name for Edith?

Endurance is indispensable to victory. Surely the commands of 
G od in service also imply His enabling power. It is in the pathway 
of obedience that G od ’s servant finds the true rhythm of this race. 
Fadar wrote, “ Only one real failure in life is possible; that is not 
to be true to the best one knows.”

The ultimate reward of our service is inward before it becomes 
outward. That makes our crow n indestructible. But we must be more 
than sullen men with a grim message. The true messenger of re­
demption carries something of joy  on his countenance as well as in 
his heart. Dennis Macarthy wrote confidently,

W ho does God’s w ork will get G od’s pay,
H ow ever long may seem  the day,
H ow ever weary be the way.

W ho w ouldn ’t run a little harder to hear G od ’s welcom e at the 
end of the course?
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The Messenger of the Message
(See June for Part I)

The superiority of a message ought to be demonstrated first of 
all in its messengers. If the message is advertised as good for man­
kind, those who do the advertising should be prime exhibits of its 
power. A  skinny, starving huckster isn’t very convincing trying to 
sell a guaranteed weight-builder!

Let us, then, look at ourselves. Do we justify the presence of the Church 
of the Na/arene? The answer is not to be found by assessing our academic 
achievements or educational level. The question is, What kind of men and 
women are we? We who preach holiness, are we holy? We who preach victory, 
are we victorious? What kind of answer would our children give to these 
questions? our creditors? our tax agents? our board members? our district 
superintendents? Do people see Jesus in us— some measure of His compassion, 
His zeal for the lost. His complete unselfishness, His total freedom from ulterior 
motives? It is unthinkable that we should expect to be fruitful without the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit upon our ministry, but it is equally unthinkable 
to expect the touch of God upon our ministry unless that touch is on our own 
souls. If God cannot bless what we are out of the pulpit, He cannot bless what 
we deliver in the pulpit, no matter how eloquent or orthodox. We must be men 
of faith, of prayer, of Bible study, of sacrifice, of devotion, and of patience.

Our doctrine must be matched by our depth. There must be no credibility 
gap between our preaching and our performance. Strong opinions must be 
balanced by deep humility. Our spirit must be right as well as our creed. We 
must be as teachable as we expect our people to be, and I might add, as loyal 
and cooperative and wholehearted. In us our people must see that true New 
Testament blending of law and love— neither law without love nor love without 
law. If we are to be known as Spirit-filled men, we must demonstrate it, not 
only in our ability to speak to ourselves in psalms and hymns, singing and 
making melody in our hearts to the Lord, but in that equally telltale ability 
to submit ourselves one to another in the fear of the Lord (Eph. 5:18-21). Dif­
ferences of opinion there may be, even earnest discussion, but ugly displays of 
passion or bitterness, never. If we carry on our work in the Spirit, we can 
dispense forever with the tools of double-dealing and intrigue. The Spirit can 
use strong men, but not men who confuse strength with either rigidity or 
duplicity.

As holiness preachers we must make sure there is no gap between effort 
and ethics. It is not enough to be hardworking ministers, men of great com­
mitment, of boundless drive and energy. Our methods must be Christian too. 
We must guard constantly against the very subtle delusion that the end justifies 
the means; that because we are holiness preachers we can disregard the common 
courtesies, or the civil obligations of good citizens. Rather, because we are 
holiness preachers we should be more exemplary as husbands and fathers and 
neighbors, and, yes, even as car drivers and taxpayers, than anyone else. We 
should not be noted for our cleverness in evading the law, but for our care­
fulness in observing it.
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However, while it is certainly impossible to justify our denominational 
presence without ourselves being “blessable,” it must be admitted that even 
good men sometimes accomplish little. Neither good intentions nor generous 
budgets will guarantee results commensurate with either the need or the mes­
sage. Methods are important also. The supreme method must be prayer, in 
the conviction that the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds. Then we must be willing to 
learn the arts of promotion. Clever promotion without prayer may gather a 
group of people, but it will not transform them into Spirit-filled saints. On the 
other hand, prayer without promotion and organization may release spiritual 
power in revival movements, but will not channel the newly released spiritual 
energies the most productively, nor preserve what has been gained. Prayer 
and promotion should not be viewed as enemies, but as allies.

In the general area of method I wish to focus on only one phase of our 
ministry which can easily be neglected in the practical pressures of a pioneer 
work. I refer to our preaching. There is a kind of preaching which will en­
feeble our work rather than enlarge it. No matter what else we do well, if 
we do not preach well and wisely, we will not develop a strong and stable 
work in pioneer fields.

And strange as it may sound, it takes more than good preaching in a 
general sort of way to accomplish our mission. Remember that our mission 
is not just to win men to Christ, though it is that, first; it is also to establish 
them in Christ, to lead them into full salvation, and to lead them out into service 
and stewardship. Even preaching which from the standpoint of homiletics and 
moving eloquence may be called “great” may utterly fail to accomplish these 
specific ends.

If we are to succeed we must learn to preach (1) in such a way as to 
precipitate spiritual crisis, in both conversions and clear experiences of en­
tire sanctification; (2) with such doctrinal simplicity and clarity that any 
pioneer congregation will know exactly what we believe, so that they are 
compelled either to reject and withdraw or become indoctrinated— but more, 
to become enthusiastic advocates, so that they never again will be content to 
be in anything less than a holiness church; and (3) with that kind of balanced 
emphasis which develops informed and loyal church members, who practice 
New Testament stewardship, who have a bright testimony, who live well 
before their neighbors, who have a world vision, who know how to carry 
organizational responsibilities in the church along Nazarene lines, and who 
are loyal boosters of the whole program rather than just a favorite segment, and 
who gladly consider themselves members of a world movement instead of 
narrow partisans of one preacher or one local congregation.

If our preaching is the kind that can accomplish these objectives, sup­
plemented by CST, Sunday school, and every other auxiliary, we will in­
creasingly justify our presence in any community or land, and please God, 
we will be there when Jesus comes. But any other kind of preaching will 
stalemate us, and if congregations are gathered at all, the members will be 
no different from any non-holiness church, and will eke out a bare existence, 
with little loyalty, no enthusiasm or heroic sacrifice, hardly knowing why 
they are Nazarenes and not Lutherans or Baptists, excepting that maybe 
they like the little choruses we sing. And most of these little works will 
quietly evaporate when the budget support runs out.

Let the preachers be right, and the praying be right, and the preaching 
be right, and there will be evidences of God's blessing. There may be periods 
of setback and great discouragement. There may be the occasional failure 
completely to “strike fire” in this or that place. But on the whole, the work 
will grow. Many of us are examples of God's marvelous providences by 
which hungry hearts can be reached by live churches. There are millions 
more out there just like us. If God can trust us, He will use us to reach 
some of them. Let us then be “stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain 
in the Lord” (I Cor. 15:58).
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But let us bew are  of interpreting 
" ro le "  a s a part p layed  b y  actors

The Role of Wesley's Successors 
in the Modem  World

By Jack Ford*

Part I. In Theology

V A > U  W IL L  PROBABLY AGREE that to 
address a very well fed audience 

in a heated room, sitting in com fort­
able chairs, is not the easiest of as­
signments. Frankly, I do not know  
which is the m ore difficult: to give 
a speech after dinner or to listen to 
one. M aybe the lot has fallen on me 
because it is thought that I m ay be 
more successful in the form er than 
the latter. For although I have turned 
drowsy giving a Greek tutorial after 
dinner, I have never actually fallen 
asleep on m y feet— yet.

The subject I have chosen for the 
final address is “ The Role of W esley’s 
Successors in the M odern W orld.” It 
is intended to be provocative rather 
than authoritative. Y ou  m ay not 
agree with m y suggestions. And we 
are, of course, under no compulsion 
to take W esley as our guide in every 
detail. But we do claim to be W es­
leyan in our teaching of Christian

^President, British Isles Nazarene 
College, M anchester, England. This pa­
per was the final event in the Nazarene 
T heologica l C on ference held recently  
at O verland Park, Kans. In slightly 
abridged form , the paper is being  p u b ­
lished in tw o parts: the doctrinal d is­
cussion this m onth, and the ethical next 
month.

perfection, and it certainly has corol­
laries which W esley had insight 
enough to see.

Our conference has been concerned 
with “ Holiness in Learning and Life: 
Contem porary Issues in W esleyan 
Theology.” M y suggestions will like­
wise relate first to the doctrine and 
then to the practical outworking in 
life and service.

Doctrinal fidelity
W e have already seen how impor­

tant are W esley’s general presupposi­
tions for the doctrine which is the 
grand depositum lodged, not only 
with the people called Methodists, 
but also with the Nazarenes. Let the 
theological foundations be destroyed 
and the validity of our raison d’etre 
ceases.

In his Theological Transition in 
Am erican Methodism, Robert E. 
Chiles indicates how  a departure from 
W esley’s doctrines of divine revela­
tion, human depravity, and free grace 
by Methodist theologians after his 
death entailed the eclipse of such 
vital doctrines as regeneration and 
entire sanctification.

Wesley and the Bible
Of these, W esley’s attitude to the 

Bible as the W ord of God is basic,
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and the successors of W esley must, 
like him, be homines unius libri (men 
of one b o o k ) , and equally believe in 
it as infallibly revealing the mind of 
God.

W esley approached the B ible with 
an enlightened as well as a reverent 
mind. Dr. Earle has pointed out how 
in advance of his times he was in 
textual criticism. Superstition is not 
reverence, and we must not claim for 
the Bible, and particularly versions 
of it, what it does not claim for itself. 
But as Nazarenes we must hold a 
high view  of the Bible or cease to be 
Wesleyans and Nazarenes rightly so- 
called.

Generally speaking there is a dis­
tinctly conservative trend in biblical 
scholarship. There are scholars of 
stature in both Am erica and Britain 
who are making their presence felt 
in the field of biblical studies and in 
university faculties. In the most re­
cent issue of Peake’s commentary, m y 
friend Prof. F. F. Bruce writes on 
the Pauline Epistles and manages to 
include even the pastorals in the 
Pauline corpus!

Christian perfection
Obviously W esley’s successors will 

follow  him in the teaching of Chris­
tian perfection. This is no easy 
achievement. Even while the founder 
was alive, there were Methodists who 
buried this talent in the napkin of 
neglect, and some who even spoke 
against it. It is a doctrine that makes 
demands not only on the intellect, 
but also on the life. It is possible to 
defend some doctrines on a purely 
intellectual level— such as, say the 
hypostatic union of the two natures 
in Christ— but no man can defend 
perfect love without feeling the chal­
lenge to his ow n life. Even W esley in 
a moment of depression was tempted 
“ quietly to drop it.” M ost of us have 
felt the same temptation and we are

here because we have overcom e the 
temptation.

This teaching is relevant and vital 
in the m odern context. If we fail to 
maintain it, God will raise up other 
successors of Wesley. Not only is 
there the interest manifested in it as 
shown by Dr. Greathouse, but surely 
the charismatic movem ent is evidence 
o f a craving for a deeper experience 
of God. W e must be in a position to 
offer a deep spiritual righteousness 
which alone can satisfy. It would be 
a tragedy if a Spirit-inspired hunger 
were to sputter out in an experience 
of ecstasy rather than find its fulfill­
ment in a deep, abiding m oral trans­
formation.

Hear W esley say, “ Love is the 
highest gift of God— there is nothing 
higher in religion . . .  if you look for 
anything but m ore love, you are 
looking wide of the mark.” In his 
doctrine of perfect love, W esley ex­
posed the heart of religion. Sangster 
admitted this, and even Methodists 
who have not Sangster’s relish for 
W esley’s teaching follow  their found­
er here.

Sanctification by faith
There is a tendency, too, among 

Methodist scholars, to recognize that 
W esley did teach to the end of his 
days instantaneous sanctification by 
faith. In the most recent history of 
Methodism, published in England in
1965, Rupert Davies makes this abun­
dantly clear.

In m y thesis on the Church of the 
Nazarene in Britain, I drew up the 
following summary of what Davies 
states about W esley’s teaching on this 
subject:

“ 1. Justification and sanctification are 
tw o distinct things w hich  must not be 
confused: but the latter invariably fo l­
low s the form er.

‘ ‘2. Entire sanctification is ‘an instan­
taneous change w hich  eradicates all sin.’

July, 1970 5



“ 3. Sanctification, o f course, is the 
gift o f  G od ; it is received, like ju stifi­
cation, by  faith alone.

“ 4. T h e  o n e  [ju stification ] im plies 
what G od does for us through His Son; 
the other what H e w orks in us by  His 
Spirit; and w hen G od has done the one 
thing, His Spirit is at once at w ork to 
do the other.

“ 5. It is accom panied by the witness 
o f the Spirit to itself. ‘But how  do you  
k now  that you  are sanctified, saved 
from  inbred corruption? . . .  W e know  
it by  the witness and the fruit o f the 
Spirit.’

“ 6. O f the perfect Christian W esley 
says: . . .  he is ‘pure in heart.’ ‘L ove 
has purified  his heart from  envy, malice, 
wrath, and every  unkind tem per’ . . .

“ 7. The fruit o f  the Spirit is the 
necessary m ark o f sanctification.

“ 8. Christian P erfection  is, above all, 
loving G od with all our heart and m ind 
and soul and strength, and our n eigh ­
bou r as ourselves . . . The best possible 
description o f it, therefore, is P erfect 
Love.

“ 9. ‘In one view  [p erfection ] is purity 
o f intention, dedicating all the life to 
God. It is giving G od all the heart: it 
is one design ruling our tem pers. It is 
devoting, not a part, but all, our soul, 
body, and substance to G od .’

“ 10. . . .  It is clear that W esley here 
and always teaches a ‘relative’ p er fe c ­
tion. The perfect, he says, grow  in grace 
to all eternity.

“ 11. “The ‘p erfect’ man is not free 
from  errors . . .  He is not exem pt from  
infirm ities . . . N or is he free from  tem p­
tation.

“ 12. They w ho are sanctified, yet may 
fall and perish .”

I hope these selections from W es­
ley per Davies stir the heart. Davies 
is, of course, here perform ing the 
duty of a research scholar who de­
livers up the evidence, whether he 
agrees with it or not. What I think 
is important is that a Methodist 
scholar of his standing should so 
frankly state that what the holiness 
movement so long has taught is au­

thentic W esleyan teaching. I am not 
claiming that we have always repro­
duced all the facets of W esley’s teach­
ing with equal emphasis, but there is 
certainly nothing in the selections 
which I have made to which we can­
not say, “ A m en.”

Again, I do not think we should 
slavishly follow  W esley in every de­
tail. While W esley insists that he 
substantially maintained the same 
teaching over the years, in his A  
Plain A ccount of Christian Perfection  
he admits that he learned from  ex ­
perience that some of his earlier 
statements needed qualifying. W e 
must retain the same freedom , and 
give the same freedom  to our teach­
ers. Nevertheless, there is a point 
where even second-blessing holiness 
ceases to be Wesleyan, and we cease 
to be W esley’s successors if we qualify 
away the heart of his teaching.

Constantly W esley defined h i s 
terms, and we must do the same. W e 
must strive to be clear and explicit, 
that our people may have a lucid 
and coherent grasp of our teaching. 
Some definitions com plicate rather 
than define. The classic definition of 
a net by Dr. Samuel Johnson in his 
dictionary comes to mind: “ Anything 
reticulated or decussated at equal 
distances, with the interstices be­
tween the intersections.” I prefer the 
boy ’s description, “ A  net is a lot of 
holes held together by bits of string.” 
W e must never assume that our peo­
ple know it all, and branch out to 
more novel truths. The latter we 
should do, but not neglect to state 
and restate the fundamental truths 
which God has raised us up to de­
clare. In the words of the popular 
idiom, “ W e can say it again.”

The unfinished task
I think the most difficult field in 

which to define the experience of 
Christian holiness is the psychologi­
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cal. It is certainly the field where we 
are likely to run into the most con­
troversy. M aybe we have been wise 
to proceed cautiously here, but in­
creasingly we shall need to say in 
psychological terms what the crisis of 
entire sanctification does and what it 
does not. W e are becom ing m ore and 
m ore aware that some unattractive 
m odes of behavior are due to the 
psychosomatic and not the spiritual 
part of man. W esley readily conceded 
that the mortal body pressed down 
upon the human spirit. The great 
danger here is that we can excuse 
almost any kind of behavior on

psychological grounds. But we must 
advance into the tangled undergrowth 
of the human personality and map 
out some kind of track which con­
forms to the way of holiness. What 
is needed is a sincere belief that 
there is a genuine experience of en­
tire sanctification which transcends 
all the problems of defining it, and a 
determination to define it as far as is 
humanly possible, with both candor 
and compassion. It is no easy task to 
be a successor of John Wesley, but 
dare we contract out of the responsi­
bility we have taken up?

(Continued n ex t m onth )

W e  will, un less w e  
reso lve not to

We Must Not Tame Down!

By Morris Chalfant*

No m a n  c o u l d  be credited with 
fidelity by boasting that he was 

loyal to his wife 98 percent of the 
time.

No soldier on the field of battle 
could be credited with heroism if he 
were to confess that he collaborated 
with the enem y only occasionally.

No Christian can be credited with 
devotion to his Master by saying, “ I 
believe everything in the B ible ex­
cept the portion which declares the 
deity and lordship of Jesus Christ.” 
Such a person might say, “ I accept 
His teachings on morality and ethics, 
but I cannot accept His divinity.”

•Pastor, First Church, New Castle, Ind.

No officer in a bank could long 
remain in a position of trust if he 
were to admit that he mishandled 
the accounts of his customers only 
once each year, and during the other 
364 days he was an honest, careful 
banker.

There is no such thing as a safe 
tire with a slow leak.

Serious-minded people cannot re­
spect a woman who is almost virtu­
ous, or virtuous most of the time.

W hy these elementary similes? 
W hy have I listed these axiomatic 
viewpoints? Because the big word 
in statesmanship and international 
diplom acy today is “ com prom ise.”

In the field of world diplomacy,
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compromise is often very necessary. 
Give-and-take is the road to harmony 
in all social relationships. But in the 
field of religion where fundamental 
imperatives are at stake, there can be 
no compromise. For the righteous 
soul to compromise is to surrender 
the whole field. Satan and his hosts 
can afford to go halfway, but the 
Christian cannot.

The Church of the Nazarene is a 
holiness church. Our church is dis­
tinctive, definite, and dynamic about 
holiness. It is our solemn responsi­
bility to see that we do not tame our 
message down and make ourselves so 
commonplace and so cool that we 
tolerate and take in about everything. 
Beginning in our great headquarters, 
our seminary, Bible College, colleges, 
districts, local churches, and to our 
mission fields around the world, we 
cannot be invertebrated in regard to 
holiness as a doctrine, experience, 
and a life to be lived.

W e cannot tame down the message 
of holiness to suit the pride and the 
weakness and godlessness of this age. 
We dare not tame down the message 
of holiness in order to have wider 
fellowship among those who differ 
with us doctrinally.

In the words of Dr. C. J. Fowler, 
speaking at First Church of the Naz­
arene in Chicago in 1913, “ A  preacher 
who preaches once in grace always 
in grace, or eternal security, and who 
believes that sin can never be erad­
icated, would not feel at home in a 
red-hot holiness meeting or holiness

college, where they preached and 
taught eradication. Neither would a 
man who was a pronounced second- 
blessing holiness man, and believed 
that salvation is for everybody, and 
if a man backslid he w ould go to hell, 
feel at home among our Calvinistic 
friends.”

The early founders and the great 
army of promoters of our beloved 
Zion were predominantly obsessed 
and motivated by the spirit of evan­
gelism. The spirit of evangelism still 
is the best way to prom ote the Church 
of the Nazarene. I w ould say holiness 
evangelism— if you  please— first-and- 
second-blessing holiness evangelism 
that eradicates the “ old man.”

John W esley said, “ W hen Christian 
perfection is preached, all the work 
of God prospers.” That is what P. F. 
Bresee preached when he organized 
our first Nazarene church in Califor­
nia in a board tabernacle. It worked 
over 60 years ago; it w orked over 
2,000 years ago on the Day of Pente­
cost; it will w ork in 1970 if we as 
Nazarenes— teachers, laymen, pastors, 
evangelists, and administrators— will 
pay the price to make it work.

W e have everything to promote 
the gospel except enough burning, 
consuming passion of the first Pente­
cost. Pentecost was the answer to 
the Early Church’s compromising. 
Pentecost is our only hope. Pentecost 
produced holy living and flaming wit­
nessing. Holiness foreverm ore— let us 
possess it, live it, and proclaim it. We 
must not tame down!

But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of 
an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

II Tim. 4:5
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This "tab le t," taken w ith the 
one im m ed iate ly  fo llow ing, 
w ill m ake  go o d  m edicine

"The Reverend Mr. Mayor"

By Carlos H. Sparks*

S
h o r t l y  a f t e r  taking o ffice  as m ayor 

o f the city o f Cow an, Tenn., it was 
m y honor to speak before  the W inches­
ter (T en n .) R otary  Club. There had 
been  no heated charges or coun ter­
charges in the earlier cam paign, but 
it w as often  suggested that a preacher 
and politics did  not m ix. T here was no 
notion  on m y part that it was politics 
— just another w ay to serve m y  com ­
m unity and m ake a contribution  of 
ideas and service. E igh ty -six  percent 
o f those voting  expressed their co n fi­
dence in m y behalf.

D efensively, perhaps, I told the R o -  
tarians, “ If a preacher cannot be  a m ay ­
or, then a Christian cannot be  a m ayor. 
If a Christian cannot be a m ayor, then 
w e are saying, ‘L eave politics to the 
underw orld .’ ” Sounded good! I took 
I Cor. 9 :22 as m y text, “ . . . I am m ade 
all things to all men, that I m ight by 
all m eans save som e,”  and proceeded  to 
“ preach” on the su bject “ T he C om part­
ments o f L ife .”  They w ere convinced 
it was all right for  m e to have the job. 
M r. Traviss Hitt, president of the F arm ­
er ’s National Bank, said, “ That was the 
finest w e ever heard in our m eetings,” 
M r. H. L ou is Scott, superintendent of 
schools, said, “ Y ou  answ ered a qu es­
tion that has plagued m e for  years re ­
garding m y jo b  and m y church.”  Y et 
time perhaps w ould  tell if the m a yor- 
preacher had conv in ced  him self. The 
tw o years that fo llow ed  held one o f the 
m ost unique experiences in the C hris­

•Pastor, Johnson City, Tenn.

tian-politica l realm. I share it because, 
w hile it was laden with honor and a 
certain prestige, it was also freighted 
with a potential to ruin a good preacher 
in a hurry.

W e hear it said, “ T here is politics in 
the church.”  O ne m ust be in politics 
to see the error o f this statement. “ Their 
w ays are not our w ays,”  and unless you  
are strong enough to m ake you r w ay 
theirs, you  had better leave it alone. 
There m ight be a ticket to tear up. If 
you  refuse, you  lose a friend. If you  
consent, you  lose G od out o f  you r heart. 
B y  the grace o f G od “ I kept the faith” 
and w on friends too.

W ith w hom  w ill you  serve? M y c o ­
w orkers, the city council, w ere a group 
o f fine Christian m en with high ideals, 
not unlike m y own. W hat w ould  I have 
done, I asked m yself tim e and again, 
if a bunch  o f rascals had been  elected 
to serve along w ith m e? A s surely  as 
I received  credit for  the fine things our 
council did, I w ould  have received  
blam e had w e an u ngodly  group.

D id it help the church  G od  called me 
to pastor? D irectly, no. Indirectly, yes. 
G od and our good  council helped us to 
reorganize virtually  every  departm ent 
in  the city. Personnel changes w ere 
necessary in som e cases. W e w ere in ­
strum ental in  establishing a new  m u n ic­
ipal bu ild ing with an expanded library. 
The city was publicized in the press 
every  week. The image, according to 
leading citizens, was greatly im proved 
across the state. W e w ere successful in 
getting a new  city charter passed by
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the Tennessee G eneral A ssem bly. W a­
ter and sew er system s w ere expanded; 
a new  fire alarm was installed, and a 
new  fire engine purchased. A pril o f
1966, a grateful com m unity— the fa ctor­
ies, the m an in the street, rich  and 
poor, colored  and w hite— raised enough 
m oney to send us to Scotland b y  jet to 
preach in eight o f our Nazarene chu rch ­
es. But our people w ere often  m ore 
im pressed by  a rash of speeding tickets 
than b y  the far stronger goodw ill.

D id  it hurt the preach er-m ayor? No. 
P rim arily because I asked G od  each 
day for  guidance in civic as w ell as 
church  affairs. N o council m eeting was 
ever begun w ithout the invocation  of 
G od ’s blessing upon us. B ecause o f this 
good start, w e never heard a profane 
w ord from  the council. A ccord in g  to 
the record, this was quite a change in 
atmosphere. I believe I was loved. Not 
because I was preacher or m ayor, but 
because I was G od ’s. M y first and m ost 
em barrassing encounter w ith honor was 
in front o f the post o ffice  w hen  a k in d ­
ly  and sincere old  colored  gentlem an 
bow ed  very  low  and said, “ G ood  m orn ­

ing, Y ou r H on or!”— a practice h e  co n ­
tinued each day I saw  him. Y et m ost 
o f  the tim e it seem ed a daydream  that 
I was really  m ayor.

W ould  I do it again? No! G od need 
on ly  show  us a thing once. O ur coun cil 
as w ell as c iv ic  and business leaders 
w ere disappointed that I did not seek 
reelection . A t the farew ell serv ice  (u p ­
on leaving the city  for  a new  p astora te ), 
in w hich  folk  from  ev ery  com m union  
took  part, Rev. D avid  B row n, pastor of 
the Cum berland Presbyterian  church, 
said, “ H e belongs to the Nazarenes and 
w e w ou ld  not for a m om ent deny that 
fact, for  he is a Nazarene; bu t in  a great 
sense he belongs to us all because he 
has given  him self to all o f us.”  Y et to ­
day I still w onder w hat w ou ld  have 
happened in m y  church  if those hours 
o f toil in the behalf o f  a city  had been  
shifted m ore d irectly  to the interest o f 
the lost.

D o  I have advice? Y es! P reacher 
friend, if y ou  seek pu blic o ffice  as a 
m inisterial sideline, be  sure to pray  to 
G od  first, and w hatever you  do, d on ’t 
answer you r ow n  prayer.

The W o rld  of

John Wesley Jones, D.D.

By John W. M ay*

John Wesley Jones was feeling left out of things. He laid down his 
newspaper with the news of local clergymen engaged in the latest fad of 
social evangelism. J. W. had never been invited to sit as an arbiter in a 
labor-management dispute. He had never stood up in city hall and made 
an impassioned speech on a local issue. The nearest he had ever come to 
leading a march downtown was the Fourth of July when Brother Brown 
didn’t show up to drive the float the youth had built for the parade, and 
J. W. J. had to do it. He had never grown a beard, excepting once on a

•Pastor, Nashville, Tenn.
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hunting trip. His sideburns were of conventional length. Moving to a mirror, 
he saw they extended a half inch below the earpieces of his glasses. “Need 
a haircut— must take care of it before Sunday,” he muttered.

Dr. J. W. J. slumped back into his chair, thinking how unlike the 
modern preacher image he was. Two sermons on Sunday, a prayer meeting 
message, studying weekday mornings, calling in the afternoons, presiding 
at necessary business meetings, doing his best to keep the church machinery 
oiled and moving— this was the story of his life. It was not glamorous—  
surely not worth a headline in the E nquirer.

What is the sense of all this? he asked himself. What have I really 
done for the world? J. W. was not a crusader, and he knew it. By no 
stretch of the imagination could he be said to resemble one in his con­
servative suit, with its shiny elbows, knees, and seat. Have I missed the 
boat? he pondered almost out loud.

J. W. J. began to reminisce in an effort to recall if he had ever really 
fit into the life of the community. Oh, he had prayed at council meetings 
and civic gatherings; he had delivered baccalaureate addresses; he had 
served his turn as hospital chaplain. But did he fit into the real life of 
the community? Was the true process of evangelism more secular than 
evangelistic, more materialistic than spiritual? If so, he had certainly been 
wrong in his approach.

For some reason, the face of a young man leaped before him. Just two 
weeks ago he had brought Johnny to the front of the church and presented 
him with a farewell gift as he left for the service. He had hoped that the 
young lad would feel a call to preach, but somehow that didn’t seem to be 
the will of the Lord. Rather, his interests ran in the direction of business 
administration. Preparation for this, however, would now have to be de­
layed until he finished his tour of duty.

His mind jumped back a few years to a call he had received from the 
Cradle Roll supervisor. Mrs. Beal had found a new baby to enroll, and a 
prospect family. Would Dr. J. W . J. call? He had found not only the baby, 
but a heart-hungry mother and daddy; and Johnny, just entering his teens. 
Once again he thrilled as he recalled the first Sunday that prospect family 
came to church, and a smile creased his face with happiness as he remem­
bered the revival when Johnny knelt at the altar and gave his heart to God. 
Soon his mother had come also. His daddy was under conviction, but hadn’t 
yielded yet. A  prayer for his salvation was on J. W. J.’s lips as he broke 
his reverie.

Pastor John Wesley Jones reached for his calling list. Must call on them 
tomorrow, he mused, and wrote their name at the bottom of a list of four 
or five other families. Inadvertently he sighed again— this time a satisfied 
little gasp. His world might be limited and confined, and his activities might 
not be as spectacular as the preachers in the news story, but he wouldn’t 
trade places with them. Nor would he sell the work of vital evangelism 
short! While there is a place for other types of work, there is no greater 
thrill, nor could a greater sense of achievement be acquired, than in leading 
souls to Jesus. The drama might not be as earth-shattering as to be news­
worthy for publication, but the dividends were greater. At least this was 
the way that Dr. J. W . J. felt about it.
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The Mechanics of the Ministry

By Raymond C. Kratzer*

Part VI. Pulpit Decorum

A  m a j o r  p o r t i o n  o f a preacher’s 
m inistry is done from  the pulpit. 

H e is on  display from  five to six hours 
a w eek  to a discrim inating congregation  
w ho are average in their curiosity  and 
judgm ents. H ow  he dresses, the w ay 
he sits or stands, the expression  on his 
face, the tone o f his voice, and his total 
m anner etch an unforgettable im age 
upon the m inds and hearts o f his hear­
ers. Consequently, every  facet o f his 
deportm ent s h o u l d  be continuously 
w atched lest he fail to adorn the gospel 
w hich  he so earnestly seeks to portray 
and present.

I find m yself evaluating a m an ’s use­
fulness or im portance by  the im pact he 
has upon m e w hen he is on  display. 
Either consciously  or unconsciously, the 
aura o f a m an ’s personality affects our 
relationship w ith him. A side from  the 
norm al rapport betw een  tw o similar 
personalities, w hich  elicits friendships 
and ease o f com m unication, there are 
m any people to w hom  w e react favor­
ably because of their pleasing personal­
ities. W hen w e observe these types in 
the pulpit, w e are prone to listen to 
what they have to say and feel that it 
is o f im portance. A nother less gracious 
individual m ay say good  things, but w e 
are not im pressed by  him  because of 
the w indow  through w hich  w e observe 
him.

•Superintendent, Northwest District, Yakima, 
Wash.

B ooks have been  w ritten upon  the 
subject o f w inning friends and p ro je c t­
ing leadership im pressions. Sales o r ­
ganizations have long  ago recognized 
the value o f the m anner and deportm ent 
o f their salesmen. Yes, and the W ord  
o f G od  has m uch  to say about on e ’s 
attitudes and relationships, especially  
those of the m inister, in order to m ore 
adequately “ sell” the greatest produce 
in the w orld— the gospel o f our blessed 
God.

But to be specific, let us look  at 
several things o f w hich  every  preacher 
should be continually conscious in order 
to do the best jo b  possible in represent­
ing the varied aspects o f  G od ’s m essage 
to man.

Platform posture
The w ay the pastor com es to the p la t­

form  can be exceed ing ly  m eaningful in 
setting a proper tone for  the service. 
If he rushes onto the platform  w ith a 
handful o f notes and a w orried  look, 
the w hole serv ice  m ay su ffer spiritual 
dyspepsia. Involuntarily  the people w ill 
feel their pastor is unprepared. They 
w ill w onder if he m ight forget som e 
other im portant thing, since it seems 
evident that he on ly  collected  his 
thoughts at the last m inute. Som e m e­
thodical persons w ill w onder what he 
has been  doing all w eek  and what they 
are paying him  for, anyw ay. C ou ldn ’t
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he at least have given  som e pre-th ought 
to the order o f the service, so that he 
cou ld  have appeared calm  w hen he came 
to the p latform ?

T o approach the platform  in a direct 
and pleasing m anner, perhaps kneeling 
for a w ord  o f  prayer, or at least sitting 
with a bow ed head for a m om ent or 
tw o, has an am eliorative e ffect on p eo ­
ple. M any have com e from  a harrow ing 
w eek in w hich  frustrations have been 
m any. Just to look  at their spiritual 
shepherd and to see the calm  look  on 
his face  g ives them strength and cou r­
age.

The facial expressions of the preacher 
as he sits on  the platform  are so im ­
portant. T o  look  over his audience with 
eyes o f friendship and warm th means 
so m uch. W hen the song leader is co n ­
ducting the song service, the pastor 
should enter into it. W hen a special 
speaker is in his pulpit, he should sit 
w ith rapt attention, w atching the speak­
er and responding to his main points 
with firm  “ am ens.”  H ow  can he expect 
his congregation  to get excited  about 
m issions w hen a m issionary is speaking 
if he looks bored, or is checking his 
date book  to see what happens next 
w eek ?

N ot on ly  should a preacher be co n ­
scious o f w here he looks as he sits on 
the platform , and o f his facial ex p res­
sion, but also w hether his m outh is 
open  or closed. I recall one very  fine 
pastor w ho had an unsightly habit o f 
letting his m outh droop  open w hen a 
special song was sung by  som eone, or 
w hen another speaker was talking. A l­
though he was a sharp youn g  man, he 
look ed  dum b with his m outh draped 
half open.

The m anner in w hich  a preacher 
crosses his legs can be unsightly. He 
should ask his w ife to report on him, or 
take a cam era shot w hen he looks like 
a frog  w ith  a bad case o f rheumatism. 
A n d  w hat is m ore unsightly than to see 
a pastor’s trousers halfw ay to his knees 
w ith a shock  o f w hite skin sparsely 
decked  w ith curly  hair. W hen he 
preaches on  m odesty, it w ill go over 
like a lead balloon.

T he w ay a preacher arises from  his 
chair to go to the pulpit should be a 
m atter o f thoughtful consideration. It 
should indicate interest, forthrightness, 
and an eagerness to announce the next 
part o f the service. W hen the B ible is 
read, it should be done with accuracy. 
Even the w ay the B ible is held should 
be an illustration to the children that it 
is G od 's Book.

Voice levels
The voice  is the m ost m arvelous in ­

strum ent w ith w hich the minister m ay 
control his audience. I recall v iv id ly  
m y first pastor’s report to a district 
assem bly m any years ago. Dr. James
B. Chapman was the presiding general 
superintendent. I had been  pastoring 
in a sm all church  w here the farthest 
person was on ly about 25 feet from  me. 
Consequently I was unaware that m y 
voice  level m ight not penetrate the large 
auditorium  in w hich  the district assem­
bly  was being held. I began m y report 
w ith stars in m y eyes, because I felt it 
was a good report for the year— budgets 
paid, gains in every  w ay— but I had a 
m ute on m y trumpet. Dr. Chapman 
stopped m e dead in m y tracks before 
I had tw o sentences out and asked la­
con ically : “A re  y ou  a p reach er?” I 
turned red and replied  in the affirm a­
tive. He then counselled: “ W ell, then, 
speak up so that you  can be heard.”  It 
was a rough lesson, but I never forgot 
it.

The B ible says, “L ift up you r voice 
like a trum pet.” N ow  the trum pet never 
needs to apologize w hen it speaks. It 
cuts through the entire band by  its 
positive note. The flute m ay apologize 
for its intrusion, but never the trumpet. 
M inisters need not scream , but they 
should speak up! S ince that fa r -o ff  day 
o f m y  first assem bly report, I have tried 
to speak lou d ly  enough  so that a person 
hard o f hearing cou ld  get m ost o f m y 
message. If m inisters w ould  be con ­
scious o f their “ vo ice -im pact,”  they 
could  even  m ake their announcem ents 
m ore im pressive.

M oreover, attention must be given 
to the tone  o f the voice. Even w hen
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preaching upon  the sterner aspects of 
G od ’s W ord, there should be  a kindness 
and tenderness underlying the rebuke 
to sin. P eter says, “ F inally  . . .  be 
courteous . . . ”  (I  Pet. 3 :8 ) .

Avoiding wordiness
E xcessive verbiage tends to dull 

a service and certainly blunts the edge 
o f m any an im portant statement. I 
have heard preachers exhort on every  
announcem ent they m ade from  the 
Sunday bulletin. It seem s to m e that 
on ly  br ie f attention should be draw n to 
announcem ents that are printed and in 
the peop le ’s hands. L ikew ise, w hen  the 
congregation  is asked to stand on the 
p re -p ra yer  song, the public prayer 
should begin  im m ediately thereafter, 
w ith the exception  o f a brie f listing of 
subjects fo r  special prayer. A  spirit o f 
prayer can be largely  dissipated if 
the pastor, fo llow in g  the prayer song, 
spends five m inutes talking to the p e o ­
ple about the need  o f prayer for this 
and that. A  stupor settles dow n  w hen 
this is done, and it takes half the 
prayer time to recoup  the atm osphere 
o f prayer w hich  was ach ieved w ith the 
prayer song.

Collections
The public o ffering  is another vital 

part o f any service. The m inister’s ap­
proach to this can m ake it a success or 
failure, a bothersom e ad junct to the 
service or an experience o f worship. 
T he ushers should be trained to w alk 
to the front o f the church  in splendid 
form  at the call o f the m inister. It is 
usually best to  use m en in this position. 
P eople  w ill g ive m ore confidently  w hen  
the offering  plate is passed by  adults 
rather than by  children. It lends dignity 
and im portance to this part o f the ser­
vice.

T hose w ho take the o ffering  should 
have som e guidance from  the pastor—  
perhaps a book  to study w hich  can be 
obtained from  the Publishing House. 
T h ey  should be alert to pass the plates 
to everyone— 100 percent o f the people. 
I have w atched a timid usher pass up

visitors in a church  because he seem ed 
to feel em barrassed to ask them  for 
m oney. F orget it! It is a privilege to 
g ive to G od. I recall sitting on  the 
platform  in one church  w ith a $10.00 
b ill in m y hand. The usher never came 
near m e. A n d  you  m ay have guessed 
it, the pastor was always com plaining 
that people w eren ’t g iving enough to 
pay the bills.

If the pastor w ou ld  give a tw o -m in ­
ute anecdote on  the blessings o f tithing 
ju st before  the o ffering  on  Sunday 
m orning, and then call his ushers 
forw ard  w ith  dispatch, o ffer a w e ll- 
th ou gh t-ou t prayer, and be  the first to 
place his tithing envelope in the plate, 
things w ould  begin  to change in the 
area o f finances in his church.

Public prayer
U sually it is best for the pastor to 

pray the pu blic prayer on Sunday m orn ­
ing. If he asks the audience to kneel, 
he should kneel on one side o f the p u l­
pit, always facing the people, perhaps 
with his hand on the pulpit. It is a 
breach  o f decoru m  to go to the pulpit 
chair and kneel w ith  his back  to the 
people. T here are tim es w hen  it is ad­
visable to ask a visiting m inister or 
som e laym an in the church  to pray the 
m orning prayer. It is good  to contact 
this person  ahead o f time, if possible, 
and then w hen  the audience is asked 
to stand for  prayer to have him  com e 
to the altar and lead the prayer.

T he pastor should watch that he does 
not do 100 percent o f the praying. I 
have been  in som e services w here the 
pastor prayed  the invocation , the o ffer ­
tory  prayer, the m orning prayer, a 
prayer for  dedication  o f babies, and the 
benediction. H e cou ld  certain ly  be 
called  a “praying preacher.”  It is good 
to use other people  to pray also. H ow ­
ever, a pastor should  be w ise in  calling 
on people for pu blic  prayer. Som e folk 
are so tim id that they com e to church 
terrified lest they be  called  upon to 
pray in public. T hey m ay be the most 
devoted  people on earth, but have a 
tim id disposition. A  thoughtfu l pastor 
w ill adjudge his fo lk  and seek to make
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each  serv ice  enrich ing both  to those 
w h o participate and those w ho share in 
other w ays. Som e fo lk  have a talent for 
pu b lic  prayer, and others do  not. Just 
as y ou  w ou ldn ’t ask som e persons to 
sing a special song in church, even 
though they have a m elody  in their 
hearts, just so you  should not ask som e 
peop le  to vo ice  a congregation ’s needs 
in prayer, although they m ay be most 
faithful prayer w arriors.

Watching the little things
The adm onition  o f the Scriptures to 

“m ake fu ll use o f thy m inistry . . . 
w atching in A L L  T H IN G S,”  involves 
every  aspect o f the personality o f the 
preacher, especia lly  w hen  he stands b e ­
hind the sacred desk or sits on the 
platform  as the m an o f G od. The neat­
ness o f  his dress, the shine on his shoes, 
the cleanliness o f his face and hands 
and fingernails, the groom ing o f his 
hair, the pleasantness o f  his breath, and 
the absence o f  bod y  odors all play an 
im portant part because he is the “ ves­
se l” through w hich  the W ater o f L ife  
is poured.

I have w atched som e m en preach 
with their hand or hands in their p ock ­
ets m ost o f the time, thus low ering  the 
effectiveness o f  the serm on. I have 
been  d isconcerted  b y  som e preachers 
w h o constantly rattled som e change in 
their pockets, or fingered  their glasses, 
or toyed  w ith  other objects. Som e 
m inisters detract because they are a l­
w ays n ervously  tw itch ing their fingers. 
Others have an annoying in flection  in 
their vo ices w hich  gives an echo at the 
end o f every  sentence. A sk  som e friend 
— or perhaps it had better be  you r w ife 
or teen -age  child— to exam ine y ou  crit­
ica lly  for  a few  w eeks and relate to 
you  his im pressions. Bew are, how ever! 
Som eone said that his w orst enem y was 
his on ce-tru sted  friend to w hom  he said: 
“ I w ant you  to be real frank w ith me 
and tell m e m y faults.”  B ut rem em ber 
that a sign o f intelligence is a w illin g ­
ness to change for the better. A n d  in 
the k ingdom  o f G od, w e should be m ost 
eager to adorn the G ospel to the best 
o f our ability.

Practical 
Points

that make 
a difference

An apology that made 

no difference

Dear Son:
Our pastor apologized to his congrega­

tion this morning! I appreciated his spirit, 
hut could not understand his lack of prep­
aration.

You see, he stayed up all Saturday night 
with a very sick neighbor and didn’t have 
time to prepare his sermon.

Now he was doing what a faithful pastor 
might do, but why wasn’t that message 
prepared before Saturday night? Didn’t 
he know what he was going to preach 
about?

I am only a “lay observer” about preach­
ing, but I want my pastor in his study 
reading, praying, meditating, and prepar­
ing in a way that I can never prepare.

When I come to church, I want to listen 
to a heart which has digested truth until 
it communicates with warmth to my own 
heart— and I know that takes time.

Son, don't disappoint your people Sun­
day morning! Give a message from your 
heart which takes the best of your mind, 
the best of your discipline, and places it 
simply and urgently before a hungry peo­
ple.

Love
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Prayer for the Sanctuary

By Maxine Clark

Dear God:

We invite Thee to dwell in our sanctuary dedicated to Thy use.
Fill this house with Thy Spirit, and each one who enters here.
Help us not to mistake the beauty of it for Thy presence, but let Thy presence 

be the essence of its beauty.
We have made it attractive because we love Thee, and want Thy house to 

be a pleasant place in which to fellowship with Thee.
Let us not soil it with gossiping or unnecessary visiting, but rather let it be 

a Zion and a mercy seat where we can commune with Thee.
Let the weary feel Thy soothing hand on their brows and be refreshed.
Let the heavy-laden leave their burdens here with Thee and find rest.
Let the weak be renewed with strength.
Let the sorrowing find comfort here.
May this house of prayer motivate sinners to repentance, and Christians to 

a full surrender to Thy will.
Hallow this house with Thy peace and seal it with Thy love.
Give us tears at the altar and tears in the pew, and may we be compelled 

by Thy love to go out into the highways and byways and bring others to 
this place of peace and strength to find Thee.

Let our faith rise to Thee as Thy Spirit hovers.
Let us be so saturated with prayer that others will be magnetized to Thy house 

and to Thee.
Fill us with Thy love and help us to be better servants of Thine because we 

have met Thee here, and Thou hast met with us.
Let the young and old, the rich and poor feel welcome here.
As we walk on the carpet, help us to know that God will undcrgird our souls.
As we sit in the pews, let us feel Thy presence beside us.
As we bow in prayer, let Thy Spirit speak peace to us.
As we view the lights, help us to think of Jesus— the Light of the World.
As we hear God’s Word proclaimed from the pulpit, help us to open our hearts 

and let it take root in good ground.
Give us each a new heart and help us to rededicate our lives to Thy service.
Bless each person who had a part in making this what it is— whether in work, 

giving, or prayer.
Our hearts swell with praise to Thee for our marvelous sanctuary.
Help us to keep it sacred and fit for Thy use.
May the music, songs, prayers, sermons, and all that is said and done here 

glorify Thee, our Heavenly Father, who gave us our beloved house of 
worship.

In Jesus' wonderful name. Amen.

Submitted by Joseph E. Thomas, Fillmore, Calif.
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T h e

PASTOR’S
S U P P L E M E N T

C om piled by The Genera! S tew ardsh ip  Committee  Dr. W illis Snowbarger, Editor

G E N E R A L  S T E W A R D S H I P  C O M M I T T E E
Edward Lawlor, Gen. Supt. Adviser 
E. S. Phillips, Chairman 
Willis Snowbarger, Secretary

Members 
M. A. Lunn 
John Stockton 
Mary Scott 
B. Edgar Johnson 
Bennett Dudney
O. Joe Olson

Dean Wessels 
A. F. Harper 
Paul Skiles 
Kenneth Rice 
W. T. Purkiser 
R. W. Hurn

H. Dale Mitchell
H. T. Reza 
John Knight 
Wilson Lanpher 
M. Lunn
T. W. Willingham

COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION (RADIO)

A Reminder!

T h e

JULY OFFERING for SPANISH RADIO
“ L A  H O R A  N A Z A R fc iS iA ”

Sounding Out the Gospel to Many 
in A ll Spanish-speaking Countries

Y O U R  O FFER IN G  

IS O U R  T O T A L  S U P P O R T

A Magnificent Project of the 

NAZARENE WORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY
July, 1970 17



NAZARENE INFORMATION SERVICE

"Best" Church News Sfory
FOR MORE TH AN  40 years, John 

T. Stewart, an ordained minister, 
wrote and edited church news. He 
was religion editor of the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch  when he retired a few  
years ago.

Stewart was a forceful expositor 
of gospel truth in the pulpit and a 
strong church news editor. In a book 
entitled How to G et Y our Church  
News in Print, Stewart declared that 
during his career he was amazed “ by 
the scope of church news, its height 
and depth.”

Of Continuing Importance
“ Religion and church life reach 

every age and condition of man—  
they are the only concerns that carry 
through from  the cradle to the grave.”

However, he said that about 90 per­
cent of church news submitted to 
newspapers ends in the wastebasket 
because it is not news. “ These items 
belong in the church bulletin or the 
weekly parish newsletter, but not in 
the news columns of a newspaper.”

Seek Wider Interest
“ M uch of the church news sent to 

the press gives the impression that a 
large part of what the church and 
pastor do is unimportant if not 
trivial.”

The most popular and w idely read 
church news story handled by Stew­
art came from  a Sunday school in 
North St. Louis.

A  class of junior boys and girls 
was told by the teacher about chil­
dren in an isolated Ozark com m u­
nity who had never tasted fresh milk.

“ The wise teacher didn’t preach a 
sermon— just told her story— and the 
children were moved.

“ They volunteered to raise money

to buy a cow. The campaign to raise 
funds touched the entire church. Par­
ents, teachers, and friends partici­
pated.

“ The m oney was raised and a cow 
purchased. The animal was brought 
to the front of the church in a truck, 
given a name, and then hauled to the 
Ozark village.”

Story Used Coast to Coast

The story in picture and word was 
published widely because it contained 
almost every element required of a 
newsworthy church story.

The main persons in the event were 
children and the mainspring of the 
story was their natural tenderness. 
The milk cow  with her usefulness 
and gentleness was another appealing 
factor.

The incident was another illustra­
tion in the old, old story of Christian 
compassion. It was a “ story of faith 
in action, and that is what makes 
news. In fact, nothing else makes 
good church news— or any other kind 
of new s!”

Nazarene pastors are rem inded of 
the availability o f the folder Press
Relations for Pastors, written by, and 
available free from : N.I.S., 6401 the 
Paseo, Kansas City, Mo.

Dr. Hugh C. Benner, retired gen­
eral superintendent who maintained 
good press relations as a pastor and 
administrator, has praised the book­
let as an “ effective tool” for pastors.

A  California newspaper editor re­
cently termed the brochure “ the 
finest advice I have ever seen for 
pastors and their press relations.”

O . J o e  O l s o n
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING

Let me 
tell you . . .

Many workers in your church are entitled to receive a CST AWARD 
or DIPLOMA.

However, these are not sent automatically when the required courses 
are completed. They must be requested on the form below.

Free upon request from, CHRISTIAN SERVICE TRAINING
6401 The Paseo 
Kansas City, Mo. 64131

July, 1970 19



EDUCATION

C o lle g e s  

a ^Necessitij

2\To mtc iuho has taken time to tueiglj the importance o f  
C hristian  education tit hnilftiug QHjristian character anit 
in prom oting tlje khtgiunu o f  3Jesus (Clirist on earth can 
bonbt tlje absolute necessity o f  Ijaiung fu ll-sa lh a tion  
scltools fo r  the training o f  you n g  men anit ioomen.

JITe ueeit schools  to preserve the fmthantentals o f our 

faith. neeh the holiness college to huilb the right type of 

(ttljristiau character. lUc neeh holiness colleges in oritcr to 

train men a nit tiunucu to propagate the iuictriite o f  full 
salhation in tlje earth.

(To gibe a cljitrch spiritual, coitsecrateb yom tg men aiti» 
iuonten hi ho stanb fo r  the fuuhanteittals, anit tuho hatieV v ’ v v

fu ll salhation, is to assure  the future o f  that movement.

IH*. 1\. (T. p i i l l ia m s  

A u g u s t 23, H133
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WORLD MISSIONS

“ Would you like to 
use one of our 
m issionary slide 
sets?”

MISSION FIELD SLIDES NOW AVAILABLE

S lid e s  w ith  Taped S c r ip t S lid e s  w ith  P rin te d  S c r ip t
SST 7029 SL-7029 TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
SST 7027  SL-7027 HAITI
SST 7025 SL-7025 JAMAICA
SST 7026 SL-7026 PUERTO RICO
SST 7028 SL-7028 BARBADOS
SST 7030 SL-7030 NAZARENE TRAINING COLLEGE

RENTAL COST:
S lid e  s e t and taped  s c r ip t .....................................................$3.50
S lid e  s e t and p r in te d  s c r ip t .................................................. $3.00

ORDER from
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Film Distribution Center 
Box 527
Kansas City, Mo. 64141
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STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship Education Material 
Is Available for 
Children and Teens

CHILDREN TEEN-AGERS

! CAN HELP GOD, is a 20-page 
booklet, for children ages 6-8. (NZ)
BL516 25c or 5 for $1.00

BELONGS TO ME? is a 16-page 
booklet for ages 9-11. (NZ)
BL515 25c or 5 for $1.00

CHILDREN’S STEWARDSHIP KIT
— four filmstrips 
— two records 
— four guides (NZ)

VA-2255 all for $22.50

TAKE CARE, MAN! by Millard Reed, 
is a stewardship study for teens. 
(NZ)

$1.50

Watch for stewardship programs in 
the TEEN GUIDE.

A ll Available  

at Nazarene 

Publishing House

fls the Twig Is Bent . . .
22 The Nazarene Preacher



MOVING
NAZARENES!

You can help the Church of the Nazarene keep in touch 
with its members and friends who find it necessary to relocate, 
by supplying essential information. Names of Moving Naz­
arenes are usually processed the same day they are received 
in the office.

Use the following report form or write to the Department 
of Evangelism for additional report cards.

P le a s e  P r in t

The following moved to a new community:
(a p p ro x im a te  d a te  o f  m o ve )

Name and new address are as follows:

Name _ __________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________
s tre e t  c i ty  s ta te  z ip

Their relationship to our church is: Member- SS Friends__

Additional in fo rm ation :____ ______________________________________ _

Pastor
S tre e t________
City, State, Zip 
District __

July. 1970 23



550 RADII
—Make "LA HC

The Largest Evangelical 

Production , Station Time , one

BUT-DARE
— When We Consider the Tim

— When We Consider Our P!a

— When We Consider the Hun

$65,000
JULY OFFERING FOR SPANISH
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NAZARENE W ORLD MISSIONARY SOCIETY

STATIONS
4 NAZARENA"
io Broadcast in Spanish 

?rv/ce Costs Continue to Rise

(E DO LESS
Which We Live? 

n History and in God s Plan? 

Multitude?

THE 1970 G O A L

A D I O A Project ot Your

NAZARENE W ORLD M ISS IO N A R Y  SOCIETY
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NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE

who has 
the 
answer

... helping junior boys and girls gain a fuller 
understanding of the Acts of the Apostles and their church.

0l» O E M  1970-71
Q U IZZER 'S  ED IT IO N  III
Q uestions fo r  s tudy and advance 
p repa ra tion  w ith  ‘‘ look up ”  re fe r­
ences fo r answers. A lso con ta ins  
th e  o ff ic ia l ru les  and s tud y  sug­
gestions.
N -700  35c

A N SW E R  BOX
The o ff ic ia l m ethod  fo r  in d ic a tin g  
the  answers d u r in g  team  co m p e ti­
t io n . Creates fu n  and e xc item en t! 
One se t o f fo u r boxes needed fo r 
each team.
N -682  P er se t, $2.50

L E A D ER ’S  ED IT IO N  III
S pecia l gu idance  fo r  those  super­
v is in g  the  q u iz  program . Inc ludes 
o ff ic ia l ru les and se t o f questions 
w ith  c o rre c t answers in d ica te d . 
N-701 50c

S H IE L D  B IB L E
Every q u izze r needs h is  own B ib le . 
Inc lud es  num erous fea tu res  p a r tic u ­
la rly  h e lp fu l fo r  ju n io r-age  use. 1,144 
pages. 4 %  x lV z" . D urable  c lo th  board. 
B -800N  $ 2 .3 0 ,

C H U R C H  OF TH E N A ZA R EN E
A handy book le t o f v ita l in form a- 

cm m cH ' t io n  on the  h is tory , governm ent,
w m o f r m  a ux ilia r ie s , in s t itu t io n s , creed, and 
n a z a r*  : g row th  o f the  C hurch o f th e  Naza- 

gjjg rene. 1 0  pages.
B L-514 .15; 12 fo r  $ 1.25;

1 0 0  fo r  $ 1 0 .0 0

Order Your Supplies EARLY!

---- mm
i s *

SC O R E  S H E E T  PAD
For keep ing  the  o ff ic ia l rec­
ord. Each pad co n ta in s  25 
spec ia l 8 V2 x 1 1 " fo rm s fo r 
ta b u la t in g  scores. I llu s tra tio n  
show ing  use w ith  ru les. 
U -1802  Per pad, 50c

Prices slightly higher 01 ontinental United States

A FUN-TYPE LEARNING  
PROGRAM challenging all 
jun iors to become better 
acquainted w ith God’s Word 
and the ir church.

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE p o s t  o f f i c e  b o x  5 2 7 , K a n s a s  c it y ,  M i s s o u r i  6 4 u i
W ashington at Bresee, Pasadena, C a lifo rn ia  91104 • IN CANADA: 1592 B loo r S treet, West, Toronto 9, Ontario

26 The Nazarene Preacher



MINISTERIAL BENEVOLENCE

Keep Your 
District 
in the

S
H
A
D
E

in 1970!
July, 1970

The shaded spaces indicate each year 
the district paid at least 90 percent 

of its NMBF apportionment.

D IS T R IC T
A k ro n
Alabama
Alaska
Arizon a
Canada A t la n t ic  
Canada C entral 
Canada Pacific 
Canada West 
C entra l C a lifo rn ia  
C entra l O h io  
C hicago Central 
C olo rado 
D ako ta 
Dallas
East Tennessee
Eastern K e n tucky
Eastern M ich igan
F lorida
Georgia
G u lf C entral
Hawaii
H ouston
Id ah o—Oregon
Illin o is
Ind ianapo lis
Iowa
Jo p lin
Kansas
Kansas C ity
K e n tucky
Los Angeles
Louisiana
Maine
M ichigan
M innesota
Mississippi
M issouri
Nebraska
N eva da -U ta h
New England
New M exico
New Y o rk
N o rth  Arkansas
N o rth  Carolina
N ortheast O k lahom a
Northeastern Indiana
N o rth e rn  C a lifo rn ia
N orth w e s t
N o rth w e s t Indiana
N orth w e s t O klahom a
N orthw este rn  I llin o is
N orthw este rn  O h io
Oregon Pacific
Ph ilade lph ia
P ittsbu rgh
R ocky  M ou n ta in
Sacram ento
San A n to n io
South  Arkansas
Sou th  Carolina
Southeast O klahom a
S o uthe rn  C a lifo rn ia
Southw est Indiana
Southw est O k lahom a
Southw estern  O h io
Tennessee
U pstate New Y o rk
V irg in ia
W ashington
W ashington Pacific
West Texas
West V irg in ia
W isconsin
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BOARD OF PENSIONS

The' s 'l i  Al^ ’5 of it
^  ^  -- ------------------- ----------------------------------- D E A N  W E S S E L S ,  Executive Secretary

— A monthly series of questions and answers—

Q. On various occasions, ministers on my district who are 
approaching age 65 have asked me questions concerning the 
present Medicare program. Could you give some light on the 
two parts of the present Medicare program?

A. Plan A of Medicare is the hospitalization portion of Medi­
care. Enrollment in this is automatic for persons entitled to 
Social Security benefits at age 65. No part of monthly Social 
Security benefits is deducted for this service.

Plan B of Medicare is the medical portion. And you must 
enroll for this if you want to be covered. We strongly recom­
mend that those persons eligible for this take advantage of it.

Be sure to enroll in Medicare Plan B during the seven- 
month eligibility period— from three months before and three 
months after the month you reach your sixty-fifth birthday.

Each year there is an open enrollment period from Janu­
ary 1 through March 31. IF YOU DO NOT ENROLL WITHIN 
THREE YEARS AFTER THE END OF YOUR ORIGINAL EN­
ROLLMENT PERIOD, YOU ARE FOREVER EXCLUDED THERE­
AFTER.

As of July 1, 1970, $5.30 is deducted each month from your 
Social Security benefit check for this Plan B coverage. The 
government matches this with $5.30— making up a $10.60 
premium each month for this very excellent medical insurance 
coverage.

If you do not receive Social Security benefits, but wish to 
have the Plan B medical insurance, then you should contact 
your local Social Security office. Provision can be made for 
you to send in the premium each quarter. Every person ap­
proaching age 65 would be wise to look at the total Medicare 
program very carefully.
28 The Nazarene Preacher



F A B U L O U S  S C E N E R Y  •  G R E A T  FO O D  •  CR O W D S  •  S P E A K E R S  •  S H A R P M U S IC

PRAYER SUPPORT-July 14-20,1970
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

SUMMER IS HERE

We are really thrilled with this year's V A C A ­

T IO N  BIBLE SCHOOL. The books are so colorful—  

the study materials so good— the program so func­

tional.

G R A B  TH E  C H A N C E ! Don't allow today's 

pressures to force you to waste such a wonderful 

opportunity!

MELTON WIENECKE

CHURCH SCHOOLS

YOU LL BE GLAD YOU DID

Nearly 60 districts have had Sunday school clinic seminar training. 
Teams of trained pastor-consultants are conducting clinics in churches across 
their district.

Reports are arriving daily telling of thrilling experiences as the Sunday 
school clinic approach is shared with local staff members and others eager 
to see their school improve.

A  consultant team from  Florida reported a clinic just com pleted. “ We 
literally had a ball with them. And they were the most enthusiastic crowd 
that w e have seen.”

From Texas a consultant team wrote: “ This clinic was most successful 
with a glorious altar service at the close, and the pastor inform ed us that 
it was just a real revival for them. A ll his workers and teachers were pres­
ent for the service, and all expressed that it was the best thing that ever 
happened to their church, to have a clinic like that one.”

How about your church? Had a clinic yet? W hy not call your district 
church schools chairman now  and schedule one? Y ou ’ll be glad you did!
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5% for

Home Missions?

A “ financially starved" district Home Missions bud­
get curtails aggressive action.

^  The high cost of multiplying churches continues to 
mount.

An increased missionary outreach at home will affect 
total growth and missionary incentives worldwide.

%  A 3 percent budget is within the reach of all districts 
now, with 5 percent a possibility soon.

^  1,000 cities exist in the U.S.A. and Canada, of 10,000 
population, without one Nazarene church. Our oppor­
tunity is great.

SUPPORT 5%  FOR DISTRICT HOME MISSIONS BUDGET 
IN 1970 !



—

®  M A ST ER IN G  MATTHEW
The official workbook*
F ill- in -th e -b la n k  m e thod  p rov ides a d e ta il 
s tu d y  o f M a tth e w  and a sound basis fo r  quiz 
p re pa ra tion . Inc lud es  s tud y  m ap and  o ff ic ia l 
ru les. 8 V2 x 11" 4 8  pages. 75c

©  LEADER’S GUIDE FOR 
“M A STER IN G  M A T TH EW "
For the quiz leader
Im p o rta n t suggestions fo r  p repa ring , e n lis tin g  
in, and o pe ra ting  a loca l B ib le  qu iz . Answers 
fo r  w o rkbook in c lu de d . 8 V2 x 11". 16 pages.

60c

©  Q U EST IO NS ON MATTHEW  
FOR LOCAL QUIZZING
For each leader and official judge 
A co m p le te  se t o f over 5 00  q ue s tion s  (w ith  
answers) fo r  p ra c tic e  and  c o m p e tit io n . 8 V2 x 11". 
2 0  pages.
U-1814 40c

•Even though all w ill not make the qu iz program, ALL 
teens should becom e involved in th is  study of God ’s 
Word. Encourage total partic ipation by providing 
a workbook for each teen-ager and using it in NTF, 
prayer and study groups, and retreats.

©  “DENA IR  F IN DS THE KEY,” F IL M ST R IP
All your teen-agers u'ill leant to see this!
I t ’s e xc ite m e n t a ll the  way w hen  th e  tee n s  in 
one c h u rc h  g e t involved in th e  B ib le  s tud y  and 
q u iz  p rogram . A re a l- life  s to ry  to ld  by the  
q u izze rs  them se lves . 50  fra m e s  in  co lo r w ith  
s c r ip t and  U se r's  G uide.
VA-509 $7.50

©  LOCAL QUIZ CERTIFICATE
For all quizzers
A m e a n in g fu l way to  recogn ize  each  teen  who 
takes p a rt in  h is loca l ch u rc h . 5 % x 8 % " .
N-29 12 fo r  40c,■ 100 fo r $3 .00

© S C O R E  SH EET  PAD
For keeping the official record
Each pad co n ta in s  25  spec ia l, 8 V2 x 11" fo rm s 
su ita b le  fo r  tw o- o r th ree -te am  quizzes.
U-1802 Each pad, 50c

© F R O M  F ISH ER M EN  TO D ISC IP L E S
For every participant
An a ttra c t iv e , handy-s ize  s c r ip tu re  p o rtio n  o f 
M a tth e w  fo r  s tu d y in g  in  your spare tim e . 
3 x 4Vfe". 79  pages.
TE-530MT 6 c ; 12 fo r 65c

Prices slightly higher outside the continental United States

Mastering[ MMthew

h 3 S »

ORDER YOUR 
SUPPLIES TODAY!

N A Z A R E N E  P U B L IS H IN G  H O U S E  
POST OFFICE BOX 527. KANSAS CITY. MISSOURI 64141

Washington at Bresee. Pasadena. California 91104 
IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor Street. West. Toronto 9. Ontario
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^ u e e n  o f th e  p a rs o n a g e •••••
M R S. B. E D G A R  J O H N S O N

"Re-creation"— ?

W E ARE A B O U T M ID W A Y  into w hat OU1' 

children call “ sum m er vacation” —  
that frenzied  period  betw een  our busy 
springtim e and all the plans w e are 
m aking for the bu sy  fall. Seem s like 
there should be tim e for a little leisure.

M odern  science has provided  us with 
so m any w onderfu l m echanical devices 
to rescue us from  the slavery to the 
daylight hours w hich  our parents and 
grandparents knew . E veryth ing seem s 
to be instant, autom atic, prefabricated, 
wash and wear. W e are supposed to 
have m uch  m ore tim e for leisure, but 
instead pressures and tensions are on 
the increase. W e are seldom  rested.

W hat w ith b oy s ’ and girls’ and youth 
camps, vacation  B ib le  schools, camp 
m eetings, etc., it is often  d ifficu lt to 
find one free  w eek— let alone tw o con ­
secutive w eeks— for  the pastor’s fam ily 
to plan a bona fide vacation. H ow ever 
this is not really  the type o f leisure I’m 
thinking of.

W e need som e leisure, and our ch il­
dren need leisure too. They are so 
h igh ly program m ed at sch ool— so o v er ­
organized and over-sch edu led . This o f ­
ten carries over into the church  also. 
O ne parent rem arked to m e recently  
that there w ere so m any church  activ ­
ities planned for each age -grou p  that

they had alm ost taken the children from  
the fam ily.

Children need som e time that is un ­
scheduled and free. They need tim e for 
dream ing, for  w ondering, and exploring. 
The speaker w ho addressed our alum ni 
group put it this w ay: “ W e need time 
to ‘stare,’ tim e to catch up, tim e to 
develop  our inner resources.”  Children 
need tim e to observe bugs, to dig in 
dirt, to watch clouds, to organize their 
ow n games. W e organize so m any “ re c ­
reational” activities that, far from  “ re ­
creating” us, they leave us m ore spent 
than before.

In our tight program s and schedules, 
can ’t w e find a little time for “ r e -c re a - 
tion” to awaken and to build  these inner 
qualities? M ust w e always head for  the 
park, the ball game, the shore, the 
m iniature go lf course? These have their 
place, but is there no time left for read­
ing, for conversing, for discovering, for 
th inking? I was im pressed with this 
statem ent recently, “ Can all leisure-tim e 
be spent m ost profitably  in doing? M ust 
not som e, at least, be reserved for b e ­
com in g?”

Think back on  your ow n childhood 
and recall som e o f the m ost m eaningful 
m em ories— perhaps sitting alone under
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a favorite oak tree, brood in g  over the 
activity o f an anthill, w atching for  “ fa ll­
ing” stars on a w arm  sum m er night.

O ne man suggested that part o f the 
difficu lty  w hich  our youn g people are 
experiencing  today cou ld  stem from  the 
alm ost total lack o f an earlier sense of 
com m union w ith G od in the w orld  of 
nature.

O ur Ju ly  “ H ym n o f the M onth” ( in ­
cluded elsew here in this issue) contains 
these w ords:

This is my Father’s world,
And to my listening ears.

All nature sings, and round me rings 
The music of the spheres.

This is my Father’s world;
He shines in all that’s fair.

In the rustling grass I hear Him pass; 
He speaks to me everywhere.

Last w eek  friends w ere telling m e of 
their cam ping experience— the first for 
their small daughter. These parents had 
always tried to introduce her to the 
w onders o f G od ’s w orld . She w ou ld  go 
about excla im ing in  aw ed or excited  
tones, “ Isn’t it good o f Jesus to m ake 
this n ice r iver !”  “ I think it was w on ­
derfu l o f G od to m ake these m ountains 
for us.”  The b lue jays, the pinecones, 
the cam pfire— all w ere im portant. A ll 
helped to relate the child to G od ’s w orld.

It is disappointing to see h ow  m any 
natural w ilderness spots— and even  som e 
national parks— have felt they m ust add 
golf courses, sw im m ing pools, and all 
sorts o f concessions to satisfy the jaded 
appetites o f leisure seekers. O ne je t - 
propelled youth  leader rem arked p ity ­
ingly, after spending a br ie f vacation 
with his parents, “ M y poor father never 
learned to ‘p lay ’— his idea o f recreation 
is to take a long  w alk along the sea­
shore.”

Should our tim e for planned vacation 
be our on ly recreation? D o w e have 
to go aw ay from  hom e to be  re -created ?  
Is it distance, or the unfam iliar, or the 
“ organized”  sport that constitutes re c ­
reation? Shouldn ’t w e turn again to a 
new dedication  to beholding the things

at hand? True, such an attitude is m ore 
d ifficu lt in our great urban areas, so w e 
w ill n eed  to cultivate it.

O ur w hole fam ily  has learned a new  
appreciation and delight in birds since 
liv ing neighbor to H elen  T em ple— an 
avid bird w atcher. H ow  m uch  e n jo y ­
m ent w e had m issed in taking G od ’s 
feathered creation  for  granted!

Last w inter I spent one evening w ith 
a fu ll-c o lo r  pictoria l b ook  o f  Y osem ite 
V alley , narrated by  that great w ood s­
man and poetic w riter John  M uir. I 
truly felt re -created , and as if  I had 
been  in the very  presence o f G od. W hen 
w e live in noisy, sm oggy, crow ded  cities, 
som etim es w e have to en joy  G od ’s great 
open  coun try  by  v icarious experience 
through books, pictures, or im agination. 
B ut even  then there is so m uch to e x ­
perience and en joy  in ou r  ow n  hom es 
and backyards. In som e o f P eter M ar­
shall’s w ritings he quoted  these w ords 
w hich  express this so perfectly :

“ There is a beauty in  hom ely  things 
w hich  m any people  have never seen.

“ F or  instance, do you  kn ow  
Sunlight through  a jar o f  peach - 

plum  jelly ,
A  ra in bow  in soapsuds in dishwater, 

A n  egg yo lk  in a b lue bow l,
W hite ru ffled  curtains sifting m oon ­

light,
The co lou r  o f cranberry  glass,

A  little cottage w ith  blue shutters, 
Crim son roses in an old stone 

crock ,
The sm ell o f  new ly  baked bread, 

Candle light on o ld  brass,
T he soft brow n  o f a cock er ’s ey es?” *

This sort o f pleasure can constitute 
real leisure and re -creation ! There’s 
quite a bit o f sum m er left yet. Take 
tim e to “ stare,” to observe, to savor the 
sm all w onders o f  you r  w orld , and to 
bu ild this appreciation into the souls of 
you r  children.

L et’s not exchange our G od-given  
opportunities for perfect peace for the 
“ petty pace.”

•Author unknown.
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IN THE A  STUDY
SERMON OF THE MONTH—

A  Church in the House

By James F. Ballew*

T e x t :  Philemon 1-5
It is a wise man who encircles himself 

with good people; who reinforces his life 
with men of righteousness, who make 
obedience to God the easier and disobedi­
ence the more difficult. Apart from the 
Apostle Paul, there are three people who 
make up the cast of personalities who 
move in the scene that Paul creates. They 
are persons whom each of us might know 
with profit. One is a woman by the name 
of Apphia, wife of Philemon. There is the 
son of Philemon, a man by the name of 
Archippus, identified as a fellowsoldier. 
One of these two makes up half of the 
disregarded class of the first century.

In this period of time, slaves and wom ­
en were treated as common property to be 
owned, sold, treated well, or mistreated 
at the whim of whoever was the ruler of 
the home. It is a point not to be forgotten 
in this age that the gospel always identi­
fies persons as persons. We are not part 
of a mass. We are not in any final anal­
ysis statistics. We are persons with 
dreams, aspirations, hopes, defeats, and 
promises that rise and fall, only some­
times with the victory that we would 
claim for them. But we are people: men 
and women who having once been created 
shall live for all time; into whom there 
has been breathed the breath of life, and 
no power in earth or heaven shall close 
it off. God treats us like that. There is 
here a silent witness that this inferior 
status shall be corrected, for Paul speaks 
to Apphia as one beloved.

•Deceased; sermon preached shortly before his 
untimely death with cancer.

There is in the third instance the man 
to whom the letter was written—Philemon, 
a fellow laborer. One commentator has 
suggested that Philemon was a business­
man dealing in cloth, for Colosse was 
famous for producing a cloth of quality, 
and during the three years the Apostle 
Paul was in Ephesus he was a tentmaker. 
It is altogether possible that here he may 
have met Philemon, who, like the centuri­
on, had come to know God and whom the 
Apostle Paul led in the more righteous 
way, and introduced to Jesus Christ. 
Philemon had become a believer in the 
God of Israel and now had come to know 
His Son, Jesus Christ.

It is likely that the Apostle Paul was 
a frequent guest in the home of Philemon. 
It was quite natural that this home, for 
its place in time and space, became the 
ecclesia, the place of the called-out ones. 
The apostle speaks of the church in his 
house. I’m aware that good Bible exegesis 
would demand that we recognize that real­
ly he is talking about a congregation of 
people that met in Philemon’s house and 
sang hymns and remembered the Resur­
rection and witnessed to the power of God 
in their lives daily. I’m sure that this is 
the basic heart-meaning of this passage 
of Scripture. But it does no violence to 
it to recognize that the core of this called- 
out people was this Christian family. It 
is refreshing to remember that the Apostle 
Paul is writing to the church in Phile­
mon’s house, declaring that our homes 
may be places of worship in miniature, 
and that God would speak to us at this 
point.
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The sense of relevance for this kind of 
declaration is the more pressing when we 
recognize that not all homes are places 
of worship. The Word of God is replete 
with illustrations where there was some 
great sorrow for parents, and great dis­
content, because of some evil pervading 
the home. This is to be for us not only 
a cause for rejoicing, if our homes are 
places of worship in miniature, but cause 
for alarm. The rampant disregard for 
righteousness in homes is so widespread 
that it is causing concern, not only in 
religious circles, but among men and 
women who are interested in just the 
normal “balance” of homelife. There is the 
story in the Old Testament of David, 
whose son Absalom plotted the overthrow 
of his father’s kingdom. In the home of 
Jacob there was such dissension that his 
sons sold one of their number into slav­
ery. There were in the case of a minister 
by the name of Eli sons with such dis­
regard for their father’s ministry that 
they embarrassed the church and de­
stroyed their father’s influence.

Personally we have become acquainted 
with many homes that leave much to be 
desired, and one would hunger to thrust 
into them a bit of the leaven of righ­
teousness, that they might be transformed 
and changed, that there might be in these 
homes such consecration to Christ that 
it could be declared that there was a 
church in the home.

Let me identify for you some charac­
teristics of a church in a house. Not so 
much that I may judge, for I'm neither 
qualified nor apt at that—I simply do it 
that each of us may judge his own home, 
and measure it by these scriptural dis­
tinctions of a church in a home.

I. It is fair to say that if our homes 
are places of righteousness, if they are 
Christian homes, our homes are places 
of learning. Lewis Evans indicates that 
the home is God’s theological seminary; it 
is God’s place of teaching. Here in this 
smallest of social groups God fittingly 
declares himself. He takes the relation­
ships of the home and makes them the 
tutors and teachers of His own character 
and disposition.

Notice from the Word of God some of 
the phrases that are tied at one end to 
the home and tied at the other end to the 
nature of God. There is the notice in Ps. 
103:13 that, “ like as a father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them that

fear him.” We see the love of God 
through the life of a father. We come to 
this point and ask ourselves whether 
those persons who live in our homes may 
recognize the nature of God’s love, be­
holding it in the members of the family.

Again: “As one whom his mother com - 
forteth, so will I comfort you” (Isa. 66:13). 
Out of this passage of Scripture there 
comes to us the keen recognition that 
God is intending, out of the normal rela­
tionships of the home, and out of the sure 
and deep-rooted love of mothers toward 
their children and toward the members of 
the family, to illustrate God’s kind of 
love, that does not wear out. It doesn’t 
close itself off like water from a spigot 
whose handle has been closed off, until 
someone turns it on. God is saying, My 
love is not like that. When men run as 
far as men may run, they find yet there 
the love of God expressing itself in con­
cern. He is saying, I have placed a window 
in men’s lives to permit the light of this 
truth to shine in; and the name of that 
window is motherhood. Unless mothers 
are able by some earnest effort to express 
that kind of love, those windows are 
dirtied, and those avenues of tiuth, light, 
and beauty are closed. God is saying that 
the home is a place of learning.

I remember hearing a young lady testify 
that there had been a period of time in 
her life when she had left God and spirit­
ual things rather out of it. She said that 
during all of this period of time, though 
she would have shouted denial of it, her 
spirit troubled her, for she knew that she 
was not doing the “right” thing. For her 
the term “right” thing gained meaning by 
its definition in her home. If you go to 
any small youngster who is not able to 
talk in terms of theory or principle, and 
ask him what is right, he will refer to 
the authority of his parents and say, 
“My m o t h e r  says it is so,” or, “My 
father says it is so.” He needs no finer 
authority than that. He would not name 
king or parliament or president or govern­
ment, for his parents have said it, and 
that is quite enough. Wc need to remem­
ber then that, if there is a church in the 
home, it is a place where men begin to 
get a feel of the nature and character and 
disposition of God.

II. If there is a church in the home, it 
is a place of serving. You ’ll remember 
the delightful booklet that Paul Martin, an 
evangelist in the Church of the Nazarene, 
has printed about the story of his life.

36 The Nazarene Preacher



It is most unusual that so many things 
of crisis happened in one family in such 
repeated fashion as it did to his family. 
He talks about his father and mother, and 
the responsibilities as pastor of a new 
church. He used to say when they went 
to pastor a church, the whole family went 
to pastor the church. Each of them sat on 
a bench waiting for action to come. They 
were all intimately and purposefully in­
volved in what was going on. Surely the 
Apostle Paul, writing to the members of 
the family of Philemon, was saying that 
there was in their home a church because 
this was a family which served.

III. Not only so, but if there is a church 
in the home, it is a place of worship. 
Charles Kohler, a very outstanding Bap­
tist minister, says that there are two 
things every Christian family ought to 
have. One is a family altar and the other 
is a family pew. Recognizing that serving 
churches grow out of worshipping church­
es, and that serving families serve effec­
tively because they learn to worship, it is 
important for us to recognize that there is 
a sacrament to life. We are able to main­
tain the aura of meaning to service only 
as it is infused by the presence of God. 
It is a matter of great consequence that, 
from time to time, these people who serve 
most intensely find places where they 
may be quite alone until their hearts and 
souls are bathed with a sense of the 
presence of God. We creak along like 
some wagon whose wheels are ungreased 
when we seek to perform the rituals of 
service out of sheer obedience, with none 
of the oil of God’s presence about us to 
help us. A  serving church grows out of 
a worshipping church.

I remember reading of an incident in the 
autobiographical work of the late Rev. Ira 
Dumas, in which he told about visiting a 
home where there was a family altar. 
Though it was not his own home, and he 
was benefiting from it somewhat second­
handed, yet there was an impact in the 
sight of a family gathered around its 
common place of worship that moved and 
strengthened him as a young man. It 
seems important that we not change the 
patterns of our worship to satisfy either 
the convenience or the habits of those 
who visit in our homes, for we pay them 
great compliment and indeed respect when 
we assume that they will not be offended 
by our patterns of worship. If we lay 
aside our family devotion, if we lay in 
some more secret place our commonly

open Bible, if we place in less prominent 
view the Christian literature which we 
and our children read, we shall not only 
disregard the clear commands of God, but 
we shall do violence to those who are 
visitors in our homes as well. There 
needs to be the common experience of 
worship.

It is generally recognized that, in this 
urban area at least, one of the problems 
that families have is the inability to share 
experiences. The father often works in an 
office or a plant. His family are neither 
invited nor wanted there. He works in a 
world so foreign and aloof from them that 
they are unable, except in very general 
terms, to even say what he does. There 
is a tendency in our culture, in order to 
meet the social demands of underprivileged 
children, to fracture or fragment the 
social life of the family so that, either 
gathering around the school, church, or 
some other significant social group, young 
people and mothers and fathers have sep­
arate social contacts. It is a rather un­
common experience for whole families to 
go to a social activity together. This is 
true whether we are talking about the 
school or the church or whatever it is. 
There is a growing inability for families 
to share common experiences. This pre­
sents an increasingly more significant 
reason for families to worship together.

There is something good about families 
hurrying around on Sunday morning and 
getting dressed for Sunday school. Just 
the common effort to get things done in 
order to make it on time (as frantic as 
that must often seem) is wholesome. 
After the torn-up and often fractured ex­
periences of a week, to be able to share 
common experiences at church does some­
thing for a family that is vitally and 
earnestly needed in our time and in our 
place. To be with a group of people whom 
you all know, to have listened to words 
which are meaningful to all the family, to 
be able to have shared experiences that 
are uplifting and helpful, that you may 
talk about openly and quickly and easily, 
does something for a family that it des­
perately needs.

The German chemist by the name of 
Hoffman came to Glasgow on a Sunday 
morning to see Sir William Thompson. He 
knocked and the maid opened the door. 
Mr. Hoffman inquired, “Where is Sir Wil­
liam Thompson?” Looking at him rather 
intently she said, “Sir, he’s at church, 
where you ought to be.” I don’t know that 
that’s protocol, but I do know that there
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was one place you could count on Sir 
William Thompson being on Sunday morn­
ing, and that was in church. It was a 
description, not only of the kind of God 
he served, but of himself as well.

Each of us needs a church in his home. 
We need a family altar, and a family pew. 
We need a worship that is so God-cen­
tered that all of the experiences of life 
cause us to pray, until we enter into those 
experiences out of the normal desires of 
our lives.

I think it is Bishop Kennedy who tells 
of a little boy who was trying to explain 
why he liked to sit in a church when he 
prayed. He said, “It makes me feel bigger 
than I am.” In a world that presses us 
into a mold, that moves us like a piece 
of putty, often we need desperately to be 
bigger than we are. Into such a world 
as that, we who bring children would ac­
company them, with a church in the home

where worship is so real and so normal 
that they are made to enter life bigger 
than they are.

O ur H eavenly  Father, it is a com m on  
trick of the en em y to m ake us believe  
that the world is m arked b y  its stark  
realism, b y  its practicalness, and that the  
church  is a rather ethereal, fanciful sort 
of thing. But on such days as this, and 
out of such truths as this, grow s the  
deep conviction  that that caricature is not 
a reflection  o f what really is. W e believe  
that it is the w orld  that flees  from  reality  
and hides its head in the sand and p re ­
tends that things are as m en want them  
to be. It is on ly w hen  w e com e into fe l­
lowship with God that w e find truth bared  
and made plain. In such a w orld as this 
there is an earnest, desperate n eed  for  
fam ilies in w hose hom es there  is the 
presence and blessing of God. W e would  
pray that for  each o f our families. In 
Jesus’ name. A m en .

MDOCTRINAL
.J r

1 CSTT
By Ross E. Price*

Does Man Have a Nature? If So, How 
Is It Related to "the Old Man"?

(Article 6 of a series)

Perhaps there is another question which 
is also vitally related to our topic for this 
article: “Is man only an activity, or is he 
an agent?”1 Here we are confessedly 
moving in the area of philosophy and, more 
specifically, metaphysics. We hope to 
make ourselves clear, even to those who 
lack the rudiments of these disciplines.

In modern thinking about man any onto­
logical status for human nature or the 
individual self is ruled out. Most phenom- 
enologists, along with the positivists and 
humanists, reduce the self to no more 
than a stream of consciousness with its 
attendant activities. Hence the human na­
ture becomes only an activity and the soul

•Professor o f theology, Olivet Nazarene Col­
lege, Kankakee, 111.

is only what it does. It is this writer’s 
contention that the self is not a mere 
process, or an activity, but a self-directive 
agent with a character that lies back of 
its decisions. While we may have mere 
process in the mechanical world, in the 
personal world we have activity, and back 
of this activity stands the personal agent.2

It was none other than Immanuel Kant 
who argued that man has a noum enal ego 
as well as an em pirical ego. That is to 
say that man is spirit as well as matter. 
That he is person as well as animal I 
think we must admit. This nonmaterial 
ego Kant called the “ontological self” or 
the “transcendental ego.” Also for Kant 
this nonmaterial self is characterized by 
a disposition (G esinnung) the chief ele­
ment of which is its own normative ra­
tional nature (W ille)  or “rational will.”3 
It is the source in man of a strong and 
ever present inventive, which lies back of 
man’s “elective will” (W ilk iir). This last 
is the choosing or self-determining will. 
It exists in time and acts in both the 
phenomenal and noumenal worlds. It 
makes decisions and adopts maxims of 
behavior. It is the choosing will. Now 
this disposition and rational will has a 
definite moral quality. And back of the 
free exercise of choice stands the moral 
disposition and character. Here Kant is 
in agreement with the Arminians, who 
always insisted on putting (positing) 
character back of the act. Pelagianism
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does not have a character back of the 
action. Pelagius argued that there was no 
original sin. Pelagianism has human na­
ture with innocence alone, but with no 
predisposition in any direction. It would 
not hold that man is depraved.4 

Hence Kant says:
"The good or evil in man (as the ulti­

mate subjective ground of the adoption of 
this or that maxim with reference to the 
moral law) is termed innate only in this 
sense, that it is posited as the ground 
antecedent to every use of freedom in ex ­
perience (in the earliest youth as far back 
as birth) and is thus conceived of as 
present in man at birth—though birth 
need not be the cause of it.” 5 

Kant further discourses about the pro­
pensity to evil in human nature. This he 
explains as follows:

“By propensity (propensio) I under­
stand the subjective ground of the possi­
bility of an inclination (habitual craving, 
concupiscentia) as far as mankind in 
general is liable to it.”

“By the concept of a propensity we un­
derstand a subjective determining ground 
of the will which precedes all acts and 
which, therefore, is itself not an act . . . 
We can further call it a radical innate evil 
in human nature.” 7

Hence, Silbur, in his introduction to this 
work of Kant, observes that a change of 
disposition according to Kant involves a 
“ change of heart,” not merely a “ change of 
practices.” 8 

It would seem that one must agree with 
the Kantian position that the underlying 
intentional ground of all our specific acts 
is what we understand to be a man’s 
character. The acts of the moral individual 
are determined by what the individual 
himself is. For the unregenerate there is 
a certain insidiousness of the human 
heart. This is what St. Paul specifies as 
“ the old man.”

Returning to Kant, he says:
“From this it follows that man’s moral 

growth of necessity begins not in the im­
provement of his practices but rather in 
the transforming of his cast of mind and 
in the grounding of a character; though 
customarily man goes about the matter 
otherwise and fights against vices one by 
one. leaving undisturbed their common 
root.” 0

Kant is quite certain that “what is 
opposed to the moral law is evil in itself, 
absolutely reprehensible, and must be 
completely eradicated.” 10 Again he affirms: 
“Now a change of heart is a departure

from evil and an entrance into goodness, 
the laying off of the old man and the put­
ting on of the new, since the man be­
comes dead to sin . . .  in order to become 
alive unto righteousness.” 11

E. Stanley Jones is surely right in in­
sisting (in one of his greatest sermons) 
that “Human Nature Can Be Changed.” 12 
Let us rejoice that man can be re-created 
and cleansed!

Pico della Mirandola, in his Oration on 
the Dignity of Man, proclaimed that the 
divine gift to man was not a fixed  nature, 
like that of other species, but the freedom 
in which man could make of himself what 
he chose to be.’ 3 However we must not 
forget that the basic effect of sin is bond­
age. Quite rightly does Kant contend that 
the irrational misuse of our freedom re­
sults in impotence. Freedom is of such 
a nature that to disobey the moral law 
involves the loss of one’s freedom.14 Hence 
the necessity of liberating grace which 
“makes . . . free from the law of sin and 
death” (Rom. 8:2). In this connection let 
us thank God for the malleability of hu­
man nature under the operations of grace.

We must also agree with Tillich that 
ontology is prior to ethics,15 and with 
Niebuhr, who affirms that personality “ is 
characterized by both a basic structure 
and a freedom beyond structure.” 16

Let us therefore hear again the exhor­
tation of the apostle:

“ If true knowledge is to be found in 
Jesus, you will have learned in his school 
that you must be quit, now, of the old 
self whose way of life you remember, the 
self that wasted its aim on false dreams. 
There must be a renewal in the inner 
life of your minds; you must be clothed 
in the new self, which is created in God’s 
i m a g e ,  justified and sanctified through 
the truth” (Eph. 4:21b-24, Ronald Knox 
Version).

'Let me commend to the reader Alburey Cas- 
tell’s monogram. The Self in Philosophy (N .Y .: 
Macmillan, 1965).

2See especially Chapter 4 of Castell’s volume, 
The Self as Agent.

3For a fine discussion o f this emphasis in Kant 
consult John R. Silbur’s “ Introduction”  to Kant's 
Religion Within the Limits o f Reason Alone 
(N.Y.: Harper, 1960), pp. cxiv ff. and notes.

4Cf. H. Orton Wiley, class lecture, Pasadena 
College, Arminian Theology, May 9. 1957.

■’ Kant. Religion Within the Limits o f Reason 
Alone, p. 17.

“Ibid.. pp. 23-24.
'Ibid., p. 26.
»Silbur, op. cit., p. cxv., note.
“Kant, op. cit., pp. 43-44.
“ /bid., p. 51.
J1Ibid., p. 68.

GlendaTe?ncaPli?.aChed at FirSt Methodist Church,
“ Giovanni Pico della Mirandola, Oration on the
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Dignity o f Man, tr. by  Chas. G. Wallis (Bobbs- 
Merrill Co., Inc., 1965).

14Cf. Kant, op. cit., p. 149. Cf. Also Kant’s 
Metaphysic o f Morals, Section Three. Cf. also 
Silbur, op. cit., pp. cxxviii-ix , cxxxi, note.

“ Paul Tillich, The Courage to Be.
18Reinhold Niebuhr, The Self and the Dramas 

of History, p. 65.

noun amoibe (only here in N T), which 
means a “return” or “recompense.” Arndt 
and Gingrich (p. 46) translate the passage: 
“Make a return to those who brought 
them up.” The idea is that children and 
grandchildren should repay the care that 
was given them when they were growing 
up.

GLEANINGS *£
from the Greek ^  j .

By Ralph Earle*

I Tim. 5:1-9

Rebuke

The verb epiplesso is a strong com­
pound (cf. NASB, “sharply rebuke” ), oc ­
curring only here in the New Testament. 
Literally it means “strike at” or “beat 
upon.” Paul warns young Timothy not to 
strike at an older man in the church. 
(The reference to “elder women” in verse
2 suggests that “elder” here is not used 
in an official sense.)

Incidentally, we must not think of this 
“youth” (cf. 4:12) as a teen-ager, or even 
a young man in his twenties. Probably 
he was around 20 years old when Paul, at 
Lystra on his second missionary jour­
ney, took on Timothy as an associate. 
That was at least 15 years before this 
Epistle was written. By now Timothy 
would have been in his upper thirties. 
But in the Roman Empire one was referred 
to as a “young man” until he was 45.

“Desolate” or “Left Alone"?

The Greek has memonomene (v. 5), the 
perfect passive participle of monoo (only 
here in NT). This comes from the ad­
jective monos, “alone,” and so means 
“ leave alone.” The best rendering here is 
“ left alone.”

“Pleasure” or “Indulgence”?

Lock (ICC) suggests that the word 
spatalosa (v. 6) is “probably akin to spao, 
to suck down, hence to live luxuriously, 
self-indulgently.” Moffatt (EGT, IV, 129) 
writes: “The modern term jast, in which 
the notion of prodigality and wastefulness 
is more prominent than that of sensual 
indulgence, exactly expresses the signifi­
cance of this word.” But in his translation 
of the New Testament he has: “The widow 
who plunges into dissipation.”

“Infidel” or “Unbeliever”?

The Greek has the adjective apistos 
(v. 8), which simply means “unbelieving." 
It is used frequently in the Corinthian 
letters for “unbelievers,” as opposed to 
Christians. What Paul is saying here is 
that a professing Christian who does not 
take care of his family is worse than a 
non-Christian.

“Nephews” or “Grandchildren”?

The word is ekgona (v. 4), found only 
here in the New Testament. All lexicons 
are agreed that the proper translation is 
“grandchildren,” which also fits the con­
text better.

“Requite” or “Repay”?

The one word in English represents 
two in Greek. The first is a verb which 
literally means “return,” “ render what is 
due,” or simply “pay.” The second is the

•Professor, Greek New Testament, Nazarene 
Theological Seminary, Kansas City, Mo.
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“Taken into the Number” or “Enrolled”?

“Let . . .  be taken into the number” is 
all one word in Greek, katalegestho (v. 9). 
This verb (only here in NT) is used by 
ancient writers for enrolling soldiers. The 
correct translation here is “enrolled.”

There has been a great deal of discus­
sion as to whether there was an official 
“order” of widows in the New Testament 
church. Vincent ( Word Studies, IV, 257) 
writes: “The Fathers, from the end of 
the second century to the fourth, recog­
nized a class known as presbytides, aged 
women (Titus ii. 3), who had oversight of 
the female church-members and a separate 
seat in the congregation. The council of

The Nazarene Preacher



Laodicea abolished this institution, or so 
modified it that widows no longer held an 
official relation to the church.”

Somewhat different is the opinion of 
Moffatt. He says (EGT, IV, 130): “In 
the references to widows in the earliest 
Christian literature outside the N.T. (with 
the exception of Ignatius Smyrn. 13) they 
are mentioned as objects of charity along 
with orphans, etc. . . . None of these 
places hints at an order of widows.”

At any rate, we know that widows, es­
pecially elderly ones, were cared for by 
the church (Acts 6 :1). But they must be 
widows in real need.

Saints and Citizens

By T. Crichton M itchell*

T e x t : I Pet. 2:13-17, RSV
Introduction: When George F. Wilson 
wrote his enthralling history of the P ly­
mouth colony he gave it the title Saints and 
Strangers. It’s an intriguing title. No doubt 
many saints are strangers to the world 
around them; no doubt there is a vital 
sense in which this ought to be so (cf. 
vv. 11-12). But saints and citizens, or 
“saints as citizens,” is closer to the New 
Testament idea.

I. T he C it iz e n -S a in t :  his saltiness 
There runs through all truly Christian 

living a principle of contrariety—a holy 
inconsistency. The new convert soon feels 
it. He is counted in and yet counted out 
of the world. His is “ the different life.”

A. Different from his own past
B. Different from that of his own family
C. Different from the society around him 
The citizen-saint is basically opposed

to the principles of a godless world. In 
Christian cliche, he is “ in it but not of 
it.” Jesus pressed that fact home under

‘ Faculty, British Isles Nazarene College, Man­
chester, England.
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the metaphor of salt counteracting putre­
faction, and light pushing back darkness. 
His very saintliness will frequently make 
a rebel of the saint. There are times when 
even a Daniel—the best citizen that any 
city ever had—must throw down the gaunt­
let to the state.

Which raises the matter of

II. T h e C it iz e n -S a in t : his subjection
“Be subject.” J. B. Phillips prefers 

“obey” and the KJV gives us “submit.” 
The word rendered “institution” is else­
where rendered “creation” (e.g., Mark 13: 
19) and “creature” (II Cor. 5:17). Therefore 
this phrase might better be understood 
as reading “every divine institution among 
men.”

A. Subject to WHAT and to WHOM?
To every “divine institution among

men.”
1. To the head of state. When Peter 

spoke of the emperor, that emperor was 
Nero, the baiter of Christians.

2. To the properly accredited uphold­
ers of law and order such as the magis­
trates, judges, and administrators of the 
law, ever remembering that worthy magis­
trates commend the good as well as 
condemn the evil.

B. Subject for WHAT reason?
“ . . . for the Lord’s sake.” The Lord 

was himself subject to proper authority. 
To faithfully represent the Lord, who set 
us such a glorious example in this re­
spect. For the human institutions spring 
from the Lord’s initiative and providence 
(cf. Rom. 13:1). For the Lord’s sake: that 
we may commend the Gospel of grace.

C. Subject in WHAT spirit?
Does all of this therefore mean that 

every law, regulation, command of the 
state and/or its representative must be 
obeyed without question by the Christian? 
It cannot possibly mean that. The very 
man who wrote these words himself acted 
otherwise on at least one occasion (cf. 
Acts 5:29). And the Apostle Paul felt he 
could not expect justice in his case from 
the magistrate at Caesarea; therefore he 
made his appeal for trial at a higher court 
(cf. Acts 25:9-12).

Peter here sees the very state as itself 
under this higher law of God. Only God 
is great and only God is absolute and 
perhaps there will be times when respect 
for social sanctity and righteousness 
transforms a submissive Christian into a



righteous rebel. Nevertheless the true 
Christian spirit is here: “Live as servants 
of God. Honor . . . love . . . fear.”

III. T h e C it iz e n -S a in t : his freedom in 
subjection (v. 16)

He alone is really free. He is made 
free from SIN by the Son of God (cf. John 
8:36). And he is free to serve as servant, 
not simply of the state, but of God first 
of all. Our freedom lies in His grand 
control. It will not be abused, but used 
—without self-indulgence, without self- 
seeking for office or gain or personal fa­
vors. The citizen-saint gives his every 
faculty in the selfless service of God for 
the world around him. He adopts the 
proper and respectful attitude toward ev­
ery other citizen, whatever that other’s 
condition or estate; he loves, and express­
es his love for the whole family of God, 
whatever the name by which it may in 
parts be called; he prostrates himself 
before God alone, but respectfully obeys 
men ordained by God.

The Alien Citizen

T e x t :  I  Pet. 2:11-12, RSV

Introduction: J. H. Jowett long ago de­
scribed these words as “ . . . an apostolic 
entreaty to consider the immeasurable 
momentum of a beautiful life . . .  a glori­
fication of the silent witness of saint­
liness . .

In these verses the Big Fisherman 
speaks in his own person for the very 
first time in this Epistle: “Dearly be­
loved, I beseech you . . .” And in these 
words of Peter’s the Lord of heaven ap­
peals—when, because we are His people 
(w .  9-10), He might command. In these 
verses Peter makes a most positive and 
practical application of vv. 9-10. He paints 
a verbal picture of the Christian citizen 
in a pagan environment.

I. T he A lien  C itizen  Is D istinctive .
Perhaps Peter has two great examples 

in mind here. The words “fleshly lusts” 
and “war” suggest the pilgrimage of the 
Israelites and their settlement in Canaan 
surrounded by pagan peoples. The words 
“strangers and pilgrims” (K JV) immedi­

ately raise memories of Abraham. How 
distinctive Abraham was—and Israel too 
at her best! Christian living is distinctive 
—in many things it is offbeat. Dionetus 
put it thus:

. . they live in their own country, but 
as sojourners . . . every country is a 
fatherland to them and every fatherland is 
foreign.”

II. T h e  A l ie n  C it iz e n  Is D eta ch ed .
Peter means that the Christians have 

a little while settled down alongside pagan 
neighbors, and are a bit of a puzzle to 
them. Perhaps he might be taken to mean 
a congregation in a hostile environment. 
The Christian citizen dwells alongside 
people ruled by other values, controlled by 
other motives, dominated by other ambi­
tions. Christians loosely hold to “ things.” 
By the simplicity of their living they follow 
One who made himself of no reputation, 
who scorned comfort and embraced ade­
quacy, who frowned upon luxury in a 
world of penury.

III. T h e  A l ie n  C it iz e n  Is D isc ip lin ed .
He “abstains,” “ resists”  (K nox), “holds 

himself back from” (Wuest) the passions 
of the flesh (“ fleshly desires”—W esley). 
Lusts is a general sort of word for ev­
erything that breaks or mars Christian 
life and fellowship. Sex is not the only 
thing involved, although it is involved; but 
many things are packed into the term; 
e.g., short-temperedness, cynicism, hostile 
criticism (cf. Gal. 5:19-21). Too much of 
a good thing is as much lust as even a 
little of a bad thing.

From inbred sin there is complete de­
liverance through the grace of Christ and 
the power of the Holy Ghost (cf. 4:1-2;
II Pet. 1:4). But the squeeze of the hostile 
environment calls for incessant spiritual 
warfare, discipline, vigilance. Hand your­
self over to Christ and take yourself 
sternly in hand.

IV. T h e  A l ie n  C it iz e n  Is D y n a m ic  (v . 12).
Here is the power of evangelical living—

the evangelistic power of a holy character. 
In 3:1-3, Peter says that such a dynamic 
life may result in the conversion of even 
a pagan husband “without a word.” And 
here he suggests the same thing. Live 
faithfully to Christ, maintaining true 
Christian conduct, and two things will 
happen: you will come in for criticism, 
and your life will become the very seed
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of the Gospel . . . the Word made flesh 
again in an alien society. Even Voltaire 
was impressed; said he: “I once met 
Fletcher of Madeley.”

T. C richton  M itchell

Spread the Gladness!

T e x t : Rev. 22:17, RSV
Introduction. Our missionary task is to
share our faith. We have the truth of the
Gospel in trust for transmission. By all
means and by every means it must be 
“ sounded out” (I Thess. 1:8). What is 
the secret of sharing our faith?

I. M y  F aith  M ust  P ossess M e.
We will not transmit what we have not 

absorbed. We cannot spread what we do 
not possess, but we will spread what 
really possesses us. A  man’s posses­
sions are not all-important—it’s what 
possesses him that matters. Truth can be 
taught—but faith can be caught. What we 
hold on sufferance will not start a fire 
in the hearts of others. To “spread the 
gladness” I must be obviously in love 
with Jesus Christ. We are not simply 
spreading a truth; we are commending the 
Saviour of all the world. And that’s why 
our Spanish Broadcast offering will be the 
best ever . . . because we love the Lord 
more than ever before. Don’t we?

II. Thus possessed, I S h a l l  U n ite  w i t h  
O th e rs  S o P ossessed .

Have you ever seen and heard fisher­
men together? Or golfers? Or cooks? 
They are together sharing new secrets, 
recipes, moves; they are telling of battles 
fought and won in the fields of endeavor. 
The world is full of such societies of 
people united in and gathered around one 
common cause. We are the Christ-centered 
ones. And that’s why w e’ll do better now 
than ever before—we’re working together 
with many more Christ-centered ones who 
each love Christ more than they ever 
loved Him before.

III. Thus united, W e S h a l l  H a rn ess  E very  
I n f lu e n c e  and M ea n s  for the task.

And that goes for our cash as for ev ­
erything else. Our work, our homes, our

influence, our prayers, our money—we’ll 
throw in every power we possess. Stands 
to reason, doesn’t it? We are people pos­
sessed; we are people possessed and 
united- therefore we pool our commitment 
and we do the job. What job? “Spread the 
gladness,” of course!

IV. Thus united, possessed, and com­
mitted, we will C re a te  a C h a lle n g in g  
S tr a te g y  T h a t  L eaves R oom  f o r  th e  H o ly  
S p ir it .

We will vigorously evangelize where we 
are; and we will fully and readily carry 
out and help others to carry out those 
strategies God’s servants prayerfully 
hatch. It may be a Spanish Broadcast pro­
gram, or an Alabaster program, but we’ll 
do it, and better than ever before. For we 
cannot do less without retreating; we can­
not do the same as before, for in the 
scale of values this is to retract; we can 
only do more—pray more— give more—if 
we are to advance at all. That’s trite but 
true. So w e’ll keep open house for the 
Spirit and w e’ll do what we’re told. Won’t 
we? We have heard . . .  let us spread! 
“Let him that heareth say, Come.”

T. C r ich to n  M it c h e l l

The following poem was written by a 12- 
year-old girl in Boston, Mass.

Now I sit me down in school,
Where praying is against the rule,
For this great nation under God 
Finds public mention of Him odd.
Any prayer a class recites 
Now violates the Bill of Rights.
Anytime my head I bow 
Becomes a federal matter now.
The law is specific; the law is precise—  
Praying out loud is no longer nice.

Praying aloud in a public hall 
Upsets believers in nothing at all.
In silence alone can we meditate,
And if God should get the credit— great! 
This rule, however, has a gimmick in it; 
You’ve got to finish in less than a minute. 
So all that I ask is a minute of quiet;
If I feel like praying, then maybe I’ll try 

it.
And now, O Lord, this plea I make: 
Should I die in school, my soul You’ll 

take.
C learview  N ew sletter  
J. K. FRENCH, pastor
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1 IDEAS
TH AT  W O R K

The Power of Unity

In my early days of evangelistic work 
as a member of a team, I recall so 
vividly one particular campaign in a 
small town in England. For several days 
we preached to large congregations, but 
nothing happened. Then one night our 
leader called the church to prayer. God 
broke through, and one after another 
got up and moved around the church 
to ask this one and that one forgiveness 
for harsh and spiteful words spoken, for 
malicious gossip and slander. At one 
time it seemed to us that the whole 
church was one seething mass of moving 
people. We sat and watched God break 
down the barriers that divided, and heal 
the wounds that had festered. Revival 
came to that church from that hour. 
Among many of those who were con­
verted was the most notorious prostitute 
of the neighborhood. God was glorified 
and the world knew and believed, when 
the church became one. Nothing can 
resist the power of a united church on 
fire for God. The very gates of Hades 
cannot prevail against it.

H. K. B e d w e l l
Missionary, Republic of S. Africa

This Is My Father's World
No. 84, Praise and Worship Hymnal

The author, Maltbie D. Babcock 
(1858-1901), was born in Syracuse, N.Y., 
graduated from Syracuse University 
and Auburn Theological Seminary. Dur­
ing his student days he was a leader in 
athletics. He was described as a tall, 
handsome man, and an incurable opti­
mist.

In his first pastorate at Lockport 
Presbyterian church, the young pastor 
would frequently rise early and run 
two miles to the brow of a hill overlook­
ing a beautiful wooded section, with 
Lake Ontario in the distance. Many 
varieties of birds were to be seen and 
heard in that ravine. Perhaps it was 
here he penned the lines of this hymn, 
for he was often heard to say, “ I am 
going out to see my Father’s world.” 

Many of our best tunes are evolved 
from traditional folk songs. This tune, 
“Terra Beata,” meaning “happy land” 
or “earth,” is from an old English 
melody. It was arranged by Franklin 
L. Sheppard in 1915.

I Would Gather Children

Som e w ould  gather m on ey  
along the path o f life;

Som e w ould  gather roses,
A n d  rest from  w orld ly strife;

But I w ould  gather children
F rom  am ong the thorns of sin.

I w ould  s eek  a golden  curl,
A n d  a freck led , tooth less grin.

For m on ey  cannot en ter
In that land of endless day. 

Freeport, 111., Newsletter 
H e r a ld  D e r r y b e r r y ,  pastor

APPLY AT ONCE!

HELP WANTED: Millions of people 
for two weeks of hard labor, mostly 
outdoors, 12 to 16 hours per day. Ex­
perience is helpful, but not necessary. 
Crowded working conditions; sunshine, 
sweltering temperatures, rain, gales. 
Many hazards involved. No time off 
for meals, coffee breaks, chats. Appli­
cants must agree to pay all expenses.

What is this? A  slave-labor job? 
Maybe, but it’s commonly called a ‘ ‘va­
cation.”
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ON CONVERSAT IO N

The true spirit of conversation con­
sists in building on another man’s ob­
servation, not overturning it.

The secret of being tiresome is to 
tell everything.

—Voltaire

Talking is like playing on the harp; 
there is as much in laying the hands 
on the strings to stop their vibration as 
in the twanging them to bring out their 
music.

—Oliver Wendell Holmes

The happiest conversation is where 
there is no competition, no vanity, but 
a calm, quiet interchange of sentiments.

Education begins a gentleman; con­
versation completes him.

Prayer of the Aged

Be patient with me now. I'm growing old;
Life's sands are running low.

M,v thoughts are not so clear as once;
I walk with feeble steps and slow.

Forgive me— I so often make mistakes;
I'm given to forget.

I would not willingly annoy 
Nor give you cause to fret.

My faults are those that often come with 
age.

I smile at you through tears;
Life's care and sorrows bear so heavily 

On one oppressed with years.

Life has not always been so sweet, and 
sometimes sad.

I'm loath to go away 
From all to which I have been close so 

long,
But I would not stay alway.

For soul and body both are tired; my heart 
On earth will loose its hold.

Be patient with me for a little while,
For I'm just growing old.

G. T e r r il l
Clearview Neii's 
J. K. FRENCH

W hat if you r mind w ere  like TV,
W h ere  all you r  thoughts w ere  plain 

to see?
W hile others watch, w hat w ould  they  

find—
A n honest, pure, and C hristlike mind? 
O r w ould  you  have to hang the sign 
O f n etw ork  trou ble all the tim e?

P ra yer is not an easy w ay o f getting  
w hat w e want, but the only w ay of 
becom ing w hat G od wants us to be.

*  *  *  *

T here is a quiet courage that is u n ­
m istakably in one w ho is certain he is 
led o f God.

*  *  *  *

O ne proof of a Christian spirit is to 
be able to disagree w ithout being disa­
greeable.

*  *  *  *

H e w ho know s little soon  tells it.

ATTENDING CHURCH

Attend church? Of course we do, 
Like others in our set—

Except on days that seem too cold,
Or dry, or hot, or wet.

And then, of course, in summer,
Just to keep up to par,

We take the kids on Sundays 
P\>r a joyride in the car.

And sometimes, too, in spring and fall 
I take a Sunday off 

And hurry to the Country Club 
To have a game of golf.

But all the other Sundays 
You will find us in our pew,

P\>r we always go to church 
When we’ve nothing else to do.

— S elected
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AND T O

AMONG BOOKS

Conducted by Willard H. Taylor1'

Damned Through the Church

By John Warwick Montgomery (Minneapo­
lis, Minn.: Bethany Fellowship, Inc., 1970. 
96 pp., cloth, $2.95.)

The Church in our time has fallen upon 
hard days. Everyone is ready not only to 
criticize her, but also to instruct her as to 
how she might set her house in order. John 
Warwick Montgomery, professor of church 
history a n d  Christian thought at Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School in Deerfield,
111., has some agonizing things to say about 
the Church, but his real concern is to warn 
us that “a self-satisfied church is a damned 
church and that only those who lose their 
lives for Christ’s sake will ever find them.”

The author uses a magazine article by 
Stanley High on why he goes to church as 
a springboard for asserting that unless a 
man attends church for God-centered and 
not self-centered reasons he is bound to be 
hurt. “The church can be a place of ac­
celerated salvation; but it can also be a 
place of accelerated damnation” (p. 24). 
After characterizing the New Testament’s 
views of the Church as a separated body, 
as God-centered, as a community of saints, 
and as the place where the Gospel is 
preached, Montgomery concludes that “we 
actually imperil our souls if we view the 
church as a man-centered organization in­
distinguishable from a social club; to be 
saved through the church we must see it 
as the one God-given agency on earth 
through which we can come to know 
Christ our Saviour and proclaim His sav­
ing love to others.”

One chapter is devoted to “Damnable 
Epochs in Church History,” by which he

•Professor o f biblical theology, Nazarene The­
ological Seminary.

means periods in which false views of the 
Church developed. Four of these dreadful 
misconceptions of the nature of the Church 
and of the nature of Christianity are from 
the past. In Luther’s day, it was sacra- 
mentalism—making the Church an end in 
itself; in Napoleon’s day, nationalism—set­
ting reason above the Word of God and 
turning the Church into a rational institu­
tion, like a college of mathematicians; in 
Kierkegaard’s day, orthodoxism—substitut­
ing formal correctness of doctrine and the 
possession of Bibles for a living, personal 
encounter with Jesus Christ; and in Hitler’s 
day, politicism—blending the Church with 
the state and allowing the culture of the 
time to swallow up the gospel of Christ 
(pp. 65-66). In the twentieth century, Mont­
gomery sees four ways in which people 
misconstrue the nature of the Church, 
namely, activism, subjectivism, together­
ness, and ecumenicalism.

Montgomery concludes this brief book by 
asking the question, “What must I do to be 
saved?” His answer, in effect, is that one 
must understand rightly what the Church 
is; and if so, he will be confronted with the 
Gospel to which he must respond. Damna­
tion through the Church is possible only 
when one is indifferent to or rejects the 
grace of God which is offered through the 
Church when she faithfully follows Christ.

These popular lectures to a preachers’ 
conference in Canada are hard-hitting in 
true Montgomery style. The title of the 
book is expressly intended to shock us. 
After reading through these four brief chap­
ters, it becomes readily apparent what the 
author has in mind. And he is right in 
principle. Unless the Church is periodical­
ly renewed and corrected by the ministry 
of the Holy Spirit she will become an in­
strument of damnation rather than salva­
tion. Witness the people of Israel in the
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Old Testament, and the Church in various 
periods of her history!

W il la r d  H. T a y lo r

The Years Teach: 
Remembrances to Bless

By Bertha Munro (Kansas City: Beacon 
Hill Press of Kansas City, 1970. 359 pp., 
cloth, $3.95.)

“ If we could not be large, we would be 
genuine. Genuine in scholarship, genuine in 
religion—the two in balance, each truer be­
cause of the other’s truth.”

So Bertha Munro states her aspiration 
and guiding principle for then-fledgling 
Eastern Nazarene College. And this ob­
viously reflects her personal credo, too. As 
things have turned out—the college is clear­
ly excellent and her own life intellectually 
and spiritually so remarkably effective— 
there is something in this book of faith hav­
ing become sight. Not that Miss Munro 
would ever permit herself or ENC to rest 
content. She has too much respect for the 
dynamic nature of truth and too much itch 
for exploration for that. Time and again, 
the clarion of accomplishment resounds. 
But she hears it resounding off the cliffs of 
some new height to be scaled. New vigor 
and new ways of scaling are called to ser­
vice, and always the direction is upward. 
There is positive delight in a new challenge 
discerned and accepted. Watching her climb 
animates. One must do some climbing him­
self, both spiritually and intellectually (and 
wonder why anyone ever is foolish enough 
to believe the two may be separated with­
out creating a monstrosity).

ENC is not my alma mater. And I have 
missed the pleasure of meeting Miss Munro 
personally. But her story (and ENC’s—the 
two are inseparable) would not be put aside 
until the final sentence was read. I was 
meeting my spiritual and pedagogical an­
cestors. Our ancestors, friend reader. And 
she is a true leader among them. Nor has 
it been that long ago that she was path- 
blazing. Educated, dedicated, imaginative, 
compassionate, aggressive—these became

adjectives of celebration as I met Miss Mun­
ro by way of her autobiography and added 
another dimension to my understanding of 
the earlier days of our church and its edu­
cational adventure. Here is a book that o f­
fers more than adequate recompense for the 
hundreds of tales of boobs and duds and 
misguided characters with which we while 
away God’s time and our energy.

— P au l  M erritt B assett

Reentry

By John W e s l e y  White (Grand Rapids: 
Zondervan Publishing House, 1970. 164 pp., 
cloth, $3.95.)

John Wesley White, an associate evangelist 
of the Billy Graham organization and an 
Oxford Doctor of Philosophy, tackles the 
teaching of the Bible on the second coming 
of our Lord in a series of sermons he in­
itially delivered in the famed People’s 
Church in Toronto, Canada. He discusses 
in popular style, but with extensive and 
almost overwhelming references to con­
temporary literature, the following themes: 
“The Theology of Christ’s Return,” “Science, 
Technology, and the Coming Christ,” “So­
ciety and the Coming Christ,” “Philosophy 
and the Coming Christ,” “Politics and the 
Coming Christ,” and “Preparation for His 
Coming.”

These are not typical sermons. While 
based upon the Scriptures, they essentially 
bring together quotations and illustrations 
from all phases of currect life which sup­
port the doctrine of Christ’s coming. Con­
tained here is an amazing compendium of 
illustrations of what possibly might happen 
politically, morally, cosmically before or at 
the time of the return of our Lord. White 
sees in many events of our times indis­
putable signs of the Second Advent. Preach­
ers who are interested in the meaning of 
the existence of the state of Israel for the 
doctrine will appreciate the chapter en­
titled “Politics and the Coming Christ.”

White has a preacher’s heart. The truth 
of the Second Advent is “ fire in his bones.”
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Men must be prepared to meet the Lord. 
Thus, he concludes his study with a call to 
preparation. In a series of alliterative and 
in some cases awkward (theologically and 
grammatically) words, he characterizes the 
second coming of Christ as imperative, im­
mutable, Immanuel (God with us), im ­
mense, imminent, immediate, immigrational, 
immortality, implicational, and impending. 
Every man, however, can take the “ one 
small step of faith” and be prepared.

W i l l a r d  H. T a y l o r

New Theology No. 5

By Martin E. Marty and Dean G. Peerman, 
eds. (New York: Macmillan Company, 
1969. 252 pp., paper, $1.95.)

Pastors frequently ask me about the the­
ology of hope and what they might read 
to become acquainted with it. The pivotal 
book is, of course, Jurgen Moltmann’s The 
Theology of Hope. Another volume of great 
significance is Wolfhart Pannenberg’s Je­
sus, God and Man. If one does not want 
to try to wade through these two weighty 
monographs without some orientation, he 
can start with the articles in the above­
noted symposium, which has the subtitle 
“The best way into Bloch, Moltmann, Pan- 
nenberg and the new talk of the future, 
hope and eschatology.” Marty and Peer­
man have written an introductory article 
which must be heeded if one is to pick his 
way successfully through these studies.

This material is not for lightweights the­
ologically. But it is immensely helpful for 
those who are trying to keep abreast of 
current thought. Not all the theological 
reactions to Bultmann are gratifying, but 
that of the “new hopers” who focus upon 
the resurrection as basic for the under­
standing of the Christian faith is to be re­
garded as a viable corrective.

Marty and Peerman have produced New 
Theology Nos. 1-4, 6, too. Take a look at 
them if you are interested in other phases 
of current theology.

W i l l a r d  H. T a y l o r

Preachers’

FOR SALE—255 books, on most subjects. 
25c to 50c each, plus postage. Write for list. 
Robert Harmon, 1617 Rosewood, Colusa, 
Calif. 95932.

FOR SALE— The Preachers Homiletic Com­
mentary, 32 vols., Old and New Testament 
with index. $75.00. Excellent condition. 
A. E. Sproull, Box 472, Vanderbilt, Pa. 15486.

FOR SALE—Complete set of The Pulpit 
Commentary, 23 volumes, in new condition. 
$35.00. G. Franklin Allee, 1208 S. Skyline 
Dr., Moses Lake, Wash. 98837.

Items for this Exchange may be either WANT­
ED or FOR SALE, but must be confined to old 
periodicals and out-of-print books. All response 
should be directly with the advertiser and not 
with this o ffice or the Nazarene Publishing 
House. We are glad to render this free service 
on these items.

C A L E N D A R  D I G E S T

JULY—

NWMS Spanish Broadcast Offer­
ing

14-20 International Institute

AUGUST—

NWMS National Workers and 
Bible School 

18-23 International Laymen’s Re­
treat

30 Promotion Day

SEPTEMBER—

NWMS Alabaster Offering
6 Cradle Roll Sunday 
27 Christian Education Week begins
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AM ONG OURSELVES

It adds up to 22 percent, excluding district budget. Ten 
percent for W orld Missions, 5 percent for Home Missions (p. 
31), 5 percent for Education, 2 percent for Ministerial Benevo­
lence (soon 3 p ercen t). But why not? W e would still be spend­
ing m ore locally percentagewise, than many non-Nazarene mis- 
sions-minded churches . . .  In Europe, where I ’m writing this, 
they very definitely believe in percentages. Taking no chances 
with grudging, stingy tips, hotels and restaurants just add it to 
the bill— a whopping 15 percent! In Japan it is 20 percent, 10 
percent for the government. It’s the fairest way to handle our 
benevolences, too . . . Yesterday a letter came from  a pastor’s 
wife exulting over their success (first year in this church) in 
getting “ Showers of Blessing” on the local station. Then this 
astonishing word: “ Some of our people didn’t even know there 
was such, and none of them had ever heard it.” If every pastor 
would at least promote the Spanish radio offering this month 
(p. 25), such isolated pockets of incredible ignorance would be 
wiped out . . . Page 22 reminds me of a truth-stranger-than- 
fiction story that I heard this past Sunday. Years ago a war- 
w idow ed refugee and her teen-age son attended a missionary 
meeting in Europe. They had nothing to give. A t home they 
got on their knees and promised God to give the first 100 G er­
man marks they could get their hands on. M iraculously this 
exact amount came to them in a few  days. In their dire poverty, 
they stared at it. They needed food. The boy needed clothes. 
He needed shoes. But without hesitation they sent it to missions. 
In amazing but divinely credible ways this simple act of obedi­
ence set in motion a chain o f events which led them across the 
sea to New Jersey, then to Portland, Ore., then into the First 
Church of the Nazarene, then the boy through Pasadena College, 
then back to Europe, where he now pastors the largest Nazarene 
church in continental Europe. Parents who demonstrate ste­
wardship before the eyes of their children will get the rebound 
twice— in their own lives, and in the lives of the youthful ob­
servers.

Until next month,
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2 New Filing Systems 
Designed Exclusively for the  

* • '  Developed by

Church of the Nazarene Genera! Secretary, Church of ihe Nazarene

T H E  N A Z A R E N E  M IN ISTER’ S 
S ER M O N  FIL IN G S YSTEM

E ffe c t iv e , co m p le te , easy-to -use  sys tem  fo r  f i l in g  
a ll type s  o f se rm on m a te r ia ls  . . . des igned  espe­
c ia lly  fo r  C hurch o f  the  Nazarene m in is te rs .

Seven m a jo r c la s s if ic a tio n s : “ God” ; “ H oly S p ir i t ” ; 
“ Jesus” ; “ C h u rch ” ; “ M an” ; “  S a lva tio n  (D o c trin e s )” ; 

and “ W o rld ” — p lus  40 s u b -c la s s ific a t io n s  and 153 
su b d iv is io n s .

H eadings are  p r in te d  on 1 % "  x 2 "  gum m ed la be ls  
and each o f the  th re e  d iv is io n s  is co lo r-co de d . 
In c lud es  200  (8 V2 "  x 1 1 " ) m an ila  fo ld e rs  (a $12 .60  
va lue ), 200 la be ls , and F ile  O rg an iza tion  In s tru c ­
t io n  sh ee t and g u id e . Boxed and sh ipped  in  spec ia l 
p ro te c t iv e  ca rto n .

R-1195 P o s tp a id . $11.95

T H E  N A Z A R E N E  M INISTER 'S 
C HURC H  AD M IN IS TRATIO N  FIL IN G S YSTEM

Makes ch urch  a d m in is tra t io n  and b us iness  s im p le r 
and e as ie r. The c o m p le te  sys tem  covers every 
area o f ch u rch  a c tiv ity ,  and keeps in fo rm a tio n  a t 
your f in g e r t ip s .  U sable, t im e s a v in g , e ffe c t iv e ,  and 
y e t a t a low  c o s t!

E ig h t m a jo r s e c tio n s : “ A d m in is tra t io n  and P ub lic  
R e la tio n s ” ; “ B u ild in g s  and P ro p e rty ” ; “ C h ris tia n  
E du ca tion ” ; “ E v a n g e lis m  a n d  M e m b e r s h ip ” ; 
“ F inance ” ; “ M iss io n s ” ; “ W orsh ip  and M u s ic ” ; and 
“ P la n n in g ”  (q u a rte r ly — p lus  32 subhead ings  and 
95 s u b d iv is io n s .

P rin te d  gum m ed la be ls  are  co lo r-co de d . Inc lud es  
135 (8 V2 "  x 1 1 " ) m an ila  fo ld e rs  ($8 .40  va lue ), 135 
la be ls , and F ile  O rg an iza tion  In s tru c t io n  s h e e t and 
gu id e . Boxed and sh ipped  in  sp e c ia l p ro te c t iv e  
ca rto n .

R -7 9 5  P o s tp a id , $7.95

PASTOR! Valuable to YOU and Your CONGREGATION
Invest in These Meaningful File Systems SOON

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
POST OFFICE BOX 527. KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64141

Washington at Bresee, Pasadena, Californ ia 91104  
IN CANADA: 1592 Bloor Street, West, Toronto 9, Ontario


