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GUEST EDITORIAL

Why Should We Distribute the Scriptures?

By Eric M. North

Tn a meeting of this nature, where

we face the situation and the pro-
gram of an important agency of the
churches, it is always well to be clearly
conscious of the basic motives that
underlie all that is done. Why do we,
why should we distribute the Scrip-
tures?

The teacher of English literature
would say: “There are thousands of
allusions in English literature which
cannot be understood without knowl-
edge of the Bible. Indeed the Bible
itself is a literary work of large im-
portance. No cultured person should
miss the Bible.” The historian would
say: “For such ground as it covers,
it is an important historical record
and gives the common man some sense
of historical perspective.” The moral-
ist would say: “It holds up valuable
standards of conduct and ideals that
the social order greatly needs.” The
bigot would say: “Distribute the Bible
because it proves everybody is wrong
but me.”

But the question is not asked of
these distinguished citizens; it is asked
of us. | think our answer must be—
like so many points in sermons!—
threefold.

Ministry to Individual N eeds
First—we distribute the Bible be-
cause of its ministry to the lives of

#Gecretary, American Bible Society, Address Before Ad-
visory Council, 1955.

individual men and women. A de-
bauched young man in Milan reads it
and becomes St. Augustine. A medi-
eval monk finds in it the teaching that
can overcome the corruption of his
church, and with it creates a new
epoch in history. A precise little schol-
ar, struggling with his unsatisfied soul,
hears a passage sung, a commentary
upon it read, feels his heart strangely
warmed, and pours his life into the
labors that reform a nation and altar
the character of millions. A Chinese
general, injured in a coup d’etat and
deeply discouraged, asks for a Bible,
and his wife reads him the psalms to
bring him peace. A Belgian parachut-
ist, caught and flung into prison, finds
himself alone, disheartened, and facing
death. The secret tapping on the pipes
brings him a message; a Bible is se-
cretly passed to him; he reads and
learns; and before the cell doors open
to the guards who take him to the
firing squad, he signals to his unseen
friend, “I am going to life!”

An American businessman, held a
political prisoner in silent, solitary
confinement in Communist Hungary,
finds in the Bible inexpressible solace
and strength. Another, a jailed mis-
sionary, on the other side of the world
in China, devotes his long hours to
study of the Bible.

These instances of the ministry of
the Bible to individual men and
women are dramatic flashes out of



the growing influence of the Bible
upon millions and millions of people.
Not always so dramatic, but as con-
stant as the sun, their daily contact
with the Bible warms, illuminates,
purifies, and guides vast numbers of
people. It is our faith that it can do
this for every man. That is why we
distribute the Bible.

Church

lts Place in the

The second reason why we must
distribute the Bible is because it is
indispensable to the Christian Church.
The first duty of the Christian Church
is evangelism by which men and
women are brought to Christ. Though
some modern methods of evangelism
overlook the great value of the Bible
as an instrument of evangelism, Dr.
Chirgwin’s book, The Bible in World
Evangelism, gives us indisputable evi-
dence of the essential relationship of
the Bible to the Church’s first duty.
The successful evangelist, the success-
ful missionary, must have the Book
near his hand, or in it. In Formosa in
1941 there were but two baptized per-
sons and some Bibles among the abori-
gines. In 1946 when the missionaries
returned after the war, there were
four thousand persons in the Christian
community, and churches were being
built.

The Bible not only brings men to
Christ; it is the central element in
their instruction in the Christian faith
and the Christian life. It holds this
place in the education of children and
youth; it holds it in the training of
new members; it is central in the
training of new ministers for the
churches. The Bible not only brings
men and women into the Church
and is the central element in the
instruction of the Church; it con-
stantly strengthens and upbuilds
the Church. Can one imagine the
worship of the church, and in-
deed the worship of the family and
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the devotions of the individual, with-
out the contribution of the Bible?

The Bible is also both the inspira-
tion and the stabilizer of Christian
thought. Great intellectual movements
in the Church’s life owe their origin
to a deeper insight into truth caught
from the pages of the Bible. How far,
indeed how wildly, might the pen-
dulum of Christian thought have
swung under the pressures of ultra-
radical and ultraconservative were it
not that the Bible is always pulling
them back to the central truths that it
sets forth! Thus, the Bible constantly
makes for the inspiration and the re-
form of the Church, as is apparent to
readers of current theological litera-
ture.

Finally, the Bible not only brings
men into the Church and nurtures
and inspires them there; it binds them
together there. This company is awit-
ness to that! It is the constant experi-
ence of the Bible Societies that Chris-
tian groups which can be drawn to-
gether by no other cause can be drawn
together about the Bible Societies and
their work. Nay more, in the words
of a Christian theologian: “By uni-
versal consent of all Protestant bodies,
the Scriptures are the one ultimate
standard of faith and practice. Here
we are on bedrock. The Bible is the
very core of the Christian life for all
Protestant Christians.”

For this reason also, then, we must
distribute the Scriptures. Every
church must have adequate supplies
of the Bible and make effective use
of them. No economic barrier must
stand in the way—younger churches
in the African bush or the Indian
village, older churches in city and
town and tenement and countryside
must have the Bible.

The Need of the W orld

The third reason why we must dis-
tribute the Bible lies in the desperate
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need of the world. Men are shaken
today by the extent of the world’s
upheaval. A score of new nations are
“crowding to be born.”

Up from the shadowed land the mur-
mur swells
Of broken hearts, of discontent, of

strife,

Of faith perverted, quickened hope—
it tells

The multitudes have felt the surge
of life.

And as if this were not enough, there
hangs over us the bitter division be-
tween the free world and the totalitar-
ian world and the appearance at man'’s
hand of destructive forces able to ruin
a nation in a night! No program any-
one can conceive can prevent pro-
found disaster to the human race ex-
cept as each man possesses in himself

the powers of self-discipline, the spirit
of compassion, and ideals of human
service which the Bible makes it pos-
sible for him to have. The Bible must
be every man’s Book, that all men may
be free.

There, then, are the reasons why we
must distribute the Scriptures—be-
cause they minister to men’s needs;
because they enlarge, strengthen, in-
struct, enrich, reform, and unite the
Church; because in them lies man-
kind's hope of righteousness, peace,
and freedom.

But all this was said in just twenty-
six words nineteen hundred years ago

—"“These are written, that ye might

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing ye
might have life through his name.”
This is why we must distribute the
Bible.

The Twins Who Couldn't Take It

By Fletcher Spruce*

and Hermogenes were

some of the staunch members of
the church. They followed Paul’'s
teaching and doctrine. They quit the
old life. They supported the church
with their tithes and offerings. They
were present and on time every time
the church doors were open.

But their loyalty was shallow.
Their faith was not tempered in the
fires of adversity. Their doctrine had
gotten into their heads but not into
their hearts. They tithed because they
had preached religion. They were
faithful in attendance because they
were elected on the official board. At
least that seems to have been the case.

Then they quit! The church
changed pastors and they quit. They

H hygelus

#Pastor, Texarkana, Texas.
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began to make more money, and the
tithe was too big, so they quit. The
gospel plow went deep down to the
bedrock of the soul and demanded
death to the self-life, and they quit.
They were left off the board at elec-
tion time, and they quit.

Frankly, they couldn’t take it! They
were unwilling to step down and let
another step up. They were unwilling
to let the other fellow have his way.
They were even unwilling to hold to
the doctrine they formerly demanded
of themselves and others. Like an-
other famous quitter, John Mark,
they walked out and let Paul do the
best he could. And to make matters
worse, they tried to take everyone
out of the church when they left. But
maybe they came back! Let’s hope so!
Saints are seldom quitters!
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FROM THE EDITOR

The Hippopotamus and the Peanut

Tt's fun feeding the animals at the
® zoo, or at least that's what the chil-
dren think. It seems it's more fun to
feed those behind the sign “Do Not
Feed the Animals, They Require a
Special Diet,” than those whose di-
gestive systems are less sensitive and
to whom every passer-by throws the
bits of delicacies he may have in hand
at the moment. Yes, feeding the ani-
mals must be fun, and it must be re-
warding to the animals as well as to
the vender who sells the fresh roasted
peanuts at fifteen cents a bag. But
I have never seen the purpose in
sight-seers feeding the hippotamus.

For a number of years one of the
very popular animals at our Swope
Park Zoo here in Kansas City was
Cleo, the sleepy and interesting, if
not attractive, hippo. She is dead now
(perhaps she starved to death) and
her place has been taken by a rather
ordinary, pint-sized facsimile named
Cleo II. | recall the first time | saw
children feeding Cleo. It was such
an incongruous picture that | stopped
with the others and watched. Cleo
was well accustomed to the act and
apparently was an old hand at beg-
ging. She would come as close to the
protective rail as was possible and
swing her mouth open, reminding me
of the hungry jaws of a dragline buck-
et. And then the young children
(and some older ones) would toss
peanuts toward her mouth. Some
would score hits, with peanuts bounc-
ing from side to side in that wide-

open, beefsteak-colored cavern or
dropping like well-aimed golf balls
4 (532)

into the cuplike throat. Ever and
again Cleo would close her mouth and
open it again and the peanuts would
have disappeared.

This process was indeed interesting.
A time or two | even tried my skill
at tossing peanuts. But what inter-
ested me most was the utter sense-
lessness of pretending to “feed” a ton
of lumbering flesh with goobers from
fifteen-cent paper sacks. If one could
have used a large-sized scoop shovel
and could have had peanuts in a bin,
then | could have seen the sense of
it. For when feeding time came, the
attendant broke half a bale of hay,
covered with half a sack of bran, just
for the animal’s first course.

But | got to thinking one day about
preaching and thought how many of
us are like the children feeding the
hippopotamus. We are merely tossing
peanuts, and the needs are so great
and the hunger so severe and the anx-
iety so intense that, no matter how
enthusiastically and frequently people
receive it, they just cannot hope to
find adequate nourishment.

Jesus gave the command to Peter,
“Feed my lambs,” “Feed my sheep.”
From that day to this, these words
have been the commission of God to
ministers of the gospel. Without doubt
there are many ways that the needs
of people parallel the needs of sheep
and the figure is an apt one. How-
ever, whenever | try to envision the
hunger of those who sit before me as
| enter the pulpit, | get a picture of
the gaping maw of Cleo, the hippo-
potamus. For people are hungry to-
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day; their spiritual needs are great,
their resources are depleted, they are
reaching for food and drink to their
souls, they hunger and thirst, they are
famishing.

And we only feed them peanuts!—
peanuts of current events and poli-
tics, peanuts of social theory, peanuts
of speculative notions in world affairs,
peanuts of spectacular and captivat-
ing ideas, peanuts of personal opinion,
peanuts of trivia and nonessentials,
peanuts of philosophy and theoretical
intellectual gymnastics, peanuts of ar-
gumentative theological controversy,
peanuts of personal shopworn ideas,
peanuts of stock shibboleths memo-
rized a generation past—this is the
fare on which we hope to feed our
people. And we toss them so casually
and indifferently. There are peanuts
tossed from hurried preparation (we
pick up a bag of peanuts on the way
to the zoo!); peanuts tossed out of
shallow personal devotion; peanuts
tossed from cluttered, unread minds;
peanuts tossed with exhausted physi-
cal, mental, and spiritual energies;
peanuts tossed with random purpose,
and with incidental faith; peanuts
tossed with limited consciousness of
the hunger of the waiting people and
little sense of personal responsibility
for satisfying that hunger; peanuts
tossed by passers-by and not attend-
ants, hirelings and not shepherds—
thus we feed our people.

The Word of God is the only food

Speech

for hungry souls. Talk about special
diets! A soul cannot get nourishment
from other food. And too much for-
eign food will likely give indigestion.
Novel ideas may stimulate the mind,
but truth alone can redeem and pre-
serve the soul. Hence, the Scriptures
must be the source of our preaching.
We must never get far from them.
Current history can at best be illus-
trative. Personal background and
opinion can at best be a seasoning.
Life-situation illustrations can be at
best only appetizers or refreshments.
All marginal or speculative ideas must
always be related to the truth and in-
terpreted by the truth. The Word of
God is Light and Bread. That is why
the one who would feed souls must
be a student of the Word, of its con-
tent and its meaning, of its precepts
and of its intent. The Word of God
is not peanuts!

But in order for that Word to get
to needy lives, it must have those who
are faithful ministers of that Word.
The truth can be neutralized by inef-
fective presentation. As ministers we
must believe the Word, live the Word.
We must be in communication with
the Author of that Word. We must
preach in the spirit of the Word. We
must have a sincere dedication to the
propagation of the Word and a faith
that it will meet the needs of the
hearts of men.

And many times | have thought of
the hippopotamus and the peanuts
and have asked God to help me.

A speech is not a Christmas tree on which to hang tinsel gew-

gaws and glittering ornaments.

Don’t spend time scouting around

for fancy words to pretty-up your talk. Toying with words, like toy-
ing with your voice, calls attention but to the wrong things.

December, 1956

—The Art of Good Speech
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The Preaching of Edgar P. Ellyson

By James McGraw*

E vangelism and education, Nnot

®— evangelism versus education!”

These were the words of a fine
evangelist and a great educator, Dr.
Edgar P. Ellyson. They were his an-
swer to those who believed the two
were necessarily in conflict, and a
choice must be made between them.

“Like two faithful oxen,” he con-
tinued, “evangelism and education
must have their heads in the same
yoke, one on one side and the other
in the other side, hitched to the same
load and pulling harmoniously to-
gether to move the load to the same
place.”

E. P. Ellyson spoke these penetrat-
ing words two decades ago, but they
are as strong and orthodox today as
if they had been unanimously adop-
ted by the delegates of the most re-
cent General Assembly of the Church
of the Nazarene just this year.

The preaching of Dr. Ellyson was
always like that—straight as the pro-
verbial gun barrel, razor-sharp, clear-
toned, and true to the church and her
great doctrines.

Saved at the age of eight, the youth-
ful Edgar found many temptations to
doubt in his early Christian exper-
ience. It was when he was seventeen
that he finally settled his doubts and
became established in the faith.

The son of a small town general
store proprietor in Damascus, Ohio,
E. P. Ellyson grew up in an environ-
ment that was typically American

"Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.
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and typically religious. His early
community life centered around the
“cracker barrel” and the “taffy
party.” His early religious exper-
iences were those of a young Quaker.

One of the best things that ever
happened to Edgar Ellyson was his
marriage to a young lady named
Mary Emily Soul, who stood faithfully
beside him through fifty years of
eventful Christian living, and passed
to her reward soon after their golden
wedding anniversary in 1943. Their
ministry together in the church had
been varied and fruitful. They pitched
tents and held home-mission revivals
without any backing other than God'’s
promises. They organized new home-
mission churches, preached in camp
meetings, and held revivals. Dr. El-
lyson taught in three Nazarene col-
leges, and was president of at least
three others: Pasadena, Peniel, and
Bresee. He was one of the three gen-
eral superintendents in the first board
of generals, along with Dr. P. F. Bre-
see and Dr. H. F. Reynolds.

His education, like his early boy-
hood, was typical of the American
way of life in that day, for he ac-
quired it through hard work and sac-
rifice. As early as the elementary
grades, he willingly did the work of
a janitor to help pay for his schooling.
At nineteen he had earned the bache-
lor of science degree, and the next
year he taught in a country school
near his home in Damascus.

During the long and fruitful min-
istry of Dr. E. P. Ellyson, he was
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never far removed from the educa-
tional field. Teacher, college profes-
sor, college president, and editor in
chief of church schools periodicals, he
helped shape the philosophy of edu-
cation his beloved church now holds.

It is interesting to note that while
a few critics of the present-day holi-
ness movement are decrying the
emphasis upon education which is
now generally believed to be good, the
lives of Dr. Ellyson and other great
pioneer leaders in the church are sig-
nificantly related to education. The
present Bethany Nazarene College,
for example, serves a constituency in
Oklahoma, Texas, Louisiana, Arkan-
sas, Kansas, Nebraska, and a portion
of Missouri. It is the only Nazarene
college in that geographical area. Yet
thirty-five years ago there were at
least five Nazarene-supported schools
in that same area. There was one at
Peniel and one at Hamlin, Texas; one
at Vilonia, Arkansas; one at Hutch-
inson, Kansas; and one at Bethany,
Oklahoma. The founding fathers of
the Church of the Nazarene believed,
as did E. P. Ellyson, that the church
needs education and evangelism, not
education versus evangelism. There
is no need that they be in conflict, no
need that either be eliminated, and
indeed as great a tragedy for the
Kingdom if either of the two should
be neglected.

Rev. Wayne Black, while a student
in Nazarene Theological Seminary
was the eager recipient of several
choice books from the library of Dr.
Ellyson, who had been in retirement
for several years and wanted his
books to be used by a young minister
beginning his life’'s work. This writer
spent the greater part of a day looking
through these books, and living again
those productive and studious years
in the ministry of Dr. Ellyson. His
penciled notes were still in the mar-
gins, and the nature of the quotations
he had underlined gave some indica-
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tion as to what he considered im-
portant. Indeed, the titles of the books
tell a story themselves.

There was James H. Breasted’'s A
History of Ancient Egyptians, D’Au-
bigne’s The Story of the Reformation,
Cummin’s This Generation, and
Smith’'s Old Testament History and
New Testament History.

Theological studies included
Shedd’s A History of Christian Doc-
trine, Miley’'s Systematic Theology
(Vols. I and 11), and Edersheim’s Life
and Times of Jesus the Messiah.
There was Leonard’s A Hundred
Years of Missions, Broadus’ Prepara-
tion and Delivery of Sermons, and
dozens of other choice classics which
helped mold the thinking of a man
whose preaching and writing ministry
helped mold the thinking of a church.

Edgar P. Ellyson was a man to
watch as well as hear when he
preached. Of medium build and
slightly stocky in physique, he stood
straight and confident in the pulpit.
As he got into his messages, his ges-
tures became more and more numer-
ous and more vigorous. He used not
only his arms and hands in making
his words more emphatic, but his
whole body also. He walked—yes, and
sometimes literally ran—about the
rostrum when his enthusiasm war-
ranted it. In his later years, with more
and more emphasis upon the teaching
aspect of his ministry, and perhaps
less emphasis upon the evangelistic,
he was somewhat less demonstrative.
Nevertheless, there were times even
after retirement when the old sparkle
appeared in his eye and the same
youthful vigor in his words. His son,
Joseph Ellyson, remembers when at
the age of seventy-two his father de-
livered Bible lectures at Indian Lake,
Michigan, and several listeners were
heard to remark about the strength
and power of his voice as he lectured.

He possessed a delightful sense of
humor, which added to the charm of
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his personality and helped consider-
ably in establishing good audience
rapport. He liked to tell the illustra-
tion of the foreigner who had never
ridden in an American train, and was
leaning out the window looking at the
view of the countryside. Another
passenger, aware of the approaching
post, warned him with the cry, “Look
out!” The man “looked out” by lean-
ing even farther to see what this new
sight might be, and was almost struck
by the post. He turned to his would-
be friend who had yelled to him, and
said, “You told me to look out when
you wanted me to look in. Why didn't
you say what you meant?” Dr. Elly-
son would go on to make his applica-
tion of the story, which emphasized
the importance of accuracy in our ex-
pressions.

His introductions were usually very
brief; sometimes a sentence or two
would lead immediately into the body
of his sermon. In preaching on “Self-
interrogation,” before an audience of
college students, he took as his text
Jer. 8:1-7 and gave his message the
title “What Have | Done?” He began
by saying: “People do not want to
know the answer to this question, and
therefore do not study themselves. No
man with intelligence can sit down
and squarely face his own life without
getting under conviction. To think of
dying and going to hell without God
is enough to make any man tremble.”

He then proceeded with a logical,
forthright, urgent appeal which re-
sulted in a gratifying response of ear-
nest seekers at the altar.

An example of the sense of ur-
gency in his evangelistic appeal is
seen in the conclusion of this sermon.
“What have | done today that | ought
not to have done?” he rhetorically
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asked. Then he continued, “Back-
slider, what you have done? . . . Sin-
ner, what have you done? ... If you

refuse to give your heart to God at
this moment, you not only damn your
own soul, but you may blast another
soul. God is here. He has power to
pardon and release you from your
sin.”

The author of six workers' text-
books in doctrine and methods for
use in training Sunday-school teach-
ers, Dr. Ellyson wrote thousands of
words each week in lesson expositions
for the quarterlies. His successor, Dr.
Albert F. Harper, estimates that dur-
ing the fifteen years of writing these
lessons Dr. Ellyson wrote the equiva-
lent of thirty volumes. The late Dr.
James B. Chapman once observed
that the work of Dr. E. P. Ellyson as
editor of church schools publications
was, of all the work he did in his
long and successful career as a minis-
ter, “the very best service that he was
permitted to render for God and for
the church.”

Mrs. Maxine Morris Lewis, in a
study of Dr. Ellyson’s life and minis-
try, commented as follows:

“In reading the theologies, such as
Doctrinal Studies, from the pen of Dr.
Ellyson, one is thoroughly convinced
that he is not only fundamental, but a
‘holiness’ man as well.”

His own testimony was: “God is my
Heavenly Father. Jesus Christ is my
Saviour. He keeps me under the
Blood, praise God! Takes care of all

my mistakes. Keeps me clean. The
Holy Spirit is my Indweller and
Teacher. Christianity is the only
way.”

We thankfully add his name to the
illustrious list in the “Holiness Hall
of Fame.”
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SERMON OF THE MONTH

Christ's Portrait of Man

By L. Wayne Sears*

Scripture: Matt. 7:13-29; Text: vv.

13-14

Jesus Christ always invested hu-
man life with a dignity and a value
far beyond that of any other form of
life here on earth. Christ never com-
pared men with beasts—monkeys or
others—except in contrast. “Of how
much more value are ye than many
sparrows?” “If God so clothe the
grass . shall he not much more
clothe you?” “Even the hairs of your
head are numbered.”

Jesus always invested human life
with a dignity and a value supreme
above any other earthly value. He
considered man as the child of God.
In these verses that form our text, the
sound of the dignity of human per-
sonality, the glory of human life, and
the majesty of human destiny ring
all through the words. This contrast
of the wide gate and the broad way
with the straight gate and narrow
way is but one more illustration of
the importance Jesus attached to in-
dividuals. To Him they were all alike
of infinite value, with matchless possi-
bilities and powers, with an eternal
destiny for good or ill. Christ never
cheapened human personality by any
of the devices so common today in
many circles.

~Pastor, Birmingham, Alabama.
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I. The Dignity of Human Person-
ality

When Christ said, “Enter ye in at
the strait gate,” He was implying
that man has a power of choice in-
herent in his personality that is the
citadel of the soul. Within that for-
tress of choice man is supreme. He
alone makes the final decisions; he
alone decides which way his soul shall
go.

Christ spoke of God as our Father,
or earth as a preparation for endless
destiny. But He also spoke of the cit-
adel of the human soul as the great
battleground of right and wrong. On
the walls of that fortress the forces
of sin and salvation, of holiness and
hell bring to bear their mightiest
weapons of siege. But within the
walls, safe from all bombardment, is
the keeper of the keys of that place,
and he alone makes the final decision
as to which gate he shall open.

There are those who would cheap-
en human life and human values by
telling us that we are only a bundle
of reflexes and nerves. They say that
we choose what we are led to choose
by instincts and desires for which we
are not responsible. Theories of this
kind degrade humanity and make
man nothing more than a high order
of animal. The ultimate conclusion
to such theories is one of pessimistic
failure.
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The result of the world philosophy
is seen everywhere. This is an age
of pessimism. Every newspaper head-
line screams danger. Every newscast
is draped in the sable gowns of mel-
ancholy. History is caught in the
gloom of a terrible whirlpool of repe-
tition and destruction. Art today as
represented by modern painting and
sculpture is a wild disarray of clash-
ing colors and ghastly caricatures of
human life. Music is in a minor key.
The social sciences are pessimistic.
Philosophy says there is no way out.
And the psychologists crown the
whole with their doctrines of futility.
The whole of modern life seems to
be engulfed in what Toynbee called
the “Rhythm of Disintegration.”

But the words of Christ form no
such melancholy scene. They are alive
with dignity, fraught with possibil-
ities, and pregnant with the majesty
of the future. He says we can choose
to enter in at a strait gate and walk
on a narrow way that will lead, not to
destruction and chaos, but to life
eternal in heaven! His contrast of the
broad way and wide gate with the
strait gate and narrow way implies
that any man or woman can, by the
grace of God, walk either way. Here
are unlimited possibilities for happi-
ness, unending vistas of development,
and infinite glory in place of ruin.
He says, “Enter ye in at the strait
gate,” and the very tone of His speech
says it is possible for you and for me
to do just that.

Il. The Glory of Human Life

Christ not only implied the dignity
of human personality, but He also
taught the glory of human life. He
taught that there is a way that leads
to eternal life. There is a path that
leads from the finite to the infinite,
from earth to heaven, from sin to
holiness.

The Christian salvation is full of
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expressions like that.
“There is a path.” We sing a song,
“There is a Fountain.” *“There is
cleansing.” “There is hope,” there
is “beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for
mourning, the garment of praise for
the spirit of heaviness.” “Unto us a
child is born, unto us a son is given.”
And all these expressions and many
others tell us that in Christ there is a
glory, there is a possibility of life that
thrills us beyond words to express.

Here is no pessimistic fatalism.
Here is a high resolve coupled with
divine urgency and divine aid. Here
are a noble purpose, a great dare, a
wide grasp, and an enduring char-
acter. It is a picture of a human soul
struggling against the flood tides of
sin and the world. It is the eagle
against the storm, the fish against
the stream, the soul against the world.
It is the picture of a slave loosed from
bondage, a mute made to speak, a
blind man to see, a lame man to walk,
and a deaf to hear.

It is the picture of one bound by
cords of heredity and environment
struggling to be set free, and by the
power of choice and the redemption of
Christ being set free from the law
of sin and death and made alive unto
God. It is the picture of one in the
depths scaling the heights; a long,
rugged, steep, narrow way with only
a few brave souls daring enough to
reach the top.

It is the picture of a human soul
standing before the wide gate of sin
and the narrow gate of salvation and
deliberately choosing the straight and
narrow way. It is Moses “choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the
people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season.” It is
Abraham “who went out, not knowing
whither he went.” It is Enoch, who
chose to walk with God, “and he was
not; for God took him.” It is the
whole host of regal souls who have

Job declared,
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“endured as seeing him who is in-
visible” and have “through faith sub-
dued kingdoms, wrought righteous-
ness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, quenched the vio-
lence of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, out of weakness were made
strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned
to flight the armies of the aliens. . . .
And these all, having obtained a good
report through faith, received not the
promise: God having provided some
better thing for us, that they without
us should not be made perfect.”

It is the glory of human life that
men and women can choose the strait
and narrow way and follow it to the
end, to find that it leads to life eternal.
Life is not a dark alley or a dead-end
street. Life is not a “tale told by an
idiot full of sound and fury signifying
nothing.” Life, dignified by person-
ality and aided by the divine Christ,
can be a glorious quest, a great cru-
sade, a heroic venture.

IIl. The Majesty of Human Destiny

When Christ spoke the words of the
broad way and the narrow way, He
implied that there is a majestic des-
tiny awaiting man no matter what
may be his choice in life.

For those who take the broad way
and the wide gate there is the awful
destiny of eternal punishment. There
is the never-ending destruction spok-
en of that grinds but never wears, that
burns but never consumes, that dies
but is never dead. Men can lose their
souls to the screaming devils in hell
because of following the broad way
to that place.

Sin does matter. Christ said that
what man is and what he does are so
important to God that if he disobeys
His will he will suffer forever.

There is a majestic destiny of awful
retribution waiting for those who turn
a deaf ear to the call of God. God
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says one soul is valuable, one life is
meaningful, that all is lost if it is lost.

Think twice before you think you
are only a cog in the machinery.
Think again before you succumb to
the forces of hell. Think again and
listen for the voice of God before you
let the devil persuade you that what
you do does not count. God says it
does count and that a false life and
false character will reap an eternity of
fearsome proportions.

But there is also a majestic destiny
of great worth prepared for those
who listen and hear the voice of God.
The voice of salvation says that each
one is so important that the hairs of
his head are numbered. The voice
of salvation says that to each one who
will take the strait gate and the nar-
row way God will give grace to climb
every hill, He will light the way
through every valley, and He will
finally reward each pilgrim with a
destiny in eternity where all is bright
with peace and light and hope and
love.

God says that up there in heaven
He will satisfy every dormant desire
of the life. He will fulfill every name-
less urge for grandeur of character.
He will complete in the soul the pat-
tern originally intended when God
said, “Let us make man in our own
image.”

The great stream of time moves on
into eternity and men are constantly
finding their destiny. Out there in the
future there are those who will gnash
their teeth in hopeless night over their
false evaluation of the soul. There
are others who will make the anthems
of eternity to roll a little higher with
their shouts of praise to God for His
marvelous works in and through and
to them.

Where is the strait gate and narrow
way? Jesus said, “l1 am the door: by
me if any man enter in, he shall be
saved.” And the answer to that query
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of the soul is the old gospel of re-
demption through the blood of Christ.
It is the old invitation of whosoever
will. It is the old, triumphant shout
of victory in Jeus. It is the pleading
call of the tender Christ. It is the
mighty thunder of warning of wrath
from Jehovah. It is the pungent con-
viction of the Holy Spirit. It is the
old, old story of Jesus and His love.
It says there is life for a look. It says
there is Blood to wash away every
stain, there is grace for every trial,
there is help in every time of need.
It says whosoever will may come. It
says:

Pulpit and Parish Tips

There is a fountain filled with Blood
Drawn from Immanuel’'s veins;
And sinners plunged beneath that

flood
Lose all their guilty stains.

It says:

Come, every soul by sin oppressed,
There’s mercy with the Lord;

And He will surely give you rest
By trusting in His Word.

Only trust Him, only trust Him,
Only trust Him now.

He will save you, He will save you,
He will save you now.

Pulpit Mannerisms

By E. E. Wordsworth*

must ever remember
"**m that when he is on the platform
he is subject to constant and detailed
scrutiny by the people. There are
many things he must carefully avoid.
He can easily develop objectionable
habits. Awkward gestures, feeble
speech or excessive loudness, leaning
on the pulpit, placing hands in his
pockets, combing his hair, careless
handling of the Bible, pounding it or
rolling it up and such like treatment,
are bad form.

Stand up like a real man but avoid
stiffness. Be natural without being
formal. Be yourself without indulging
in distractions. Be free and in earnest
without being offensive. Many times
I have seen ministers shake their
heads, like a terrier would shake a rat,

m"Pastor, Goldendale, Washington.

N\ minister
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to throw back flowing hair from their
faces. Others use their handkerchiefs
again and again during one service.
One such preacher did this three times
in one service, blowing his nose with
the sound of a foghorn. Such is highly
offensive. If the minister has a slight
cold and must use a handkerchief, then
let him do so in a quiet manner. Using
a handkerchief for various other pur-
poses after it has been used is un-
sanitary, offensive, and indecorous in
the pulpit. Let us not detract from
our gospel message by any form of
carelessness in our mannerisms. It
pays for all of us to check up on our-
selves regularly. Or listen to what
your wife says about it. And, another
thing, don’t run your fingers through
your hair all the time, for it may un-
cover a vacuum. Nuf sed!
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Some Theologians We Should Know

By J. Russell Gardner

IV. KEINHOLD NIEBUHR

T'Vistinguished alike Iin the fields

of ethics, politics, and religion,
Reinhold Niebuhr is a German by
race, a Missourian by birth, a pastor
by practice, a reformer by preference,
and a philosopher of religion—not to
say a theologian by profession.

The son of Gustave Niebuhr, who
emigrated from Germany to Illinois
in 1876, Reinhold, in 1915, was or-
dained into the ministry of the Evan-
gelical Synod of North America, in
which his father had been a minister
previously. Thought-provoking as a
lecturer, he was chosen in 1929 to
give the Gifford Lectures at the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh, the fifth Ameri-
can to receive this distinguished hon-
or.

His books, challenging in content
and generally cogent in argument, are
clear and vigorous in presentation and
often paradoxical in statement. In
his review of Niebuhr's Nature and
Destiny of Man, Ordway Tead ob-
serves: “It has an amazing wealth
of scholarly lore, a richness of insight
and perspectiveness, an architectural
quality of rearing before one’s eyes, a
structure of impressive logical design
—which may well entitle it to the dis-
tinction of being the most notable
Christian apologetic of our times in
the English language” (Ethics, Jan-
uary, 1944).

~Professor of Theology and Philosophy, Pasadena College.
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Important W orks

Dr. Niebuhr’'s voluminous writings
include some fifteen important books
and a great body of occasional essays
and articles published in more than
seventy magazines and journals. Chief
among the latter which have featured
his articles or editorials have been the
Christian Century, Atlantic Monthly,
the World Tomorrow, the New Re-
public, Harper’'s Magazine, Spectator,
Radical Religion, Religion in Life, the
Nation, Theology, Review of Religion,
Christianity and Society, Christianity
and Crisis, Current Religious Thought,
Life, the New Leader, and Theology
Today. So unresting has been his
facile pen that every year since 1920
has seen some stimulating contribu-
tion of his in print.

Among the books which best sum-
marize his ripened thought are these:
Leaves from the Notebook of a Tamed
Cynic (1929), Moral Man and Immor-
al Society (1932), Reflections on the
End of an Era (1934), An Interpreta-
tion of Christian Ethics (1935), Chris-
tianity and Power Politics (1940),
The Nature and Destiny of Man, Vol.
I (1941), Vol. Il (1943), The Children
of Light and the Children of Darkness
(1944), Discerning the Signs of the
Times (1946), Faith and History
(1949), Christian Realism and Polit-
ical Problems (1953), and The Self
and the Dramas of History (1953).

Touching life at so many points, in-
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jecting his thought like a hypodermic
into so many of its burning issues,
Niebuhr has been hailed or harried,
applauded or denounced by a gener-
ous throng of enthusiastic supporters
or equally enthusiastic opponents.
Presenting the best cross section of
his thought as seen through the eyes
of his most eminent contemporaries
is the recent work entitled Reinhold

Niebuhr: His Religious, Social and
Political Thought (the Macmillan
Company, 1956). This sizable book

of nearly five hundred pages, edited
by Charles W. Kigley and Robert W.
Bretall, constitutes the second volume
in The Library of Living Theology.
For an analysis and appraisal of his
religious thought in particular we
could recommend to our readers the
scholarly work of Edward John Car-
nell entitled The Theology of Rein-
hold Niebuhr (Wm. B. Eerdmans,
1950).

Controlling ldeas

Central in the thought of most
great thinkers are certain basic prin-
ciples or convictions which determine
the direction in which their thinking
moves. These truths with which they
come to grips are, like Jacob’s wres-
tling angel, the ones which most ten-
aciously grip them. Three of such
directive ideas in the mind of Rein-
hold Niebuhr upon which we will
touch briefly in this paper are: (1)
The Sinfulness of Man, (2) The Pow-
er of the Cross, and (3) The Necessity
of Love.

1. The Sinfulness of Man

If Niebuhr were constructing a sys-
tematic theology he would doubtless
begin with anthropology. His doctrine
of man is an essential introduction to
his doctrine of Christ—whatever that
might be when fully developed. He
begins with man and the “human pre-
dicament” because these are empirical
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starting points for the solution of our
problems today. As Dr. W. J. Wolf of
Cambridge puts it: “Articulated in
terms of man'’s relations with his fel-
low men, the doctrine of man is de-
terminative for his social ethics and
for his interpretation of the meaning-
fulness of history” (Reinhold Nie-
buhr, LLT, Vol. 2, p. 230).

As to the sources of our knowledge
here, man must be studied, not from
revelation alone nor from history
alone, but from the testimony of both
as supplemental to each other. The
classical view of man as belonging
to nature—a “rational animal”’—and
the Biblical view of man as beyond
nature—an “immortal spirit”—must
be blended in one composite picture.
In his view, experience and faith over-
lap and interpenetrate each other at
every level.

Methodologically, the problem of
knowing man is complicated by the
complex nature of the subject. Man,
the composite, is man, the contradic-
tory. To know him, then, we must
accept the testimony of all the con-
tradictories concerning him. This is
what he means by his “dialectical
method,” defined most clearly in the
chapter “Coherence, Incoherence, and
Christian Faith” in his Christian Real-
ism and Political Problems.

Investigating man in this manner
and from these sources, Niebuhr ar-
rives at long last at the conclusion
reached by an inspired apostle nine-
teen centuries before: “All have
sinned, and come short of the glory of
God.” This, for Niebuhr, however,
must be interpreted both individually
and collectively: man is a sinner in
his social groups as well as in his in-
dividual person, and the sins of the
former are more numerous and fla-
grant than those of the latter.

Individual sin as analyzed in The
Nature and Destiny of Man is seen as
pride, self-love, and sensuality. It is
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preceded by temptation which arises
in a setting of “anxiety” occasioned
by the tension arising when a free
being is restricted to finite limita-
tions. Carnell explains the point thus:
“The locus of all sin and evil in his-
tory is the point of tangency between
what man as a free being imagines
himself to be and what the verdict of
natural necessity defines him actually
to be” (The Theology of Reinhold
Niebuhr, p. 70). Pride manifests it-
self chiefly as (1) pride of power, (2)
pride of intellect, (3) pride of moral-
ity, and (4) pride of spirituality, or
self-righteousness.

Sin in society he defines as “Collec-
tive Egotism,” and sees as its locus
all the racial, national, and socioeco-
nomic groups of which society is com-
posed. This he attributes, not to the
natural impulse of nations, or groups,
to survive, but to a fundamental char-
acteristic of their collective moral and
spiritual character. Groups have the
leprosy of sin as well as individuals.
Spots of leprosy on the national skin,
for instance, may be identified as
“lust-for-p o w e r, considerations of
prestige and honour, contempt toward
the other, hypocrisy, and the claim of
moral autonomy by which the self-
deification of the social group is made
explicit by its presentation of itself
as the source and end of existence”
(Nature and Destiny of Man, Vol. I,
p. 211).

In appraising the sins of both in-
dividuals and groups, Niebuhr applies
the principle of “the equality of sin
and the inequality of guilt.” “Guilt,”
he states, “is distinguished from sin
in that it represents the objective and
historical consequences of sin, for
which the sinner must be held re-
sponsible” (p. 222). Sin should there-
fore be measured both vertically, as
against God, and horizontally, as
against man. This makes leaders
more guilty than followers for the
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same offense because their actions
entail the wider consequences; the
ruler in like manner becomes more
responsible than the ruled, and the
thieving rich more culpable than the
pilfering poor.

2. The Power of the Cross

Divine grace has not allowed man

to rest in his sin or to despair in his
“predicament.” Help has been prof-
fered through the manifestation of
divine love “in the suffering servant
and the Son of Man.” And the proof
of this help is found in the Cross,
which symbolizes God’s assumption
of the consequences of human sin
upon himself. The Cross in turn pre-
sents the paradoxical spectacle of
wisdom and foolishness, weakness and
power, thus confronting man’s think-
ing with “the dialectic of Christian-
ity.”
In the thinking of this writer, the
finest summary of Niebuhr’s teaching
on the Cross is presented by Dr. Car-
nell. In his work on Niebuhr’s theolo-
gy he finds the thesis in “the wisdom
of the Cross,” the antithesis in “the
foolishness of the Cross,” and the
synthesis, or solution of the paradox,
in “the power of the Cross.” He
states: “The wisdom of Christ which
culminates in the cross, gives life and
history meaning; for it testifies to the
fact that there is a power and re-
source beyond history which will
bring history its end” (p. 149).

On the other hand, the Cross, to
the natural man, is foolishness be-
cause, issuing as it does from the
mind of God, “it is grounded in a per-
spective which transcends the limits
of human wisdom” and thus “contains
insights which outrun historical vin-
dication” (p. 160). But human his-
tory is not the last word. Man plus
grace is more than man, so that the
history of Christianity is more than
the history of man. This is because of
“the power of the Cross,” which,
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through grace, “releases powers and
possibilities beyond all human possi-
bilities” (p. 186). As its wisdom re-
veals the unknowable, so its power
accomplishes the impossible.

3. The Necessity of Love

Love, not law, is, according to Nie-
buhr, the ultimate principle of divine
control in human life. Not that love
annuls law; it fulfills and sublimates
it until it becomes law in the place of
law. As a uniform principle, inspir-
ing the attitudes and directing the
actions of individuals, love resolves
the “push” of duty into the “pull” of
grace. In its higher dimensions it ex-
presses itself in sacrifice, forgiveness,
sympathy, and universal good will
(cf. Christian Realism and Political
Problems, p. 150). Several further ob-
servations might here be made. First,
the Agape of Niebuhr is more closely
related to human life and culture than
is the Agape of the Swedish theolo-
gian Anders Nygren. In the latter’'s
memorable work, Agape and Eros, the
author draws a distinct line between
the love of man as Eros and the love
of God as Agape. There is both a
gualitative and a quantitative differ-
ence between them. But with Nie-
buhr there is no such clear-cut line of
demarcation. The two loves tend to
coalesce and supplement each other.
Congenial to all social partnerships
where human affection reigns, the
Agape finds in conjugal love its most
fitting “parable symbol, and basis”
(Christian Realism and Political
Problems, p. 169). The total separa-
tion of Eros and Agape would mean
the death of both. “For Eros would
have no goal beyond itself, and Agape
would have no real relevance to hu-
man life” (p. 163).

Second, Niebuhr’'s Agape is not di-
vorced from the sterner virtus of jus-
tice, truth, and duty. It neither con-
sists of sentimentality nor exhausts
itself in emotion. It is neither com-
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prehended in the ecstasy of the mys-
tic nor embodied in the rapture of the
cloistered saint. “For in that case
love does not include the general
spirit of justice which expresses it-
self in the structures, laws, social ar-
rangements, and economic forms by
which men seek to regulate the life of
the community and to establish a
maximum of harmony and justice”
(p. 167).

Finally, the operation of this Agape
begets a “dualistic ethics”—a twofold
standard for the individual and the
group. As an individual, man is un-
der its immediate reign; but as a
group, he is only under its mediate
reign through law. Society as a whole,
or even the primary social groups, are
too composite in their interest, atti-
tudes, and purposes ever to enthrone
the law of love. The best that can be
done is to strive through law to “pro-
vide for the common defense, estab-
lish justice and secure the blessings
of liberty”—all of which may be far
from the sacrificial love which Agape
demands. For *“justice,” as Carnell
puts it, “is a this-worldly value; all
understand and strive for it. While
Agape is an eternal value; only the in-
itiated understand and strive for it”
(TRN, p. 224). Agape therefore is
always a possibility individually, and
an impossibility collectively. None-
theless, “It remains perenially rele-
vant in society as the regulative prin-
ciple of morals, but it is realized in
society only through infinite degrees
of justice” (p. 222). It is this ethical
dualism—moral man in an immoral
society—that constitutes at once the
greatest problem and the greatest
challenge to the individual Christian.

Concluding Evaluation

1 Niebuhr has done yeoman serv-

ice in reinstating theology in life. In
his thinking ultimate reality is again
united with social reality. God and
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society, as well as the individual, are
again doing business with each other.

2. He has dealt a shattering blow
to the theology of immanence. Ac-
cording to the early-century liberal-
ism, God was so inextricably bound
up in the innate goodness of man that
progress toward the divine goal for
history was inevitable. But Niebuhr
counters with a devastating demon-
stration of man’s inevitable sinfulness.
Long overdue as this emphasis was,
it provided a pinch of scriptural salt
by which the brackish waters of a
humanistic theology were somewhat
sweetened.

3. But even though Niebuhr takes
sin more seriously than the liberal, he
does not take it nearly so seriously
as the Bible presents it. Sin, in his
thinking, elicits God’s love, but it does
not seem to incur His wrath. Further-
more, sin is not atoned for by the
blood of Christ but dismissed by God’s
taking our sins upon himself. The
Cross is after all but a symbol of this
transaction. His doctrine of salvation
cannot be squared with Scripture in
any adequate sense.

4. Most disappointing, however, is
his bizarre Christology. Jesus is not
the “Christ,” nor is Christ the Son of
God. Jesus, as man, did not escape
sin, and therefore could never be

Personality

equated with a holy God. Christ is
different from Jesus, and is rather a
“transcendent principle” than a per-
son. He is the divine ideal by which
Jesus himself is judged, a rule or
norm which God uses as His standard
throughout all history. Thus nowhere
in his many writings do we hear the
noble and explicit confession, “Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the living
God.”

5. Lastly, Niebuhr leaves the Chris-

tian without any authoritative foun-
dation for his faith—unless it be the
authority of Niebuhr himself. It can-
not be the teaching of Jesus, for he
was subject, like all men, to error and
sin. It cannot be the teachings of
prophets or apostles, for they were
farther removed from the truth than
was Jesus. Hence the Bible itself falls
from its place of dependability in the
Christian faith, and with it falls its
cardinal doctrines.

All in all, our illustrious author
has given us an immense amount of
factual and interpretational informa-
tion in the fields of ethics, politics,
industry, and religion. But regardless
of the originality therein revealed,
one is still tempted to wonder if the
guantum of actual scriptural truth
imparted is not in inverse proportion
to the enormity of the thought dis-
closed.

The wag who invented the stock psychiatric joke about the man
who had an inferiority complex had more wisdom than he knew

when he quoted the psychiatrist as saying to his patient:
You really are inferior!”

don’t have a complex.

“You
The beginning of

growth is when a person accepts his limitations, and realizes that

he is acceptable in spite of his inferiorities.

These inferiorities then

become his bond of unity with the rest of humankind, not badges of

his
Experience (Westminster).
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isolation from others.—w ayne

E. Oates, Anxiety in Christian
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The Preacher and His Eyes

By F. C. Nicholson*

nnHE EYES HAVE BEEN CALLED “the

windows of the soul.” This defi-
nition contains a great amount of
truth. Who has not looked into the
eyes that spoke back again? Many
lovers have been thrilled by the
language of the eyes. The eyes are
both the index and the reflection of
the person to whom they belong. The
Psalmist said, “l will lift up mine
eyes unto the hills, from whence
cometh my help. My help cometh
from the Lord ... (Ps. 121:1-2). And
God said, “. . . I will guide thee with
mine eye” (Ps. 32:8). One look from
Jesus upon the robust but fearful and
denying Peter brought him to re-
pentance with bitter tears.

The tremendous power of the eyes,
when rightly used, is a mighty factor
in the hands of the preacher in getting
his saving message of the gospel
across to the people of his audience.
Some preachers, consciously or un-
consciously, use their eyes correctly,
and speak with a directness that adds
force to their message. Others, and
some of them excellent preachers,
never learn the value of the right use
of their eyes in speaking. They will
look over the heads of their audience,
or look at the walls of the building,
or up to the ceiling. All of these eva-
sive looks are a hindrance to the
speaker. He may be a good preacher
in spite of this handicap, but if he used
his eyes correctly, he would be a
more effective preacher.

He is not preaching to the space

"Pastor, Lebanon, Missouri.
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above the heads of the people, nor
to the walls, nor to the ceiling, but
to the people in his congregation.
Therefore he should look squarely
into their faces.

One preacher looked at the people
in front of him, and ignored those to
his right and to his left. A certain
good preacher developed the habit
of looking out across his audience at
an angle of about two-fifths from the
left of the auditorium. If you chanced
to sit in the range of his vision, you
were fortunate, for he had an expres-
sive countenance; but if you sat over
to his right, you were obliged to look
at the side of his face most of the
time.

Even the reading of the scripture
lesson is more effective when the
reader lifts his eyes frequently and
looks to the audience, and reads to
them, and not for them. It is still
better to have the scripture so well
in mind that little or no attention be
given to the printed page, leaving the
eyes free for expression and observa-
tion. Time spent in memorizing scrip-
ture pays big dividends in improved
delivery of the message of the gospel.

When once the habit of the proper
use of the eyes is formed, it becomes
more or less natural, and a constant
asset to the preacher; but if neglected,
the blundering use of the eyes re-
mains a needless liability. The law
of the proper use of the eyes can be
expressed in one sentence. Look
straight into the eyes of the audience,
and seek the eyes of every individual.

Many preachers can improve the
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delivery and effectiveness of a good
sermon by looking directly into the
faces of their hearers. This results in
both effect and cause. The listeners
become more attentive and receive
more help from the message. Their
close attention reflects back to the
preacher, with increased inspiration,
until he literally holds his audience

within his grip. Add to this fortunate
condition the anointing of the Holy
Spirit, and you have a situation like
the poet describes so beautifully in
these words, “And heav’'n comes down
our souls to greet, while glory crowns
the mercy seat.”

Preacher, how do you use your
eyes? Are they a liability or an asset?

A Young Man's Opportunity

By a Young Pastor

'T '"here are many things for which

I am grateful in the Church of
the Nazarene. | am indeed privileged
to be counted as one of its ministers.
I am convinced that its doctrine is
true to the teachings of the Bible. |
believe in our great leaders and it
makes my heart to rejoice to see the
way that God has guided them
through the years. | see many other
privileges in being in the church but
omit them for lack of time. The
thought that has been thrilling me
for several days is the fact that our
church is a wide-open opportunity for
young men. As | write, it is the time
of the year when graduating seniors
are anxiously looking out upon a field
that will give them opportunity to
advance. To me, there is no greater
field than the Church of the Nazarene.

The first opportunity the church
presented to me was that of being
saved. | was raised in a small steel
mill town that was predominantly
Catholic. Coming from a broken
home, it seems almost incredible that
I ever came in contact with the

*The name is withheld at the writer's request.
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church. However, because of a little
store-building church called the Naza-
renes, | started in Sunday school. The
church then gave me a godly Sunday-
school teacher who carted me around
in a model T, and a spiritual pastor
who took a real interest in me. When-
ever | needed help, these two saw to it
that the church was present. After
| was saved and sanctified, God called
me to preach, and the church afforded
opportunity for a college education.
No one in my family had ever gone
to college and to them it seemed ri-
diculous. Even some of the Christians
I knew were not too encouraging.
Again the church gave an opportun-
ity—a college education, under spir-
itual teachers, at a cost that | could
meet by working.

It was after graduation that once
again my church presented an oppor-
tunity for further study in our Sem-
inary. Of course there were some
hard times. | never shall forget the
time | had to hock some precious
items to get food to eat. The church
was always understanding and en-
couraging when | needed it most.
Perhaps the greatest opportunity the
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church has given can best be given
in the words of Dr. H. C. Benner as
he talked to the graduating seniors.
They still ring in my ears. “You can
make your pastorate the way you
want it and the size you want it.”

My trouble was that | did not know
how to get a church. | did not even
have a relative who was a member of
the Church of the Nazarene. | had
no contacts with its leaders; in fact,
for all I knew, they did not know I
even existed. About that time a dis-
trict superintendent wrote a form let-
ter to all the Seminary seniors and
offered us plenty of opportunities.
After | wrote to him, he offered me
a church. He did not know me, but
was willing to give me a chance. To
others his offer might seem pretty
poor, but to me it was a dream come
true. He even gave me full authority
to make it as big as | could. With
more enthusiasm than brains and
more perspiration than knowledge,
but with God’s help, | saw the church
guadruple in attendance in a short
time.

After three years | felt that | should
move, and talked to my district super-
intendent. He was still about the only

Character and Capacity

superintendent | knew. He presented
my name at a larger church and they
called me. | hear some about wire-
pulling and knowing the right person,
and every now and then someone says
you have to be a member of the
“ecclesiastical family” to really get
ahead. But | see the other side. |
thank God for a church that will give
a man an opportunity regardless of
his connections. Since my coming to
my present pastorate, the church has
grown until it is one of the largest on
the district.

I have just come from our District

Assembly. To my surprise | was
elected to the General Assembly. Af-
ter only five years of pastoral experi-
ence and still a young man under
thirty—1 was so honored. Why am |
saying this? Words cannot express
all my gratitude for a church that
will give a man like me an opportu-
nity to serve it. It truly is a church of
opportunity. It assures me that some
of the children whom | try to get to
come to Sunday school may grow up
to be ministers in a church that is
truly democratic, not favoring the
few, but favoring all with an oppor-
tunity to serve God and win souls.

When a young man applies for a position with us today, we don’t
care what he knows. What we want to know, is he willing to learn?
We are not too much concerned about his 1.Q. We want to know if

he has character and capacity.

tively and without fail do what is right because it is right.

If he has character, he will instinc-

If he has

capacity and the will to learn, we can take him on from there. There

is no limit to what he can achieve.

“We know a great deal in our business about what causes friction
between metals, but we do not know nearly enough about what causes

friction between people.”

— Clarence Belden Randall
Chairman of the Board of
Inland Steel
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Gleanings from the Greek New Testament

By Ralph Earle

Romans 2:12-16

W ithout Law

he expression “Without IaW” iS
one word in the Greek, the ad-
verb anomos. We have no equivalent

adverb in English, so we have to
translate it by a phrase.
The adverb is used twice in the

twelfth verse but nowhere else in the
New Testament. It is not listed in
Moulton and Milligan’s Vocabulary of
the Greek Testament Illustrated from

the Papyri and Other Non-literary
Sources.
The word is composed of alpha-

privative (negative) and the adverbial

form of nomos, “law.” Literally it
would mean “unlawfully”—a sense
found in classical Greek—or “law-

lessly.” The latter is the common us-
age in Greek writers and is illustrated
in Il Maccabees 8:17. There we read
that Judas Maccabeus instructed his
small army not to fear the vast forces
of the enemy but to fight nobly, keep-
ing before their eyes the fact that the
Syrians had desecrated “lawlessly”
the holy place.

But all lexicographers and commen-
tators are agreed that here it means
“without law.” The only question
would be as to what is meant by law.
Many hold that the Mosaic law is in-
tended; others, law in general. Prob-
ably the comment of Vincent is wise:
“Both law in the abstract and the
Mosaic law. The principle laid down
is general, though apparently viewed

“Professor, Nazarene Theological Seminary.
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with special reference to the law of
Moses.” 1

Law—the Law

One of the outstanding problems
in the exegesis of Romans is the in-
terpretation of the terms “law” and
“the law.” It has sometimes been
suggested that the former refers to
law in general, as a universal princi-
ple, while the latter refers to the
law of Moses. This distinction is based
on the fact that in Greek the anarth-
rous use (without the article) empha-
sizes kind or quality, whereas the
articular construction (with the ar-
ticle) emphasizes individual identity.
Similarly in English if we say “man”
we are thinking of a human being as
such, but if we say “the man” we
are indicating some definite individ-
ual.

However, anyone who has read
Romans in the Greek knows that the
problem is not that simple. For many
times the law of Moses seems rather
clearly indicated by the context when
there is no article in the Greek.
(Greek has no indefinite article.)

One of the best discussions on this
point will be found in Sanday and
Headlam’s outstanding commentary
on Romans. They write:

There are really three main uses:

(1) ho nomos=the law of Moses;

the article denotes something

with which the readers are fa-

miliar. (2) nomos=law in
general (e.g. 2:12, 14; 3:20f;
4:15; 5:13). (3) But there is yet

a third usage where nomos with-

"Word Studies in the New Testament," |IIl, 27.
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out the article really means the

Law of Moses, but the absence of

the article calls attention to it not

as proceeding from Moses, but in
its quality as law."-

It might be noted that the word
law (nomos) occurs eight times in
verses 12-15 (not counting the adverb
anomos, noted above). In only two of
these cases does the article occur. In
verse 14 the Greek reads literally:
“For whenever Gentiles who do not
have law do by nature the things of

the law, these not having [a] law
are [a] law to themselves.” Verse
15 adds: “Who shew the work of the

law written in their hearts.”

Conscience

The English word *“conscience”
comes from the Latin scio, know, and
con, together—a knowing with or to-
gether. The Greek term here trans-
lated “conscience” has exactly the
same meaning. It is syneidesis, from
the participle of oida, know, and syn,
with. Sometimes the English has
synonyms derived from both lan-
guages, as “compassion” (Latin) and
“sympathy” (Greek). Both mean “a
suffering with.”

What is the meaning of “con-
science”? It is a favorite word with
Paul. He uses it twenty-one out of
the thirty-two times it occurs in the
New Testament. In fact, if we add
Acts 23:1 and 24:16—which are parts
of Paul’'s speeches before the San-
hedrin and before Felix—we could
say that it is used by Paul twenty-
three times. Sanday and Headlam
note that it is one of the few technical
terms of Paul that are more Greek
than Jewish.'5

But what is the significance of the
idea of “co-knowledge.” It is “the
knowledge or reflective judgment
which a man has by the side of or

2"'Romans/* p. 58.
’Sanday and Headlam, "Romans/' p. 61.
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in conjunction with the original con-
sciousness of the act.”4
While the term is not found in Aris-
totle it rose “into philosophical im-
portance in the more introspective
moral teaching of the Stoics.”5 Ap-
parently Paul was acquainted with
the writings of the Stoics, for he
quoted one of their poets in his speech
before the Areopagus (Acts 17:28).
Sanday and Headlam summarize
the Pauline usage of the term thus:
The “Conscience” of St. Paul is
a natural faculty which belongs
to all men alike (Rom. 2:15), and
pronounces upon the character
of actions, both their own
(I Cor. 1:12) and those of
others (Il Cor. 4:2; 5:11). It can
be over-scrupulous (I Cor. 10:
25), but is blunted or “seared”
by neglect of its warnings (I Tim.
4:2).0

A ccusing— Excusing

The King James Version says: “ac-
cusing or else excusing.” But the lit-
eral Greek reads: “accusing or even
excusing.” The idea is definitely
suggested that most of the time con-
science condemns. Only occasionally
does it commend. This would be true
of the average person apart from sal-
vation.

or External?

In the King James Version the fif-
teenth verse ends with the words
“one another.” This is often taken
externally, one person in relation to
another accusing or excusing.

But probably Vincent's argument
is well taken. He says: “As the other
parts of the description refer to the
individual soul in itself and not to re-
lations with others, the explanation
expressed in Rev.—the mutual rela-
tions and interchanges of the indi-

Internal

4lbid., p. 60.
rlbid.
rop. cit., p. 61.
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vidual thoughts—seems preferable.”7

Sanday and Headlam show the pos-
sible relation between the two ideas.
They write: “In the present passage
St. Paul is describing an internal
process, though one which is destined
to find external expression; it is the
process by which are formed the
moral judgments of men upon their
fellows.”s

This paragraph shows clearly that,
for those who do not have the law,
the basis of God’'s judgment will be
their attitude toward their conscience.
A just God cannot condemn people for
not obeying the Bible when they have

no Bible. But those who have never
70p. cit.. Ill, 28.
sOp. Cit., p. 62.

The Belfry Bat

D ear Cousin Cave Bat,

seen a Bible have God’s revelation in
conscience. If they disobey that, they
are condemned for it. The well-known
fact is that all men have disobeyed
conscience and so have fallen under
the judgment of God.

In the last analysis there is and al-
ways has been one main criterion of
God’s judgment of men. In all ages
men have been judged according to
their reaction to the light God has
given them, whether through uni-
versal conscience or through the spe-
cific revelation in the Bible. That
puts those of us who have had abun-
dance of light under tremendous re-
sponsibility—including the obligation
to obey Christ's great commission
(Matt. 28:18-20).

The Bishop believes that joy is a habit—a good habit. According
to his reasoning, a generous quantity of stored joy helps to nourish
us when we fall upon evil days, or what is worse, when they fall on
us. | helped him in his soliloquy by reading a poem | had stored
under a louver in the tower upstairs. The author is unknown but he
must have been a wise fellow, for he said:

There was a dachshund once,
So long he hadn’t any notion
How long it took to notify
His tail of his emotion.
So it happened while his eyes
Were filled with tears and sadness
His little tail went wagging on
Because of previous gladness.

How farsighted was this little dachshund!

He was just a dog

(and I presume lived a dog’s life) but he knew that even into canine

living tears must come.

Knowing this, it was a simple matter to

keep on hand a little stored “joy energy,” so that he had something
to keep him going when the going got rough. By doing this he begat

friendliness,
many a problem.

and this added friendliness gave him the solution to

The moral is simple: even a dog can choose whether to wag or

drag his tail.

“Methodist Pastor.
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Nocturnally yours,
Belfry Bat
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It's Income Tax Time-----—-————cmmmm——

Provide Your Members with This Special Financial Statement

CONTRIBUTION RECEIPT FORM

FOR INCOME TAX DEDUCTION

A receipt to be distributed at the end of the year to regular contributors. Just fill in
total amount of money given through the various departments of the church.

Your members will find this form an important reference when figuring income tax de-
ductions. Comes in pads of fifty, duplicate.

Pass this time-saving information on to your church treasurer.

No. R-70 Each pad, 65c; 2 for $1.00

Order an Ample Supply Before January 1, 1957

A Resourceful Tool for a New Year-

THE MINISTERS
MANUAL

(Doran's)

A Guide for 1957
Edited by M. K. W. Heicher and G. B. F. HALLOCK

The book ministers look for each year.
A widely used study and pulpit guide of facts, ideas, and suggestions for the busy
pastor.

Included among its many features are morning and evening sermon outlines for every
Sunday of the year, illustrative and homiletical material, funeral meditations, poems, table
of dates. All conveniently classified and concisely indexed. (HA)

374 pages, cloth $3.00
To Receive Full-Year Benefit —Order NOW
Washington at Bresee nazarene publishing house 1592 Bloor St., W.
2923 Troost Ave., Box 527, Kansas City 41. Missouri Toronto 9, Ontario

Pasadena 7, California

24 (552) The Preacher's Magazine



Your Weekly
CHURCH
BULLETIN

A

Cycle
of

Far-
reaching
Influence

Do as others are effectively doing . ..

START A WEEKLY CHURCH BULLETIN
IN YOUR CHURCH

At Once!

You'll be glad you did

FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION, CONSULT YOUR
EVERY SUNDAY BULLETIN MAILING OR WRITE YOUR—

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
2923 Troost, Box 527
Kansas City 41, Missouri

Washington at Bresee 1592 Bloor St., W.
Toronto 9, Ontario

Pasadena 7, California
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CRUSADE FOR soOuULS

Supplied by Alpine Bowes“J

Johnny had never been interested
in church. His parents had not been
church people and had never once
taken him to Sunday school. But this
lack of a previous connection with the
church did not deter the band of call-
ers from the Church of the Nazarene.
Not even the fact that they had been
calling at Johnny’s home for three
years without results was sufficient
to deter them as they came down the
street that night. “Don’t forget to stop
at Johnny’s house,” one of them
called from the group across the
street.

They did stop at Johnny’s house
that night, and for the first time,
Johnny told them to come in. Al-
though he had been trying to dodge
them for three years, for the past
eleven months Johnny had been flat
on his back. He had been totally
blind since he accidentally received
a blast of buckshot in the face when
he was six years old, but he had re-
fused to let them remove his left eye,
in the hopes that someday by some
miracle the sight in that one remain-
ing eye could be restored. But it had
become infected and the poison had
penetrated throughout his body until
a breakdown occurred and for eleven
months he lay in bed. Discouraged
and downhearted, Johnny found him-
self wanting and welcoming the happy
Christian people he had avoided so
long. They asked if they could pray,

"Secretary, Crusade for Souls Commission.
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and it seemed that all the neighbor-
hood could hear; but that night
Johnny’s wife was converted, and
in a cottage prayer meeting a short
time later Johnny gave his heart to
God.

Johnny’s time and talents had been
used to serve the devil, as the leader
and singer in a dance band, but now
God called him to sing for Him.
Johnny Whisler, song evangelist in
the Church of the Nazarene, and his
dog, Judy, are known and loved
throughout the church. He has been
instrumental in bringing hundreds of
people to the Lord. But it was not
an evangelist or a pastor or a sermon
that brought the dance band leader
to Jesus—it was a group of callers
who failed to give up during three
years of calling.

The Crusade pays big dividends!

The Pastor's Meditations

“1 found the church ... 1 crept in
lest 1 would disturb him. It was in
the tropics of Australia. | found him

divested of his coat and collar. He
lay prostrate at the communion rail.
I could hear the agony of his voice
and the tears in his voice as he
pleaded with God for that great gold
mining city, that he might lead souls
to God. He had been praying all
night. And he had fasted and prayed
all day.

“l1 crept up to where he lay. |
knelt by his prostrate form and put
my hand on his shoulder and it was
wet with sweat. He had never seen
me before but he looked up for a

The Preacher's Magazine



moment and said, ‘Pray with me,
brother. | cannot live if this town
does not turn to God.” He had been
there about three weeks without con-
versions. I knelt with him and
prayed with him and he opened his
heart to God and pleaded as | never
heard a man plead. | went back to

my office, awed, humbled, and
trembling.
“That night | went to the great

church where he preached. No one
knew he had no food all day and no
sleep the night before. But when he
rose in the church | heard several
say, ‘What an unearthly light is on
his face!” It is true. He was a great
Bible teacher, but not an evangelist.
But that night as he preached, some-
thing happened, and the whole place
broke beneath the power of God. This
was the first great ingathering of souls
| had ever witnessed.”

HOwW WE DID IT

We have endeavored to develop a
number of traditions in our church at
Christmas time which we could ad-
vertise widely throughout the com-
munity and attract people who do not
regularly come to our church. Of
course most churches have the tra-
ditional Sunday-school Christmas
program, the special cantata by the
choir, the Christmas Sunday morn-
ing message by the pastor, and carol
singing by the young people. We have
featured these, but have also tried
to build traditions somewhat different.
One of these is a Christmas Sunday
night candlelighting service. The en-
tire service is by candlelight, with the
Christmas story in scripture and song,
but the closing candlelighting cere-
mony, with the congregation stand-
ing in a large circle, each with a
candle, is made as impressive as pos-
sible. While it is a time of consecra-
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tion, it is also deeply evangelistic in
its appeal. We have had many visi-
tors attend this service.

We have made Christmas tracts
available to our people and encour-
aged them to send them in Christmas
cards, with their bill payments and
correspondence during December,
and to personally distribute them
widely. We feel that these emphases
during the Christmas season help the
people to realize the evangelistic op-
portunities of Christmas.

One church has developed what it
calls a Fellowship of Concern. Each
person is challenged to take a soul
interest in two people for a revival
meeting with these four suggestions:

1. Pick Two.

2. Pray for Two.
3. Witness to Two.
4. Invite Two.

It's New

The Crusade for Souls Tract Packet
No. VE-45 contains twenty-five each
of a number of salvation tracts and the
Church of the Nazarene leaflet, a few
tracts specifically for Roman Catholics
and Jews, Jesus the Way, and a Gospel
of John with verses pertaining to sal-
vation printed in bold type. On the
special envelope enclosing the tracts is
a list of ten suggestions on how to dis-
tribute tracts effectively.

These packets provide a fine variety
of tracts for the person who wants
tracts to give out but does not want
to order in quantities of 100. Our
people should be encouraged to do
more tract distribution, and this
packet was designed to supply this
need. It also is handy for use in fill-
ing a tract box. Order from the Naza-
rene Publishing House, $1.00 a packet.
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Pastoral Changes

By R. B. Acheson*

I. Predecessor

we could eliminate the

problems involved in predecessor-
successor relationships if we handled
our pastoral recall in the manner of a
certain colored minister. He told his
people that they were having the priv-
ilege that morning of voting for his
return for another year. In calling for
a voice vote, he asked all in favor to
say, “Amen.” No one responded.
After a brief pause, the pastor said,
“Silence gives consent, I'll be your
pastor for another year!” Pastors
don’t always find their vote of confi-
dence quite so unanimous. Few of us
are in the ministry long until we have
both predecessors and successors. The
problems we face in this regard are
vital.

TJerhaps

There are books galore on ethics
and etiquette in general, but in at-
tempting some research on this sub-
ject, | could find only one for the min-
ister in particular. This is understand-
able, for the problems that face the
minister are so many and varied that
hard-fast rules with their rigid guid-
ance could not apply in every circum-
stance. Pastoral changes pose many
delicate problems in ethics. There are,
of course, some principles that may be
stated to help us in our conduct to-
ward those who precede and follow
us in the work, but perhaps it ought
to be said at the outset that the prop-
er solutions of all such problems
grow on the trees of right attitudes,

+Pastor, Waynesburg, Pennsylvania.
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which, in turn, are rooted in holy
hearts. The best instruction ever giv-
en on ethics toward brother ministers
is contained in a short rule of the
Master Preacher himself, “As ye
would that men should do to you, do
ye also to them.” Here Jesus, as is
His custom, strikes at the very core
of the subject—our attitudes toward
each other. Rules do not, and cannot,
fit every case; but right attitudes
seem to have a knack of finding the
way. Holiness writes its own rules of
etiquette.

Suppose | have just moved to a new
field. What is my attitude toward the
one who pastored this church before
me? Do | want to start with a bang
even though it may leave powder
burns on, or buckshot in, the former
pastor? Am | so hungry for elevation
in the people’s esteem, and on the
statistical chart, that I'll attempt to
gain it by trampling rudely on my
predecessor? Am | touchy, easily of-
fended? Does a word of praise for my
predecessor make me feel that I am
unappreciated? Do | resent the af-
fectionate place he still holds in the
memory of the people | now pastor
until 1 become unreasonable in my
thinking?

Every pastor wants to do a good
job. We wouldn’t be worth our salt
if we didn’t want to be successful and
fruitful in the field to which God has
called us. If we don’t intend or ex-
pect to get something done with God’s
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help, we ought to get a job selling
insurance and let the folk get a pastor
who will. But if we have to place our
foot on our predecessor’'s reputation
and push against his record to get us
off to a good start, we’'d better drift
for a while. Sometimes we are tempt-
ed to explain our slow progress by the
“awful mess we found the church in”
when we arrived. Such sordid infor-
mation helps take up some time in
our report to the district assembly,
but it doesn’t make our report sound
any better. Of course the predeces-
sor's name isn't mentioned, but it is
embarrassingly painful to him none-
theless. Chewing on sour grapes
doesn’t make us look any better to the
people either.

According to the New Testament,
Kingdom work depends on the labors
of many different people, each doing
his own peculiar task. According to
statistics (and statistics are cold, im-
personal, unsympathetic things), our
predecessor may have done poorly,
yet it is altogether possible that he
was God’s man for that particular
period of the church’s history. Jesus
said: “Others have laboured [often
weary, sweaty, unrewarding busi-
ness], and ye are entered into their
labours.” This being true, only God
will know who earns what on payday.
A sincere, praying, hard-working
preacher may leave a charge feeling
he has accomplished little; the next
man may reap a rich harvest, the
church literally blooms wunder his
touch. The sharp contrast may place
the predecessor in a bad light, but in-
vestigation may show that the second
man is picking fruit from trees that
the first man has planted.

When a pastor moves to a new field,
he will find that his predecessor has
left some deep, sometimes indelible
marks on the work. The former pas-
tor had his own methods of doing
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things, he left a number of staunch
friends who hate to see him go and
may still miss him; it may be that he
left a number of enemies who are
secretly, or publicly, glad he has gone.
It is never wise to rush in like a dic-
tator, set up a brand-new regime
overnight, taking a belligerent atti-
tude toward those who find it hard to
make the change. Strong-arm tactics
are seldom too successful in the world
of politics, and they never work in a
church.

If the former pastor has been at all
successful, it might be well to con-
tinue largely with the plans and
methods he was using to advantage.
There is a chance (of course a very
slim chance) that we could learn
something from his methods! Gradual
changes, helped by time and the Holy
Spirit, are usually the best changes.
For one to counsel with the former
pastor is often wise, even though it
may not be flattering to the ego.

Here is a test of good religion: par-
ishioners who hold fond memories of
another man long after we have taken
his place. It certainly isn't wrong for
a pastor to want his people to love
him and to have confidence in him.
A sheep’s affection is a mighty im-
portant thing to a man with a shep-
herd’s heart. It is said that we must
first win people to ourselves before
we can hope to win them to God. But
when we can’t seem to accomplish
this with those special friends of the
predecessor, a tender spot is touched;
we are apt to feel frustrated and des-
pair of being the help to them that
our hearts cry out to be. This feeling
is not necessarily carnal, though it
may stir carnality if there is any there
to stir. Carnality would be huffed at
the people, make subtle effort to be-
little the preacher they would dare
think so much of. Not only is this
reaction inconsistent with holiness,
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but certainly it would never further
our own cause nor the cause of God.
A pure heart and a wise head would
concur in the advice that one should
sincerely join in praise where credit
is due. Wisdom, even on the human
level, has for years advised the lover
to “praise a rival.” Parishioners who
feel that you are a friend of their
friend will the sooner become at-
tached to you.

Most every preacher will leave be-
hind him some folk who are glad he is
gone. Perhaps he didn't preach to
their liking; maybe they felt he slight-
ed them. It could be his family they
did not like. They will make it easy
for the present preacher to join in
the criticism and feel that if he helps
weed out the predecessor’s influence
his own plant will have a better
chance to grow. Their judgment may
be just. The former pastor might
have made some bad mistakes, He
might have been lazy or unrefined,
maybe a downright rascal—but it will
be better to find something nice to
say, or keep a tactful silence. Or, if

they are too right, change the subject
as soon as possible. Remember these
same folk may talk about you when
you leave.

A former pastor sometimes returns
to the community at the request of
those wishing him to officiate at fun-
erals or weddings. The present pastor
must exercise the utmost in Christian
charity and courtesy. He must realize
that there are ties formed between
pastor and people that a mere change
of locale does not completely sever.
People have a right to ask whom they
wish for such important occasions,
and it isn't always meant as a slight
to the present pastor. However, if a
former pastor solicits continued inter-
est in himself, and intentionally inter-
feres with the effective adjustment of
the new shepherd with his flock, it
would not be amiss for the pastor to
be frank with the offender and re-
mind him that he is no longer in
charge.

(Next month the writer will discuss
some of the important matters relat-
ing to a pastor’s successor.)

Christmas Present for the Church

(Medford, Oregon, First Church—
Raymond Hurn, pastor—offered this
suggestion in their bulletin for a Christ-
mas present to the church.)

Yes, you can give a gift to the church.
Here are several items urgently needed
and not included in this year’s budget:

1 16 mm sound projector—$540.00

25 Primary chairs at $5.00 each

($125.00)
2 blackboards at $10.00 each
25 Junior chairs at $5.00 each ($125.00)
youth songbooks—$25.00
1 bulletin board—$5.00
2 maps of Palestine—$4.00 each
2 maps of Bible lands—$2.50 each
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4 classroom doors—$10.00 each
Cork tile for the nursery to pro-
vide sanitary warmth for our
babies—$250.00
New typewriter—$300.00
An addressing machine—$450.00
Multigraph machine—$700.00
(the last three items to replace
worn-out equipment in the
church office)
Folding machine—$125.00
2 folding partitions in prayer audi-
torium, $1,200.00 each
refinishing floors in church build-
ings: first floor—$1,000.00; sec-
ond floor—$500.00.
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SERMON WORKSHOP

Contributed by Nelson Mink

An Honest Man

A preacher in Kansas made the fol-
lowing announcement: “Brethren, the
janitor and 1 will hold our weekly prayer
meeting next Wednesday evening as
usual.”

Good Invitation

A tourists handbook, describing a par-
ticular hotel, carried these words: “Come
in just as you are.” This is the gospel
message too.

Black Susan Said:

“All the Lord asks of me is to jes' be
my own black se'f, filled with the Holy
Ghost.”

“Lord, don’t You let me go to that
convention if 1 wants to have a 'scursion
or a good time. You make me a ball of
fire, or You keep me home.”

“As soon as you talks about the blood
of Jesus, you stirs up every drop of
blood in me, an’ sets me all on fire.”

(From an old tract)

Encouragement

A little Episcopalian girl visited a
Methodist aunt in the country. “What
do you think of our minister?” the aunt
asked after the morning service. “Won-
derful,” said the little girl, “but our min-
ister could also preach good if the choir
would root for him like yours does for
your minister.” (Selected.)

From an OlId Bible
When thou readest what here is writ,
Let thy best practice second it;
So twice each precept read shall be,
First in the Book, and then in thee.
— Caldwell

*Pastor, Waco, Texas.

December, 1956

Dr. F. B. Meyer Once Said:

“When you feel least inclined for it,
there is most need to make for the closet
with the shut door.”

“God met Elijah’s request to die, not
with rebuke, but with food and sleep.”

“We often make a great mistake in
thinking God is not leading us because
we cannot see far in front. But this is
not His method. He only undertakes
that the ‘steps of a good man,” should
be ‘ordered by the Lord.” Not next year,
but tomorrow; not the next mile, but
the next yard. Not the whole pattern,
but the next stitch on the canvas.”

“There is no book like the Bible for
casting a light on the dark landings of
human life.”

Sentence Sermons

“If worry gets you anywhere, it's apt
to be a place where you can't come
back.”

“The world teaches a fellow to drink
and gamble, and then when he’s learned
these things too well they kick him out.”
— Sam Jones.

“Men are religious naturally; they are
Christian supernaturally.”

“There is no limit to the good a man
can do if he does not care who gets the
credit.”

Sobering Thoughts

“The older a person becomes, the more
his imagination and memory get mixed
up.” (Sel)

“Wonderful sermon,” said the lady,
shaking hands with the preacher. “Ev-
erything you said applies to people I
know.” (Sel))

“Those who know the way to God can
find it in the dark.” (Sel.)
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Sentence Sermons

“The only person who ever makes any-
thing by running other people down, is
the elevator operator.”

“Too many people itch for what they
want, but are not willing to get out and
scratch for it.”

“It is often surprising to find that
heights may be attained merely by re-
maining on the level.”

“Men still die with their boots on—
with one boot on the accelerator.”

“There is not much to talk about at
some parties, until one or two couples
leave.”

(Selected)

Quotations from Dr. Hardy C. Powers

(At district assembly, 1945)

“We must keep our altars well salted
with tears.”

“‘And the evening and the morning
were the first day.” God never stops His
people in the dark.”

“Ideals are an index to a man’s char-
acter. Tell me what a man’s ideals are,
and I'll tell you what kind of man he
is.”

“Don’t pray for God to bless you and
then drive around every lions’ den in the
way.”

“If you are deeply spiritual, you can
see God in everything that touches your
life”

Sermon Subjects for December

By the Editor

Il Peter

Subjects

1. The Gospel of Divine Integrity
2. The Personal Proof of the Word

3. Christ, the Divine Word

4. The Central Message of Scripture

5. The Mount of Revelation
6. The Supremacy of the Written
W ord

7. The Moral Demands of the W ord

8. “The Light Shineth in the Dark-

ness” (See John 1:5, Weymouth.)

9. The Universal Implications of the
W ord

10. The Book of God

11. The Divinely Inspired W ord
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1:16-21

Scriptures

For we have not followed, cun-

ningly devised fables . . .

. . . but were eyewitnesses of

his majesty.

3. v. 17, For he received from God . . .

4. v. 17, . . . This is my beloved Son,

in whom | am well pleased.

And this voice . .. we heard,

when we were with him in

the holy mount.

6. v. 19, We have also a more sure

word of prophecy . . .

.. . whereunto ye do well that

ye take heed . . .

8 v. 19, ... as unto a light that shineth
in a dark place, until the day
dawn . . .

9. v. 20, ... no prophecy of the scrip-

ture is of any private inter-

pretation.

For the prophecy came not in

old time by the will of man . ..

... but holy men of God spake

as they were moved by the

Holy Ghost.

1 v. 16

2. v. 16,

5 v. 18

7. v. 19,

10. v. 21,

11 v. 21,
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for December
PREACHING PROGRAM

December 2, 1956
Morning Subject: A MOUNTAIN BEYOND THE VALLEY

Text: Psalms 84:6
Introduction

A. Psalms are expressive of human experiences.
B. This psalm descriptive of life as a pilgrimage.
C. This psalm suggests that the Christian life is:
l. A Life of Participation
A. Participation in life’s joyful experiences.
Represented by pilgrims standing in Zion.
B. Participation in life’s sorrowful experiences.
Represented by pilgrims passing through valley of Baca.
I1. A Life of Distribution
A. God’s principle is, “It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive.” Life's happiness not dependent on pills, but on
giving.
B. The happiness of others often depends upon our actions.
Ill. A Life of Progression
A. Pilgrims pass through the valley.
B. Christian effort should strengthen rather than weaken.
C. At last we stand in Zion in God’s presence.
— E. S. Phillips

Evening Subject: WHO IS A WORLDLY MAN?
Text: Psalms 17:14
Introduction:

A. David was constantly encompassed by enemies.
B. These enemies seemed to be materially successful.
l. W hat Are the Characteristics of a Worldly Man?
A. Ensuing worldly attainment as his chief good.
B. Entertaining thoughts which tend to worldly things.
C. Enjoying feelings which are excited mainly by worldly thrills.
Alive to worldly enjoyments—dead to spiritual responses.
D. Engaging in conversation mainly on worldly subjects.
E. Endorsing conduct promoted by worldly motives.
I1. What IS the Portion of a Worldly Man?
A. It is small compared to whole world.
B. It is small compared to human desires.
C. It is an unsatisfying portion.
1. Because it cannot meet man’s needs.
2. Because it is always alloyed.
D. It is transitory. It is just for this life.
1. HOW Different the Character and Portion of the Spiritual

Man!

— E. S. Phillips
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Text:

December 9, 195G
Morning Subject: THE WORLD’S GREATEST BOOK
Psalms 119:105

Introduction:

A. Today is Universal Bible Sunday.
B. It comes in the same month as Christmas.
C. Christmas is universal because the Bible is universal.
D. The Bible is the world’s greatest Book because:
It Is Contemporary with A1l Ages.
A. Books classified. Book of month, year, of all times.
B. The Bible has survived the collapse of all civilizations.
C. In a world of change His Word is unchanged.
It Is the Source Book of Everything Worth-while.
A. It is the source of all the world’s great literature.
B. Source of much art and music.
C. Source of philosophy.
It Resolves A Il Man’'s Needs.
A. By a recognition of man’s basic urges.
1. The urge for recognition, appreciation, participation.
2. The Bible explains man’s inner longings.
3. It not only explains but also resolves them in Christ.
B. By the finality of its authority.
— E. S. Phillips

Evening Subject: THE WHY OF SANCTIFICATION

Text: John 17:17-19

Introduction:

A. The religious leaders were concerned with outward cor-
rectness.

B. Christ was concerned with inner cleanness of disciples.

C. In these verses we have both the inner and the outer mean-
ings of “sanctify”: (1) outer, for Christ; (2) inner, for
disciples.

D. He prayed for our inner sanctification:

That We Might Be Fully Dedicated to God's Will as He W as

A. Crucifixion of self is only path to sanctification.

B. Sanctification submerges human desires into the will of
God.

That We Might Be Fully Insulated from the Evil of the

World

A. We can be in the world but not of the world.

B. Insulation is necessary to the preservation of power.

That Christ Might Be Fully Translated Through Us to the

World

A. Much of world’'s unbelief due to poor translations of the
truth.

B. God always writes history in the language of human per-
sonalities.

— E. S. Phillips

The Preacher's Magazine



December 16, 1956
Morning Subject: BEYOND DESCRIPTION
Text: Read 1 Kings 10:1-8 and 1 Corinthians 2:9-10.

Introduction:
A. Describe expansiveness of Solomon’s court.
B. Queen unable to express her surprise at its vastness.
C. Paul sets forth:
l. The Ability to Comprehend God's Revelation
A. The natural senses are inadequate.
1. Natural eye unable to see the invisible.
2. Natural ear unable to hear the inaudible.
B. Spiritual senses must be enlightened.
1. The Avenue Conducting Us to the Revelation
A. Action on our part—coming to God.
1. For queen it meant inconvenience, discomfort of desert,
etc.
2. All who ever see God’'s splendor must put themselves
in position to behold it.
B. Action on God’s part. He reveals himself to us.
Ill. The Articles of Revelation to Be Conferred
Benefits to be conferred now and hereafter:
A. A present experience that beggars description.
B. A gradually expanding revelation of His greatness.
C. An eternal unfolding of infinite love.

—E. S. Phillips

Evening Subject: CRUMBLING WALLS
Text: Ephesians 2:14

Introduction:
A. The Great Wall of China is crumbling.
B. The crumbling is symbolic of all walls—figuratively.
C. Christ desires to break down the following walls:
l. The Wall of Our Own Imprisonment
A. That the true self might be liberated.
1. We are prisoners behind walls of our own making—
fear, suspicion, selfishness, prejudice.
B. That we might enjoy His freedom.
1. Man'’s efforts to gain freedom have failed.
He has tried legislation, education, aggression, etc. In-
stead of breaking barriers these increase bondage.
2. Man’s freedom found only in Christ’'s emancipation.
. The Wall of Isolation
A. That we might enjoy divine fellowship.
Sin erected barrier between God and man.
B. That we might enjoy human fellowship.
Sin erects barriers between human beings—individuals,
families, nations.
C. In Christ we find reconciliation with God and man.

— E. S. Phillips
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December 23, 1956
Morning Subject: THE KING AND HIS KINGDOM
Text: Matthew 2:2, “The King of the Jews”

Introduction:
A. Scripture sets Christ forth as a King.
B. Notice three characteristics of His Kingdom:
l. It Is Fraternal.
A. It includes all people. “Desire of all nations.”
1 Inscription over cross acclaimed kingship in three lan-
guages.
B. It includes all ages.
7. Christ is the everlasting Contemporary.
2. Wise men represented as old man, middle-aged, and
young man.
I1. It Is Internal.
A. Kingdoms of world governed by external principles.
1 Principle of gain—exemplified by innkeeper.
2. Principle of power—exemplified by Herod.
B. Kingdom of God governed by internal principles.
I, 1t Is Eternal.
A. Earth’'s kingdoms and kings are temporal and transient.
B. Heaven's Kingdom and King are permanent and eternal
(Isa. 9:6).
—E. S. Phillips

Evening Subject: LESSONS LEARNED FROM CHRISTMAS
Text: Luke 2:1-20

Introduction:
A. Much of Bible history woven about births.
B. Birth of Christ the last recorded in the Bible.
C. Since His coming the new birth is of greatest importance.
D. His advent teaches:
l. The Preparation for His Coming
A. The world needed preparation for His physical birth.
Christ came in the fullness of time—appropriate for His
birth.
B. The heart needs preparation for His spiritual birth.
Only prepared hearts can receive the new birth He brings
Il The Purpose of His Coming
A. To bring a new life to a lost world (Matt. 1:21).
B. To destroy the works of the devil (I John 3:8).
C. To perpetuate peace in man’s life (Luke 2:14).
IlIl. The Preservation of His Coming
A. The world’s Herods today still seek to destroy the life of
Christ. No kingdom is large enough for two thrones.
B. His preservation is assured only by the spiritual translation
of Christ into the human heart.
— E. S. Phillips
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December,

December 30, 1956
Morning Subject: A MESSAGE FOR THE AGES
Text: John 3:16

Introduction:

A. Many current messages only of current importance.
B. The message of the text important to all generations—past,
present, future.
C. Three important messages of the text.
1. It Tells Us of God's Love.
A. His love is all-inclusive.
1. It includes every nation—“so loved the world.”
It was commanded to be told to all people.
2. It includes all individuals.
No en masse—but personally.
I1. It Tells of Christ's Suffering.
A. His suffering was costly.
We cannot measure God’s love until we come to some com-
prehension of the cost of sin in Christ’'s suffering.
B. His death was voluntary—“He gave his life.”
1. It Tells of Our Opportunity.
A. Opportunity of personal forgiveness and sanctification.
B. Opportunity for life's completeness here and hereafter.
— E. S. Phillips

Evening Subject: WHAT ABOUT TOMORROW?
Texts: | Samuel 7:12; Job 23:10; Psalms 48:14

Introduction:

A. New Year’s is a time for retrospection and anticipation.
B. It is always good for the future to have a precedent in
the past. Jesus always referred back to the past, saying,
“As Jonah.”
C. These three scriptures give us:
l. The Consolation of Past Help
A. “Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.”
B. Recount the occasions.
C. Helped us as a nation, a church, as individuals.
Il. The Comfort of Present Knowledge
A. “He knoweth the way that | take.”
B. The omniscience of God is the basis of our security.
1. He knows where we are and what we are encountering.
2. Hlustrated by the disciples on the stormy sea.
Ill. The Confidence of His Future Guidance
A. He will be our Guide unto death.
B. Our future is always hard to locate.
C. Christ is always ahead to give us guidance.
Conciusion: In the uncertainty of life’'s maze He says, “This is the
way, walk ye in it.”
— E. S. Phillips
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JESUS’ NEW COMMANDMENT

Scripture: John 13:31-36
Text: John 13:34, 35
Introduction: Our message is Jesus’ new commandment for fol-

lowers to love one another, as set against dark background of
departure of Judas to betray Jesus.

I. Source of the Commandment. “I give unto you . .. 7
A. Very name Christian, meaning Christlike, gives key to the
phrase.

B. Desire to be like Him, follow Him, makes every command
of His our desire.

C. Paul called himself servant and love slave of Master, and
so must we be for success in battle for crown of life.

Il. Substance of the Commandment. “. . . That ye love one
another; ..."”
A. Paul said, “ ... but the greatest of these is love.”

B. Wordsworth, “The best portion of a good man’s life—his
little, nameless, unremembered acts of kindness and of love.”

C. Abraham Lincoln at second inaugural, “With malice toward
none, with charity for all.”

D. Jesus, our Lord, “Father, forgive them; for they know not
what they do.”

IIl. Stimulus of the Commandment.

as | have loved you.”

A. Military services teach that a good leader of men never asks
his men to go where he himself is not willing to lead.

B. Jesus, the Great Shepherd, has by His death, shown His
love for us, and by that stimulus, we are to love one another.

C. If feeling of ill will toward another tempts us, remember
stimulus of this commandment: Christ's love for us.

IV. Symbol of the Commandment. “By this shall all men know
that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”

A. Of old, families had coats of arms, proudly displayed. Some

companies now make business of tracing these coats.

B. Fitting conclusion to this commandment is that obedience
to it is our coat of arms as disciple of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God.

C. Dr. Bresee’s illustration of making bullets from scraps of
lead. No effort to beat scraps down, but just hold over fire
until become molten mass, so closely joined together couldn’t
tell one original part from another. So we as Christians
must fulfill this commandment—keep close to warm heart
of Jesus until His love causes us to flow together in one
great mass of love.

—cCirark H. Lew is, Pastor
Ketchikan, Alaska
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MIDNIGHTS MADE BRIGHT

Text: ...the glory of the Lord shone round about them (Luke 2:9).

Introduction:

December, 1956

A. Luke’s Christmas story speaks of the darkness of that night.
B. This darkness was more than the natural darkness.

1. Darkness in spirit—oppression of Rome.

2. Darkness in material—their economic insecurity.

3. Darkness in spiritual—the hopelessness of their religion.
C. The shining of the “glory of the Lord” not only brightened

their natural midnight, but also brought supply for the

above-mentioned needs.

1. For the spirit—abundant life. “We cannot but speak.”

2. For the material—His loving and abundant supply.

3. For the spiritual—"in the fulness of time God sent his
Son.”
D. So today the “glory of God” will brighten all of our mid-
nights.

M idnight of Drudgery— Brightened by Devotion
A. Modern living filled with the monotonous and that which
is drudgery.
B. The Christian answer is devotion to God and dedication of
our work.
C. Work is no deterrent to devotion.
1. Moses was tending sheep when God spoke to him.
2. Gideon was threshing wheat when God called him.
3. Elisha was plowing the field when he heard God'’s call.
4. Disciples were fishing, collecting taxes, etc., when Jesus
challenged them.
5. Mary leads the way in “choosing the better part.”

M idnight of Disillusionment— Brightened by Discovery
A. Disillusionment is a real problem.

1. People fail us, dreams crumble, and hopes fade.

2. Life can get into a muddle of cynicism and doubt.

3. “We trusted that it had been he.”

4. Can even become disillusioned by God’s workings.
B. Discovery of the reality of Jesus makes transformation

possible.

1. He is “the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.”

2. His kingdom is not of this world.

3. Job—*though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.”

M idnight of Defeat— Brightened by Dedication

A. The midnight of sin’s defeat.

B. Shakespeare’'s Prospero—“Strong oaths are but straw to
the fire in the blood.”
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C. Dedication of one’s life to God brings the transformation.
1. Mary Magdalene.
2. Peter.
Midnight of Death— Brightened by Deliverance
A. The seeming finality of death.
B. Deliverance comes through the Resurrection and the Life.
C. Even in this dark hour of earth’s history, thank God, there
is light!
— Barrett K irby, Pastor
Sacramento, California

SAYING THE HARDEST WORD OR
THREE HEBREW CHILDREN WHO WOULDN'T BEND

(Children’s Message)

Scripture: Dan. 3:14-25
Text: But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not

serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast
set up (Dan. 3:18).

Introduction:

There are many hard words to say. What would you think
is the hardest? It has been decided that the word no is the
hardest of all words to say. Here are three Hebrew boys that
knew how to say this word. Here are some reasons why:

They Said, “N 0/'Because They Were Truly Saved.

A. Their experience was very real to them.

B. They had something that satisfied within.

C. They really loved the Lord with all their hearts.

They Said, “No,” Because They Had a Single Aim in Their

Lives.

A. It was settled that they belonged to the Lord.
B. It was settled that God’s favor came first.
C. It was settled that God’s will be done at any cost.

They Said, “No,” Because They Were A fraid of Sin and
W rong.

A. They knew sin would displease the Lord.

B. They knew sin would weaken their character.

C. They knew sin would leave marks on their lives.

D. They knew sin would make them want to do worse things

still.

They Said, “NO,” Because They W ould Rather Die for the
Lord than to Live for the Devil.
A. They loved God so well it was easy to please Him.
B. They loved God so well it was easy to say, “No,” to Satan
and his crowd.
C. They loved God so well they would give up life itself for
Him.
— Nelson Mink, Pastor
Waco, Texas
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BRIEFS

Book Club Selections for December, 1956

THE CHRISTIAN AND THE CULTS
By Walter R. Martin (Zondervan, $2.50)

This is a new and very worthy tool for the minister in his stand for
Christian orthodoxy. This book gives a careful and clear-cut statement
of the teachings and brief history of each of the modern cults.

But this in itself is not the real value of the book. Other books have
done the same acceptably. But here is the first honest attempt to help
Christians win cultists. Martin offers practical, scripture-supported sug-
gestions for dealing with victims of the cult heresies.

A splendid type of aid to use in training classes to help your laymen
learn the know-how of answering and winning cultists.

A very definite contribution to any pastor’s library.

YOU HAVE A TALENT—DON'T BURY IT
By Faith Cone Bailey (Moody, cl. $2.00, p. 85c)

Pastor, here is help for that teen-ager who is anxious to be in Chris-
tian service—but where? How to prepare? What are the opportunities?
Here are listed and described well over a score. Practical, rather than
idealistic, approach to each is taken.

The emphasis on socials, suppers, recreation in church really can
stand de-emphasis. But, used with care, this will be a source book to
help many a confused but eager young Christian.

KEYS FOR CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP
By LaVose A. Wallin (Cowman Publications, 50c)

This little book is bulging full with practical help. Each member of
the church should be encouraged to accept responsibility for leadership,
and this little book is the kind which should be placed in the hands of each
person as soon as some responsibility is assigned. The material is pre-
sented briefly, almost in outline form, but is very basic, even including
brief instructions on parliamentary procedure and ways for introducing
people. If it has a weakness, it is because it is not illustrated with specific
life situations. Of course you can't ask for everything in a book so small,
but it is very valuable to put in the hands of laymen in the local church.

KEPT FROM THE HOUR
By Gerald B. Stanton (Zondervan, $3.95)

This is a day of greatly increased interest in prophecy, since the fear
of the atomic catastrophe hangs ever just over our heads. Will the Church
go through the Great Tribulation? That's the big question.

Here is a solid defense of the pre-tribulation view—the most compre-
hensive seen yet. The mid-tribulation and post-tribulation views are
honestly reviewed.

A scholarly presentation of a momentous theme.
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CUP OF FURY
By Upton Sinclair (Channel Press, $3.00)

What a burning indictment of strong drink! Written by a literary
master, it will hold you to the last page. And it tells the soggy story in
its sordid details of alcohol and its grip on “bright lights” in the realm
of literature and movies.

It will be shocking to read how some who are “Names” on tongues of
old and young alike have gone to grovenly despair by the demon of drink.
Youth who see the “social glass” advertised so temptingly on TV and ads
in magazines will find an antidote, strong and lasting, in this blunt story
of the ruin made by John Barleycorn.

If the author had just given God a larger place, and called drunkenness
sin instead of disease, this would be terrific. | warn you that you will not
easily lay this book down once you have begun reading.

THE BOOK OF EZEKIEL
By Charles R. Erdman (Revell, $2.00)

A fast-moving exposition of the book. Gives a fine outline of Ezekiel,
and good treatment of the parables and symbolism of the book. Rich in
historical background of the times. That is a chief value of the volume.
There is an encouraging note of triumph for God’'s kingdom. For any
student who desires to obtain conservative and warmly evangelical infor-
mation on the backgrounds of Ezekiel, this is a good book.

THE CHURCH UNDER THE CROSS (galleys)
By J. B. Phillips (Macmillan, $2.50)

Unfortunate that such a well-known author would attempt to main-
tain his writing popularity with this type of production. The Church Under
the Cross is really a study of missionary success in the Church of England
(Anglican) missions around the world. And Phillips appears to be in-
creasingly enamored with the ecumenical bug. His belittling references to
denominations and his espousal of the world church make this a disap-
pointing volume to come from the pen of the author of Letters to Young
Churches.

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY
By George S. Hendry (Westminster, $2.50)

Wouldst thou stretch those mental muscles a bit? Hendry invites you
to think with him about the Holy Spirit. The author is Scottish and presents
his arguments in that careful way typical of the scholarship we expect from
his native sod. The Holy Spirit is studied with reference to God, Christ, the
Church, the Word, the human spirit. Don’'t look for Wesleyan interpreta-
tions; but rather for conservative, traditional, scholarly treatment of the
Holy Spirit. Graduate-level material.

THE TEMPLE
By Arthur E. Smith (Moody Press, $3.00)

From a rich background of study the author delves into each least
detail of the Temple, both building and furniture, and clothes it with
spiritual significance. There seems, in spots, to be a straining to give
symbolic meaning where it is not too obvious. And the tendency to a study
of numbers and their significance at times appears to be overdone.

However, for pastor or Sunday-school teacher who needs good, basic,
evangelical information on the Temple, here is a very usable book.
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Particularly Appropriate for

BOY OF
OLD ILLINOIS

By GRACE RAMQUIST.
Especially for children!
The story of a typical
farm boy who became
General Superintendent
Chapman. 35 pages,

paper. 35¢c
l4fe ina .
LIFE IN A ifiv -
NaaattsxifjV :
PARSONAGE ~ ©oreonaoe:
YESTERDAY,
By PAUL MARTIN. % TODAY. AND
Unique word pictures of FOREVER

"behind the scene" inci-
dents. Packed with hu-
man interest! 40 pages,
paper. 50c

THE

Christmas Giving

GOD HAS
THE ANSWER

By H. ORTON WILEY.
Soul-satisfying messages
from the burning heart
of an outstanding holi-
ness leader. 124 pages,
cloth. S1.50

By LOIS MARIE HALL.
Forty homey poems
around life's personal ex-
periences of great joy

and deep sorrow.

pages, cloth.

THE NAZARENE

NAZARENE
SERVICEMAN

SERVICEMAN

By CHAPLAIN CLAUDE
L. CHILTON. Pocket-size
handbook of important
information and practi-

cal

advice. 64 pages,

leatherette cover.

STRENGTH

FOR TODAY

By BERTHA MUNRO.
Daily inspiration for en-
riched Christian living.
384 pages, cloth. $2.50

TRUTH
FOR TODAY
380 pages, cloth S2.00

75c; 6 for $3.75

62

S1.00
TIPS TO
TEEN-AGERS

By CAROL GISH. The
answers to what Chris-
tian young people should
do to be well mannered.
80 pages, paper. 75c

LOVE IS THE KEY

By A. S. LONDON.
Warmhearted, evange-
listic zeal, emphasizing
divine love—the basis of

Christian living.

pages, paper.

62
75c

FOR MANY OTHER WONDERFUL GIFT
BOOKS SUITABLE FOR ALL AGES
SEE OUR CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOG

FREE UPON REQUEST

NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
2923 Troost, Box 527, Kansas City 41, Missouri

Washington at Bresee
Pasadena 7, California

1592 Bloor St., W.
Toronto 9, Ontario



FOR PERSONAL GIVING

Tele-Note Pad

An extremely usable item.
Constructed of quality steel, finished in
black. Comes with generous supply of 3 x 5

sheets, instructions for easy installation, and
scripture imprint. Boxed. (NZS)
No. GI-15 $1.00

"Art-Wood ' Tie Rack

Designed particularly for the gentlemen.

Specially processed wood molded into this
appealing and durable mahogany-colored
rack. Full-color "Head of Christ" highlighted
with a gold-beaded edge. Eight stainless steel
brackets swing freely for making tie selection.
Size 10% x 312". Boxed. (WA)

No. GI-S340 $1.75

Bible Game

Exciting for adults, educational for children!
Twelve different games in one, covering the

entire Bible. Complete instructions enclosed.
(2P)
No. GA-13 $1.00

Birthday Autograph

Very popular among young folk as a gift.

For each day of the year there is an inspirational quotation from
a minister or Christian worker, many of whom the young people
have heard and met personally. Beneath each is a space for sig-

natures.
No. AW-75

Art Wood" Book Ends

For practical giving!
Creamy

$1.00

ivory ships set on a rich mahogany base

displaying the motto, "Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me/' in raised
letters. Sturdy plastic supports firmly screwed into base.

Size 4\ x 5VZ'
No. GI1-2900

YOU'LL FIND HUNDREDS OF OTHER
HELPFUL GIFT SUGGESTIONS IN
OUR CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOG.
TAKE A LOOK AT IT TODAY!

Boxed. (WA)

Shop Early—at your-NAZARENE PUBLISHING

Pair, $2.95

HOUSE



