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News
BY MARK GRAHAM and TOM FELDER

N azarenes  O pen  2 3 rd  G en era l  A ssem b ly  w ith  W orship  Serv ice

NAZARENES GATHER IN INDIANAPOLIS FOR 23RD GENERAL ASSEMDLY

More than 40,000 Nazarenes gathered in the Hoosier Dome for the opening service of the 
23rd General Assembly, Sunday, July 25. The service was broadcast via satellite  across 
the North American continent.

CHURCH SETS 
SIGHTS ON 2001
Citing statistics that show a clear pat­
tern of growth. General Superintendent 
John A. Knight proclaimed that the 
Church of the Nazarene is alive— not 
dying— in the Quadrennial Message of 
the Board of General Superintendents 
during the opening plenary session of 
the 23rd General Assembly, July 26.

“Our goal was to have 1 million full 
church members by 1995,” said Knight. 
"We now have 1,070,790 Nazarene 
members worldwide, of which 966,815 
are full members. We will reach the 1 
m illion mark in full mem bers well 
before 1995.

“Our goal was to have 95 mission 
fields, or 20 new fields by 1995. We 
reached that goal almost three years 
ahead of schedule. Currently we are 
ev an g e l iz in g  in 109 world areas, 
including 23 new fields since 1985.”

The 1995 goal of 10,000 churches 
worldwide was surpassed in 1991. 
There currently are 10,599 churches.

Knight cited the 108,864 new Naza­
renes received into m em bersh ip  in 
1992 as the largest in the denomina­
tion's 85-year history.

He announced that the theme from 
the past quadrennium. “That the World 
May Know,” is being retained for the 
next four years but would be altered to 
read, “That the World May Know— 
The New Sunday  School M eeting  
Needs.”

“We call on our people around the 
world to give renewed attention to the 
challenges of training, Bible study, and 
outreach through the Sunday School," 
he said.

Knight also proposed goals for the 
denom ina tion  to reach by the year 
2001. These include: 1.5 million church 
members; 15,000 churches; 1.000 mis­
s ionar ies ;  and 20 new coun tr ies  
entered.

“Our days are filled with greater 
opportunities to carry out the Great 
Commission than at any time in the his­
tory of Christ's Church,” said the gen­
eral superintendent.

Knight went on to say that the 
church would improve and adapt its

methods as it approaches the 21st cen­
tury and refine and reduce administra­
tive organization for greater efficiency. 
“But in purpose and mission matters,” 
he said, “we plan to keep on doing 
what we are d o in g — d eclare  the 
unsearchable riches of the gospel, let 
God be God, and let Christ build His 
Church.”

Knight reaffirmed the denom ina­
tion's unwavering commitment to its 
Articles of Faith. He went on to empha­
size the denomination's stand against 
abortion, except when the life of the 
mother is endangered. He called on 
Nazarenes to “provide a context of 
love, prayer, and counsel, as well as a 
nonjudgmental attitude, for all those for 
whom an abortion for whatever reason 
might appear desirable.”

He also h ighlighted  the ch u rch 's  
stand against homosexuality, saying, 
“We recognize the depth of the perver­
sion that leads to hom osexual acts.

A combined Nazarene college choir provid­
ed special music during the opening Com­
munion Service, July 25.

including possible genetic tendencies, 
but reaffirm the biblical position that 
such acts are sinful and subject to the 
wrath of God. We believe the grace of 
God is sufficient to overcome the prac­
tice of homosexuality.”

He c lo sed  by urg ing  N azarenes 
throughout the new quadrennium to 
celebrate our heritage and hope while 
proclaim ing with urgency the good 
news of hope in Christ to a hopeless 
world.
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D iehl a n d  C u n n in g h a m  C hosen  by G en era l  A ssem b ly

PASTORS ELECTED TO BOARD OF GENERAL SUPERINTENDENTS

General Superintendent John A. Knight (I.) introduces Janies H. 
Diehl and Paul G. Cunningham (r.): the newest members of the 
Board of General Superintendents.

James H. Diehl and Paul G. Cunning­
ham were elected by the 23rd General 
Assembly as the two newest members 
of the Board o f  General Superinten­
dents. This is thought to be the first time 
in the 85-year history of the denomina­
tion that two pastors have been elected 
to the office of General Superintendent 
by the same assembly. Diehl and Cun­
ningham were pastors o f  two of the 
largest churches in the more than 1 mil­
lion member denomination.

Diehl and C u n n ingham  rep lace  
Eugene L. Stowe and Raym ond W. 
Hurn, who retired from the Board of 
General Superintendents at the 1993 
General Assembly.

The Board of General Superinten­
dents is the highest elected group of 
officials in the Church of the Nazarene. 
They preside over General and District 
Assemblies, ordain ministers, and rule 
on matters of polity.

The following is an introduction to 
the two newest members of the Board 
of General Superintendents.

James H. Diehl
James H. Diehl, 55, senior pastor of 
Denver First Church of the Nazarene, 
was elected general superintendent of 
the Church of the Nazarene by the 23rd 
General Assembly on the sixth ballot 
Wednesday morning, July 28. Diehl was 
elected with a vote of 567 of the 837 
votes cast, with 558 votes needed for the 
two-thirds majority necessary to elect.

Diehl was warmly received by the 
assembly as he told them he was “ in 
love with a little church called Denver 
First." He went on to ask for an hour "to 
get on my knees, and make sure that 
God is in this.”

When he returned, he told the assem­
bly that he had been reading the passage 
in Isaiah that speaks about the potter and 
the clay. “The clay must say to the pot­
ter. 'You may make of me whatever you 
desire."’ Diehl said. With that, he went 
on to accept the call of the assembly, 
becoming the 29th member of the Board 
of General S u perin tenden ts  o f  the 
Church of the Nazarene.

Diehl also took the opportunity to 
thank his father, Don, for his support.

Mr. Diehl was a dele­
gate from the Iowa 
District, as he has been 
for every General As­
sembly since 1948.

Upon his election,
Diehl had served as 
pastor of Denver First, 
one o f  the la rgest 
ch u rch es  in the d e ­
nom in a t io n ,  since 
April 1989. P rior to 
this, he was superin­
ten d en t  o f  the C o l ­
orado District for four 
years, preceded by six 
years as su p er in ten ­
dent of the Nebraska 
District. Churches pas- 
to red  p rio r  to this 
include: Atlanta, Ga.,
First; Oskaloosa, Iowa;
Indianoia, Iowa; and 
Muscatine, Iowa. He 
was ordained in 1960 on the Iowa Dis­
trict. Diehl also served as assistant to 
the president of MidAmerica Nazarene 
College.

Diehl is a graduate of Olivet Naza­
rene College with a doctor of divinity 
from Northwest Nazarene College. He 
has been an active leader in a variety of 
posts and has been chairman of the 
Northwest Nazarene College board of 
regents.

He and his wife, Dorothy, have four 
married children, Jodi Gill; Jim, Jr.; 
Don; and David.

Paul G. Cunningham
Paul G. Cunningham, 55, senior pastor 
of Olathe, Kans., College Church of the 
Nazarene, was elected to the Board of 
General Superintendents of the Church 
of the Nazarene on the 16th ballot, 
Wednesday evening, July 28. Cunning­
ham received 590 of the 824 votes cast.

“ I think what has happened here 
today is a tremendous tribute to the 
great local churches of our denomina­
tion,” said Cunningham in reference to 
the fact that the assembly elected two 
persons to the general superintendency 
from the pastorate. “I think it is recogni­
tion of the fact that the local church is

where the action is— that’s where lives 
are being changed. Further, it is a trib­
ute to the wonderful, selfless pastors of 
our great denomination.”

Cunningham asked the members of 
the General Assembly for permission to 
take Wednesday evening to pray about 
the call to serve as a general superinten­
dent. On Thursday  m orning , he 
announced that he felt God calling him 
to add another dimension to his ministry 
and said he would accept the assem­
bly’s call.

Cunningham had served as pastor of 
Olathe College Church for 29 years, 
since graduating from Nazarene Theo­
logical Seminary. During this time, the 
congregation grew from a small group 
to a membership of more than 2,000.

A graduate of Olivet Nazarene Col­
lege and Nazarene Theological Semi­
nary, Cunningham received a doctor of 
divinity degree from MidAmerica Naza­
rene College, which is located adjacent 
to his church in the Kansas City suburb 
of Olathe.

A longtime member of the General 
Board of the Church of the Nazarene, 
Cunningham has held a variety of posi­
tions within the church.

He and his wife, Connie, have three 
married children. Lori Lynn Wegley, 
Paul Mark, and Connie Jo Mason.
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WILLIAMS ELECTED NEW PRESIDENT OF NY!
Jim Williams, 34, pastor of Midland, 
Tex., First Church of the Nazarene, was 
elected general president of Nazarene 
Youth International during the General 
NY1 Convention, July 22. His election 
cam e on the fifth  ba llo t where he 

received 399 of 
the 525 votes 
cast.  W illiam s 
accepted the as­
signment.

P r io r  to his 
current ass ign ­
ment, Williams 
served as youth 
pastor at O kla­
homa City First 
C hurch  for 1 1 
years. He has 
directed district 

youth camps and served as a district 
NYI council member. He was elected 
district NYI president of Northwest 
Oklahoma in 1987, then was elected 
regional representative to the general 
NYI council for the South Central 
region at the 1989 General NYI Con­
vention.

“I covenant with you that I will lead 
the way in speech, in life, in love, in 
faith, and in purity," Williams told the 
convention upon his acceptance. “My 
number one priority is to be authentic 
and to know Christ more, while being 
the husband, father, and pastor I need

to be. 1 expect a great quadrennium 
together as NYI continues to establish 
itself as a major force in the ministry of 
the Church of the Nazarene.”

A 1980 g radua te  of  Sou thern  
Nazarene University, Williams has a 
master’s degree in theology from his 
alma mater. He and his wife, the former 
Cindi Slaughterbeck, have two chil­
dren. Sean and Sara.

Bruce Oldham, 36, was elected gen­
eral NYI secretary. Oldham currently 
serves as d irec tor  of adm issions at 
Mount Vernon Nazarene College.

Oldham has served as a youth pas­
tor, regional representative to the gen­
eral NYI council, district NYI presi­
dent, and part of the NYI Ministries 
staff at Nazarene Headquarters.

The elected members of the general 
NYI council for 1993-97 are: U.S.A. 
regional representa tives: Don Lain 
(ENC), David Sharpes (MVNC). Bob 
Milburn (TNC), Perry Jaynes (ONU), 
Terry Armstrong (SNU); Bill Carson 
(M ANC), Ed W eaver (NNC), Kurt 
Salisbury (PLNC); international repre­
sentatives: Ken Paynter (Africa), Vic­
tor George (Caribbean), Deidre Brower 
(Eurasia), Adel Meza Guardo (South 
America), Trino Jara Gonzalez (MAC), 
Steve Walsh (Asia-Pacific); youth rep­
resen ta t iv es :  L aura  H ollem an  and 
Mario Alberto Lopez Hidalgo.

F iv e -y e a r-o ld  Sara  
gives her fa th e r, Jim 
W illia m s , a hug fo l ­
lowing his election as 
general NYI president.

FLEMMING REELECTED IN NWMS CONVENTION
Barbara Flemming was 
reelected to a second 
term as general presi­
dent of the NWMS dur­
ing the NWMS C o n ­
vention July 22. The 
form er NWMS presi­

dent of the Akron District, Flemming is 
the wife of Floyd Flemming and moth­
er of Dean Flemming, professor at 
Asia-Pacific  Nazarene Theological 
Seminary.

The convention also elected mem­
bers to the general NWMS council. 
Those elected were: Charlotte Hess 
(Africa), Barbara Turner (Asia-Pacific), 
Bud Sargent (Canada), Robert Daby- 
deen (Caribbean), Doris Dickey (Cen­
tral U.S.A.), Dorothy Dennis (East 
Central U.S.A.). Nina Fuller (Eastern 
U.S.A.), Elaine Danker (Eurasia), Ana

Maria Reyes de C arm ona (M exico/ 
Central America), Mary Alice Smee 
(North Central U.S.A.), Trude Conrad 
(Northwest U.S.A.). Linda Gonzalez 
(South America), Chris Blankenship 
(South Central U.S.A.), Dennis Moore 
(Southeast U.S.A.), and Beverlee Borbe 
(Southwest U.S.A.).

In addition to the elections, the gen­
eral NW M S co n v en t io n  fea tu red  
reports from the six World Mission 
reg ional d irec to rs  and a tr ibu te  to 
Louise  C hapm an , fo rm er  general 
NWMS president. The theme of the 
co n v en t io n  was, “T ouch ing  Our 
World— A Global Celebration.”

The convention concluded with a 
global prayer circle composed of stu­
dent presidents from several Nazarene 
colleges and a Ukrainian girl singing 
“Jesus Loves Me.”

LOUISIANA/ILLINOIS 
ARE WINNERS
Louisiana and Illinois were the winning 
districts in the 1992-93 H erald  sub­
scription drive, according to Wesley D. 
Tracy, editor of the 
Herald o f Holiness.

L o u is ian a  had 
the highest percent­
age of any district 
in the d e n o m in a ­
t i o n  r e a c h i n g  
1 15.19 percent of 
its goal. Louisiana 
a lso  led in the 
group of  d is tr ic ts  
with less than 6.000 members. Donald 
Walker (pictured r.) was coordinator of 
the campaign in Louisiana where Ralph 
West is superintendent.

Illinois led in Group Two (districts 
with 6 ,000 or more mem bers) with 
72.65 percent of its goal. Larry Hucker 
(/.) was coordinator of the Illinois cam­
paign. John Hancock is superintendent 
of the Illinois District.

“We appreciate the splendid job that 
Revs. Walker and Hucker did on their 
districts.” said Tracy. “We are indebted 
to them and to the many other district 
and local campaign coordinators and 
superintendents who do so much to 
promote the Herald. Their efforts this 
year helped us to reach the highest 
level of subscriptions since 1988.”

For their efforts. Walker and Hucker 
received expense-paid trips to General 
Assembly in Indianapolis.

Galena Yakimova, a new Nazarene convert 
in Russia, spoke to the NWMS Convention. 
Missionaries Chuck and Carla Sunberg (in 
background) are establishing the Church of 
the Nazarene in Moscow.

See the October issue of the 
Herald o f Holiness lot coverage 

of General Assembly legislation.
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NYI INTRODUCES NEW RESOURCE

representing the past, present, and 
of missions to China were recognized 

the World Mission service, July 25. The 
included (I. to r.): R ick and V ick i 
missionaries to the Chinese people, 
physicians Feng Ke Yi and Feng Lan 

(father and son), and Mary Scott, former 
to China.

Seneral Superintendents Raymond W. Hurn (I.) 
md Eugene L. Stowe were honored during the 
23rd General Assembly for a combined total of 
100 years of m inistry in the Church of the  
lazarene. The two men retired from the gener­
al superintendency at the conclusion of the 
assembly.

Phil Riley presents the District of the Qua- 
drennium award (U.S. and Canada) to Car­
men Esperilla, w ife of recently deceased 
superintendent of the Southw est Latin  
American District, Moises Esperilla. Dur­
ing the quadrennium , the d is tr ic t had 
an increase  in 
atten d an ce  of 
42.4 percent in 
addition to an 
86 percen t in ­
crease in enroll­
ment.

The Sunday  
School M in is ­
tries  D iv is ion  
also celebrated  
the 85th b irth ­
day of Nazarene 
Sunday Schools 
during its gener­
al convention.

Although the message of the gospel 
remains the same, its mode of transmis­
sion may change from generation to 
generation. T oday’s youth are more 
into video and audio than into books 
and magazines. With this in mind, NYI 
and Media International have joined 
together to create High R e:— Video  
Youth Network.

The splashy, high tech, fast-paced, 
quarterly  program m ing  resource is 
designed to grab and keep the attention 
of teens and to provide them and local 
church youth workers with a contempo­
rary tool that communicates Christ to 
today’s young person.

"It's not just something we are think­
ing about doing,” said Gerald Smith, 
producer of High Re:. "It must be done, 
if we are to compete with the other 
things that are out there vying for the 
attention of our young people."

“ It is NYl's effort to stay contempo­
rary," said Dave Caudle, video coordi­
nator for NYI. "The title. High Re:. 
stands for high resolution and draws 
a tten tion  to the concepts  o f  focus, 
intention, and clarity— factors that are 
important in the lives of all Christians.

but especially to teens. We see it as a 
strong tool for resourcing youth min­
istry.”

Planned segments include profiles of 
youth , the ir  g roups and leaders ;  a 
“home video” feature; “brite ideas" for 
programming; discussion topics; news 
on NYI from around the world; infor­
mation from NYI Ministries director; 
and much more.

“High Re: is totally field-driven,” 
said Smith. “An idea can be integrated 
for use in the program within three 
months.”

“There are sim ilar  resources out 
there,” said Caudle. “But High Rez is 
uniquely designed for Nazarene young 
people— it is prepared totally with our 
kids in mind."

High Re: was previewed in the open­
ing night session of the general NYI 
Convention July 21. Prototype copies 
have been sent to every church in the 
U.S. and Canada. The first quarter 
(winter 1993-94) will be ready for ship­
ment Nov. 1.

For more information or to order, 
phone Nazarene Publishing Flouse at 1- 
800-877-0700.

WESSELS HONORED FOR 38 YEARS OF SERVICE
Dean Wessels. director 
of Pensions and Bene­
fits for the Church of 
the Nazarene, was hon­
ored for 38 years of 
service to the denomi­
nation during the Pen­

sions Recognition Luncheon July 23.
The luncheon is a tradition of Gener­

al Assembly to honor the retired pastors 
of the denomination. "I want to speak, 
not only for myself, but for the entire 
Board of General Superintendents,” said 
General Superintendent John A. Knight 
in address ing  the more than 1,000 
retired ministers and their spouses. “We 
want to express our sincerest gratitude 
and appreciation for each one of you for 
your many years of service, dedication, 
vision, and sacrifice, and the way the 
Lord has b lessed  you through  the 
Church of the Nazarene."

Those attending the banquet had a 
total number of 103.000 years of accu­
mulated service to the ministry.

This particular occasion also was 
used to honor Wessels, who is retiring.

He has served in the post of Pensions 
director longer than both his two prede­
cessors, E. J. Flemming and M. Lunn.

“Virtually all the benefit plans that 
you enjoy today were initiated under the 
leadership of Dr. Dean Wessels," Dr. 
Knight told the huge crowd in the West- 
in Grand Ballroom.

Knight praised Wessels for his many 
accomplishments through almost four 
decades of  general church service. 
Knight noted  that when W essels  
became director of Pension and Benefits 
in 1956, the assets of the church’s pen­
sion program totaled less than $2 mil­
lion. Knight went on to say that today, 
the combined value of pension assets 
total approximately $230 million.

Wessels was presented with a statue 
of Abraham Lincoln by John Q. Dick­
ey, chairman of the Board of Pensions. 
The in sc r ip t ion  on the base said. 
"Thank you for your unwavering com­
m itm ent to ’S erv ing  Those  W ho 
Serve,'” which has been the trademark 
theme of Nazarene Pensions and Bene­
fits under Wessels.
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Ind ianapo lis  P ro jec t  '93

NAZARENES GO TO INDIANAPOLIS TO WORK
Indianapolis Project '93 was officially 
launched on the Friday prior to the 
International Conventions of the 23rd 
General Assembly. The grass roots 
project brought together some 475 
Nazarenes to renovate houses and two 
Nazarene churches and to stock food 
pantries. This was the first such project 
in the history of the church.

“ Not only are 50 ,000  N azarenes 
coming to our community, which we 
consider a favor in and of itself, but 
they also want to make a positive state­
ment by helping to develop the inner 
parts of our city through thousands of 
hours of volunteer work, and this is 
incredible,” said Indianapolis Mayor 
Stephen Goldmith as he greeted the 
project’s leaders. Goldsmith praised the 
Nazarenes for their involvement in the 
renovation  o f  25 homes, including 
those of some of the city's elderly. He 
also expressed his appreciation for the 
involvement of some 1,600 teens and 
sponsors in a service project to clean 
and refurbish parks Saturday, July 24.

Indianapolis Project '93 officially 
got underw ay  S a tu rday , Ju ly  17, 
although a group from First Churches 
in Kansas City and Indianapolis already 
had been involved in work at Fellow­
ship o f  E xc item en t Church  o f  the 
Nazarene and at a home. A crew of 
about 40 persons from Indianapolis 
First Church completely rehabilitated a 
home in east Indianapolis.

Project participants came from 11 
states and Toronto. A significant num­
ber of the workers were teens. Brothers 
Randy and Mike McClurg, youth direc­
tors at Oskaloosa, Iowa, and Bedford, 
Ohio, respectively, brought their teen 
groups for four days of sweaty, dusty 
work.

A crew from Indianapolis First Church of the Nazarene 
renovated this house.

W orkers  did every th in g  
from cleaning kitchens and 
scraping paint off walls to fix­
ing refrigeration units, replac­
ing windows, ceilings, roofs, 
and scores of other chores.

“You are showing to Indi­
anapolis the love of God by 
your effo r ts ,"  said General 
S u p er in ten d en t  W illiam  J.
Prince, as he addressed project 
participants in a Sunday morn­
ing worship service.

“Jesus is worshiped in this 
church," said Bill Sullivan,
Church Growth division direc­
tor in a challenge to IP '93 
workers, “but He lives out there in the 
homes where you are working.”

“I have lived here all my life," said 
Dorothy, an elderly lady whose home 
was one of those renovated by IP '93 
volunteers, “but I ’ve never ever seen 
anybody as warm and wonderful as 
these Nazarenes. I will never forget 
them for as long as I live."

Indianapolis  Project '93  was the 
brainchild of Nazarene physician Gary 
Morsch. Morsch has organized massive 
relief efforts to Russia and to the vic­
tims of Hurricane Andrew. Other key 
N azarenes  invo lved  in the p ro jec t  
included Vernon Lunn, project director; 
Barbi M oore, coo rd in a to r ;  David  
Hayse, general Work and Witness coor­
dinator; and Catherine Barkes, local 
coordinator.

Nazarenes who attended the 23rd 
General Assembly and Conventions 
contributed cash and nonperishable 
food items for the food pantries  in 
inner-city Indianapolis. Almost a 
tractor-trailer load of food was 
rece ived  by some 100 Olivet 

Nazarene University Alumni 
who s ta ffed  the d ro p -o f f  
points in hotels and next to

the convention center.
Project volunteers were encouraged 

to take their excitement that surrounded 
the project back to their communities 
and churches. Michael Estep, Church 
Extension Ministries director for the 
denomination, spoke to the volunteers, 
inviting them to return to San Antonio 
for the next General Assembly when 
N azarenes will a ttem pt to build an 
Anglo and a Hispanic church.

The work projects were developed 
through the efforts of three Indianapolis 
agencies, Eastside Community Invest­
ments, Southeast Neighborhood Devel­
opm ent,  and W ests ide  Com m unity  
Development Corporation, in conjunc­
tion with the City Division of Neigh­
borhood and Development Services.

Indianapolis Project was sponsored 
by the Church G row th D ivision in 
cooperation with Compassionate Min­
istries, NWMS, Sunday School Min­
istries, and the Center for Lay Ministry.

Bob and S tep h a n ie  
Gunno, w ith  sons, 
S teve  (I.) and J im , 
took a week from their 
re s p o n s ib ilit ie s  in 
Charleston, W .Va., to 
ass is t the  people of 
inner-c ity  Indianapo­
lis.

Youth d irector Jerry Bennett and his teen group 
from Logan, Ohio, participated in Indianapolis Proj­
ect '93.
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 General
Superintendent’s VIEWPOINT

New Century—Old Idea
by Jerald D. Johnson

The 1993 General Assembly is 
now history. During our brief 
s tay  in I n d i a n a p o l i s ,  we 

looked back with gratitude and for­
ward with anticipation. God is calling 
us to expand our vision and increase 
our ministry to the entire world. The 
year 2000, and beyond, beckons to us 
and inspires us to be at our best.

The year 2000 has prompted a near 
avalanche of catchy themes and slo­
gans from advertising agencies and 
politicians. And yet, we approach the 
new century with an old idea, THAT 
THE WORLD MAY KNOW! We've 
added a new em p h as is  in keep ing  
with the revival of interest in Sunday 
School as we s t r iv e  to  b e c o m e  
"World-Class" in this area.

Yet, the basic theme remains. Has 
the church run out of ideas?

The decision to stay with the theme 
THAT THE W ORLD MAY KNOW! 
was a deliberate choice, not a lack of 
imagination. Let me explain.

I remember very clearly the meet­
ing of the Board of  General Superin­
tendents in 1984 as we approached 
the 1985 G e n e ra l  A s s e m b ly .  We 
agreed that the church needed to set a 
new direction by following a d irec­
tive from the S c r ip tu re .  We were  
drawn to the Gospel o f  John, espe ­
cially chapter 17. The six o f  us sat 
around the c o n fe re n c e  tab le  with 
Bibles in our hands and a prayer in 
our hearts. Suddenly, one of the men 
called our attention to verse 23. Bold 
and com pelling . The them e THAT 
THE W O RLD " M AY K N O W ! r e ­
minded us of the original mission of

the Church of the Nazarene. With the 
understanding that there were yet vast 
areas of the world still unreached by 
the gospel, the board responded to the 
ch a l len g e .  All peop le  ev e ry w h ere  
need to “know."

Do YOU MEAN THAT 

GOD LOVES ME THE WAY 

HE LOVES HIS 

ONLY BEGOTTEN SON?

We were as one, at peace. We felt 
we had been insp ired  by the Lord 
himself. The response of the church 
o v e r  the last e igh t  years  has c o n ­
firmed our decision. The recent Gen­
eral Assembly record revealed a mo­
m e n tu m  tha t  e x c e e d e d  ev en  o u r  
expectations.

However, there are still many cor­
ners of our globe where people do not 
know  C hr is t ,  o r  even  know  about 
Him. This is a stark reminder that we 
have not reached our goal nor deplet­
ed the cha llenge . So, we chose  to 
continue the theme into the third qua- 
d r e n n iu m  “ T H A T  T H E  W O R L D  
(may indeed) KNOW!"

Take a look at the w ho le  verse  
f rom  w h ic h  o u r  d e n o m in a t io n a l  
theme is taken: "I in them, and You in 
Me: that they may be made perfect in 
one, and that the world may know

that You have  sent M e, and have 
loved them as You have loved M e” 
(John 17:23, NKJV).

Notice how we are to be enabled to 
carry out this mission, “ I in them and 
You in Me." This shows us that in or­
der to fulfill  our m ission we must 
have the Spirit of Christ in us as the 
Spirit of God was in Christ.

Further, this verse tells us what we 
are to help the people of  our strug­
gling world come to "know." “That 
the world may know that You have 
sent Me" . . . that is, we must tell the 
world that Jesus is the Son of God. 
Jesus is the Savior of the world— not 
S ig m u n d  F reu d ,  Karl M arx , Carl 
Jung, or New Age goddess Shirley 
MacLaine.

We are also to tell people that God 
loves  th em , “ tha t  the w or ld  may 
know that You . . . have loved them 
as You have loved Me." Most of the 
people in our world fear and dread 
“whatever gods may be." The Church 
o f the N azarene  g ladly carries the 
transforming news to people every­
where that God loves them like He 
loved His only begotten Son!

Let us all accept this as a new chal­
lenge. Let it drive us. Motivate us. 
Compel us to funnel all our resources 
in to  m e a n in g fu l  
ministries that will 
enab le  the w orld  
to com e to know  
J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  
whom to know is 
life everlasting, tfc
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Editor’ s Choice

Who’s Afraid of Original

V a r i o u s  b r a n d s  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  argue 
and fuss about original sin. Some be­
lieve it’s real. Some seem to think it 
exists only between the dusty covers 
of archaic theology books.

While some Christians may be con­
fused about original sin, A m erican 
business is not. It has counted on it to 
ring up profits for more years than 1 
can remember. They have counted on 
pure, red-eyed lust to sell Buicks and 
burgers and bangles and beads. But 
the public began to learn that products 
were not necessarily good just because 
a near-naked model touted them. Then 
the ch ie f  tom -tom  pounders  o f  the 
profit from original sin movement be­
came more crafty and sophisticated. 
Here’s one example.

For the last several years, a certain 
company has been counting on origi­
nal sin in me to get me to cough up 
more dollars. You see, they issued me 
a credit card about 13 years ago— it is 
green. A bout every six m onths for 
several years now, they send me a 
brochure appealing to original sin, 
pride, ego, or hubris  urging me to 
move up to the gold card. The a r t­
work changes from time to time, but 
the m essage , a im ed d irectly  at the 
good old reliable, sinful, human na­
ture, remains the same.

You might not notice the original- 
sin appea l  at f irs t .  But w hen  you 
compare it to the words and teachings 
of  Jesus, it stands out like a gopher 
on the 18th green. H e re ’s how the

gold card pitch sounds, alternating 
excerpts from it with excerpts from 
the New Testament.

Com e into your elem ent . . . the 
Gold Card.

It says so much more about you.
A nd it d oes so m uch m ore for  

you.
“Behold, the Lamb of God . . .  He 

must increase, but 1 must decrease” 
(John 1:29; 3:30, RSV).

The close o f a fine meal.
The presentation o f the bill.
And you take out the Gold Card.
I t  is a g e s tu re  th a t  sp ea k s  v o l ­

umes.
It says you are som eone special—  

whose style o f living requires very 
special privileges.

“ L e t  th is  m in d  be in 
y ou ,  w h ich  w as  a lso  in 
Christ Jesus: who, being in 
the form of God, thought it 
no t ro b b e ry  to  be eq u a l  
with God: but made h im ­
self o f  no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of 
a servant . . . and . . .  he 
humbled himself, and be­
came obedient unto death, 
e v e n  the  d e a th  o f  the 
cross” (Philippians 2:5-8).

S om eone w ho a p p rec ia tes— in ­
deed, has com e to expect— an extra 
m easure o f  courtesy and personal 
attention.

“The Son of man came not to be 
served but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 
20:28, RSV).

S o m e o n e  w h o se  f in a n c e s  and  
credit rating rank am ong the na­
tion’s highest.

W ith the G old C ard , you com ­
m and an im p ressiv e  p o rtfo lio  o f  
travel, entertainm ent, and financial 
serv ices at hom e and around the  
world.

“Foxes have holes, and birds of  the 
air have nests; but the Son of man has 
nowhere to lay his head” (Matthew 
8:20, RSV).

I am inviting you to apply for the 
Gold Card at this time.

I believe you’ve earned this invi­
ta tio n . Y ou ’ve w ork ed  hard  and 
have been recognized for your ef­
forts. And nothing is more satisfy­
ing than ach ieving your own per­
sonal goals.

Now it’s tim e for you to carry the 
card that sym bolizes your achieve­
ment— the Gold Card.

“Not that we are competent o f  our­
selves to claim anything as coming 
f ro m  us; o u r  c o m p e te n c e  is from 
God” (2 Corinthians 3:5, RSV).

“ But what things were gain to me, 
th o s e  I c o u n te d  lo ss  fo r  C h r i s t ” 
(Philippians 3:7).

Only a select group will ever car­
ry the G old C ard . So it instantly  
id en tifies  you as som eone special 
. . . who expects an added measure 
o f attention . . .

“What we preach is not ourselves, 
but Jesus Christ as Lord, with our­
se lves  as y o u r  se rvan ts  fo r  Jesus’ 
sake” (2 Corinthians 4:5, RSV).

In fact the G old  C ard  in your 
name says more about you than al­
most anything you can buy with it.

“ He w ho is g rea te s t  am ong  you 
sh a l l  be y o u r  s e r v a n t ” (M atthew  
23:11, RSV).

“ T ak e  m y y o k e  u p o n  y o u ,  and 
learn o f  me; for I am meek and lowly 
in heart" (Matthew 11:29).

Does this approach work? Well, I 
notice in the Wall Street Journal that

He stared at my green credit 
card as if I had just laid a dead 
bird on the table.

WESLEY . TRACY
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Sin?
this co m pany’s stock has increased 
130 percent in the last two years. But 
there is ev idence c loser  to home. I 
took a struggling ministerial student 
out to lunch. I paid the bill with my 
“g re e n ” ca rd .  S u p p o s in g  th a t  i f  I 
could poss ib ly  qua lify  for a “ gold  
card” I would of  course have one, and 
staring at the green card as if 1 had 
just laid a dead bird on the table, he 
blurted: “Oh— I see you d o n ’t make 
$35,000 a year!”

Designing Woman
Crisp, classy, clean, p ro fessiona l 

are some o f  the words our readers 
have used to describe the H erald 's  re­
design for the new quadrennium.

The person prim arily  responsible 
for the new look is B onnie  Laflin. 
She gave the m agazine  a cover-to- 
cover facelift. Bonnie has worked in 
the NPH Art Department for about 26 
years. She has worked with the edito­
rial staff o f  the H era ld  since 1989. 
Her work has made the H erald  more 
visually appealing. We appreciate the 
fresh new look  she has  g iv e n  the 
magazine for the new quadrennium.

Bonnie and her husband, Phil, are 
members of the Central Church of the 

N a z a r e n e  i n  
L e n e x a ,  K a n s .  
Bonnie has served 
th e re  as S u n d a y  
School teacher, Ju­
n io r  D e p a r tm e n t  
s u p e r v i s o r ,  a n d  
c h u r c h  b o a r d  
m e m b e r .  B o n n ie  
has two children, a 

son and a daughter, and three grand­
children.

Under the supervision o f  Richard 
F ie lds ,  P r o d u c t io n  m a n a g e r ,  an d  
Crandall Vail, art director, many peo­
ple have a hand in creating the H er­
ald o f Holiness. From the proofroom 
to the plate room, from sales to ship­
ping, the H erald  truly is a team effort. 
Bonnie Laflin is an important m em ­
ber of the H erald  team. 4!

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME 
YOU TALKED ABOUT YOUR KIDS 
IN SUNDAY SCHOOL?

Raising 
Kids
This new Dialog Series book is de­
signed for adult Sunday School 

classes whose participants are 
raising kids. James Dobson, 

Grace Ketterman. and other 
Christian parents give insights 

on topics such as discipline, un­
fair expectations, anger and 

abuse, solving problems together, 
and teaching independence.

HH083-411-450X Leader $3.95
HH08.V411-4518 Student $4.95

Order from your
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE 

1- 800- 877-0700

HH083-411-5042 $16.95

b y  K a r l  G ib e r s o n ,  P h .D .

A th o u g h t-p ro vo k in g  s tudy  o f the  re la tio n ­
sh ip  b e tw een  re lig ion  and  sc ience . M ust 
read ing  fo r th ink ing  C h ris tia n s  w h o  w an t 
to u nd e rs tan d  and a rticu la te  th e ir fa ith  
in the  20 th  century .

"Worlds Apart p rov ides  a sound  sc i­
en tif ic  and  th e o lo g ica l fo u nd a tion  for 
re so lv ing  the  co n flic t and  fo r com ing  
to see  th a t re lig ion  and sc ie n ce  are 
not as m o rta l e n e m ie s  but as 'tw in  
lig h ts ’ th a t m ark  the  path o f our 
m ode rn  w o rld .”

J e ffe ry  L. She lte r, R e lig io n  Editor, 
"U.S. N e w s  a n d  W orld  R e p o rt"
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September is stewardship month.

STEWARDSHIP: 
An Issue of Lordship

I
f  you have $10,000, how 
m u c h  o f  it b e lo n g s  to  
G o d ?  $ 1 ,0 0 0 ?  "Not! 
$ 5 , 0 0 0 ?  N o t !  A l l  
$10,000? Good answer!

How can that be? G o d ’s Word 
c o m m a n d s  us to  t i the ,  and  that 
m eans 10%. You’re right; tithing 
is 10%, but stew a rd sh ip  is not the 
same thing as tithing. Stewardship 
includes tithing and includes a ll  of 
the resources at our disposal.

T h is  t ru th  can  be seen  in the 
bib lical term  for s teward. In the 
B ib le ,  a s te w a r d  is a m a n a g e r .  
Now, think with me for a moment. 
A m an ag e r  is not the ow ner but 
ra ther w orks for the owner. The 
owner entrusts his resources to the 
manager and expects the manager 
to m anage  by the principles and 
p h i l  o s o p h y  o f  th e  o w n e r .  T h e  
m a n a g e r  is a c c o u n ta b le  to  the 
owner for the way in which he has 
managed the o w n e r’s resources.

This  truth is ev idenced  in the 
p a r a b l e  o f  J e s u s  in M a t th e w  
25:14-30. You know the story of 
the s tew ard s  w ho  had been  e n ­
trusted with the talents— five tal­
ents, tw o talents, and one talent. 
They did not own the talents but 
managed them for the owner. Plus, 
they were accountable to the m as­
ter for their management o f  his re­
sources.

The point is this: S te w a rd sh ip  
in vo lve s  a ll o f  life— a ll o f  the  re ­
sources th a t G o d  has g iven  to  us.

The question arises, then, as to 
what resources God has entrusted 
to us. T hey  can be d iv ided  into 
fou r  m ain  groups: time, ta lents ,  
testimony, and treasure.

T he w orld  today  has m uch  to 
say about tim e  m a n a g e m e n t,  but 
so does  G o d ’s Word. We are to

by Dwight M. Gunter II

make the most o f  every opportuni­
ty; that is, redeem  the  tim e  (Eph­
esians 5:16; C olossians 4:5). We 
are to be g o o d  s te w a rd s  o f  the 
God-given resource of tim e.

God has equipped every person 
w ith  at leas t  one ta le n t  and  r e ­
quires us to use that talent for the 
growth of His kingdom. We must 
accept ourselves for w ho we are 
an d  m u s t  a c c e p t  o u r  a b i l i t i e s .  
Once that acceptance occurs, it is 
our responsibility  to em ploy  our 
t a l e n t ( s )  fo r  the  L o rd .  V arious

C am erique

needs o f  people will be met, and 
we will grow as Christians only as 
we use our talents in ministry.

The greatest resource that God 
has given to us as Christians is our 
personal re la tionship  with Jesus. 
T he saving, sanc tify ing  grace o f  
God is the greatest thing we have. 
Therefore, we must be good stew­
ards o f  our tes tim o n ies .

Yet, too often, Christians are in­
timidated and afraid to witness for 
Jesus. I notice, however, that we 
are responsible  to do our best to 
witness. But, we are not totally re­

sponsible for the results. Those to 
whom we witness have a freedom 
of the will and can accept or reject 
C h r i s t .  We c a n n o t  m a k e  the 
choice for them, but we can cer­
tainly give them an opportunity to 
choose by our witnessing. In order 
to be good stewards o f  our testi­
monies we must be ready to share 
and be ready to care.

S tew ard sh ip  a lso  involves  the 
m anagem ent o f  our treasure; that 
is, ou r  financ ia l  re sou rces .  That 
m anagem ent goes beyond paying 
tithe. It means being a good m an­
a g e r  o f  a l l  o f  th e  o w n e r ’s f i ­
nances. Paying tithe is the least a 
redeemed child of  G od can do.

And. when we give m ore than 
10%. it is not to be v iew ed as a 
gift. We can 't  give as a gift som e­
th ing we d o n 't  own. Rem em ber, 
we d o n ’t own our resources— God 
d o e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  if  in p r a y in g  
about our giving we discover that 
G o d  w o u ld  h a v e  us g iv e  m ore  
than 10%, then give it. It belongs 
to Him anyway.

The bo ttom  line is this: S tew ­
ardship is not a financial issue, not 
a tim e issue, not an issue o f  the 
ability  to testify, nor an issue of 
ta len t .  It is a s p i r i tu a l  is sue  of 
lo rdsh ip .

W ho is the O wner? W ho is the 
Master? W ho is Lord?

If a person says. "I c a n ’t afford 
to t i the , 1 c a n ’t take the tim e, I 
c a n ’t be involved, 1 c a n ’t be a wit­
n e s s , ” it is n o t  a m o n e y  p r o b ­
lem— it is a M aster problem. It is 
not a problem  o f  lack o f  time or 
talent— it is a lordship problem.

Settle the issue o f  lordship and 
y o u ’ve settled the issue o f  s te w ­
a rd sh ip . W ho is Lord o f  all your 
life? rq
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Rhythms of the S pir it

The “Whys and 
“Hows” of Life
MORRIS A. WEIGELT

M o rr i s  A.  W e i g e l t  teaches New Testa­
ment and spiritual formation at Nazarene 
Theological Seminary.

T h e  y o u n g  m a n  across the restaurant 
table from me had just negotiated a 
very difficult transition in his life. 
Hope gleamed in his eye. I couldn't 
resist asking the reason for his opti­
mism.

He explained: “For a number of 
years, I faced life by asking the 'w hy ' 
questions in everything I did. Then I 
began to observe that many persons 
who only asked 'w hy ' questions be­
came cynical and bitter. I began ask­
ing 'how ' questions. I frame the how 
questions like this: ‘Given the situa­
tion 1 now face, how can God work in 
it?’"

So 1 pulled out the old concordance 
to look at the “whys” of the Bible.
The first “why” question of the Bible 
is God's  question to Cain when his 
offering was not accepted. "Why are 
you angry, and why has your counte­
nance fallen?” (Genesis 4:6*). God 
asks “why” questions to create ac­
countability . There are many exam ­
ples of such confrontive questions in 
the Word. Through Jeremiah, God 
asks Israel: “Why do you provoke me 
to anger with the works of  your 
hands, making offerings to other gods 
in the land of Egypt where you have 
come to settle?” (Jeremiah 44:8).

Moses posed a why question in Ex­
odus 5:22. “Then Moses turned again

to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord, why 
have you mistreated this people?
Why did you ever send m e?’”

Job asks at least 23 “why” ques­
tions One example is, “Why did I not 
die at birth?" (Job 3:11). Jeremiah 
asks a similar question in 20:18.
“Why did I come forth from the 
womb to see toil and sorrow, and 
spend my days in shame?”

There are many why questions in 
Psalms. Jesus quoted one of them at 
the Cross: “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?" (Psalm 
22:1).

The Bible records 453 “why” ques­
tions. There is a profound difference 
between the persons who ask “why" 
questions in frustration or rebellion 
and the persons who ask “why” ques­
tions in a genuine search for the di­
vine solution. The “why” of Moses 
quoted above appears to express frus­
tration and rebellion. The “why" of 
Psalm 42:5-6 seeks solu­
tions: "Why are you cast 
down, O my soul, and 
why are you disquieted 
within me? Hope in 
God; for I shall again 
praise him, my help 
and my God.”

But back to my 
friend's observation—  
why is it that so many 
people ask only the 
unanswerable “why" 
questions and end up 
cynical and bitter?

Many persons keep on asking the 
“why” question in frustration to the 
point that they are unable to even be­
gin thinking about solutions. Their 
obsessive focus upon injustice pre­
vents them from listening to God.

To always face the past and attempt 
to understand the reasons for current 
struggles limits the future.

To always ask “why” questions is

to choose to face the past. To ask the 
“how” questions is to choose to look 
toward the future. To ask “how” 
questions is to invite God into the 
current situation to provide wisdom 
and direction and enablement.

There is a premise in current psy­
chological theory that argues that to 
focus only upon the past is paralyzing. 
Change comes when we focus upon 
the possibilities of the future and then 
strategize to move in that direction.

The significance for ongoing spiri­
tual development is obvious. Persons 
who choose to “survive with flair” (as 
one of my daughters prayed on a dif­
ficult day) must address the future 
under God. Current struggles are op­
portunities for God to work in new 
ways.

The gospel is about the future and 
possibilities under God. The apostle 
Paul has always been a model for me 
in this area. The catalog of difficulties 
and opposition in his life is large 
enough to discourage the most avid 
optimist. But the apostle viewed the 
problems as situations in which God 
could function in new ways. “For just 
as the sufferings of Christ flow over

into our lives, so also through Christ 
our comfort overflows” (2 Corinthi­
ans 1:5, NIV).

The “hows” outnumber “whys" in 
the Bible. May the “hows” outnum­
ber the “whys" in your life! May God 
break through in new ways in your 
life!

*Unless otherwise noted, the scripture quotations in this arti­
cle are from the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV). H r

Why questions focus cynically on 
the past. How questions focus 
hopefully on the future.
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The Readers Write

Care-Line Works
I just wanted to write you a quick thank-you! You had an ad 

called "CARE-Line” in your April ’93 issue that helped me so 
much. 1 have relatives that wanted a Nazarene pastor to visit 
them and introduce them to the church. I even contacted this 
number for a friend in Spain to help her locate a church or mis­
sionary in her country. Thank you again for always being on top 
of everything and helping in more ways than you realize!

Brenda K. Brown 
Fallhrook. Calif.

Most Valued Possession
1 want to take this opportunity to thank you for the recent H er­

ald  o f  H oliness  issue that dealt with teenage pregnancy. I appre­
ciate the sensitive way in which you handled the article.

As the mother of three teenage daughters, this issue is very 
close to my heart. I have not had to deal with teen pregnancy in 
my own family, but I know of several families that have.

It breaks my heart to know that so many young girls and boys 
are sexually active. Many of these teens are from churched fami­
lies. What are we to do?

As a Christian mother, I have prayed many prayers for my 
daughters concerning their purity and their future husbands. I 
pray that God has young men who have remained pure for my 
daughters, because we are teaching them that they have a special 
gift to give on their wedding night if they remain pure. They 
have something special that a young person who has been sexu­
ally active will never have to give.

One way we have dealt with the sexual issue is by really 
stressing how wrong it is and sharing how they need to be ex­
tremely careful who they date. They need to choose friends 
wisely, as we tend to become like our friends. We have never 
stressed that they need a boyfriend to be somebody.

Pontius' Puddle

Before our oldest daughter went to college last fall we pre­
sented her with a “Covenant Ring.” The idea came from the Fo­
cus on the Fam ily  magazine. We used a tapered plain gold band 
with her name and a scripture reference engraved on the inside. 
We took our daughter out for a special dinner and presented the 
ring to her. We discussed the importance of remaining pure until 
marriage and asked her to make a covenant with us and God that 
she would remain pure. She will be able to give her husband this 
ring in their wedding ceremony as his wedding ring.

This ring is special to her. She shared with us that she had to 
bring her most valued possession to her freshman orientation 
group, and she brought her covenant ring and shared what it rep­
resented.

Brenda Doerr 
Jamestown. N.Dak.

Sorry I Gave Her Up
The article (“When It’s Your Daughter." May 1993) struck a 

harsh chord for me. Back in 1958 1 found out 1 was pregnant. 
When I told my boyfriend he said, "It’s not mine."

I was terrified . . . my parents were divorced. Who could I tell 
that wouldn't judge me? 1 reached out to my mom, and she was 
very loving and understanding through this trial. Wc were not 
Christians, so 1 didn't have God to go to. In my seventh month I 
went to live in a home for unwed mothers. 1 felt comfortable 
there . . .  I could share with others the pain I was experiencing. 
They understood!

Before my baby was bom I had decided not to see or hold her. 
But when that time came, I changed my mind. Five pound, one 
ounce baby girl—a precious Angel. Needless to say. I had to 
make a big decision. 1 suffered and agonized for two weeks. I 
decided it would be best to put her up for adoption so she could 
have a good start in life and be loved by a dad and a mom.

Now, 34 years later, 1 am trying to find her. I have hit many 
roadblocks. I now have a family of my own and also grandchil­
dren but, someday, I believe I will find her just to tell her 1 love 
her and 1 am sorry for choosing to give her up.

God has removed the guilt and healed my feelings. Praise the 
Lord for His strength, power, and grace.

Name withheld 
Concord. Calif.

Teen Pregnancy
This letter is in response to the May article on teen pregnancy. 

I can never tell you how much my husband and 1 appreciated
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this timely article. We are going through a teen pregnancy. Our 
19-year-old baby girl is 4 /  months pregnant.

It saddens us to relate this letter from our point of view. We 
do not have the backing from our pastor, Sunday School teacher, 
or our church. I was bom and raised in this church . . .

We know that our church people are praying. If they were not, 
we could not get through this. But, how we long for someone to 
give us a hug. phone call, or note card saying they care. How we 
long for our pastor and others to come to our home and pray for 
all of us.

Thank you again for this much-needed article. 1 pray for your 
guidance in future articles. Please pray for our family and God’s 
will to help us keep our eyes on Him and not on our family in 
the church.

Name withheld

Church Family
On the same day that my fellow church members received 

your May issue, my pastor's son told his family that his girl­
friend is pregnant. Our story parallels your story very closely . . .

The church board learned several days later at an annual din­
ner. and the congregation learned on Sunday morning via the 
weekly message. We support our pastor and his family, and the 
girl and her family, who are church members. Our pastor offered 
his resignation, but we are not going to accept his offer. We will 
stand firmly by those who need us, and pray that God will help 
us all to help them.

Unfortunately, this is not an isolated incident, but Satan is los­
ing his ground this time. We are united in God and pray that His 
will be done at the outcome. We want others to see God’s love 
and mercy in us. His servants.

Heartbreaking as it is, we must face today's problems. The 
words “church family" have a whole new meaning to me now.

Name withheld
California

And Don’t Bring It Up Again!
Permit me, please, to say thank you to Dr. Bill D. Hallsted for 

his excellent article titled “The Thrill of Forgiving,” published in 
the March 1992 issue of the H erald  o f  H oliness . . .

Thank God for the thrill of forgiving, which He makes avail­
able to us all!

Donald F. Tucker, Sr.
Belize City
Belize, Central America

Herald Fan
Enclosed please find a photograph of what is probably your 

youngest H erald  o f  H oliness fan. Her name is Allison Mae Tall- 
man, and she is eight months old (in this 
photo). You will recognize your May 
1992 issue. This is one of those “photo 
opportunities” that Grandmas enjoy so 
much . . . and we didn't even have to pose 
her!

Allison is now 16 months old and still 
enjoys a peek at the H erald. If you want 
to publish her cute little face, you have 
our permission!

Eric and Helene Tollman 
Sparks, Nev.

What would happen 
if your pastor became 

totally disabled?

Have you ever stopped to think what would hap­
pen if your pastor became totally disabled? What 
would your local church do? What alternatives 
might the church board discuss in fulfilling its re­
sponsibilities and its desire to assist the minister and 
the parsonage family?

Unfortunately, disability does occasionally strike. 
That is why the Board of Pensions and Benefits 
USA offers a Long-Term Disability Income Protec­
tion Plan. It pays a monthly benefit to replace part 
of the income lost during that period of total disabil­
ity which extends beyond the one or three month 
qualifying period.

Unlike many disability plans, the monthly bene­
fit of $500 is not reduced by any other benefits the 
insured might be receiving through Social Security, 
W orkers’ Compensation, or the “ Basic” Pension 
Plan. The very reasonable premiums are waived af­
ter benefits begin.

Perhaps your local church board will want to con­
sider providing this protection as a tax-free em ­
ployee benefit for your pastor and staff. Why not en­
courage your church board to consider the benefits 
and protection offered to both your pastor and your 
local church through the Long-Term Disability In­
come Protection Plan?

INFORMATION REQUEST

Please send me information about the Long-Term 
Disability Income Protection Plan.

Name_______________________________________________
Address_____________________________________________
City_________________________________________________
State__________________________ ZIP_________________

Clip and mail this request to:

Board of Pensions and Benefits USA 
6401 The Paseo 

Kansas City, MO 64131-1284

Highly Valued
Greetings in Jesus' matchless name. It is a time to pause and 

thank you for the generous and continuing ministry of you and 
your department in supplying we retirees with our excellent 
Nazarene publications.

The news, articles, and thought-provoking and inspirational 
material are highly valued and appreciated.

Bessie and Roy Hall 
Fort Langley, B.C.

S e p te m b e r  19 9 3 13



Third in a series of Scenes from Our Heritage

MINISTERING TO THE 
“ UPPER ORDERS”

by Donna Fletcher Crow

T
he focus of  John W esley’s work was clear: to 
carry the message that the poorest and weak­
est in society have the same claim  to G o d 's  
love and grace as the r iches t  and s tronges t  
have. But Selina , C o u n te ss  o f  H un tingdon ,  
h a d  a d i f f e r e n t  m in i s t r y :  to  c o n f r o n t  the  
wealthy with their need for salvation. Her e f­
forts met with mixed success.

A select circle o f  Lady H untingdon 's  aristocratic ac­
quaintances had frequently accom panied her to listen to 
the sermons of  George Whitefield. Then, Lady H unting­
don 's  long retirement from society after her husband 's  
death and her own illness had prevented any further ac­
tivity on her part until now, when W hitefie ld 's  return to 
England from the A merican colonies and the renewal o f  
the C ountess’s energies coincided in perfect timing.

On a stormy Thursday afternoon, Catherine Perronet 
and Phillip Ferrar were among those who, obedient to 
the C o u n te s s ’s sum m ons, parked  am idst  the c rush  o f  
coaches with armorial bearings outside the mansion at 
num ber 14 Park Lane facing on Hyde Park. At the top of 
the step o f  the pillared portico the door was opened by a 
liveried butler, who announced their arrival. Inside the 
h ig h -c e i l in g e d ,  m a rb le - f lo o re d  re c e p t io n  room  they  
were  m et by the d im in u t iv e  C o u n te ss  in a b lue  silk 
dress, who scowled at Catherine. “ So you are come. I 
have been in town these three days. You must call on me 
more often."

“ I should  be happy  to, my lady. O f  late, though , 1 
have been m uch engaged in calling on the sick and im ­
prisoned.’’

The C oun tess  nodded  im patiently . “ Yes, yes. Very 
worthy work. I ’m sure. You must tell me more o f  it. But 
we must also carry our message to the wealthy and aris­
tocratic if the work is to be a lasting one. The influence 
o f  money and society is too m uch overlooked by John 
Wesley.”

The arrival at that mom ent of  two wom en sum ptuous­
ly clad in ribbed silk em bro idered  with silver thread, 
their skirts spread wide over flattened hoops, showed 
the success o f  the C ountess 's  cam paign to gather those 
with money.

"The D ow ager Duchess o f  B uckingham ,” the butler 
announced. “And the Duchess of  Queensberry.’'

“ Well, Selina, I have brought E leanor with me to hear

y o u r  f a v o r i te  p r e a c h e r , "  the  D o w a g e r  D u c h e s s  an ­
nounced with a flip of  her ivory fan.

The Duchess o f  Q ueensberry  m anaged to nod at her 
introduction, while still keeping her nose in the air. “ La, 
I am exceedingly fatigued. 1 trust he will not tire me be­
yond endurance .”

Catherine and her escort followed the new com ers up 
the stairs to the drawing room. They barely had time to 
find seats in the green and rose room when the Countess 
called on Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wesley to provide music 
for her guests. Sally Wesley, in a flowered dimity dress 
over a pink petticoat, seated herse lf  at the harpsichord 
and filled the room  with its delicate  music . Then her 
husband stood by her side and together they sang: “Re­
joice, the Lord is King; Your Lord and king Adore! . . . 
Lift up your heart; lift up your voice! Rejoice; again I 
say. Rejoice!”

I t is monstrous to be told that 
YOU HAVE A HEART AS SINFUL AS 

THE COMMON WRETCHES THAT 
CRAWL UPON THE EARTH.

At the end o f  the song, a tten tion  shifted  to George 
Whitefield, standing at the end of the room beside the east 
w indow s. He w as o f  m idd le  heigh t, slender, fair, and 
good-look ing  except for a squint in one eye. Nothing 
about his appearance would predispose his audience to 
pick out this young man as the one who had brought thou­
sands to Christ on both sides of  the Atlantic.

But when he began to speak, they understood. What 
was remarkable was that he could speak rapidly and yet 
have every word distinctly heard. "We are all dead in sin 
and cannot save ourse lves .  We are saved  by the free 
g race  o f  G o d ,  w ith o u t  the a ss is tan ce  o f  good  works 
which have no share in the matter, though it is impossi-
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blc for us to have this free grace applied to us without its 
being followed by good works.

"G ood  works are, however, the sure tokens o f  our be­
ing bom  again. By the sin o f  Adam we are all under sin, 
and must have been dam ned  but for the free and g ra ­
cious sufferings o f  Christ; but though this be our condi­
tion. yet ev e ry b o d y  that p leases  m ay obta in  this free 
grace by simply praying for it. It is, therefore, by faith in 
Christ alone that we are saved, not by our good w orks.” 

Clouds alternated with sunshine as W hitefield contin­
ued to build the doctrinal foundation on which he based 
every sermon. In a m om ent, when sunbeam s and shad­
ows crisscrossed the room, he stretched out his arm at a 
m ov in g  shadow . "S ee  that em b le m  o f  h u m an  life! It 
passed for a m o m en t and concea led  the brigh tness  o f  
heaven from our view. But it is gone! And where will 
you be . . . when your lives are passed away like that 
dark cloud?

"O  m y dear  friends . . .  In a few days we shall all 
meet at the Judgm ent Seat o f  Christ and every eye shall 
beho ld  the Judge! With a voice w hose  call you must 
abide and answer. He will enquire whether on earth you 
strove to enter in at the strait gate .”

Now the sun was gone, the room dark, and thunder 
rumbled . . . "M y blood runs cold when I think . . .  o f  
you . . . before the Judge o f  the whole earth .”

The storm was almost overhead. In the eerie light of 
the th u n d e rc lo u d s ,  G e o rg e  W h ite f ie ld  he ld  his arm s 
aloft and cried, "O  sinner! By all your hopes o f  happi­
ness, I beseech you to repent. Let not the wrath of  God 
be aw akened! Let not the fires o f  e tern ity  be kindled 
against you."

F orked  l igh tn ing  s treaked  past the w indow s.  “ See 
there! It is a g lance  from  the angry  eye  o f  Jehovah . 
Hark— ” He lifted his finger and paused. A tremendous 
crash o f  thunder shook the room. As it died away, the 
p reacher’s deep voice spoke from the semidarkness. “ It 
w as  the  v o ice  o f  the A lm ig h ty  as He p a s se d  by in 
anger!”

Whitefield covered his face with his hands, fell to his 
knees in silent prayer while the storm subsided. W hen 
the sun shone again in a few minutes, the w indows re­
f le c te d  a m a g n if ic e n t  ra inbow . W h ite f ie ld  rose and 
pointed at it. “ Look upon the rainbow and praise Him 
who made it."

It was several m om ents before anyone moved. At last. 
Lord B olingbroke rose, shook out the lace ruffles be­
neath the wide cuffs o f  his green velvet coat, “Sir, I am 
much moved by your address. Will you call upon me to­
morrow m orning?”

“I would be much honored, my lord."
It seemed that B o lingbroke’s stamp of approval was 

what all were waiting for. The guests surged around the 
speaker. But the outspoken Dowager Duchess of  Buck­
ingham was less enthusiastic. “ I find his doctrine most 
repulsive. It’s strongly tinctured with impertinence and 
disrespect toward his superiors."

She turned toward all the room and tapped her w alk­
ing stick on the parquet floor. “ It is monstrous to be told 
that you have a heart as sinful as the com m on wretches 
that crawl upon the earth. I find this highly offensive 
and insulting." With a toss of  her head, she exited, the 
still-fatigued Duchess o f  Queensberry following in her 
wake.
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Preview

Worlds Apart, a new book pub­
lished by Beacon Hill 
Press of Kansas City.

Worlds A part:  The U nholy War 
B etw een  R elig ion a n d  Science  by 
Karl G iberson, Beacon Hill Press 
of Kansas City, 1993 
HH083-411-5042 $16.95 

Reviewed by W. E. M cCumber
I would not say that Karl Giberson, 

professor of physics and astronomy at 
Eastern Nazarene College, carries a 
two-edged sword, but he does swing 
his sword in two directions— against 
scientists who deny the Creator and 
against theologians who read scientif­
ic opinions into Scripture and then ar­
gue from those opinions as if they 
were scriptural.

Giberson believes that God created 
all things. He does not believe that 
we can dogmatically affirm by what 
method that divine creation occurred. 
He does believe that much of the con­
troversy between scientists and theo­
log ians w ould  be d iss ip a ted  if  all 
these  c o b b le rs  s tuck  to th e ir  own 
lasts. Theologians have expertise for 
in te rp re t in g  re v e la t io n ;  sc ien t is ts  
have expertise for interpreting nature. 
Needless warfare arises when they 
dogmatize in each other's area of  spe­
cial research and knowledge.

However, W orlds A part: The U n­
holy War Between Religion and Sci­
ence does not discuss these issues in 
perfect balance. The bulk of  Giber- 
son’s book is a polemic against “Cre­
ation Science,” a small school o f  fun­
damentalist exegetes and theologians 
who scorn “evolution” as demonic, a 
long-continued rebellion against the 
Creator. These persons, as Giberson 
argues, elevate their interpretations of 
Scripture to the level o f  revelation, 
and then proceed virtually to unchris- 
tianize all who disagree with them.

The author o f  this polemical call 
for “beating swords into plowshares” 
once occupied  the very g round he 
now disputes. He fervently believed 
the opinions set forth by the “C re ­
ation Scientists” and entered college 
prepared to set straight all who dis­
avowed them. His studies, together 
with his closer examination of  c re ­

a t io n  sc ien ce  w r i t in g s ,  d rew  him  
away from what he now perceives as 
unwarranted and narrow-minded dog­
matism.

He advocates a division of labor in 
which religion is interpreted in the 
light of Scripture and nature is inter­
preted in the light of science. He in­
dicts both scientists and theologians 
w ho violate  the nature o f  the p he­
nom ena they are exploring and the 
m ethods appropriate to each explo­
ration. He rejects scientific material­
ism, which empties the universe of

O ne of the best books

I HAVE SEEN WHICH 
RELATES SCIENCE AND 

THEOLOGY. I RECOMMEND 
IT TO ALL CHRISTIANS WHO 

WANT A VIABLE 
DISCUSSION ON HOW THEY 

SHOULD RELATE THEIR 
FAITH AND SCIENCE.”

—Max Reams, Ph.D 
chairman, Natural Science Division 

Olivet Nazarene University

G od , and c re a t io n  sc ien ce ,  w hich  
mines Scripture for scientific expla­
nations.

G ib e r s o n  f in d s  in “ T h e  C r im e  
Against Galileo” a powerful caution 
against re lig ious dogm atism  in the 
field of science. He draws parallels 
between the attitude of Catholic theo­
logians toward Galileo’s findings and 
that o f  creation science writers to ­
w ard  sc ien t is ts  w ho em b race  any

kind of  evolutionary theory today. He 
is fond  o f  G a l i l e o 's  " q u ip " :  “The 
Bible teaches us how to go to heaven, 
not how the heavens go.” One cannot 
deny that the author finds some po­
tent ammunition for his thesis from a 
survey o f  official Christianity 's past 
blunders and consequent diminution 
of credibility in scientific matters.

Giberson knows that a person who 
is both a Christian and a scientist will 
find it difficult to keep the two fields 
of inquiry carefully separated in con­
tent and method of research. At times 
he is forced to speak as a scientist do­
ing theology himself. To his credit, 
his conclusions are congruent with 
those recogn ized  and respected  by 
theologians in our movement.

This book is sure to provoke con­
troversy. Fur will fly, some of which 
m ay never be collec ted  again. The 
book will be hailed with joy by some 
of our people and condem ned with 
fervor by others. I hope it will be nei­
ther praised nor condemned without 
being carefully  read. 1 am glad we 
have published it, for that seems to 
signal our arrival at a level of maturi­
ty that recognizes the pluralism of 
opinion within the church and allows 
those diverse opinions to be openly 
and seriously discussed without con­
signing to perdition persons who dis­
agree. tu
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The Year of Bible Teaching:
T

THAT THE WORLD MAY KNOW . . . 
THE NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL 
MEETING NEEDS . . .

uring the entire session, we kept hearing the 
sam e p h ra se  o v e r  and o v e r  ag a in .  T h a t  
phrase was “our Sunday School is meeting 
the needs of those who attend.” Nine pastors 
of growing Sunday Schools (one from each 

U.S. and C anada reg ion) had been invited to m eet in 
Chicago by Sunday School Ministries and Church Growth 
Division to share ideas for growth of the Sunday School.

In 1990 new information was shared with the Board of 
General Superintendents about the increased number of  5- 
14-year-olds who will be moving through the United States 
population for the next 10 years. For the first time in over 
two decades, the numbers in this age-group were showing 
an increase of 18%! In light of a 17% decrease of  these 
ages in the Nazarene Sunday Schools from 1976 to 1985, 
everyone realized that this would be our “window of op­
portunity” to gain them back. Now, as the Board of Gener­
al Superintendents heard the report, they began to discuss 
the possibility of an emphasis on Sunday School for an en­
tire quadrennium. Within a few days, Phil Riley, Sunday 
School Ministries Division director, and Bill Sullivan, 
Church Growth Division director, received letters giving 
approval for a joint effort to develop a four-year denomina­
tional emphasis to promote Sunday School growth.

The first step was to determine the local churches in the 
U.S. and Canada where Sunday Schools were growing in 
an above-average way. With the help of computers in the 
Church Growth Research Center, we soon had the list of 
churches. Each one had an increase in Sunday School at­
tendance of over 50% for a minimum of four years under 
the leadership of  the same pastor, and the list included 
every size and location possibility— inner cities, rural, 
small towns, and suburbs. From this research we invited a 
task  force o f  pastors  to com e and share  how Sunday  
School growth was happening in their local church.

The underlying secret of growth was definitely the suc­
cess of making Sunday School fit the '90s, especially in re­
lationship building through Sunday School classes. While 
each pastor told a different story, each one explained how 
the entire staff of Sunday School workers viewed the as­
signment as a “ministry to people.” In fact, one pastor in­
stalls Sunday School teachers each year as “lay ministers” 
and designates them as ministerial "s taff  m em bers .” In 
each of the growing Sunday Schools, the Bible had a cen­
tral place and was seriously studied and applied to daily 
living. By the end of the day, the outline of our four-year 
emphasis began to take shape.

After working on the four-year emphasis  for several

TfutitkVJm
i

months, the outline was presented to the Board of General 
Superintendents for approval. It was given unanimous ap­
proval! On Monday morning, July 26, during the Quadren­
nial Address, General Superintendent John A. Knight an­
nounced that the emphasis in the Church of the Nazarene 
for the next four years will be “THAT THE W ORLD MAY 
KNOW . . . THE NEW  SUNDAY SCHOOL MEETING 
NEEDS.”

Year number one (September 1993— August 1994) of 
this emphasis will be “The Year of  Bible Teaching.” It is
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ieptember 1993—August 1991

l/i
providential that three years ago a decision was made to 
write all new curriculum for children and youth. Scheduled 
release is September 1993! Elsewhere in this issue, you 
will read articles from Sunday School Ministries directors 
explaining the renewed emphasis upon Bible teaching in 
the new curriculum. Now is the time for the Church of the 
Nazarene to take the lead in meeting needs of people who 
come to our Sunday Schools.

— Phil Riley, Director 
Sunday School Ministries

THE BIBLE IS FOR NUMBERS
he Bible is not about numbers but fo r  numbers. 

It is for more than 5 billion people who inhab­
it planet earth. It is the primary means by 
which they may come to know about eternal 
life.

The remarkable growth of Christianity is because God 
loves every person in the whole world. He is unwilling that 
anyone should perish but wants everyone to come to repen­
tance. G od’s goal is not o f  numbers but fo r  numbers— o f  
people!

The number of Christians who read, believe, and obey 
the Bible is increasing at an astounding rate. The percent­
age of  the world population made up of Bible-believing 
Christians has doubled in the past 22 years. But this nu­
merical fact is not the essence of the accomplishment. Re­
deemed people are the reason for joy and rejoicing.

"That the World May Know" presupposes that the Bible 
will be taken and taught to those who do not presently 
"read, believe, and obey” it. While reaching the entire 
world is a numerically measurable task, it is not a work 
about numbers but a work fo r  numbers.

The distinction between about and fo r  is by no means in­
significant. In America, the Sunday School has suffered 
because churches lost sight of the difference between the 
two. The Sunday School sought to teach the Bible to and 
fo r  the largest number of persons. But some church leaders 
thought that the Sunday School was about numbers— and 
they abandoned it. The loss, in terms of biblical impact, 
that is, knowledge of salvation, has been enormous.

It is through Bible teaching that the message of G od’s 
redemption is revealed to the world. “Now this is eternal 
life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent” (John 17:3, NIV).

Witnesses and workers of all types are involved in the 
task. But their handbook is the Bible. Disciples are being 
made and trained using the Bible as a textbook.

The Bible is an instrument of worldwide evangelization. 
But the Bible is not about numbers. It is fo r  the billions of 
persons who have not yet heard the Good News.

“That the World May Know” is G o d ’s objective. That 
means our goal is 3.4 billion persons. Still, our goal is not 
about numbers. Our goal is fo r  numbers of persons to learn 
G od’s Word and come to faith. It is the content of the Bible 
that transforms our numerical task into a ministry of recon­
ciliation.

— Bill Sullivan, Director 
Church Growth Division

*U

Septem ber 1993 19



by Miriam J. Hall and Mark A. York

W
ill our kids re c o g ­
n iz e  o u r  f a i t h ? ” 
E vangelical  sch o l­
a r s  g a t h e r e d  in 
W a s h in g to n  in 
1989 to discuss this 
q u e s t i o n .  W h a t  

they heard from University of  Vir­
ginia sociologist James Davidson 
H u n te r  p ro v id ed  cau se  fo r  c o n ­
cern. Hunter found that evangeli­
cal young people were often will­
ing to change their beliefs to fit in 
with  their  peers . '  H un ter  nam ed  
the process “cognitive bargaining” 
and concluded that their intellec­
tu a l  e n v i ro n m e n t  
shapes evangelical 
young people more 
th a n  th e y  s h a p e  
t h e i r  s u r r o u n d ­
ings.2

G e o r g e  B a rn a  
describes the same 
p h e n o m e n o n ,
“ C h a r g e d  b y  
C h r i s t  h im s e l f  to 
b e  a g e n t s  t o  
c h a n g e  the w orld  
ra ther than agents  
ch an g ed  by the w orld ,  w e have 
been m esm erized  by the lures of 
m o d ern  c u l tu re .”3 He p red ic ted ,  
"The 90s promise to bring a move 
tow ard syncretism — the blending 
o f  the  m o s t  p o p u la r  a s p e c ts  o f  
Christianity  with similarly p leas­
ing elements from other religious 
traditions.”4

Left unchecked, cognitive bar­
g a in in g  co u ld  m ak e  ev an g e l ica l  
Christianity unrecognizable in o n ­
ly a g en e ra t io n .  W es ley an -h o l i -  
ness Christianity, being a minority 
perspective, may be even more at 
risk.

A lth o u g h  the te rm  “ co g n i t iv e  
bargain ing” is new, the tendency 
of G o d ’s people to incorporate the 
b e l ie fs  o f  th o se  a ro u n d  th em  is 
not.

The Jews faced the problem in 
the Exile. Early Christians faced it 
with Greek philosophy and pagan 
re lig ions. Paul w arned , “ Do not

COGNITIVE BARGAINING,” A CONTAGIOUS 
VIRUS OF SYNCRETISM, IS EPIDEMIC 

IN NORTH AMERICA.

conform any longer to the pattern 
o f  th is  w o r ld ” (R o m a n s  12:2<7, 
NIV). W hat is encouraging is that 
despite each generation 's  tem pta­
tion to compromise, faith has sur­
vived.

To h e lp  p re v e n t  c o m p r o m is e  
with their pagan captors, the Jews 
in the Exile built their co m m u n i­

t ies  a ro u n d  s y n a g o g u e s .  T h e re ,  
c h i l d r e n ,  y o u th ,  an d  a d u l t s  r e ­
ceived crucial religious instruction 
and  support  from  the faith  c o m ­
munity. Religious historians credit 
the synagogue with the survival of 
Judaism.

T h e  m o d e r n  c h u r c h  s h a r e s  
m uch in co m m o n  with the syna­
gogue. The Church is the center of 
the faith community. It is respon­
sible for worship and religious ed­
ucation. However, its most w ide­
spread  and endur ing  educational 
arm is under attack. Som e Chris­
tian leaders have declared the Sun­

day School gravely 
ill, if not dead.

I f  th i s  is t rue ,  
then the prognosis 
fo r  the C h u rc h  is 
e q u a l l y  g r a v e .  
A m er ic an  Sunday 
S chools grew  rap­
idly in the mid to 
l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  the 
19th century. Earli­
er, much of Ameri­
can general educa­
t io n  w a s  in the 

hands o f  churches. Church schools 
taught religion along with reading, 
writing, and arithm etic. With the 
rise o f  the com m on school move­
m en t.  m an y  ch u rch es  re focused  
their educational efforts on Sunday 
School. Sunday Schools com ple­
m ented the religious education in 
the co m m o n  schools . C arpe r  de­

Bible 1



J im  W h itm e r

W e study the

BIBLE TO ENOW 
THE GOD OF 
THE BIBLE.”

scribes the arrangement this way, 
W hile  the public  school,  by 

means of Bible reading, prayers, 
teacher example, and the ubiqui­
tous McGuffey readers, em pha­
sized nondenom inational evan­
gelical Protestantism, which was 
t a n t a m o u n t  to  th e  A m e r ic a n  
civic faith for the better part o f  
the nineteenth century, the Sun­
day School stressed the particu­
lar t e n e t s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  d e ­
nom inations. This “ parallel in­
stitutions” educational arrange­
ment was generally satisfactory 
to most evangelicals.5 
Such an a r ra n g e m e n t  ap p ea rs  

strange at the end o f  the 20th cen­
tury. T h e  p u b l ic  s c h o o l /S u n d a y  
School p a r tn e rsh ip  fo r re lig ious  
ed u ca tio n  has  v an ish ed .  K n ik e r  
described the shift to secular pub­
lic schools,

Few, if any, time periods in the 
American experience can surpass 
the sev e n ty  y ea rs  from  1848- 
1917 in terms of political, social, 
technological, and religious up­

heaval. For Protestants especial­
ly, it w as  a t im e  o f  d ra m a t ic  
change. T he w arm  partnersh ip  
the Sunday Schools and churches 
had developed with the common 
schools began to dissolve.6 
Wilson continues,

As individual states gradually 
eliminated certain aspects of  re­
l ig io n  f r o m  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ,  
P ro te s ta n ts  r e s p o n d e d  in tw o  
w ays.  O ne  g ro u p  c o n s t ru c te d  
the ir  ow n school sys tem s  . . . 
The o ther group o f  Protestants 
a c c e p te d  th e  s e p a r a t io n  o f  
church and state as it was being 
r e d e f in e d  in e d u c a t io n .  T h e  
groups, including most congre- 
g a t i o n a l i s t s ,  P r e s b y te r i a n s ,  
M ethodis ts ,  and Baptists , su p ­
ported the public school system, 
b u t  a l s o  r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t  
members of  their churches sup­
plement it with religious instruc­
tion in the home and with Sun­
day School attendance.7 
As the public schools withdrew 

from religious education, Sunday

School became more important. It 
h a d  to  p ic k  up th e  b a s i c s  o f  
P ro te s ta n t  C h r i s t ia n i ty  th a t  the 
public schools dropped from their 
cu r r icu lu m . S unday  Schoo l  w as 
particularly important to churches 
in the Wesleyan theological tradi­
t io n .  A c c o r d in g  to  K ra u s h a a r ,  
these churches ministered to m id­
d le -  an d  lo w e r - in c o m e  p eo p le .  
M o s t  o f  th e i r  m e m b e r s  s im p ly  
co u ld  no t a f fo rd  p r iv a te  ch u rch  
schoo ls  fo r  re lig io u s  ed u ca tio n .  
Methodist churches “relied largely 
on the public schools for secular 
education and on Sunday Schools 
for religious education.”8

Indeed, most Protestant church­
es, non -W esleyan  and W esleyan  
alike, did not leave public schools 
in favor o f  church-based schools. 
According to Latourette,

T hey  m a in ta in ed  secondary  
s c h o o ls ,  th e o lo g ic a l  sch o o ls ,  
co lleges,  and  un ivers it ies ,  but 
for the primary grades they de­
pended on the schools financed 

continued on page 34
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One “Option” That Isn’t One
by Fred Fullerton, Director, Nazarene Youth International

alk ing  into a fast-  
food restaurant has 
b e c o m e  a m a jo r  
stress to me. I d o n ’t 
m in d  th e  w a i t  in 
line. In fact, I actu­
ally hope there are 

at least two persons in front o f  me. 
Why? I need the time to read the 
89 different menu offerings! I am 
ex p e r ien c in g  fa s t- food  in fo rm a­
tion overload! I ’m overw helm ed  
w ith  the m u l t i tu d e  o f  o p t io n s !  
Gone are the days o f  three or four 
choices on the menu. It’s the '90s, 
and people want a 
multitude of choic­
es f ro m  w h ich  to 
build their person­
al culinary experi­
ence.

W h a t  is t ru e  in 
the fast-food busi­
ness is also true in 
other areas of con­
tem porary  culture.
B anks  g ive  th e ir  c u s to m e rs  e x ­
tended  ho u rs  and 2 4 -h o u r  a u to ­
mated teller machines. Carmakers 
increase the num ber and variety of 
options available on their vehicles. 
C om pute r ized  m ap screen, c o m ­
pact disc player, or cellular phone, 
anyone?

One “option” that isn’t really an 
option is the teaching of the Bible 
to each generation of young peo­
ple. I t’s not optional because it is at 
the heart o f  what we do in Chris­
tian education. The Bible is the liv­

ing Word o f  God. And the content 
o f  the Bible is m ore  than simply 
material to be learned. It is material 
that has  the ab il i ty  to t ran sfo rm  
lives by the grace of God.

Teaching the Bible intentionally 
and effectively to this generation 
o f  young people is especially criti­
cal in light o f  recent research by 
Reading Is Fundamental, a group 
operating the largest literacy pro­
gram  in the United States. Their  
f ind ings  ind ica ted  that up to 21 
million Americans may be illiter­
ate and that “ few er than 25% o f

IHE BIBLE WAS MEANT TO 
BE STUDIED AND LIVED.

high school seniors read for plea­
sure; 90%  o f  g rade schoo l c h i l ­
dren find television more appeal­
ing than reading, and 82% o f  these 
pupils prefer video games to read­
in g ” (N ew  York T im es ,  S unday ,  
June  21, 1992, “ R o m a n c in g  the 
Book . . . Once A gain”).

In addition to facing the reality 
of  American illiteracy or “ postlit­
e racy ” are o ther  m ed ia  realities: 
there are approximately 97 million 
households in A m erica. Virtually 
all o f  them have at least one tele­

v is ion  set and, a c co rd in g  to the 
A. C. Nielsen Company, members 
of  these households watch that set 
for over seven hours per day. Sev­
e n ty - th r e e  m i l l io n  h o m e s  have  
v id e o c a s s e t te  r e c o rd e rs  (V C R ). 
T h e  g ro w th  o f  V C R  o w n e rsh ip  
over the past five years is astound­
ing, g o in g  f ro m  a p p r o x im a te ly  
35% in 1987 to the current figure 
of 15%  and a projected ownership 
level o f  85% by 1995.

These statistics point to the fact 
that the printed page does not com­
m an d  the a u th o r i ty  it o n ce  did.

Most people, espe­
c ia l ly  y o u n g  p e o ­
p le ,  a re  m o re  a t ­
tuned to the video 
or computer screen. 
The book as an “ in­
tim ate” m edium  is 
be ing  rep laced  by 
th e  in t im a c y  of 
n e w e r  t e c h n o l o ­
gies. Some scholars 

feel that the electronic media is not 
merely a technology but a cultural 
form, even a language that shapes 
our perception o f  information such 
as the Bible.

How can the Bible continue to 
be a ch ie f  m eans  by w hich  God 
intimately relates to young people 
in the 1990s? T he an sw er  is the 
same as it was for generations be­
fore us— through the lives of com­
mitted teachers who work hard at 
consis ten tly  m aking  the Word of 
G o d  r e le v a n t  to  th e i r  s tuden ts .

MY PLACE IsM THIS
w o r n
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D o  NOT LET 
THIS BOOK . . . 
DEPART FROM 
YOUR MOUTH; 

MEDITATE ON IT 
DAY AND NIGHT, 

SO THAT YOU MAY 
BE CAREFUL TO 
DO EVERYTHING 
WRITTEN IN IT.”

Such teachers and youth workers 
help their s tuden ts  d isco v er  that 
God and His Word connect with 
where they live daily. They  co n ­
tinue to study the Word and apply 
it to their own journeys. They em ­
brace  n ew  t e c h n o l o g i e s  to  e n ­
hance their  teach ing  to a m edia- 
oriented generation.

Make no mistake. Helping our 
young people study and apply the 
Word to their lives is not an option­
al activity. The Bible was meant to 
be studied and lived. God himself 
stressed this point with Joshua long 
ago with these m em orable words: 
“Do not let this Book o f  the Law 
depart from your mouth; meditate 
on it day and  n ight,  so that you 
may be careful to do eve ry th ing  
written in it” (Joshua 1:8, NIV). In 
the New Testament, Paul reminds 
Timothy about the instruction he

received as a child and the impor­
tance o f  continuing his grounding 
in the Word.

But as for you , co n t in u e  in 
what you have learned and have 
becom e conv inced  of, because 
y o u  k n o w  th o s e  f ro m  w h o m  
you learned  it, and  how  from  
in fa n c y  you  h a v e  k n o w n  the 
holy scriptures, which are able 
to m ake you wise for salvation 
through Jesus Christ. All Scrip­
tu re  is G o d - b r e a t h e d  a n d  is 
usefu l for teach in g ,  rebuk ing ,  
correcting and training in righ­
teo u sn es s ,  so that  the m an  o f  
G o d  m a y  b e  t h o r o u g h l y  
equ ipped  for every good work 
(2 T im othy  3 :1 4 -1 7 , N IV ).
Is our practice in line with the 

Word's priorities? Let us embrace 
the challenge of teaching the Bible 
to a m e d ia -o r ie n te d  gen e ra t io n .

Heed the declaration o f  Hebrews 
4:12 that the Word of God is liv­
ing and active! Expand your abili­
ties as a s to ry te l le r  by u t i liz ing  
word pictures in your teaching so 
tha t  c o n te n t  s h a re d  w ill  be r e ­
ta ined long enough  to transform  
the lives of  your students. Access 
the new technologies  that young 
people are being trained in at their 
s c h o o ls .  U t i l iz e  c o n te m p o r a r y  
Chris t ian  m usic , Bible qu izzing , 
and the new youth Sunday School 
c u r r i c u lu m  a v a i l a b le  th is  fa ll .  
M a k e  th e  e n c o u n te r s  w i th  the  
Word memorable! Rem em ber that 
we have the privilege o f  retelling 
the greatest story every told. His 
story, which transcends the current 
cultural situations by G o d ’s grace 
that goes before us. Teaching the 
Bible to youth— one “option” that 
must be a priority. tq

H

ENTERTAINMENT 
AND MEDIA
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Why Johnny Can’t Read. . .  the Bible
—   : :

by Randy Cloud, Director o f Adult Ministries

M,

I
n 1955 , R u d o l f  FI e s c h 's  
Why Johnny Can't Read  in­
t ru d e d  in to  o u r  w o r ld  o f  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  T h is  
powerful expose alerted so­
ciety to an alarm ing  trend 
am ong  our  children . S im ­
ply put, they co u ld n 't  read. Not 

well, anyway. The author attempt­
ed to show the roots of this educa­
tional embarrassment and ways to 
reverse the rising tide of function­
al illiteracy.

Johnny is an adult now. H ope­
fu l ly ,  h e ’s a b e t t e r  
r e a d e r  to d a y .  B u t ,  
th e r e  is o n e  a r e a  
w h e r e  J o h n n y  s t i l l  
c a n ’t read. Not well, 
anyway. S im ply put,
Johnny ca n ’t read the 
Bible.

A r e c e n t  s u rv e y  
conducted by George 
B a r n a  s h o w s  t h a t  
a m o n g  e v a n g e l i c a l  
C h r i s t ia n s ,  2 2 %  do 
not read the Bible at all in a typi­
cal week. Another 30% read it on­
ly on ce  or tw ice  a w eek . M any  
C hris tians  say that regular  Bible 
reading is hard  to m aintain , that 
busy schedules and lack o f  a good 
reading plan h inder their time in 
th e  W o rd .  P e r h a p s  w e s h o u ld  
change the phrase “c a n ’t read" to 
the words “doesn 't  read.”

E v e n  m o re  d i s tu r b in g  is the  
statement uttered by some adults 
that Bible study is boring and not

l i f e - r e la te d .  D ire c t  e n c o u n te r s  
with the Word are more and more 
substituted for good but secondary  
sources that “guarantee” im m edi­
ate application  to life. It has b e ­
com e eas ie r  and easier, with the 
pro l ife ra t ion  o f  books  a b o u t  the 
B ib le ,  to let o thers  tell us w ha t 
the Bible says. B ecause  w e ll- in ­
tentioned Christians often find it 
s im p le r  to  go  to  a b e s t - s e l l i n g  
Chris t ian  book or to a c o m m e n ­
tary rather than the Bible itself, we 
have, in effect, forfeited that all-

ANY OF OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL SESSIONS 
ARE SIMPLY “CHRISTIANS DISCUSSING” AND 
NOT NECESSARILY “CHRISTIAN DISCUSSION.”

i m p o r t a n t  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i th  
G o d ’s Word.

On my computer, I have a pro­
gram that checks my spelling, vir­
tually e lim inating  spelling  errors 
from my work. But because I have 
som eone else do ing  my spelling  
fo r  m e ,  I h a v e  n o t i c e a b ly  lo s t  
some of the spelling skills 1 once 
had. Likewise, as we let others do 
our research, study, and even our 
thinking for us when it com es to 
Bible study, we lose the skills and

the opportunity  to investigate the 
truths o f  G od for ourselves.

It is th is  p e r s o n a l  e n c o u n te r  
with the Bible that concerns  me. 
As Nazarenes, we have a rich her­
itage w ith in  the W esleyan  trad i­
tion. But our roots go further back 
than Wesley. We are also Protes­
tant. As Protestants, we give our 
full assent to the principles of the 
P ro te s tan t  R e fo rm a t io n .  O ne of 
these principles boldly stated that 
Christians have the right  and the 
responsibility  to read G od 's  Word 

for them selves .  This 
principle was so firm­
ly he ld  that  the R e­
formers were willing 
to  g i v e  t h e i r  v e ry  
lives away in order to 
have direct access to 
G od 's  Word.

T o d a y ,  1 h a v e  to 
wonder if we have in­
d eed  d en ied ,  by our 
B ib le  r e a d i n g  and 
study habits, the right 

a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  re a d  our 
Bibles that our forefa thers  sacri­
ficed so much to hold.

It is no wonder that many o f  our 
adults are “biblically illiterate”— 
lacking the skills, lacking the con­
fidence, and lacking the incentive 
to read the Bible as a daily guide 
for life. It is no w onder that many 
of our Sunday School sessions are 
s im p ly  “ C h r i s t ia n s  d i s c u s s in g ” 
and not necessarily "Christian dis­
cussion.”

Teacher
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T h e  c h u r c h  t h a t

NEGLECTS BIBLICAL 
FOUNDATIONS SOON 

FINDS ITSELF 
REFLECTING 

WHATEVER RELIGIOUS 
FAD FLOURISHES AT 

THE MOMENT.

R ecen tly ,  I a t te n d e d  an adu lt  
Sunday School class that consist­
ed of a very anim ated discussion 
on poli tica l  issues. M any C h r is ­
t ians  e x p r e s s e d  th e i r  p o in t s  o f  
view on several topics. The Bible 
was quoted several times in sup ­
port o f  one perspective or another. 
But never was opportunity  given 
to actually open G o d ’s Word and 
discuss what we could find there.

That is why we w ho are respon­
sible fo r  adult  cu r r icu lu m  p la n ­
ning will always place high priori­
ty on d i re c t  B ib le  s tu d y  in o u r  
m ater ia ls .  W ith o u t  ig n o r in g  the 
m any  v a lu a b le  B ib le  s tu d y  r e ­
sources available to us, the Word 
of G od  w ill  c o n t in u e  to  be the 
foundation on which all cu r r icu ­
lum rests.

What then can the church do, in 
a purposefu l way, to reverse  the 
rising tide o f  b ib lical i l l i teracy? 
F o r tu n a t e ly ,  th e r e  a re  s e v e r a l  
strategies that can be and are be­
ing employed.

1. A r e n e w e d  r e c o g n it io n  o f  
the authority  o f  G od 's W ord. As 
Wesleyans, we readily affirm that 
we l ive  u n d e r  th e  a u th o r i t y  o f  
G od’s Word. The Bible is our pri­
m ary  s o u rc e  o f  t ru th .  A s  W e s ­
leyans, how ever ,  we a lso  affirm  
that we discover truth from  other 
sources as well. These other "teach­
ers” include our life experiences, 
reason, and the t rad it ions  o f  the

church. W hile all these are va lu ­
able, they do not and cannot stand 
in the same light as God's Word.

2 . A s e n s e  o f  e x p e c ta n c y  in  
o u r  B ib le  rea d in g . For some, the 
B ib le  has  b e c o m e  too  fam il ia r .  
T h e  w o rd s  h a v e  b e e n  re a d  so 
many times that they can be read 
without really engaging the mind. 
The Word becomes merely words. 
Every time we com e to a passage 
o f  scripture, no matter how famil­
iar, there may be waiting for us a 
new truth, a new idea, a new way 
of seeing life, if we have the eyes 
to see.

Rather than coming to well-read 
p a s s a g e s  and  th in k in g ,  I k n o w  
what this is all about, the growing 
C h ris t ian  co m es  to G o d ’s W ord 
seeking a fresh understanding  of 
G o d 's  revela tion  to us, know ing  
that we never reach a point where 
new truth is inappropriate. For me, 
going as far as using a Bible that 
is c lear o f  my own underlinings, 
highlightings, and notes helps me 
be  m o re  r e s p o n s iv e  to  n ew  in ­
s ig h ts  th a t  m ig h t  o th e rw is e  be 
camouflaged.

3. D irect e n co u n ters  w ith  the  
W o rd . T h ere  are two w ays that 
we can conduct Bible s tudy— ei­
ther inductively or deductively. In 
d e d u c t iv e  B ib le  s tudy, w e start 
with a life situation, a problem, a 
d e c is io n ,  and  w ork  b ack  to the 
B ib le  f o r  e x a m p l e s ,  a n s w e r s .

guidance. In inductive Bible study 
we do just the opposite. We start 
with a biblical passage, and, using 
the investigative tools at hand, we 
d is c o v e r  life tru ths .  Both Bible  
study m ethods are helpful. H ow ­
ever, the deductive m ethod often 
becom es overused because it ap ­
pears to be “eas ie r” and perhaps 
more immediately helpful. Induc­
tive Bible study, because it allows 
the  W ord  to “ sp ea k  fo r  i t s e l f , ” 
should be a study method regular­
ly used by adults.

4 . B ib le  s tu d y  s e s s io n s  th a t  
en co u ra g e  d ia lo g u e . Just as there 
are tw o  d if fe ren t  a p p ro ach e s  to 
Bible study, there are also two dif­
ferent settings where we can en ­
counter the Bible— through preach­
in g  an d  t e a c h i n g .  T h e  k e y  to  
understanding  these two settings 
is this: T hey  truly are d iffe ren t.  
T hrough  preaching, the Word o f  
God is proclaimed and the m edi­
um o f  express ion  is m onologue .  
T h ro u g h  te ac h in g ,  the W ord o f  
God is discussed and the medium 
of expression is dialogue. We en­
counter difficulty when our teach­
ing b eco m es  preach ing ,  and our 
opportunity for dialogue becomes 
o v e r s h a d o w e d  by  m o n o lo g u e .  
Adult Sunday School is one of the 
few chances  we have to ask our 
questions and talk about our ideas 
concerning the Bible. It is in dia-

Continued on page 35
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Hundreds of years ago the Apostle Paul 

urged Timothy to fu lly  train himself to be 

an exemplary gospel worker. He advised 

Tim othy to become a servant Christian 
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ified  approval. Following in tha t grand 

t ra d it io n , N azarene 
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unique learning place 

where serious be liev­
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te m p o ra ry  m in is try  
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lege— the  school o f 
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ministers p rim arily  to 

adult students; the av­
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College is situated in 

Colorado Springs on 

th e  F ron t Range of 

the Rockies accessible 

to  students fro m  a ll 

50 states. Moreover, 

some of the most successful students come 

from one of NBC's 30 multicultural exten­

sions th ro u g h o u t the  coun try  to  m ore 

rapidly complete their preparation for min­

istry on the Colorado Springs campus.

Accredited by the American Associo 

tion o f Bible Colleges, NBC's degree pro­

grams meet a ll academic requirem ents 

fo r  o rd in a t io n  in  th e  C hurch o f the  

Nazarene. Four— year degree g radu­

ates are eligible fo r admission to accred­

ited  sem inaries, especia lly  Nazarene

Phillip J. Stuller, a Christian [du ra tion  
major from Maryland, has four children 

(ages 3, 9 ,1 3 ,1 5 ).

“Through the f ir s t six  
months o f  1991, I went 
through a heart problem  
that culminated in bypass 
surgery and a job change 
resulting in drastically  
loiver income. Through the 
last two years o f  school, 
God has supported us, 
helped us keep up on bills, 
given us medical coverage, 
and jobs we can do without 
strain. I told my fellow stu­
dents recently that God had 
used them to rebuild the 
way I view the world. I 
now see it more through 
God’s eyes than my own. I 
think I could only gain this 
at NBC. ”

F O C U S E D  E D U C A T I O N

Ministry preparation has a crystal clem 
focus at Nazarene Bible College. This col­
lege exists to prepare persons for entry 
level ministry as pastors, evangelists, mis­
sionaries, church musicians and Christian 
Education staff persons. The record shows 
th a t NBC has done th a t w o rk well for 
more than a quarter of a century; durirg 
the years since 1967, NBC has placed 
more than 2,000 graduates in the min­
is try  w ork force o f the Church of the 
Nazarene.

If you are among those called to spe­
cialized service for God, you are invited to 
attend Nazarene Bible College. Proy 
about the possibility. Come visit the cam­
pus. Call to d a y -8 0 0 — 873— 3873 or 
w r ite  to  P. 0 . Box 1 5 7 4 9 , Colorado 
Springs, CO 80935.

1995 Graduates:

40 bachelor’s degrees

(Biblical Studies, Christian 
Education, Church Music)

37 associate o f arts 
degrees

36 diplomas in 
Lay Ministries, 

Women’s studies, 
Hymn Playing

41 certificates

Nazarene Bible College intends to be a Theological Seminary.



S h a r e  T h e  V i s i o n
Here I stand 

looking ever so grand

wearing this silly flat hat 
Could it be, 

it's really me, 
Graduating from

Carmen, 9, and Rachel, 12, helped  
their dad, Paul Slaton, compose this 
verse the night before Senior Chapel.

fA I

Ashley, age 4, hands tassel to her 
father, Will Mackey, after graduation.

W h a t  G r a d u a t e s  S a y
D r. 1. W ayne E yestone, p a s to r P uya llup , 

Washington, brought the baccalaureate address: 

“A clean heart.. .
A clear c a ll ..

A compelling vision.” 
H e was presented  with NBC's firs t honorary  

degree. The Puyallup Church has particularly  

supported the NBC program  to train American 

Black and Hispanic students as well as interna­

tional students.

Thomas and Jane Boyd

(with Brian, 16, and Amber, 121 returned to the 
east to pastor Massapequa, New York.

The NBC experience is one example of something 
I would repeat in the same manner. The entire 
program was positive. God is faithful to equip us to 

carry out whot He has called us to do. Life in Colorado Springs has been good; all our 

needs have been met.

Ardisteel Daniels, Colorado Springs, has a vision 
to start a mission that w ill provide temporary 
lodging, Christian care and direction to assist 
ex— inmates and their families as they adjust 

back into society.

"I don't think I could have found a place where 
there would be more thoughtful, considerate or 
caring professors than at NBC. Their goals seem only to provide students with the best 
knowledge available in order to prepare them for the type of ministry to which God 

has called them.

Karen Skaff, from Connecticut, stayed in Colorado 
Springs a fter completing her Lay Ministries diploma 

to work a t the college and to help p lant a m ulticul­

tu ra l church.

"God sent me to NBC w ith  the promise from  I 
Samuel 12:16—'Stand still and see the great and 
m ighty things the Lord w ill do before your eyes.' 

He is doing a mighty work internally as I trust Him for all things. He has been 

fa ith fu l."

the Nazarene, Jasper, Texas.

Kevin and Joan Lynch with their lo u r children (ages 4,
1 4,16, and 181 took an associate pastor position in 
Fishkill, New York.
Kevin says: "I would not trade the time I've spent 
in Colorado Springs for anything. I have the con­
fidence that I am prepared for fu ll— time min­
istry." Joan says: "The Women's Studies program was wonderful! I only wish I could 

continue classes at the extension in New York. God provided me with a good job so 
that my husband did not have to work. God met all our needs— and even extra just 

when we didn't expect it."

Esther song a t baccalaureate this Bill and Gloria 

Gaither sang: I  Gaither Music Co., 19881

All the Glory Belongs to Jesus
We each could tell a story 

of how He brought us here, 
gave us hope and banished 

all our fear;
But from our many differences 

His love has made us one 
This song we share 

has only just begun.

Jim and  Esther Hanson with their two children 

Iag es  8  a n d  101 now  p a s to r the l iv e  O ak, 
California, Church o f the Nazarene." This has been 

the greatest lim e o f oar lives. Even though we 

have been stretched to the limit physically, men­

tally, and spiritually, God has been fa ith fu l to 

keep our fam ily bond intact. A ll along, He has 

provided strength, insight, and financial relief."



THE CHURCH 
THAT DALE BUILT

Story and photos by Mark Graham

H
is laughing eyes and broad smile grab your attention as he 
grasps your hand in a hearty handshake. As he greets you, 
Dale Webster’s pleasant drawl confirms that he is a native 
o f  northwest Arkansas. His office is unpretentious, with 
wallpaper you might see in any southern country kitchen. 
The desk  is neat, but sp o tted  with invo ices , c o r re sp o n d e n c e , 

brochures, and production reports. Several jars o f  jelly  sit on the 
credenza.

T he desk is in the side room 
o f  a c o n v e r te d  re s id e n ce ,  
less than 100 feet from the 
sp o t  w h e re  D a le  w as  b o rn  and  

raised and less than 50 yards from 
where his elderly parents, Evelyn 
and Roy, still live. Behind D a le ’s 
office lies a room for handling or­
ders, along with other business of­
fices. Keep walking and the home 
turns into a spac ious w arehouse  
and factory. You are su rrounded  
by row after row of canning jars, 
beautiful pieces o f  pottery (A m er­
ican-made, he emphasizes), cool­
ers, freezers, and an assembly line 
fo r  a n t i q u e - l o o k i n g  c a s t  i ro n  
s to v e s  (n o w  u s in g  e l e c t r i c i t y  
rather than wood). Still further in­
to the plant you com e to a packag­
ing and labeling area. It is beneath 
a spotless room  filled with high 
tech  s ta in less  steel co o k e rs  and 
vats  that can  m ak e  som e o f  the 
best jam s and jellies you ever tast­
ed. The place? Rogers, Ark. The 
business? The House of Webster.

I n 1934, D a le’s father, a sales­
m a n  w h o  ran  a b a k e ry  an d  
bread route, decided to try sell­

ing  f ru i t c a k e s  to  b u s in e s s e s  as 
Christmas gifts for their customers. 
Seeing there was a market for such 
items, Roy got his wife, Evelyn, to 
p rep a re  s t raw b e rry  p re se rv e s  to 
supplement the fruitcake line. Dale 
helped his father go from business 
to business finding customers.

Today, the House of Webster re­
mains one o f  the most successful 
h o m e - o w n e d ,  h o m e - o p e r a t e d  
gourmet food gift box companies 
in the nation. Corporations and in­
d iv id u a ls  can  take  ca re  o f  th e ir  
gift-giving with a phone call to the 
folks at Webster. Fortunate recipi­
ents get an attractive gift box o f  
items ranging from preserves, bis­
cuits, and country bacon to barbe­
cue  sau ce ,  nu ts ,  o r  sa lsa ,  a lo n g  
with beautiful pieces o f  crockery 
and other charming items.

C o r p o r a t io n s  o f te n  p u rc h a s e  
several thousand  gift  boxes ,  but

Dale insists that m ost o f  his busi­
ness  c o m e s  from  in d iv id u a ls  or 
small com panies purchasing 25 to 
100 gifts. D uring  the p re -C hris t­
mas season, W ebster’s crew packs 
an y w h e re  f ro m  6 ,0 0 0  to  12,000 
gift boxes per day.

W hat is rem arkab le  is that the 
H ouse  o f  W ebste r  stays in busi­
ness  m a in ly  by w o rd  o f  mouth. 
P e rso n s  w h o  re c e iv e  a W ebster  
gift like what they see (and taste) 
and  inqu ire  abou t ho w  they  can 
send s im ilar gifts to their clients 
o r  f r ie n d s .  D a le  re c a l l s  tha t  he 
tried for years to “get his foot in 
the door” o f  a particular corpora­
tion without success, until som e­
one sent one o f  his giftboxes to an 
executive: “A lady wrote for a cat­
alog, and I went by to see her. She 
told m e who I needed to talk with 
a t th e  c o m p a n y .  T h e y  b o u g h t  
2,300 packages for Christmas.”

B u s in e s s  h a s n ’t a lw a y s  been 
easy, acco rd in g  to Dale . During 
the early days, around the close of
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I  DON’T GIVE TO GET GOD 
TO BLESS ME WITH MORE. 
HE’S ALREADY BLESSED 

ME IN EVERY WAY.”

W o rld  W a r  II ,  he  a n d  h is  d a d  
faced some tough times.

“ I rem em b er  when Dad called 
on a co m p an y  in Broken Arrow, 
Okla., in May 1948. He had a lit­
tle wooden package fixed up with 
f ru i tc a k e  and  o th e r  th in g s .  T he  
guy liked him  and bought a lot of 
them, then he told  m y dad, ‘We 
need an invoice, so we can get this 
paid by the first o f  June. ' I think 
they sent us $5,600 by June 1 for 
that Chris tm as order. Probably, a 
h a l f - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  to d a y  
w ouldn 't  do our business near as 
m uch  g o o d  as that one order. It 
was operating capital, but it also 
gave m y dad a vision o f  the o p ­
portunity that was out there."

The Webster business was built 
in an area of the country that has 
seen the birth o f  some exceptional 
e n t re p re n e u rs ,  like S am  W alton  
and Don Tyson. Dale says he once 
w as  at th e  g ra n d  o p e n in g  o f  a 
W al-M art s to re  ta lk in g  w ith  the 
late S am  W alto n ,  w h e n  W alton

The New Hope Church of the Nazarene in Rogers, Ark., with Dale Webster (left) and Richard 
Leffel, pastor of the church.

asked , “ Dale , w ould  you like to 
get a soft d rink?” Dale accom pa­
nied the billionaire to the em ploy­
ee lo u n g e  w h e re  th e y  c h a t t e d .  
D a le  w o u ld  l a t e r  j o k e  w ith  
friends, “ I figured if Sam needed 
10 minutes of  my time, the least I 
could do was try to help him out.”

Da le  w a s  r a i s e d  in the  
C h u rc h  o f  the N a za re n e ,  
and the Church remains at 

the center o f  his life. When he was 
a boy , th e  f a m i ly  a t te n d e d  the 
N azarene church in nearby Ben- 
tonville. Today, they attend First 
Church in Rogers. While a student
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From his office in northwest Arkansas (right). Dale 
Webster has developed the House of Webster into an 
internationally known enterprise. (Left) Dale in the room 
where berries and other ingredients are transformed into 
gourmet preserves and jellies.

at Bethany Nazarene College, he 
m e t  J a n i e  C o o p e r ,  th e  g i r l  he 
would later marry.

“ When we grew up, the church 
a lw a y s  ca m e  f i r s t , "  D a le  says .  
“A nd it was joy  for it to be that 
way.”

Janie, whose bright smile co m ­
p lem en ts  that o f  her h u s b a n d ’s, 
says  th is  is the sam e w ay  they  
ra ised  their  son and tw o d a u g h ­
ters, even  du ring  the early  days 
when Dale was away making sales 
c a l l s .  A g i f t e d  m u s i c i a n  w h o  
teaches private lessons and plays 
p ia n o  at R o g e r s  F i r s t  C h u rc h ,  
Mrs. W ebster recalls p laying the 
piano while her children sat on the 
front pews. "I had a little switch 
beside me as a rem inder to them 
th a t  th e y  s h o u ld  b e h a v e , ” she  
says. “They usually did.”

As the business has flourished, 
the W eb s te rs  hav e  sh a red  th e ir  
p r o s p e r i t y  w i th in  th e  c h u r c h ,  
faithfully and without fanfare.

“ I th ink  m o st  p e rso n s  in th is  
com m unity  are not aw are o f  the 
things he does for his church, and 
I am  su re  t h a t ’s th e  w ay  D a le  
wants it,” says Carl Baggett, presi­
d en t  o f  F irs t  N a t io n a l  B ank  o f  
Rogers. “ I have know n him  and 
his family a lm ost all o f  my life. 
Success hasn 't  changed Dale. He

is recognized throughout our co m ­
munity as a man of integrity.”

O ne reason for the success 
o f  H o u s e  o f  W e b s te r  is 
their com m itm ent to qual­

ity. Dale emphasizes that they use 
the  f in e s t  i n g re d ie n ts  fo r  th e i r  
food items. This means using such 
ingredients as table-grade berries 
ra ther  than ch eap e r  fruit. It also 
means having a com pany in Texas 
m anufacture crockery and ceram- 
ic w a re  th a t  c o u ld  be  a c q u i r e d  
cheaper  from o ther sources. T he 
country oven reproduction that the 
com pany sells is an exact replica 
o f the old wood-burning type you 
m a y  h a v e  s e e n  in y o u r  g r e a t ­
g r a n d m o th e r ’s k i tchen ,  dow n  to 
the porcelain inserts on the doors.

T h is  c o m m i tm e n t  to  q u a l i ty  
p e rm e a te s  D a le ’s life. W hen  he 
felt im p ressed  that  G o d  w an ted  
a n o th e r  N a za re n e  ch u rch  in the 
R o g e rs  c o m m u n i ty ,  he d e c id e d  
that if he had anything to do with 
it, it would be first rate.

H e t e l l s  th e  s to ry  o f  h o w  it 
came to be: “About two years ago, 
I told the D.S. (Eugene Sanders) I 
really felt we ought to buy a piece 
o f  p roperty  fo r a new  church  in 
Rogers. The com m unity  has go t­
ten so large that it can easily sup­
p o r t  m o r e  th a n  o n e  N a z a r e n e

church. As I prayed about it, I was 
conv inced  that it w as som ething 
God wanted us to do. Dr. Sanders 
and I agreed to pray about it.

"W hen I went looking for prop­
e r ty ,  t h e r e  w a s  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  
place that I kept com ing back to. I 
had no idea  w h o  o w n e d  it, so I 
went to the courthouse to check it 
out. I learned that the ow ner used 
to live in R o g ers .  T h e  p roperty  
was the home place where he had 
been raised. By ‘co inc idence’ the 
man was a Nazarene.

"He w a sn ’t anxious to sell, but 
he d idn 't  say he wouldn 't .  I said. 
‘You pray about it. We will, too, 
and I ’ll call you back in a week.’ 
W h en  we ta lk ed  ag a in ,  he said, 
‘T h e r e ’s n o th in g  I w o u ld  rather 
s e e  on  m y  h o m e  p l a c e  th an  a 
Nazarene chu rch .’”

As a result, Dale purchased five 
acres of land on a corner lot near a 
grow ing new community. It must 
have  been  a good  cho ice .  Since 
the property was acquired, Presby­
terians and Baptists  have bought 
lots on corners across the street.

D a le  p ro c e e d e d  to sea rch  for 
just  the right plans for the struc­
ture. He found what he was look­
ing  fo r  d u r in g  a b u s in e s s  trip. 
W h i le  p a s s in g  th ro u g h  a small 
town, he saw the church he want­
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The beauty and craftsmanship of the sanctuary at New Hope Church of the Nazarene rival that of churches many times its size.

ed to build. He inquired about the 
architect w ho had done the plans 
and was directed to a store down 
the street. T h e re  he m et the d e ­
signer, w h o  gave  h im  a copy  o f  
the plans.

With the blessing o f  the district, 
the H o m e  M is s io n  
Board asked Dale to 
serve as l ia iso n  b e ­
tween the board  and 
the builder. With that 
request .  D a le  b eg a n  
to o v e r s e e  the  c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
church. B ricks  w ere  
p u r c h a s e d ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  y a r d s  u p o n  
yards o f  beautiful wooden  m old ­
ing for decora ting  the in terior of 
the structure. Four chandeliers that 
could  g ra c e  the  in te r io r  o f  any  
grand hotel were purchased, along 
with m a rb le  fo r  e n t ry w a y s ,  six 
p an e l  d o o r s ,  h u g e  f i b e r g l a s s  
columns for the front o f  the struc­
ture, and an 80-foot spire that can 
be seen for miles.

T hrow  in c a rp e t in g ,  room  d i ­
viders, air conditioning, a parking

lot, and a massive fire escape on 
the backside. D on 't  forget the or­
nate wooden pulpit, platform fur­
niture and altar, as well as a sound 
system, piano, and organ, and you 
have the church that Dale built.

On S ep tem b e r  13, 1992, two-

and-a-ha lf  years after Dale W eb­
ster first sensed God calling him 
to build another church in Rogers, 
th e  N e w  H o p e  C h u r c h  o f  the  
Nazarene was dedicated. Its initial 
charter contains the nam es o f  57 
p e r s o n s .  O n  E a s t e r  1 9 9 3 ,  th e  
c h u rc h  had  120 in its m o rn in g  
worship service.

It is a b eau tifu l  s truc tu re  that 
the c o n g re g a t io n  and  its pastor,  
R ic h a r d  L e f f e l ,  a r e  e x t r e m e ly

proud  of. T hey  are p reparing  to 
finish the fellowship hall, located 
beneath the main sanctuary. They 
recently purchased the parsonage 
from Dale, w ho built it with the 
u n d e r s t a n d in g  th a t  th e  c h u r c h  
would buy it back from him after 

the young co n g reg a ­
t io n  go t  on  its  fe e t  
f i n a n c i a l l y .  S t i l l ,  
D a l e ’s a s k in g  p r ice  
was $30,000 less than 
its appraised value.

D a l e  i s  h a p p y  
a b o u t  w h a t  he has  
b ee n  ab le  to  d o  fo r  
t h e  N e w  H o p e  
C hurch . As he takes 

you on a tou r  o f  the facility, he 
beam s as you m arvel at the fine 
detail and craftsmanship that went 
into the effort to build this sanctu­
ary dedicated to God. If you pass 
by the church late in the afternoon, 
you might find Dale on his tractor, 
m owing the property. You realize 
that this is a special place to him.

“ I could  take you to the place 
w here  I knew  the L ord  told me, 
‘This is what 1 want you to do ,” ’

I n my hometown, i want the church of

THE NAZARENE TO BE AS GOOD AS ANY."
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Roy Webster (seated) and his wife, Evelyn, founded the House of Webster in 1934. 
Today, at 80, Roy and Evelyn still live in the house next door to the business they 
founded. They are flanked by Dale and his wife, Janie.

says Dale. “I knew 
we were supposed 
to  do  it, an d  w e 
were committed to 
doing it, as right as 
we c o u ld .  In m y 
hometown, I want 
the Church o f  the 
Nazarene to be as 
g o o d  as any . It 
may not be as big 
as s o m e ,  b u t  w e 
want it to be first 
class, so it will at­
tract people to it.”

And it is d raw ­
ing new  p ersons.
M ean w h ile ,  Dale 
and Jan ie  rem ain  
fa ith fu l m em b ers  
a c r o s s  to w n  at 
Rogers First Church.

Dale is re luctant to talk about 
what the property, bu ild ing , and 
fixtures cost, but his D.S. says ex ­
penses easily exceeded a half m il­
lion dollars.

I nterestingly, the W ebsters’ un­
derstanding of the Church ex­
tends b ey o n d  the borders  o f  

their community. “ W e 've  always 
b e e n  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  th e  lo ca l  
church,” Dale says. "But w e ’ve a l­
ways felt that there was m ore to 
the church than just the local con­
gregation.”

A strong believer in the im por­
tance o f  N azarenes sending their 
c h i ld re n  to  N a z a re n e  c o l le g e s ,  
Dale has been a m e m b er  o f  the 
B o a rd  o f  T ru s te e s  at S o u th e rn  
Nazarene University for 2 1 years. 
"D uring  this time, he has been a 
part o f  the activities o f  the board 
in a very central way,” says Loren 
Gresham, SNU president. "He has 
served as com m ittee chair, m em ­
ber o f  the executive council, and 
as a m a jo r  con tr ibu to r .  It is the 
spirit o f  generosity  o f  both time 
and resources that stands out when 
Dale is rem em bered  by Southern 
N a z a r e n e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  h is  
friends here.”

Dale and his family provide 20 
to 25 sch o la r sh ip s  an n u a lly  for 
students who want to attend SNU. 
A m o n g  these  is a p ro g ram  that

g iv e s  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  fo r  
f re sh m an  sons and  d au g h te rs  o f  
pastors .  “ I figure if  you can get 
the p re a c h e rs '  k ids to go to the 
Nazarene college, the lay kids will 
f o l l o w , ” q u i p s  D a le .  “ P lu s ,  it 
makes me feel pretty good when I 
see so m e k id s  g o in g  to c o l le g e  
that w ouldn’t have gone if I h ad n ’t 
helped.”

T he  W e b s te r  fa m i ly  is a lso  a 
m a jo r  c o n t r i b u t o r  to  a f u n d  at 
SNU that p rovides students with 
campus jobs to help pay for their 
education.

Da le  d o e s n ’t go  a r o u n d  
p u s h in g  h is  fa i th  on  h is  
workers at House o f  W eb­

ster. “ But they all know  w here  I 
stand ,” he adds. “Just recently, a 
fellow w ho has been working for 
us for 10 or 12 years came up and 
to ld  m e, ‘D ale , I go t saved  and 
bap t ized .’ He know s that I am a 
C h ris t ian ,  and  he w an ted  m e to 
know that he was one too. It has 
been exciting to see the change in 
his life.”

When asked how she would d e­
scribe her husband, Mrs. Webster 
immediately replies, “He is a man 
of his word. If  he phones you and 
says he is on the other side o f  the 
m ountain, but that h e ’ll be hom e 
in an hour, you can be sure he will 
be hom e with time to spare.”

"Dale is just a great guy,” says

his d is tr ic t  super­
intendent, Eugene 
Sanders. “His pres­
e n c e  se ts  an up­
b e a t  to n e  fo r  an 
assembly or meet­
ing. But he is one 
o f  those guys who 
likes to stay in the 
b a c k g r o u n d .  He 
w o n ’t tell you that 
he gave $250,000 
fo r  a n e w  c o m ­
m o n s  b u i ld in g  at 
S N U ,  o r  th a t  he 
a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  
h av e  co n tr ib u ted  
to  a lm o s t  every  
h o m e  m i s s i o n  
church in the his­
tory o f  this district. 

“He doesn’t want credit for any­
thing that he does. He is the ideal of 
what a Christian layman should be.” 

S a n d e r s  a d m i t s  t h a t  D a le  is 
am ong the key persons he looks to 
for business advice when making 
such decisions for the district. He 
ad d s  that D a le  has b ee n  ins tru ­
mental in es tablishing a program 
that will serve as a regular source 
o f  funding for district hom e mis­
sion projects.

“ I think we are here for a pur­
pose, and we should try to be sen­
s i t iv e  to  w h a t  G o d  w a n ts  us to 
do,” says Dale. “ I d o n ’t give to get 
G od to bless m e with more. He’s 
already blessed me in every way."

W hen asked what advice he has 
for o ther  C hris t ian  businessmen, 
Dale has some simple suggestions: 
“Let G od be your guide. Seek His 
leadership in everything you do.” 

At 56 years o f  age. Dale Web­
ster is a contented man. He finds 
hap p in ess  in te l l ing  a story  or a 
jo k e ,  te n d in g  his h e rd  o f  reg is­
tered Angus, or just resting on the 
patio with Janie.

Unlike some persons who have 
been spoiled  by prosperity , Dale 
has not. He understands that all he 
has is a gift from God, and that he 
is a steward o f  those gifts.

It is a ro le  D a le  e n jo y s  and 
which he handles with grace and a 
smile. ^
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I n a Woman’ s V oice

Go in Peace
REBECCA LAIRD

Rebecca Laird, author o f Ordained 
Women in the Church of the Nazarene: 
The First Generation and a professional 
writer and editor living in Summit, N.J.

T h i s  y e a r , d u r i n g  h o l y  w e e k , my 
father lay in the intensive care unit of 
the hospital in my hometown, unable 
to speak, eat, or breathe for himself. 
Doctors and scores of nurses kept 
vigil, watching the ventilator and IV 
tubes as he struggled against bacterial 
pneumonia. After a few days of  no 
improvement, my mother’s voice on 
the phone sounded tired, although her 
words remained bright. I felt afraid 
and helpless. What if my father died 
and I didn't  get to say good-bye?
What did I need to say or do to make 
sure our relationship was clear if we 
were given no more time?

Then, on Maundy Thursday at 
breakfast time, my brother called. 
Perhaps one of us should go home. 1 
telephoned several airlines. Flights 
were overbooked, and by the next 
day my free tickets would not be hon­
ored, as it was a holiday weekend. It 
was nearly noon. I would need to get 
to the airport by 1:30 p . m . to even 
standby for the connecting flight. It 
was now or not until next week.

Should I go? Could I get to the air­
port in time? What if six-month-old 
Megan went nuts on the plane? What 
if I got bumped in Chicago? Could 
three-year-old Rachel, who was at the 
day-care center, handle my leaving for 
a week without telling her good-bye?

The questions and fears made my head 
swirl. 1 did not have time to ask for ad­
vice. Michael was not available by

phone, so I prayed fervently and quickly.
A peace flowed through me. My 

panic waned. I sensed that a way 
would be provided. Step by step, I 
packed, fed the baby, called a taxi, 
left messages for Michael, wrote a 
note for Rachel, put Megan in the 
backpack, and hauled my bag to the 
parking lot. The cab driver was wait­
ing. At the airport, he carried my 
bags inside. At the counter, the ticket 
agent heard my story, took my ticket, 
gave me confirmed seats on both of 
the necessary flights, and wished me 
well. I called my brother in Denver so 
that he could call my mother in Idaho 
to tell her I was coming.

On the plane I sat next to a sophisti- 
cated-looking woman dressed in dry- 
clean-only clothes who graciously, and 
with good humor, rummaged my dia­
per bag for supplies as Megan alter­
nately burped and smiled. At Chica­
go’s O 'Hare airport, there was nary a 
table in the cafeteria. But the woman 
who sold me my salad left her post to 
carry my tray and persist until she 
claimed a table and a high chair for 
me. On the next flight, I 
had three seats to m y­
self, and a baby-loving 
flight attendant. At the 
airport, there stood my 
uncle, who took me to 
his c a r -c o m p le te  with 
carseat— and drove us 
home.

Angels attended me 
every step. I ’ve trav­
eled all over the world, 
and often with my chil­
dren. Angels aren’t al­
ways so visible, but God went before 
me and sent messengers of peace to 
befriend me until I was home.

On Good Friday, I walked into the 
Intensive Care Unit of the hospital to 
see my father just after the ventilator 
had been removed. He was on his 
way back. He recognized Megan and 
me and spoke in a slurred, slow, but 
hopeful, voice. By Easter Sunday, he 
could sit in a chair and smile. His

nurses and doctors began to admit 
they had not had the faith to believe 
he would make it. The lung specialist 
said to my father, "I only gave you a 
40 percent chance of making it.”

The prayers of the faithful had up­
set the odds. Dozens of people called, 
wrote, and prayed. My dad held fast 
to life. After weeks of recuperation, 
he is back to work and trying faithful­
ly to honor the new lease he has been 
given on life.

When I was afraid and unable to 
control my life, Jesus said in so many 
ways, "Peace be with you.”

Not surprisingly, Jesus offered this 
same message to the disciples after 
the Crucifixion. They were filled with 
terror. Why did this have to happen? 
What could they really believe? Was 
God really in control?

John 20 tells us that Jesus appeared 
and stood among His well-meaning, 
but fearful, followers and offered the 
words that would renew and focus 
their lives, "Peace be with you.” 

These disciples were the same ones 
who just days earlier, at the Last Sup­
per, heard Jesus say, “Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give you. I do 
not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled” 
(John 14:27, NIV).

Disciples, then and now, face hard­
ships, questions, and fears. Into these

The specialist thought 
he had a 40% chance 
to live.

lives Jesus comes to say, "Peace.”
The peace that Jesus brought to my 

life when my father was ill, and the 
peace that Jesus brought into the Up­
per Room centuries ago, is available 
to anyone in need.

As Reuben Welch, the former 
chaplain at Point Loma Nazarene 
College, would say, “Do you need 
some peace today? Then take some.”
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SHAPING OUR FUTURE
continued fro m  page 21

and m anaged by the state, and 
for religious instruction of their 
ch i ld ren  they  re lied  upon  the 
h o m e ,  th e  S u n d a y  S c h o o l ,  a 
large number o f  youth organiza­
tions closely or loosely related 
to the c h u rc h e s ,  c a te c h e t ic a l  
classes, and the regular services 
o f  the Church.1’
Ognibene credits the success of  

the Sunday School with easing ac­
c e p t a n c e  o f  i n ­
creas ing ly  secular  
p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .
“ P r o t e s t a n t s  e m ­
b ra c e d  the e m e r ­
gent public school 
system, even when 
it becam e increas­
ingly  secu la r ,  b e ­
c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  
Sunday Schools to 
teach important re­
ligious truths.” 10

While Sunday School is crucial 
to the life of the Church, it has its 
critics. One criticism is that even 
s tu d e n t s  w h o  a t t e n d  S u n d a y  
School for years remain biblically 
illiterate. George Clark made this 
c r i t ic ism  in 1977. S im ila r  c r i t i ­
cisms continue today."

Recognizing the importance of 
a strong agency of Christian edu­
ca tion  with a c lea r  v is ion  o f  its 
goals, the Church o f  the Nazarene 
is committed to Sunday School as 
an im p o r tan t  arm  o f  ed u c a t io n ,  
ou treach , and evangelism . “Will 
o u r  ki ds  r e c o g n iz e  o u r  f a i t h ? ” 
They will if the Church can recog­
nize the im portance  o f  effec tive  
Sunday Schools  and m arshal the 
resources to implement them.

In an effort to cultivate “World- 
class Sunday Schools,” the leader­
ship o f  Sunday School Ministries

l a u n c h e d  a d r iv e  in N o v e m b e r  
1990 to set world-class standards 
for Sunday  Schools.  Part o f  this 
inc luded  co m p le te ly  re d es ig n ed  
curriculum  for children. C urricu ­
lum  is a p lan  fo r  t e a c h in g  and  
learning. It is a conscious attempt 
to shape the future.

It began immediately with sev­
eral s ign ificant im provem ents  in 
the current curriculum. In Septem ­
ber 1991 deligh ted  m iddlers  and 
ju n io rs  fo u n d  e x c it in g ,  co lo rfu l  
student books that made learning

URRICULUM IS A CONSCIOUS ATTEMPT 
TO SHAPE THE FUTURE.”

fun. T e a c h e r s '  p re p a ra t io n  t im e 
dropped with the in troduction of 
p u n c h - o u t  T e a c h in g  R e s o u r c e s  
and  im p ro v e d ,  e a s ie r - to - fo l lo w  
Teacher formats. As significant as 
these changes were, they were o n ­
ly the beginning. September 1993 
marks the introduction o f  the most 
sw ee p in g  c h i ld re n 's  c u r r ic u lu m  
change  the C hurch  o f  the N aza ­
rene has seen.

T h e  c o r n e r s to n e  fo r  the  new  
curriculum is its organizing p rin ­
c ip le :  “ We s t u d y  t he  B i b l e  to  
know the God of the Bible.” U lti­
mately everything in WordAction 
c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  c h i l d r e n  is d e ­
s ig n e d  to  h e l p  c h i l d r e n  k n o w  
God— not just know about Him. A 
strong, growing relationship with 
God is the primary intended ou t­
come of the new curriculum. Chil­
dren will see how God related to

people in the Bible. Teachers are 
encouraged to tell about their rela­
tionships with God. Strategically 
planned evangelistic opportunities 
introduce children to God, and the 
“ Bi b l e  R e a d in g  S u c c e s s  P lan "  
helps ch ild ren  estab lish  a strong 
devotional life.

A c c o r d in g  to  G e o rg e  B arna ,  
nearly  a third o f  all adults  think 
the Bible is too hard for them to 
understand.iJ It is easy to com pro­
m ise  wi t h  p a g a n  s u r r o u n d i n g s  
when one is ignorant o f  the Word.

The new children’s 
cu rr icu lum  identi­
f i e d  B i b l e  s t udy  
skills as an impor­
t an t  o u t c o m e  of 
S u n d a y  S c h o o l .  
P r e s c h o o le r s  and 
p rim arie s  learn to 
e n jo y  Bi b l e  s to ­
r i e s .  M i d d l e r s  
b u i l d  c o n f id e n c e  
that  t hey can  un ­
derstand what they 

read in the Bible. Preteens learn 
how to use Bible s tudy methods 
a n d  to o l s  to  d i s c o v e r  wh a t  it 
means. The Traveling Through the 
Bihle Time L ines,  in the elem en­
tary grades, build fram ew orks to 
help children  organize what they 
know  about the Bible. The time 
lines also help children know God 
better, by seeing how His relation­
ships with His people developed 
through history.

In addition  to a right relation­
ship with God and personal Bible 
study skills. C hildren 's  Ministries 
identified having children develop 
a strong sense o f  Christian com­
mu n i t y  as a th ird  e ssen tia l  out­
come. Barna said, “Perhaps more 
than any other institution in Amer­
ica, the local church is poised to 
a d d re s s  p e o p le ’s need  for more 
and d ee p e r  re la t io n sh ip s .” 1' The



sad thing is that often this does not 
h a p p e n .  T h e  n e w  W o r d A c t io n  
ch ild ren ’s curriculum  is designed 
to  bu i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e tw e e n  
teachers and students, and students 
with other students. The new early 
c h i ld h o o d  age  lev e ls  e n c o u ra g e  
churches to group young children 
together that are socially similar. 
R ep lac ing  age des igna tions  with 
levels gives churches flexibility in 
g ro u p in g  the  c h i ld re n  in la rg e r  
g roups  if necessary . E lem en ta ry  
c h i ld re n  a re  e n c o u r a g e d  to  put 
what they ’ve learned into practice 
through the week and are given an 
opportunity to report on their prog­
ress.  T h i s  “ f e l l o w s h i p  an d  a c ­
countability" feature has its roots 
in John W esley ’s class m eetings. 
W esley’s class m em bers  were re ­
sponsible to and for one another.

The three primary outcom es of 
(1) en jo y in g  a right re la t ionsh ip  
wi th G od , (2) b e in g  ab le  to use 
and understand the Bible, and (3) 
belonging to and participating in a 
strong  C h r is t ia n  c o m m u n i ty  are 
su p p o r te d  by  the  in te n d e d  o u t ­
comes o f  units and lessons. Each 
lesson has a single outcome clearly 
identified. Teachers are alerted to 
ev id en ce  that  h e lp s  th em  d e te r ­
mine the degree to which the out­
c o m e s  a re  b e in g  a c h ie v e d .  N o 
longer are Sunday School lessons 
taught and forgotten. Children will 
k n o w  we  v a l u e  w h a t  t h e y  a re  
learning because we are interested 
in how  w ell they  lea rn ed  it and  
how well they are applying. John 
Wesley be l ieved  there w ere  four 
tests  o f  any d o c tr ine :  S cr ip tu re ,  
Reason, Tradition, and Experience. 
The new curriculum asks children 
to p ro v e  w h a t  they  are lea rn in g  
with their own experiences.

Teachers will find the new cur­
riculum helps them plan and orga­
nize their lessons better. The first

page o f  each lesson gives a com ­
p le te  o v e r v i e w  o f  t he  S u n d a y  
S c h o o l  h o u r ,  and  the  m a te r ia ls  
they  w ill need .  T h e  lesso n s  are 
m ore se lf-con ta ined  than before. 
Teachers will need to gather fewer 
o u ts id e  i tem s to teach  a lesson . 
Creative options may call for ad­
d it io n a l  m ate r ia ls ,  but these  are 
clearly marked optional. The qual­
ity o f  the questions have been im ­
proved. Children spend less with 
“w ho” and “what” and more time 
with "w h y ” and “how.”

Even the art that accom panies  
the curriculum has been designed 
to en g ag e  the learners .  Im agine 
lo o k in g  in to  M o s e s ’ face as he 
saw  the bu rn ing  bush. W hat did 
Jesus  see as He rode in the T r i­
um phal Entry, carried  His cross, 
o r  looked  at His d isc ip les  w hen 
He ascended into heaven?

"W ill  o u r  ki ds  re c o g n iz e  o u r  
faith?” We think we have the tools 
so  t h a t  w o r l d - c l a s s  S u n d a y  
Schools  can answer, confidently, 
YES!
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logue that we begin to enrich each 
other’s understanding of G od’s Word.

5. M ature C hristians m odeling  
the e ffe c t iv en ess  o f  B ib le  stu d y .
People need to see how Bible study 
and life issues come together. They 
need to see in c lear  ways that the 
Bible is not merely an ancient docu­
ment held precious by the church. 
They need to see that the Bible is not 
boring or unrelated to life. The Bible, 
if it is anything at all, is a book about 
life. Every passage speaks o f  life. 
Growing Christians can and should 
take every opportunity to talk about 
how regular Bible study does make a 
real difference in the way we live.

6. Leaders sharing Bible study  
tools. While we affirm that we can go 
directly to G od’s Word and read and 
understand, we also know that there 
are many helpful Bible study aids that 
can deepen our understanding. Lead­
ers in the local church can provide as­
sistance as they share and sometimes 
provide resources to the people they 
serve. Commentaries, Bible dictionar­
ies, and Bible handbooks can best 
find usefulness as they are shared and 
demonstrated.

In Acts we read about the Ethiopi­
an in the d ese r t  read ing  from  the 
Book of Isaiah, not fully understand­
ing what he was reading. Many adults 
find them selves  read ing  the Bible 
with similar frustrations. Like Philip, 
we can help them find keys to unlock­
ing the Word.

A book with the title The Strange 
S ile n c e  o f  the  B ib le  in the P u lp it  
he lped  many see the vital need to 
keep biblical preaching prominent in 
our churches. The author stated, “The 
church that no longer hears the essen­
tial message of the Scriptures soon 
ceases to understand what it is for and 
is open to be captured by the domi­
nant religious philosophy of the mo­
ment.” How true those words ring to­
day! We each must find opportunity 
to let the words of the prophets, of the 
apostles, and of Jesus sound in our 
ears. We call ourselves people of the 
Word. Let’s continue to find ways to 
make that statement true. ^
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Seventh in a Series on Christian Holiness

THE TRANSFERRED 
IMAGE

And all o f  us. with unveiled fac es, 
seeing the glory o f  the Lord as though 
reflected in a mirror, are being trans­
form ed  into the same image from  one 
degree o f  glory to another; fo r  this 
com es fro m  the Lord, the S p irit (2 
Corinthians 3:18, NRSV).1

W
hen Moses descended 
from Mount Sinai with 
the two tablets of the 
covenant in his hand, 
“ the skin o f  his face 
shone because he had 
been  ta lk in g  w ith  
God” (Exodus 34:29). To keep from 

blinding the eyes of Aaron and the Is­
raelites, Moses put a veil on his face 
as he talked with them.

In com par ing  the M osaic  to the 
New Covenant of Christ, Paul sees a 
deeper purpose in Moses' veiling his 
face: to conceal the fact that the glory 
that bathed Moses' face was a fading  
glory. “We are not like Moses,” Paul 
declares, "who veiled his face to pre­
vent the Israelites from seeing its fad­
ing glory. . . .  But all of us who are 
Christians have no veils on our faces, 
but reflect like mirrors the glory of 
the Lord. We are transformed in ever- 
increasing splendour into his own im­
age, and this is the work of the Lord 
w ho is the S p i r i t” (2 C o r in th ian s  
3:13, 18. Phillips).

by William Greathouse

The title o f  this article is borrowed 
from that of a sermon by Dr. Phineas 
F. Bresee and expresses our founder’s 
conviction that the essence of sancti­
fication is the believer's  transfigura­
tion into the likeness of Christ.

b The GLORY OF
GOD SHINES INTO OUR 

HEARTS AND OUR 
TRANSFORMATION BEGINS.

Dr. Bresee was exp ress in g  John 
W e s le y 's  b a s ic  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  
sanctification as a process in which 
the believer is renewed “ in the image 
of God, ‘in righteousness and true ho­
liness.” ”

This process involves a series of 
crises in which the believer is freed 
from the guilt and power of  sin (in 
conversion), from the root and inbe­

ing of  sin (in entire sanctification), 
and finally from the effects of sin (in 
glorification). But this is all of one 
piece and to one end— to restore us 
both individually and corporately “to 
the m easu re  o f  the full s ta ture  of 
Christ” (Ephesians 4:13).

To be in a g row ing  rela tionship  
with Christ is to cry.
Oh. to be like Thee! Oh. to he like 

Thee,
B lessed Redeemer, pure as Thou 

art!
Come in Thy sweetness, come in Thy 

fu lln e ss;
Stamp Thine own image deep on 

my heart.
— T. O. Chisholm 

Sanctification
When Adam fell he forfeited the 

reflected image of God in which he 
had been created and divested of the 
glory o f  God that originally bathed 
his existence. But, thank God,

A second Adam to the fight.
And to the rescue came!

C hrist,  the Second  A dam , is the 
image of God restored (2 Corinthians 
4:4). To be in Christ is to “put on the 
new man, which after God is created 
in r ighteousness and true holiness” 
(Ephesians 4:24, KJV).

Our renewal in the image of God is
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a progressive restoration o f  the like­
ness and glory of God. To the Colos- 
sians Paul wrote, “You have stripped 
off the old self with its practices and 
have clothed yourselves with the new 
se lf ,  w h ic h  is b e in g  r e n e w e d  in 
knowledge according to the image of 
its creator" (Colossians 3:9-10). In­
deed, we “are being changed into his 
likeness from one degree of glory to 
another; . . . from the Lord who is the 
[life-giving] S p ir i t” (2 Corin th ians 
3:18, RSV; see 1 Corinthians 15:45).

Thai /. a child o f  hell, 
should in H is image shine!

The Comforter has come!
— F. Bottome 

At the same time, it is true that “all 
of us who are Christians," even the 
truly sanctified, “fall short of the glo­
ry of God" (Romans 3:23); the full 
r e s to ra t io n  o f  th a t  g lo ry  a w a i t s  
Christ’s second advent. In that event. 
He will consum m ate  our salvation: 
"He will transform the body of our 
humiliation that it may be conformed 
to the body of his glory" (Philippians 
3:21).

Even so, "if  we walk in the light as 
he h im se lf  is in the l igh t” (1 John 
1:7), "C hris t ,  who is the im age of 
God." gradually transfigures us into 
His l ik e n e s s ,  e v e n  th o u g h ,  like  
Moses, we are unaware this change is 
taking place (see Exodus 24:39). But 
one day, all praise to His grace, "we 
will be like him. for we will see him 
as he is"  (1 J o h n  3 :2 ,  e m p h a s i s  
added).

Initial Sanctification
Our transfiguration begins in con­

version. "The light of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, who is the image 
of G od” is “veiled to those who are 
perishing,” their eyes blinded by “the 
god of this world.” But Paul can say 
of  himself and of all of us who be­
lieve, “The God who said, ‘Let light 
shine out of darkness,’ . . . has shone 
in our hearts to give the light of the

>

I nto his love

COMES FEAR. INTO HIS 
FAITH COMES DOUBT. INTO 

HIS HUMILITY COMES 
PRIDE.

knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of  Jesus Christ" (2 Corinthians 
4:4, 3, 6).

For Paul, this began when the risen 
Christ confronted Saul on the Damas­
cus Road.

For us, it begins when in repen ­
tance and faith we encounter the cru- 
cified-resurrected Jesus. In that m o­
ment, “the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ" shines into our hearts 
and begins our transformation.

But this is no mere private matter. 
We must publicly confess our faith 
and by baptism  identify  ourse lves  
with Christ’s Body. It must always be 
said of  us. as o f  all New Testament 
Christians, “As many of you as were 
b ap t ized  into C hris t  have c lo thed  
yourse lves  with C hr is t ."  in whose 
B ody " th e re  is no lo n g e r  Jew  or 
G reek , there  is no longer slave or 
free, there is no longer male and fe­
male; for all of you are one in Christ 
Jesus" (Galatians 3:27-28).

Entire Sanctification  
"By justification,” says John Wes­

ley, "we are saved from the guilt of 
s in. and re s to red  to the fav o u r  of  
God; by sanctification we are saved 
from the power and root of  sin and 
restored to the image o f  God." '

By the image of  God. Wesley un­
derstands "the holy, humble, gentle.

patient love of  God and man.” This 
love “begins the moment we are justi­
fied,” as “all experience, as well as 
Scripture, show.” 4

But in the newly converted , this 
love is “ m ing led  with doub ts  and 
fears” and “m ixed” with remaining 
sinful self-love.- In the glow of new­
found faith, young Christians may be 
blissfully unaware of remaining sin. 
But sooner or later they discover a 
lurking self-idolatry rivaling Christ’s 
control and disturbing their peace and 
joy. The new Christian, with childlike 
joy, rejoices in the newfound spiritual 
life. Dr. Bresee points out that there is 
trouble ahead.

There is opposition to this new 
life in his own being; that though 
he loves God he does not love Him 
with all his heart, and that self in­
trudes. Into his love comes fear. In­
to his faith comes doubt. Into his 
humility comes pride. Into his de- 
votement comes ambition and self- 
seeking. There is struggle in his 
breast. He looks up into the pure 
Spirit of Jesus by the light o f  the 
Holy Ghost and is overwhelmed.'’ 
But blessed is the Christian who 

comes to this conviction of remaining 
sin  and  g ro a n s  fo r  d e l iv e ra n c e .  
"Blessed are those who mourn,” says 
Jesus, “ for they will be comforted" 
(Matthew 5:4). For such a one, says 
Wesley, God is ready “to fulfill that 
promise which he made first to his 
ancient people, and in them to the Is­
rael of God in all ages: T will circum­
cise thy heart, and the heart o f  thy 
seed, to love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul’” 
(Deuteronomy 30:6, KJV).7

The promise of perfect love is the 
promise of  "pure love"— that is, of 
love unm ixed  with idolatrous self- 
love. In the deeper crisis o f  entire 
sanctification, the heart is purified 
from carnal se lf- love . W esley e x ­
plains:

Till this universal change was 
wrought in his soul, all his holiness 
was mixed . . . His whole soul is 
n ow  c o n s is te n t  w ith  i t s e l f  . . . 
There is no mixture of any contrary 
affections: All is peace and harmo­
ny within."
But after this inward change, "he 

still grows in grace, in the knowledge 
o f Christ, in the love and image of 
G od, and will do so, not only till 
death, but to all etemity."g

In entire sanctification, "the heart
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is c leansed from all sin, and filled 
with pure love to God and man. But 
even that love increases more and 
more, till we ‘grow up in all things 
into Him that is our Head’; till we at­
tain ‘the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ.’”1"

Final Sanctification
A cavea t  m ust here be en te red . 

Even though the cry of  my heart is 
tha t o f  P a u l ’s— “ 1 w an t  to  k now  
Christ and the power of his resurrec­
tion"— I must always go on and con­
fess with him, "Not that I have a l ­
ready obtained this or have already 
reached the goal; . . . but this one 
thing 1 do, forgetting what lies behind 
and stra in ing forward to what lies

Christianity be not altogether restless 
eschatology,” Karl Barth incisively 
writes, “ there remains in it no re la­
tionship w hatever to C hris t .” " It is 
" th e  s u f f e r in g s  o f  th is  p re s e n t  
t im e"— betw een  Pentecost and the 
Parousia (see Romans 8:18-23)— that 
keep us prayerful and Christ-depen­
dent.

We are no longer  what we once 
w ere, but we are not yet what we 
shall be— when Christ returns to re­
deem our bodies and com plete  our 
sanctification.

"Behold. I tell you a mystery: We 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed— in a moment, in the twin­
kling of an eye, at the last trumpet. . . .

PROFILE

II’M A PERSON GOD IS MAKING, 
LIKE A STATUE GOD IS SHAPING; 

GOD IS CHANGING ME, CORRECTING, 
GOD’S INTENT ON MY PERFECTING.

Anonymous

NAME:
Dr. Jesse C. M idd en d o rf

M.Div., 1968

CURRENT MINISTRY ASSIGNMENT:
Pastor, Kansas City First Church  
of the  N azarene , Kansas City, Mo.

ahead. I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the heavenly call of God 
in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3:10, 12, 
13-14). In all honesty and humility I 
daily confess,

I 'm  a person God is making,
Like a statue God is shaping;
God is changing me, correcting, 
G od’s intent on my perfecting.

— Anonymous 
Paul the apostle and every saint of 

God, however ripe and mature, freely 
acknowledges with E. Stanley Jones 
we are but “Christians in the mak- 
ing."

I remember one of the most mature 
and C h r is t l ik e  sa in ts  I have  ev e r  
k n o w n ,  s a y in g  to m e, “ B ro th e r  
G re a th o u s e ,  s o m e t im e s  I feel so 
earthy!" Sometimes we feel so dull, 
when we should be keen and bright. 
S o m e tim es  we feel so d ep re sse d ,  
when we should feel happy. Som e­
tim es  we act so hum an , when we 
yearn to be Christlike. Remember, we 
still have unredeemed bodies.

Yet all this is by divine design. “ If
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we shall be changed. . . . Then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that is 
written: D eath is sw allow ed  up in 
victory.'

O Death, where is your sting?
0  Hades, where is your victory?’
“The sting of death is sin, and the

strength of sin is the law. But thanks 
be to God, who gives us the victory 
th rough  our Lord Jesus C h r is t"  (1 
Corinthians 15:51-52,54-57, NKJV).

It was "in this hope [that) we were 
saved" (Romans 8:24, RSV).
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QUICK FACT:
Licensed pilot.

ON MINISTRY:
"The practice of Christian ministry 
must be biblically based, theologically 
informed, and person-centered. Ade­
quate preparation is therefore essen­
tial in order that those set apart for 
representative ministry in the church 
may properly steward the gifts and 
graces of ministry over a lifetime."

To invest in the lives of those called into 
ministry in the Church of the Nazarene, 
please contact: Ron Galloway, 1700 E. 
M e ye r B lvd ., Kansas City, MO 64131 
(816-333-6254; FAX: 816-333-6271).
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Close to Home
News About Nazarenes

BY TOM FELDER

A. F. McGuffey and his w ife , 
Gertrude, stand beneath a new 
sign that was erected in their 
honor. The sign was purchased 
by m em bers and fr ie n d s  of 
Brownwood First Church of the 
Nazarene.

TO RUSSIA W ITH P U P P E T S ...
Dale, Liz. and Jon Von-
Seggen, members of Denver. 
Colo.. First Church of the 
Nazarene, recently spent sev­
eral days in Russia training 
children’s workers. They 
traveled to the former Soviet 
Union as a part of the Interna­
tional Missions Network.

Dale and Liz serve as 
directors of One Way Street, 
Inc., a ministry based in Lit­
tleton. Colo.

During their trip to Russia 
and Belarus, the VonSeggens 
directed several workshops 
on puppet and ventriloquism

LETTING THEIR LIGHT SHINE
. . .  The congregation of 
Brownwood, Tex., First 
Church of the Nazarene hon­
ored their former pastor,
A. F. McGuffey, with a new 
lighted sign in May. The sign 
was purchased by members 
and friends of the church in 
recognition of 56 years of 
ministry in the Church of the 
Nazarene by McGuffey and 
his wife, Gertrude.

"The sign is in honor of 
the consistent Christian life 
of Rev. and Mrs. McGuffey,” 
said Dan Wright, current 
pastor of the Brownwood 
church. "They have allowed 
the light of Jesus to shine in 
their lives."

McGuffey entered the 
ministry in 1937. He has pas- 
tored several churches in 
Texas and currently serves as 
chaplain at C.A.R.E.. Inc. 
Nursing Center in Brown­
wood.

Liz VonSeggen (r.) 
and her Russian  
in te rp re te r, V ata ly  
Brovkin, join “ Fred­
d ie ” in te a c h in g  
Russian c h ild re n ’s 
workers how to use 
puppets in children’s 
ministry.

ministry. They also took 
about 100 puppets, 130 cas­
sette tapes, and other materi­
als to give to local churches 
in Russia.

"Since religious education 
of children is such a new con­
cept among Russian believ­
ers, very few adults have any 
training or experience in 
teaching children," Dale said. 
“Teaching materials and sup­
plies are almost nonexistent.” 

While in Moscow, the 
VonSeggens attended the 
First Church of the Nazarene, 
which is pastored by Chuck 
and Carla Sundberg.

OLDEST NAZARENE IN 
ALABAMA . . .  At 98.
Emma Pounders has seen a 
lot of history. A member of 
Florence, Ala., First Church 
of the Nazarene, she is the 
oldest Nazarene in Alabama, 
according to her pastor. 
Robert Perry.

She started attending the 
church in 1905 at the age of 
10. At that time, the church 
was associated with the Pen­
tecostal Mission in Nashville, 
headed by J. O. McClurkan. 
Following McClurkan’s 
death in 1914 the congrega­
tion united with the Church 
of the Nazarene.

Mrs. Pounders is not able 
to attend services often now,

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER 
HONORED . . . For more than 
50 years, Mildred Clemens 
taught Sunday School at Sag­
inaw, Mich., First Church of 
the Nazarene. Recently she 
officially "retired" and was 
honored by the congregation 
for her many years of ser­
vice, according to Ron 
Compton, pastor.

During her tenure as a 
Sunday School teacher, Mrs. 
Clemens taught every age- 
group in the children's 
department. For the past 20 
years she taught the kinder­
garten class.

The church presented her 
with a plaque and a retire­
ment cake that read, “to a 
world class teacher.”

“Although Mrs. Clemens 
has retired from teaching, she 
has not retired from the

but she “has a deep love for 
and a keen interest in her 
church,” Perry said.

She is pictured with Gen­
eral Superintendent William 
J. Prince who visited her 
during a recent trip to the 
state.

Pastor Ron Compton presents M il­
dred Clemens with a plaque honor­
ing her for 50 years of service as a 
Sunday School teacher.

Lord’s service,” Compton 
said. “She is now part of the 
Abraham Prayer Ministry at 
Saginaw First Church."

F i r s t  
C h u r c h  ; 
N a z a r e n i

AM 10.45AM & 6:30PM If

PASTOR DAN W RIGHT
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VITAL STATISTICS 
Deaths

PAU L FU LLER, 27 , the  
s o n  o f  R ev. R o y  F u lle r , 
P ittsb u rgh  d is tr ic t su p e rin ­
te n d e n t, d ied  J u n e  10  a t 
h is  h o m e  in  C o lu m b u s , 
Ohio. Death w as the  result 
o f cancer. Funeral services 

w e re  he ld  J u n e  14 in W e s te rv ille , O hio . 
G eneral S u p e rin te n d e n t W illia m  J. P rince 
o ffic ia ted .

S u rv iv o rs  in c lu d e  P au l's  w ife , M a rth a ; 
h is  p a re n ts , R oy and  N ina  F u lle r; and  a 
b ro the r, Phil.

Paul w as a 1987 g raduate  o f M o un t Ver­
non Nazarene C ollege and e m p lo ye d  as a 
m a rk e ting  rep resen ta tive  fo r  an insurance  
com pany. Fie and h is  fa m ily  lived 10 years 
in Ita ly  as m iss ionaries. They w ere  able to 
re tu rn  to  Ita ly  fo r  tw o  w e e k s  in M a rc h  
1993.

“ He never lo s t h is pos itive  a ttitud e ," said 
G eneral S up e rin ten d en t P rince , w h o  knew 
Paul all o f the  young  m a n ’s life. “ I am sure 
th a t h is a ttitude  p ro longed  his life. He w as a 
f in e  y o u n g  m a n  w h o  w i l l  be  g re a t ly  
m issed .”

P a u l’s w ife  and p a re n ts  w is h  to  th a n k  
Nazarenes fo r  th e ir  prayers and love.

ROYCE R. AKIN, 79, M ay 22. S urv ivo rs: 
w ife , M ary; daugh te rs , Helen Jo Long, Jan­
ice  B o u is , S a n d ra  U r le y ; s o n s , M a r io n , 
W il ls ie .  J a m e s ; 1 b ro th e r ; 2 s is te rs ;  13 
g ra n d ch ild re n : 7 g rea t-g randch ild ren .

KENT ASKEW, 79, Helena. Okla., Apr. 19. 
S urv ivo rs : w ife , Anne; son, Lew; daughters, 
Jeanne C rissup , Lou D ennard, Kay N orton; 
13 g ra n d ch ild re n ; 24 g re a t-g randch ild ren ; 1 
b ro the r; 1 s ister.

ALLIE  B. (EM M ER T) BAW COM, 92, Lodi, 
C a lif ., Ju n e  3 . S u rv iv o rs : s o n s , E ugene. 
Jack; daugh te rs , M argaret M ille r. Ruth Bit- 
te rm a n ; 1 s is te r ;  19 g ra n d c h ild re n ;  36  
g rea t-g randch ild ren .

B E N JA M IN  LEW IS  BECKER, 94 . T i l la ­
m ook, O reg., Jan 5. S urv ivo rs : w ife , Olga; 
d a u g h te rs .  E u n ic e , L o is , S h ir le y ;  so n s , 
L loyd, R aym ond, Roland; 16 g randch ild ren ; 
26  g rea t-g randch ild ren .

KEN N ETH  L. CO RLE, S R ., 77 , C aney, 
Kans., A p r. 19. S u rv iv o rs : son , K enne th , 
J r.; daugh te r, A rie tta ; one g randdaughter.

E S T H E R  G E R T R U D E  C O R L E T T . 8 9 , 
Pasadena, C alif., M ay 6. S u rv ivo rs : s ister, 
M a rg a re t F riesen ; s is te r - in - la w , R ow ena  
C orle tt; tw o  nephews.

V E L M A  IRENE D A N S K IN , 8 1 , M a y  7. 
S urv ivo rs : husband, Don; 2 ch ild ren ; 2 s is ­
te rs ; 3 b ro thers; 6 g randch ild ren ; 10 g rea t­
g randch ild ren .

BEATRICE ELLEN DAW SON, O klahom a 
C ity , O kla ., M ay 25  S u rv iv o rs : h usband , 
C lyde; daugh te rs . W anda W ood, Judy Ray­
burn , Joyce Davidson; seven g randch ild ren : 
fo u r  g re a t-g randch ild ren ; tw o  b ro the rs : tw o  
s isters.

M A R IL Y N  JA C K S O N  F R A N C O , 4 0 , 
Pendleton, O reg., A pr. 13. S urv ivo rs : h u s ­
band, Paul; son, T im o th y ; daugh te r, Sarah: 
p a re n ts , R uby and R odney J a cks on ; one 
b ro ther.

PRESTON M. GASTON. 72, O rlando, Fla., 
Aug. 1. S urv ivo rs : w ife , Lorene; daughters, 
Kaye S m ith , Tanya A s h w e ll, M a n d y  A sh - 
well.

W AD E M . G U STIN . 87, G arden  V a lley . 
Id a h o , M a y  2 0 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife ,  H e len ; 
daugh te rs , E leanor, Beverly (M rs . H arm on) 
S chm elzenbach; son, Ronald ; s ix  g ra n d ch il­
d ren; e igh t g rea t-g randch ild ren .

R IC H A R D  C. H Y D E , 5 6 , K e n tw o o d ,

M ic h ., M ay 27 . S u rv iv o rs : w ife , M a rily n ; 
sons, B rian, Je ff; daugh te rs , B renda, Jod i; 
fo u r  g ra n d ch ild re n ; one b ro ther.

JE W ELL R, M AN ER , 73 , M ay 22 . S u r­
v ivo rs : husband, R obert; daugh te rs , Bonnie 
H o n e a , D o n n a  S h a n k le ; o ne  g ra n d s o n ; 
th ree  s is te rs ; th re e  b ro thers.

JAM ES N. MEARS, C o lum bus, Ga., Dec.
1 1 .

JESSIE R ICHARDS M EARS, C o lum b u s , 
Ga., M ar. 23.

HATTIE V. MEGGERS, 96, Selm a, Calif., 
Feb. 15. S u rv ivo rs : dau g h te r, Joyce  (M rs . 
J o h n ) F abrin ; th re e  g ra n d d a u g h te rs ; fo u r  
g rea t-g randdaughte rs.

R E V. W A L T E R  R. M O O R E , 8 2 . Lake  
W o rth , Fla., Apr. 21. S urv ivo rs : w ife , M ary 
Jane; so n s , M a rlin , C a rlton ; th re e  g ra n d ­
ch ild ren .

R O B E R T  L. N A S H , 7 0 , R io  R a n c h o , 
N .M e x ., A p r. 1 7 . S u rv iv o rs :  w ife , A n n ; 
daugh te rs , Roxie H am ilton , R oberta  Lynne 
W a ld o : son , P aul; th re e  g ra n d d a u g h te rs ; 
fo u r  g randch ild ren ; m o the r, A ud rey Nash.

AR N O LD  E. NICKERSO N. SR.. 64 , B el­
to n , M o ., A p r. 23. S u rv iv o rs : w ife , E liza ­
be th ; son , A rn o ld . J r .; d a u g h te rs , D onna  
H enderson, Pam ela M enefee; tw o  b ro thers; 
one s is ter; one g randdaughter.

JOHN H. OVERM AN. 70. A m a rillo , Tex. 
S u rv iv o rs : w ife , A ud rey ; d a u g h te rs . D o ris  
Flinn, D o ro thy B ritting ; th ree  g randch ild ren .

ESTHER PRICE. 69 , V isa lia , C a lif., Apr. 
24. S urv ivo rs : sons, Herm an, A llen, Tom ; 1 
s is ter; 10 g randch ild ren .

D AVID  S C H M ID T , 74 . S u b le tte . Kans., 
M ay 24 . s u rv iv o rs :  w ife , M a rg a re t; son , 
Edw in; daugh te r, Carol W h ite ; th ree  g ra n d ­
sons; one b ro ther: tw o  sis ters .

J . M A R IE  PEE R Y  S H IF F L E T T , 7 0 , 
N ashville , T enn.. M ay 18. S u rv iv o rs : h u s ­
b an d , S te w a r t : d a u g h te r , P r is c illa  “ P at" 
(M rs . J o h n )  S ta p le s : d a u g h te rs - in - la w , 
D olores S h iffle tt, Joan Flory; five  g ra n d c h il­
d ren; tw o  g re a t-g randch ild ren ; fo u r  s isters; 
tw o  b ro thers.

IR W IN  ALBERT SILFIES, 102, P alm erton. 
Pa. S urv ivo rs : w ife , M attie  M ayer S ilfies.

H U LD A S IM P SO N , Santa  Y sabel. Calif., 
88, Mar. 11. S urv ivo rs : son, Dave; d augh ­
te rs . E lsie P itta m , M a rio n  O’C o nn o r, C a r­
o lyn  K im b e ll; 20  g ra n d c h ild re n ; 26  g re a t­
g randch ild ren .

ANNE SU M M ER S, 72, M esa, A riz., May
8. S urv ivo rs : husband. George; son, George 
III; daugh te r, Beth Ann Hensley; one sister; 
tw o  b ro the rs ; fo u r  g randch ild ren .

D W IG H T  W . W O R C E S T E R , 9 5 . G la d ­
s tone , M o ., M ay 9 S u rv iv o rs : dau g h te rs . 
Betty F rohock, Rose Elaine Speakes; sons, 
Dale. Edward; s tepdaugh te r, W ilm a  Larson; 
10 g ra n d c h ild re n ; 1 s te p -g ra n d s o n ; 16 
g re a t-g ra n d c h ild re n ; 2 g re a t-g re a t-g ra n d - 
ch ild ren ; 1 b ro ther.

REV. ORVIL T. W RIGHT. 69, p as to r o f 40 
years: P otos i. M o.. Apr. 22 S u rv ivo rs : w ife. 
T rudy ; son, David: daugh te rs , Joyce  (M rs . 
Loren) Reames, Jam s (M rs . Denis) Chizum , 
Barbara (M r. W a lte r) Sheets; 3 b ro the rs ; 10 
g randch ild ren .

T H E LM A  ID A  Y O U N G . 9 0 , H o rs e s h o e  
Bend, A rk.. Apr. 20. S urv ivo rs : sons, M a r­
v in , W ayne, G lenn, Lynn; 14 g randch ild ren ; 
3 5  g re a t- g r a n d c h i ld r e n ;  4 g re a t-g re a t-  
g randch ild ren .

Births
to  ROGER AND LINDA (KIRBY) ALEXAN­

DER. O verland  Park, Kans.. a boy , Logan 
Clark, Apr. 6

to  NEAL AND CRYSTAL AUCKER, Selins- 
grove, Pa., a boy, N icha los Shea. Apr. 29

to  JER R Y AND JU LIE  (KITC H E N ) BAY- 
LESS, Lew isv ille , Tex., a g ir l, Jessica  M arie , 
A pr. 24

to  JEFF AND KAREN COOK, S e linsgrove , 
Pa., a g irl, A lliso n  Rachel. M ay 1 

to  JEFFREY A N D  JA N IC E  (S IM P S O N ) 
DANCE, B irm in g ha m . Ala., a g ir l, E m ily  Eliz­
abeth, June  2 

to  R A N D Y  A N D  C IN D Y  (L E C K IE )  
E H R L IC H , W ic h i ta ,  K a n s . , a g i r l ,  A m y  
Rachelle, M ay 17 

to  REV. M ARK AND M ICHELLE FOWLER, 
C o lum bus, O hio, a g irl, N ico le  Gail, M ay 10 

to  TROY AND CATHY HERROLD, S e lin s­
g rove , Pa., a boy, Adam  Patrick, M ar. 18 

to  JO EL A N D  TRACI IR V IN , C o lu m b u s  
AFB, M iss., a boy. Tanner Blake. M ar. 3 

to  M A R K  AND RENESSA (C AR D W E LL) 
KLIN K, D odson , Tex., a boy, B ro d ie  Cale, 
Apr. 22

to  REV. B R A D Y  A N D  TE R ES A  (K IN G ) 
LANE. Laure l. M iss., a boy, B en jam in C ur­
tis , Dec. 9

to  REV. K IM  A N D  T A M I (M c K E N Z IE ) 
LAX S O N , C o lu m b ia , M o ., a boy , L an d o n  
Zane, Apr. 7 

to  M E L A N D  KAREN (LA N G W O R T H Y ) 
P IERCE, A r l in g to n , T e x ., a g ir l .  M o rg a n  
Leigh, M ay 26 

to  SCOTT AND BETTY SCHOLL, S e lin s ­
g rove , Pa., a boy, Cody S co tt, M ay 21 

to  BRIAN AND M ICHELLE (CHAPARRO) 
SH O C K LEE , A u s t in ,  T e x ., a b o y , A u s t in  
James

to  D A LE  A N D  M E L IS S A  (F E R R E L L ) 
T U R N E R , S u m te r ,  S C . ,  a g i r l ,  R a c h e l 
Denise, Apr. 3 

to  CLAIR AND LISA  W ALLS , Selinsgrove , 
Pa., a g irl, K atelynn Elizabeth, Jan. 20 

to  W A Y D E  A N D  B R E N D A  W A L T E R . 
S e linsgrove , Pa., a boy, Nathan R obert

Marriages
L IN D A  M A R IE  B A S L E R  A N D  S C O T T  

A N THONY STARGEL at Kansas C ity , M o., 
M ar. 20

S ILA  M. BOZARTH AND REV. GEORGE 
M. W ILSON at M ed fo rd , Oreg , M ay 29 

JE N IFE R  G A M B LE  A N D  R A N D Y  C O R ­
NELIUS at B edford , Ohio, June  5 

GOLDIE M cC O LLU M  AND JOHN AD AM S  
at H orseshoe  Bend, A rk ., Apr. 23 

LAURI ELIZABETH M ELTON AND DOU­
GLAS LEE HOKE at S e lin sg ro ve , Pa., M ay 
22

T A M A R A  LEANN SHEARER AN D  D EN ­
NIS SM ITH  at Kansas City, M o., M ay 21 

S T AC E Y  JA Y N E  S N Y D E R  A N D  SEAN 
RAYMOND RUCH at S e linsgrove , Pa., M ay 
11

L A U R A  M . S T A R E  A N D  G E R A L D  L. 
MARIETTA at D ecatur. III., June 26 

P A U L A  W E G E N K E  A N D  R A N D Y  
THO M AS, at H orseshoe  Bend, A rk ., Feb. 14

Anniversaries
REV. AND M RS. M AR VIN  COOK, Nampa, 

Id a h o , c e le b ra te d  th e i r  5 0 th  w e d d in g  
ann ive rsa ry  June  20. They have tw o  sons 
and seven g randch ild ren .

PETER AND CONSTANCE DICKSON, Bed­
fo rd , O hio , ce lebra ted  th e ir  50 th  w e dd in g  
ann ive rsary June 5 w ith  a renewal o f vow s. 
They have seven ch ild re n , e igh t g ra n d c h il­
dren, and one g rea t-g randdaugh te r 

R E V. A N D  M R S . G LE N N  R. E V A N S , 
B ou rbonnais , III., ce lebrated th e ir  50th  w ed ­
d in g  a n n iv e rs a ry  rec en tly . They have tw o  
daugh te rs , tw o  sons, and s ix  g ra n d ch ild re n .

REV. AND M R S. R U SSELL R. HARRIS, 
Y ukon , Okla., ce lebrated th e ir  50 th  w edd ing

ann ive rsa ry  A pr. 18. They have tw o  daugh­
te rs  and th ree  g ra n d ch ild re n .

K E N N E T H  A N D  A S T R ID  HORNER. 
Racine, W is., ce lebra ted  th e ir  65th  wedding 
a n n iv e rs a ry  w ith  an open  house  May 29. 
They have 3 ch ild re n , 11 g randch ild ren, and 
23  g re a t-g ran d ch ild re n .

REV. AN D  M R S . W ES LEY  POOL cee- 
b ra te d  th e ir  5 0 th  w e d d in g  a n n iv e rs a ry  
recen tly . The P ools have served in the pas­
to ra te  fo r  50  years. They have 4 daughters 
and 11 g ra n d ch ild re n .

C H A R LE S  A N D  G LA D Y S  W EST, Okla­
hom a  City, Okla., ce lebra ted  th e ir  50th wed­
d ing  a nn ive rsa ry  Feb. 26. The W ests have 
tw o  sons and s ix  g randch ild ren  

REV. A N D  M R S . J. L. (JA C K ) W 0 0 L - 
M AN , T u ttle , Okla., recen tly  celebrated their 
60 th  w e dd ing  a nn ive rsa ry  w ith  a reception. 
The  W o o lm a n s  have  tw o  d a u g h te rs , five 
g ra n d ch ild re n , and s ix  g reat-grandch ild ren

FOR THE RECORD 
Moving Ministers
ARLEN B. ANKLE, fro m  A tw ood , Kans., to 

S co tt C ity, Kans.
D O N N ELL R. A R M S T R O N G , fro m  Aiken.

S.C., to  S h in n s to n . W .Va.
M AR K H. BAER, to  pas to r, Havre, Mont. 
R IC H AR D  D. BEC KH AM , to  pas to r, R ich­

m ond  (Ky.) F irst 
R O B E R T  S. B L A C K , to  p a s to r ,  W h ite  

S p rin gs  (Fla.) Suw annee River 
M AR K W  BROW N, fro m  associa te , Owego.

N.Y., to  associa te , Bethany (Okla.) First 
T H O M A S  L. COOK, f r o m  p a s to r , L ilbu rn  

(Ga.) Parkv iew  C om m un ity , to  associate, 
A tlanta  (Ga.) First 

RODGER DEVORE, fro m  H am pton. V a„ to 
A sh land  (Ky .) F irst 

IR W IN  F. EDW ARDS, fro m  M cLouth, Kans., 
to  Kansas C ity (M o .) Bethel Glen 

PATRICIA A. GLOVER, fro m  associate, Day­
ton , Ky., to  pas to r, B urlin g ton , Ky. 

D ANIEL E. GRAY, fro m  Rocky Ford, Colo., 
to  D e n v e r (C o lo .)  C o tto n w o o d  Lakes 
B oulevard

C H A R LE S  H A R G E N R A D ER , fro m  pastor. 
B ritis h  Is les S ou th , to  pasto r. Lake City 
(Fla.) T r in ity  

L. LEE H A R T, f ro m  a s s o c ia te , Centralia , 
W ash , to  associa te , H u tch inson  (Kans.) 
F irst

ROBERT A. HODGES, fro m  associate, Apple 
V a lley, Calif., to  pas to r, W h ite fish , Mont. 

T H O M A S  JA C KS O N , fro m  e vange lism  to 
pas to r, K en tucky H eigh ts . Ky 

M E LV IN  D. JU STIC E, fro m  evangelism  to 
pasto r, S arasota  (Fla.) T rin itv  

LARRY H. LEW IS, fro m  Fort M organ, Colo., 
to  G reeley (C olo .) F irst 

J IM M Y  J. L Y N C H , f r o m  A lb u g u e rg u e  
(N .M e x .)  L o s  A lto s ,  to  F o rt M organ. 
Colo

KENNETH M A R TIN , JR ., to  pastor, Greenup 
(Ky.) Lloyd 

STEPHEN M ERKI, fro m  Sunnyvale. Calif .to  
W a ld o rf (M d .) Sain t Charles City 

JA M E S  D. M IL L E R , fr o m  R ock Springs, 
W yo., to  S idney, M ont.

GREGORY L. NEER, fro m  Clare, M ich., to 
Kahspell, M ont.

E D W IN  L. NELSO N, to  p a s to r. Marianna, 
Fla.

CHADRON R. ORTON, fro m  Redding (Calif.)
Lake Boulevard, to  Rock Springs, Wyo. 

W IL L IA M  G “ C H IP ” P E R K IN S , fro m  
C o lum bus, Kans.. to  DuQuoin, III.

E. JACK POW ERS, fro m  C o rde lia  (Calif.)
C rossw inds , to  S p rin g fie ld  (M o.) First 

GEORGE C. PRENTICE, fro m  Pratt. Kans.,

40 H e r a l d  or H o l in e s s



NEWS OF RELIGION
THOUSANDS MARCH FOR JESUS
March for Jesus, the United Kingdom initiated movement 
that brings the church into the streets, surrounded the globe 
June 12. An estimated 1.3 million Christians in 40 nations 
joined the March for Jesus.

The marches ranged in size from 50,000 in Brasilia, to 
small village-sized events across the U.K. and North Ameri­
ca. Six marches in Japan drew more than 5,000 Christians, 
and over a million people marched in the U.S. alone.

More than 60,000 Christians marched in 314 locations 
throughout the U.K.

March for Jesus, which combines street celebration with 
prayer for the world, started in 1987 when four London- 
based churches called for a march of prayer that drew 
15.000 people.

SCOUTS CAN KEEP “DUTY TO GOD” IN OATH
The Boy Scouts can deny membership to those who are 
unwilling to subscribe to the Scout oath, including its pledge 
to do one’s “duty to God,” a Chicago appeals court ruled 
recently. The 2-1 ruling by a panel from the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit said civil rights law does 
not require the Boy Scouts to admit agnostics or atheists, 
since the group is a private organization.

The decision comes in a case involving a 10-year-old boy 
whose father refused to let him recite the organization’s 
pledge.

A similar ruling in California is being appealed, and 
another Chicago-area atheist is seeking to bar the Boy 
Scouts from activities in publicly funded schools.

to  F a rm ing ton , Ark.
SCOTT E. SHARPES, fro m  L ive  Oak., Fla., 

to  M o n tice llo , Fla.
B R A D L E Y  S T O C K T O N , f r o m  s tu d e n t ,  

Nazarene T heo lo g ic a l S em in a ry , Kansas 
C ity , M o ., to  p a s to r , B o n n e r S p r in g s , 
Kans.

JOE SUTHERLAND. SR., fro m  Fairfie ld , III., 
to  M acc lenny . Fla.

HARLEY 0 . “ B U TC H ” SUTTON, to  pas to r, 
K issee M ills  (M o .) Ozark Chapel 

B E N J A M IN  T U R N E R , f r o m  S c o t t  C ity ,  
Kans., to  S ub le tte , Kans.

RONALD D. VAN WEY, fro m  M isso u ri Val­
ley, Iow a, to  M enom on ie . W is.

A N T H O N Y  P. V O H A R , f r o m  a s s o c ia te ,  
Pataskala. O hio, to  pas to r, D ublin , Ohio 

ROBERT L W A LLS , to  L ow e ll, M ich. 
R A N D A LL  K. W E L L S , f ro m  E aton  (O h io ) 

F irst, to  M iam i (Fla.) Central 
DONALD B. W ILB ER , to  pas to r, Cheyenne 

(W yo.) F irst 
R IC H A R D  A . W R IG H T , f r o m  p a s to r ,  

B e lle v ille  ( I I I . )  E m m a n u e l, to  s tu d e n t, 
O livet Nazarene U n ive rs ity , Kankakee, III.

Announcements
I0LA (KANS.) CHURCH w ill ce lebra te  its 

80 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  S ep t. 5. The 1 0 :30  a.m . 
se rv ic e  w i l l  be fo llo w e d  by  d in n e r  and  a 
2 :3 0  p .m . c e le b ra tio n . A ll fo rm e r  p as to rs , 
m em bers, and fr ie n d s  are inv ited . For fu r ­
th e r  in fo rm a tio n , c o n ta c t P.O . B ox 6 2 4 , 
lo la . KS 6 6749 , o r  phone  (3 1 6 -3 6 5 -3 9 8 3  
o r 365 -5 39 3 ).

YORK (N EB .) FIRST CHURCH w ill ce le ­
b ra te  its  8 0 th  a n n iv e r s a ry  S e p t. 1 -1 2 . 
Friends are inv ite d . S pecia l se rv ice s  beg in  
w ith  a co n ce rt For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , w rite  
Rev. S teve S w anson , 11th  S t. and Beaver 
Ave.. Y ork , NE 6 8 4 6 7  o r phone (4 0 2 -3 6 2 - 
5415).

WASHINGTON, D C ., FIRST CHURCH w ill 
ce lebrate  its  75th  ann ive rsa ry  Oct. 8 -10 . For 
deta ils o f events, c o n ta c t S heila W illia m s  at 
the ch u rc h , 4401 16th  St. N .W ., W a sh in g ­
ton , DC 2 0011 , o r  phone (301 -4 3 9 -1 7 0 9 ).

JACKSONVILLE (F L A .) F IR ST CHURCH  
w ill ce lebrate  its  75th  ann ive rsa ry  Oct. 23- 
24. M em bers  and fr ie n d s  o f the  ch u rc h  are 
invited. For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , co n ta c t Rev. 
R ichard W agner, 7010  R am ona B lvd., Jack­
s o n v ille , FL 3 2 2 0 5 , o r  p h o n e  (9 0 4 -7 8 1  - 
4343 o r  7 81 -7 49 6 ).

EAGLE (IDAHO) CHURCH w ill ce lebra te  its 
70th  a n n iv e rs a ry  S ep t. 19. F o rm e r m e m ­
bers. p a s to rs , and  f r ie n d s  a re  in v ite d . A 
co v e re d -d is h  d in n e r w il l  fo l lo w  th e  10:30  
a.m . se rv ice . The 6 p .m . se rv ice  w ill fea ture  
special m u s ic  and a pie soc ia l. For fu rth e r 
in fo rm a tio n , c o n ta c t the pas to r, Bill Russe ll, 
at 208 -939 -0661  

FAITH (BURBANK, CALIF.) CHURCH (fo r 
m e rly  F irs t C h u rch ) w ill ce lebra te  its  65th  
ann ive rsa ry Oct. 3. For fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n , 
con tac t th e  ch u rc h  at 505  S. 6 th  St., B u r­
bank, CA 91501, o r  phone (8 1 8 -8 4 8 -5 0 0 0 ).

DAYTON (OHIO) CENTRAL CHURCH w ill 
ce lebra te  its  50 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  Oct. 3. The 
10 a.m . se rv ice  w ill be fo llo w e d  by d inne r 
and a 2 p .m . m u s ic  service. A ll fo rm e r pas­
to rs . m em bers, and fr ie n d s  are inv ited. For 
m o re  in fo rm a t io n ,  p h o n e  th e  c h u rc h  at 
513 -2 28 -6 58 9 .

O K LA H O M A  C IT Y  (O K L A .) S H IE LD S  
CHURCH w ill ce lebra te  its  50 th  ann ive rsa ry  
Sept. 1 0 -1 2 . F o rm e r p a s to rs  w il l  p a r t ic i­
pate. A ll fo r m e r  p a s to rs , m e m b e rs , and 
fr ie n d s  a re  in v ite d . For m o re  in fo rm a tio n , 
con tact the  ch u rc h  at 4 4 1 8  S. S h ie lds B lvd., 
O klahom a C ity, OK 73129, o r  phone  (40 5 - 
632 -1358 )

ERLANGER (K Y .) CHURCH w ill ce lebra te

its  4 0 th  a n n iv e rs a ry  O ct. 17  w ith  spec ia l 
se rv ices  at 10 :45  a .m . and 2 :3 0  p .m . For­
m e r p a s to rs , m e m b e rs , a nd  fr ie n d s  are 
in v ite d  For m ore  in fo rm a tio n , c o n ta c t the 
c h u rc h  a t 21 S h o rt H ill L n „  E rlange r, KY 
41018 , o r phone (6 0 6 -3 4 1 -8 4 5 0 ).

Moving Missionaries
A D A M S , M IS S  B E T H . M a la w i,  F ie ld  

A d d r e s s :  P .O . B o x  5 5 6 6 , L im b e , 
M ALAW I

A N D R U S , DR. PAU L and  BERNICE, Field 
A dd re ss : A p a rta d o  114 5 , B a rq u is im e to  
3 0 0 1 -A, VENEZUELA 

A S H F O R D , M R . JA M E S  and  C A N D AC E . 
Ecuador, Regional O ffice, Field A ddresss: 
Casilla 1 7 -1 1 -0 4 9 64 , Q uito, ECUADOR 

BARKER, REV. TERRY and DIANE, P h ilip ­
p ines, Field A ddress: P.O. Box 14, 2600  
Baguio C ity, PHILIPPINES 

B E N S C 0 T E R , M R . D A N A  a nd  M IR T Z A . 
H onduras , F urlough  A ddress: Rte. 1, Box 
132, Lapwai, ID 83540  

B0RG ER, M IS S  PAM , Papua New G uinea, 
Field A ddress: P.O. Box 456 , M t. Hagen, 
W HP, PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

BROM LEY, M RS. M ARGARET, Papua New 
G u inea , N ew  A d d re s s : 3 A ko ra  S tree t, 
F lacks  C reek, Q ue e ns lan d  4 1 2 7 , A U S ­
TR ALIA

BROW NING , M R. L IN D ELL and KAY, Holy 
Land . F ie ld  A d d re s s : P.O. B ox 1 9 4 2 6 , 
91193  Je rusa lem . ISRAEL 

B R U N K, M R . KEVIN and  JO AN , E cuado r, 
S A M  R e g io n a l O ff ic e , F ie ld  A d d re s s : 
Casilla  1 7 -1 1 -0 4 9 64 , Q uito, ECUADOR 

CAUTHRON, DR. HAL and NANCY, A frica  
N a z a re n e  T h e o lo g ic a l C o lle g e , F ie ld  
A d d re s s : P.O. Box 3 08 3 , 2 0 4 0  H oney- 
dew, REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 

C O U R TNEY-SM ITH, M IS S  FRANCES, A frica  
M in is tr ie s  C o u n c il, F ield A dd re ss : P.O. 
B o x  2 1 , 0 8 7 0  L e ta b a . R E P U B L IC  OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 

CROFFORD, REV. DAVID and CINDY, Haiti, 
Field A ddress: c /o  MFI, P.O. Box 15665, 
W est Palm  Beach, FL 33406  

D O W N S, DR. D A VID  and  SU SA N . K orea, 
F urlough  A ddress: 7004  N. S hore line  Dr., 
O klahom a C ity, OK 73132 

D U N N , DR. R O BE R T a nd  C O N N IE , A u s ­
tra lia , Field A ddress: 40  W o od la nd s  Dr., 
T h o rn la n d s , Q u e e n s la n d  4 1 6 4 , A U S ­
TR ALIA

F IR E S T O N E , M R . B R A D  a n d  N A N C Y , 
D o m in ica n  R epub lic , Language S choo l: 
Escuela de Id io m as  Costa  Rica, Aparfado  
2 50 -2 01 0 , San Jose, COSTA RICA 

FLE M M IN G . DR DEAN, P h ilip p in e s , Field 
A ddress: APNTS, O rtigas Avenue Exten­
s io n , K a y t ik l in g ,  T a y ta y , 1 9 2 0  R iz a l, 
PH ILIPPINES 

G ARDE, M IS S  AR LEN E. C osta  R ica, F u r­
lough  A ddress: 242 2  P ioneer Dr., Belo it, 
W l 53511

GLASSCO, REV. GARY and L IN D A. Papua 
N ew  G u in e a , F ie ld  A d d re s s : P.O . B ox 
3 7 6 , M t. H a g e n , W H P , P A P U A  NEW  
GUINEA

GUANG, DR. ALBERTO and L ILL IA M , M ex i­
co , F ie ld  A d d re s s : A p a r ta d o  2 2 -6 9 0 , 
14000  T la lpan, M exico , D.F., MEXICO 

HANE, M R . D AVID  and K IM , P h ilip p in e s , 
R egional O ffice, Field A ddress: P.O. Box 
1 7 9 . 1 5 0 2  G re e n h il ls .  M e tro  M a n ila . 
P h ilipp ines

H O S K IN S , R E V. M A R T IN  a n d  D E B B IE . 
Venezuela, New Field A ddress: Apartado  
132 , San A n to n io  de lo s  A lto s , 1204 -A  
VENEZUELA 

JA Y , M IS S  K ATH Y, S w a z ila n d , S ta te s id e  
A d d re s s : P.O . B ox  3 5 1 , H a v ila n d , KS

67059
JO H N S T O N , REV. T R E VO R  a nd  M A R Y , 

M a r t in iq u e ,  F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : 8 1 0 5  
Palm er Ave. N.E., Lew isv ille . OH 44641 

JO N ES , M IS S  KAR EN , E u ra s ia  R e g io n a l 
O ffice, Furlough A ddress: 307 F isher St., 
A thens, TN 37303 

KETCHUM, REV. TERYL and KATHY, Haiti. 
Field A ddress: c /o  MFI, P.O. Box 15665, 
W e st Palm  Beach, FL 33406  

LEUPP, DR RODERICK and STEPHANIE. 
P h ilipp ines, Field A ddress: APNTS, O rti­
gas Avenue E xtension, K ay tik ling , Taytay, 
1920 Rizal, PHILIPPINES 

M cC A R T Y , D R. M IC H A E L  a nd  R A C H EL. 
Tha iland, Field A ddress: 163 Soi 4 Seri 6, 
R a m k h a m h a e n g  2 6 . B a n g k o k  1 0 2 5 0 , 
THAILAND

M cC O Y, DR. B IL L  and M A R S H A , S w a z i­
la n d . S ta te s id e  A d d re s s : 4 0 2 0  O liv e  
H w y „ O roville , CA 95966  

M IL L E R , R E V. H IL B E R T  a nd  N O R M A . 
A frica  M in is tr ie s  C ouncil, Field Address: 
c/o  A frica  R egional O ffice, P.O. Box 44, 
1 7 1 0  F lo r id a , R E P U B L IC  OF S O U TH  
AFRICA

O V A N D O , R EV. S A M U E L  a nd  EVE LYN  
M exico , Field A ddress: A pa rtado  6 -118 . 
G u a d a la ja ra , J a l is c o ,  4 4 6 0 0  M e x ic o . 
MEXICO

POLLARD, DR. T IM  and JOYCE, Swaziland, 
S ta te s id e  A d d r e s s :  P .O . B o x  1 4 4 7 , 
Seward, AK 99664 

R E N S B E R R Y , REV. D U AN E and  L IN D A , 
C o s ta  R ica , F u r lo u g h  A d d re s s : 3 6 1 6  
K ing S e ttlem ent R d „ A lpena, M l 49707

R IC H , R E V. D W IG H T  a nd  C A R O L Y N , 
E cuador, F urlough  A ddress: 815  N. 7 th 
St., Neodesha. KS 66757 

R IG G LE . M IS S  M A R Y L O U . C o s ta  R ica . 
Field Address: Apartado  3 977 -1000 . San 
Jose. COSTA RICA 

S A R M IE N T 0 , REV. C H RISTIAN and M AR- 
GIT, Ecuador, Field A ddress: Casilla 17- 
11-05027 , Q uito, ECUADOR 

S IE R R A . R EV. R A M O N  a n d  B LA N C A . 
A rg e n tin a , New  Field A d d re ss : C asilla  
154, 1629 P ilar, Buenos A ires, ARGENTI­
NA

S T 0 T L E R , R E V. D A LE  a n d  P A T R IC IA , 
L e s o th o , F ie ld  A d d re s s : P.O . B ox  75, 
1381 K la s e r ie . R E P U B L IC  OF SOUTH 
AFRICA

S W A N S O N , D R . D W IG H T  a nd  K A T H Y , 
E uropean Nazarene B ib le  C ollege , F u r­
lo u g h  A d d re s s : 1 2 5 6  B r is t le c o n e  PI 
Loveland, CO 80538 

W E S L E Y , R E V. D A V ID  a nd  G L Y N D A , 
Ecuador Field A dd ress : C asilla  17-11 - 
04964 , Q uito, ECUADOR 

W EST, REV. LARRY and PHYLLIS , Indone­
s ia . F ie ld  A d d re s s ,  P .O . B o x  1 0 7 5 . 
Yogyakarfa  55001 , INDONESIA 

W HITED, M R. J IM  and KATHY. Swaziland, 
S ta te s id e  A d d re s s : 6 0 3  P a lm e tto  PL, 
W in te r Haven FL 3 3880 -1132  

W IL L IA M S , REV JAM ES and KAYE. Hong 
K ong , Field A dd re ss : K o rn h ill, S u ite  J. 
202, HONGKONG
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AND CAN IT BE?
enjoy home weddings. The 
one at M argaret’s was no 
exception. For it was at her 

beautiful country home that we 
first met Earl and Bernice Iler, 
proud grandparents of the 
groom. The llers were propri­
etors of the well-known “Iler's 
Orchard," the best place in our 
county for fresh fruit and w on­
derful fresh pressed sweet cider. 
Earl and I talked for a long time 
after the ceremony, and they left 
with an unsolicited promise, 
"W hen we return in the spring, 
we will see you in church!” A 
few days later, they went west to 
Phoenix for the winter.

One day the next spring, a 
phone call informed me that they

by William Tibbetts

were home indeed. But 78-year- 
old Earl had suffered a major 
stroke. He was lying in a deep 
com a in a Lansing hospital.

As 1 stood by Earl’s bedside, 1 
felt impressed to present the 
steps o f  salvation from the p am ­
phlet Life Can Have Meaning, 
which was tucked in my Bible. 
Then I said a simple prayer that 
Earl would be saved and that he 
would recover from his stroke.

And recover he did. Therapy 
was tough, but in a few weeks, 
with the aid of crutch and brace, 
Earl was on his feet. To my 
amazement, this man, formerly 
described by a friend as “wicked 
as wicked can be,” was now a 
new man in Christ.

I asked Earl when the change 
had taken place. His reply—  
“W hen you prayed for m e in the 
hospital!” Deep in a coma, he 
could not move, see, or speak. 
But som ehow he had heard the 
“still, small voice” o f  Jesus, call­
ing him to salvation through the 
s inner's  prayer voiced in his be­
half. In the m onths that followed. 
E arl’s new life in Christ was ob­
vious to all.

As a dog breeder, Earl has 
many ribbons and trophies be­
side his bed, reminding him of 
his winning Beagles. But in my 
mind, he him self is a trophy of 
G o d ’s grace, grace so amazing it 
can redeem a person— though 
trapped in a coma. ^

N  W  M  S

The mission of the Nazarene World 

Mission Society is to mirror the 

character and purpose of God in 

proclaiming His gospel to all the 

peoples of the world— through 

prayer, education, involvement, and 

giving by the total church

1. To encourage people lo pray for all efforts of world 

evangelization

2. To inform people of the world’s needs and what the 
Church is doing to meet those needs

d. To challenge children and youth to keep their lives 
available to God’s will

4. To raise funds for mission outreach

Do You H ave  a  F r ie n d  o r  L o v ed  
O n e  S e r v in g  in  t h e  M il it a r y ? 

D o n ’t  Le t  Y o u r  S e r v ic e m e m b e r  
“ Fa ll  T h r o u g h  t h e  C r a c k s .”

CaH
to report new names and addresses 
and changes of address. We will send 
our quarterly newsletter, UNDER 
ORDERS, and notify a nearby pas 
tor and/or chaplain for follow up.

CHAPLAINCY MINISTRIES
6401 The Paseo, Kansas City, MO 64131

■ f  ■ - ‘
' . ’ . . ’
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I nto the Word

Foundations o f the Faith in Philippians

The Best Gift of All
ROGER L. HAHN

Roger L. Hahn teaches New Testament 
at Southern Nazarene University

For on behalf o f  Christ it has been 
graciously given to you, not only to 
believe in Him but also to suffer on 
His behalf (Phi 1 ippians 1:29).*

G iv in g  g if t s  is  a n  a r t . The ability 
to pick just the right gift that can 
bring joy and fulfillment is not easily 
learned. As a child, 1 went through a 
period in which 1 gave my brother the 
Christmas gifts 1 most wanted for 
myself. I could either borrow them 
from him or trade for them— or just 
take them if that became necessary. 
Seeing the same pattern in my chil­
dren makes me hope that such a self- 
centered approach is just a sign of 
immaturity in gift giving. The wide­
spread complaints of wives about 
their husbands’ gift selection shows 
that one doesn't automatically grow 
out of purely practical thinking about 
gifts. Mature growth in gift giving 
should lead to gifts that bring out the 
best in the recipient and should bind 
giver and receiver together. G od’s 
gifts to us accomplish both of those 
purposes, though we don’t always 
recognize that fact.

Philippians 1:20 describes one of 
the strangest gifts that God gives.
Paul states that God had graciously 
granted the Philippians the gift of suf­
fering on behalf of Christ. Suffering 
is not our idea of a good gift. For

Paul to describe suffering for Christ 
as a privilege that God graciously 
gives sounds worse than a new wash­
ing machine for an anniversary pres­
ent. However, Paul viewed suffering 
for Christ as a gift as valuable as the 
gift of faith.

We find it easy to think of believ­
ing in Christ as a gracious gift from 
God. The benefits of believing in 
Christ are easy for us to add up. A 
home in heaven, eternal life, peace in 
this life, and "the right way to live” 
are blessings that we are glad to re­
ceive. Believing in Christ sounds like 
a great gift to us because it brings us 
things we want. It is harder for us to 
think of suffering for Christ as a great 
gift because we focus on the painful 
process of suffering rather than on the 
beneficial results. Paul saw suffering 
for Christ bringing things he wanted 
into his life. With that perspective, it 
was easier for him to consider suffer­
ing for Christ as a gift 
that God had gracious­
ly given.

Paul never consid­
ered suffering pleasant.
He took no pleasure in 
pain for the sake of 
pain. Philippians 1:30, 
however, shows that he 
was thinking of his 
own imprisonment 
here. Philippians 1:12 
shows that Paul knew 
that his imprisonment 
had contributed to the advance of the 
gospel. He would have agreed with 1 
Peter 2:19-20, that suffering for your 
own wrongdoing brings no credit.
But unfair suffering for the gospel al­
ways ends up promoting the gospel. 
For Paul, that was a gracious gift 
from God. Philippians 3:10 speaks of 
the fellowship (or sharing) of Christ's 
suffering. Paul also understood that 
suffering for Christ is a powerful ex­

pression o f  our union with Christ. 
Thus, suffering provided Paul with 
the opportunity to become more 
Christlike. That was a blessing he 
wanted and so it was easier for him to 
see suffering as a gift from God.

The gift of suffering for Christ has 
all the characteristics of being a great 
gift, though we seldom see it that 
way. It has the potential of advancing 
the gospel and of enabling us to enter 
more fully into the life of Christ. 
Thus, our joy and fulfillment are 
products of suffering for Christ. Suf­
fering for Christ enables us to be­
come more Christlike and to enter in­
to and to share the very heart of God. 
Suffering for the sake of Christ brings 
us benefits that we want, creates joy 
and fulfillment, and binds us closer to 
Christ. Who could ask for a better 
gift?

For further study: (I)  Read H e­
brews 12:1-13 and I Peter 2:19-25. 
How do these passages on suffering 
contribute to your understanding o f

Philippians 1:29? (2) Read Romans 
6:1-14: Colossians 2:20—-3:17; and  
Philippians 3:7-11. What insight into 
Paul's understanding o f  union with 
Christ comes from  these passages?  
How does it apply to Philippians 
1:29? (3) Ask the Lord to help you 
grow spiritually to the point that you 
understand suffering fo r  Christ as a
g ift■
‘Scripture quotations are the author’s own translation.

If you think a new washing 
machine is a perfect wedding 
anniversary gift, please raise 
your hand.
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Evangelists’ S lates

A P P L E B Y , R O B E R T  R .: F o rt W orth . TX iH a lto m  
C ity), Sept. 6-12; G ulfport, TX (F irst), 28— Oct. 
3 ; Jackson , M S (First). 5 -10; Houlka. MS, 12-17; 
Jeffe rson  C ity, MO, 20-24 

TH E A R M S T R O N G S -L E O N  A ND LINDA: Erie, IL, 
S ep t. 7 -12 ; R antou l, IL, 14-19 ; S m ith ton , PA, 
21-26; H awesville, KY, O ct. 5 -10; Lou isville , KY 
(F ree w a y ), 12-17 ; K an ka kee , IL  (L im e s ton e ), 
19-24; B icknell, IN, 26-31 

BA G G ETT, D A LL A S  W .: S cottsboro, AL, Sept. ID- 
12: B irm ingham , AL (Huffm an), 19: Sum iton, AL 
(C o m m u n ity ) ,  2 6 ; L e x in g to n , K Y  (E a s tla n d  
Park), Oct. 6-10: M adison, A L  (F irst), 17 

BA K ER. R ICHA RD C.: Fairm ont, W V (First), Sept.
7 -12; A lbany, GA (F irst), 14-19: M ount M orris, 
PA, Oct. 12-17*: Nashville , TN  (B lakem ore), 19- 
24; Decatur, AL (Larkw ood), 26-31 

B A LL A R D , R O N A LD  K.: M illing ton , TN , Sept. 26 
and Oct. 1

B E L Z E R , D A V E  A N D  B A R B A R A : C o v e . AR 
(P leasan t G rove), Sept. 15-19: Fargo, OK. 21- 
26; S nyder, OK, 28— O ct. 3: Antigo, W l. 5 -10; 
M onroe. W l, 12-17: Lee 's  Sum m it, MO (First). 
19-24: Am arillo , T X  (North Beacon), 26-31 

BEN D ER , T IM — THE TIM  B ENDER FAM ILY: M on­
te re y ,  T N , S ep t. 7 -1 2 ; H a rts e lle , A L  (F irs t) ,
14-19: Tu llahom a , TN  (W ests ide ), 21-26 ; Ind i­
a napo lis , IN (Law rence ), 28— O ct. 3: H a ge rs ­
tow n, IN, 5-10: C lavert, AL, 12-17; Lenoir City. 
TN  (W hite  W ing ), 19-24 ; C a m b rid ge  C ity , IN, 
27-31

B E N S O N , M IC H A E L  W ,: D ayton , OH (P arkv iew ), 
Sept. 3-4 ; C la rksv ille , TN  (F irs t), 7 -12; M artin, 
TN  (G reen  T ree ), 15-19: R ushville , IN. 22-26; 
S ou th  Fu lton, T N  (F irs t). 29— O ct 3; G reens- 
burg. KY, 6-10; M adison H eights, M l (St. Paul), 
13-17; M anhattan. KS, 20-24: Sm ith  Center. KS,
27-31

BLUE, DAVE A ND DAN A: Canadian C oncert Tour. 
Sept. 17-4; Lew isburg, PA (C rossroads), O ct. 6- 
10, F ishkill, NY, 16-17; H untington, W V  (First),
19-24

BO CK, DON: Springfie ld, OH, Sept. 1 -5 '; W o rth ing ­
ton . KY. 8 -1 2 : W inch es te r. KY, 22 -26 ; M oun t 
G ilead, O H, O ct. 6 -10; G roverport. OH, 13-17*; 
Bangor. M E. 20-24 ; Jo lie t, IL (C rysta l Lawns),
27-31

BO Q U IST , DOUG AND DEBBIE: Quincy, M A (East­
ern N azarene C ollege). Sept. 7-9; M entor, OH,
11-15: Kankakee, IL (O live t N azarene ). 18-22; 
Y ou n g to w n , OH (W ick liffe ), 2 5 -29 ; W e s tla ke . 
OH (Parkside). Oct. 2-6; Dublin. OH. 9-13: H art­
ford  C ity. IN. 16-20; South Bend. IN (F irst). 23- 
27

BO R G ER , LYLE C.: Geneva, FL, O ct. 19-24 
BO W D EN , AL: Lexing ton , KY (F irst), Sept, 15-19: 

C harlo tte , NC (P inev ille ). 21 -26 : R adcliff. KY,
28— O ct 3 ; H enderson, NC. Oct. 6-10: R ocky 
M ount, NC. 12-17

BRISC O E, JOH N  B.: C oncerts  in New M exico and 
Texas, Sept. 1-12; D enver C ity. TX 14-19; A b i­
lene, TX (F irst), 26; M cK inney, TX, 28— Oct. 3: 
C oncerts  in O klahom a and Kansas. 6-10; G rand 
Is la n d , N E . 1 2 -1 7 ; C o n c e r ts  in N e b ra s k a , 
K ansas, and M issouri 

B U S H E Y , R IC H A R D  A N D  S H A R O N : A sto ria . IL. 
S ept 1-5; Ind ianapolis. IN (S hepherd C om m un i­
ty), O ct. 1-3; Kalam azoo, M l (South S ide). 29—  
Nov. 3

BYERS, JO SEPH  D.: C ollie rs, W V, Sept. 26— Oct. 3 
C A N A N , DAVID  L.: A ndalusia. AL. Sept. 6 -15: M an­

cheste r, G A, 22-26; O w ensboro, KY, 28— O ct. 
3*; Kokom o, IN (Bon A ir), 5 -10; N ashville . TN  
(B e ll Road), 12 -17 : O ne o n ta . AL (U n ion  H ill),

19-24; M artinez, GA, 26-31
C A N FIELD . D A V E -E V A N G E L IS T IC  M IN ISTR IES:

C olum bus. OH (F rank Road), Sept. 1-5; W aver- 
ly, O H , 8 -1 2 ':  London , KY. 15-19 ; G lenm on t, 
O H , 2 2 - 2 6 ';  W e lls to n ,  O H . 2 9 — O c t.  3 , 
Pom eroy, OH, 6-10: Reedsville, OH (Chester), 
13-17; Ch illicothe, OH (W estside), 20-24: Irvine, 
KY (W aco), 27-31 

C H A M B E R S , LEO N A ND M ILD R ED : Fortville . IN 
O ct. 26-31

C H A N E Y , R E E F O R D  A N D  B A R B A R A : N e w p o rt
N e w s , V A  (S o lo C o n ), S ep t. 5; R o s w e ll,  G A  
(N e w  L ife ) . 2 5 -29 : H u n tin g to n , IN. O c t. 2 -6 : 
W o o d b rid g e . V A  (W o m e n 's  R e tre a t). 15 -16 ; 
G reensboro, NC (S outheast), 23-27 

C H A PM A N , W . EM E R S O N  A N D  LO IS: Udall. KS, 
Oct. 19-24

C H A SE , F R A N K : C oone rsv iile . IN (F irst), Sept. 7- 
’ 2: B loom ington, IN. 14 -19 ': M esa, AZ 22-26; 
St. M ichaels. AZ (C h 'ihoo tso), 29— O ct. 3 

C H E A T W O O D , H E N R Y  A N D  P H Y L L IS - F IV E  
S TA R  E V A N G E L IS T IC  M IN IS T R IE S : B u tle r, 
M O. Sept. 7 -13 : H a rrah , O K, 14-19 ; D anville , 
VA (Calvary), 28— Oct. 3; A llentow n, PA, 5-10; 
B eckley, W V (F irst). 12-17: O betz, OH, 20-24; 
B ella V ista. AR, 27-31 

C L A Y , D. E.: F a irm on t, W V  (W est V irg in ia  N orth  
M en s R etreat). Sept. 3-4; G rover Hill, OH, Sept.
8 -12; M ansfie ld , OH (First), 15-19; Loundonville, 
O H , S ep t. 2 2 -2 6 : C h a r lo tte , N C, 28 — O ct. 1; 
R a v e n s w o o d . W V , 2 -3 : D u n b a r, W V , 6 -1 0 ; 
M ount V ernon, O H  (Lakeholm ), 16-17; Freder- 
icktow n. O H, 20-24: A shtabu la , OH (First), 26- 
31

C L E G G , D A R R EL A ND K A R E N : C am bridge , OH 
(F irs t). S ep t. 7 -12; M o n on ga h e la , PA. 15-19; 
P o w h a tta n  P o in t, O H , 2 4 -2 8 : R o ck  H ill, S C  
(F irs t) , 29 — O ct. 3; C h a r le s to n , S C  (S t, A n ­
d rew s), 6 -10 ; M ea dv ille . PA, 17; G oshen , IN,
20-24

C O F F M A N  F A M IL Y  M IN IS T R IE S : N e w ton  F a lls , 
OH, Sept. 22-26 ; North R idgeville, OH (C alvary 
R idge), Oct. 9-13 

C O VIN G T O N . N A TH A N  A.: C ushing, O K. Sept. 1-5; 
K ilgore, TX , 8-12; Lam ed, KS, 15-19: Hu tchin ­
son, KS (W estside), 22-26; Borger. TX (Trin ity), 
29— O ct 3; G arne tt. KS. 6 -10; Backus, M N, 13- 
17: Knoxville. IA, 27-31 

D ELB R ID G E, G EN E: Lem m on Valley. NV (Calvary), 
Oct. 3-7: S pokane. W A (P asadena  Park), 10-14 

DELL, J IM M Y : Yreka, CA, Sept. 11-15; B ism arck, 
N D, 19-22 ; F aye tte v ille . N C. 25 -29 : C hanu te . 
KS. Oct. 2-6; M arshall, M O. 7-10: M eade, KS, 
16-20: E lkhart. KS. 21-24: M anhattan, KS, 3 1 -  
Nov 4 '

D E N N IS O N , M A R VIN  E.: B row nstow n, IN. O ct. 5- 
10: Des A llem ands, LA, 19 -24 '; Derby. KS, 26- 
3 1 '

D ESKINS, G R O V ER  C.: M cC onne lsv ille , O H, Sept.
21-26; Baltim ore, MD (Dundalk), Oct. 22-24 

DO C TO R IA N , S A M U E L: Edinburgh, Scotland. Sept.
3-5; Israel. 7 -19; L isbon. Portuga l, 20-30 ; Hol­
land, Oct. 4 -10; Israel. 15-20 

DO DDS, LARR Y W .: Salem , IL (G race). Sept. 2 8 -  
O ct 3; O klahom a City. OK (W estern  O aks). 6- 
10; Eureka. IL, 26-31 

TH E DO LE S IN G E R S : Independence, KY (F lorence 
C om m unity), Oct. 5-10 

DO O LITTLE , KEV IN  A ND K AR EN: W oodbury, NJ, 
Sept. 15-19*: R eading, PA, 25-26 a .m .':  R ead­
ing. PA (C alvary), 26 p .m .. Beth leham . PA, Oct. 
2 -3 '

D O R O UG H, W ILLIA M  M.: W iiiiam sburg. IN. Sept 1- 
5; Dallas, TX (C asa V iew), 7 -12; Big Spring, TX,

25-26; H enderson, TX (F irst), O ct. 12-17 
D U N M IR E , R A L P H  A N D  J O A N N : A n tio c h , TN

(N a s h v ille  C h e roke e  H ills ), S ep t. 28— O ct. 3; 
P arkersburg. W V (F irst), 5 -10 

DU TTON , BAR RY A ND TA V IA : M orrilton , AR, Sept.
7 -12: M idw est C ity, OK (F irst), 14-19; El Reno, 
OK, 21-26 ; G ainesville. TX  (Easts ide ), 28— O ct. 
3; P ittsburg, TX , 5 -10; Sw artz C reek, M l, 12-17; 
Hom er C ity, PA, 19-24; P ortsm outh, OH (First),
26-31

F A D E R , W E S  A N D  M A R Y: C anada, NS (W indso r 
F irst), Sept. 2-5: C anada, PE (Sum m ers ide ). 7- 
12; Canada, PE (E lm sda le ), 14-19; C anada, NS 
(O xford), 21-26; Salisbury, MD, 29— O ct. 3: O t­
ta w a , IL  (F irs t) .  5 -1 0 ; T re n to n . M O , 1 2 -1 7 ; 
Lawrence, KS (F irst), 20-24 ; B runsw ick, O H, 27- 
31

FR A N K , R IC H A R D  A.: M artinsbu rg , W V, O ct 17- 
24; Philippi, W V, 26-31 

G E S S N E R , D O N  A N D  S H IR L : W a s h in g to n . IN, 
Sept. 1 -5 ';  New ark, OH (First), 7 -12; Derby, KS,
15-19; El D orado  Springs, M O , 2 2 -2 6 '; Henryet- 
ta, OK, 29— Oct. 3; B razil, IN (F irst), 5 -10; Con- 
n e rs v ille , IN . 1 2 -1 7 ';  L o v e la n d . O H , 1 9 -2 4 ';  
A m elia , O H, 26-21

LIV IN G  C O N C E P T S  M IN IS T R IE S — H. R. G R IM M : 
L isbon, OH, Oct. 29-31 

H A IN E S , G A R Y  W .: P eo ria , IL (F irs t) , S ep t, 4 -8 ; 
Lom bard, IL, 9-12; Euless, TX . 18-22; M uncie, 
IN (F irst), O ct. 2-6 : M ishaw ka , IN (F irst), 7 -10; 
Lancaster, CA (Va lley V iew), 16-20: M ifflinburg, 
PA, 22-24; Fort Mill, SC. 3 C ^ N o v . 3 

H A N C O C K , T IM : C larksv ille . TN  (Park Lane), Sept, 
1-5: Carey, O H  (R idge Chape l), 15-10; Nam pa, 
ID (K a rch e r) , 2 2 -26 ; H ow e ll. M l, 29 — O ct. 3; 
H igh land, M l, 10-13: A sh land, O H, 17-20; Pori 
C harlo tte , FL. 24-27 

H A R R IN G TO N , M ILTO N : S acram ento. CA (L iberty 
Tow ers). Sept 5; P arad ise, CA, 11-15: S acra ­
m ento, CA, 17-19 

H A Y N E S , C H A R L E S  A ND M YR T: Ind ianapolis , IN 
(C le rm o n t), 28— O ct. 3; D e che rd , TN  (S hady  
G ro ve ), 5 -1 0 ; M o n te p e lie r, O H , 12 -17 ; C h a t­
ta n o o g a , TN  (E a s t L a k e ), 1 9 -2 4 : N io ta , TN  
(Beulah C hapel), 26-31 

H E C K A T H O R N , J IM : D ubuque, IA, Oct. 24-28 ; East 
L iverpoo l (Lacroft), 31— Nov. 4 

HILL, BEN E — BIBLE  EXP O S IT IO N S : Pueblo, CO 
(Belm ont), Sept. 12-16; Lacon, IL, 18-23; D ex­
ter, M O  (S ou thw est), 28— O ct. 3; Lans ing , M l 
(W ave rly ), 5 -1 0 ; S um ne r, M l (C en te r), 12-17; 
K illbuck. OH. 19-24; W est Lafayette, O H, 26-31 

HILL. W ILLIA M  A ND K A TH R Y N : Paden C ity, W V 
Sept. 28— O ct 3 

JA C K S O N , PA U L A ND T R IS H -J E T S T R E A M  M IN­
IST R IES: Superio r. NE, Sept. 8 -12: C oncerts  in 
N ebraska  and C olo rado , 14-15: Foun ta in , CO,
16-19" C once rts  in C olo rado . 20-22 ; Longm ont, 
C O , 2 3 -2 6 ':  C o n c e rts  in C o lo ra d o  and  W y o ­
m in g , 2 8 -3 0 ; C o n c e r ts  in  M o n ta n a , Id a h o  
W ash ing ton , O regon , Oct. 1-31

JO N ES , G R A C E  L.: R eynosa, M EXIC O , Sept. 1 -  
Oct. 31

JO N ES , T E R R Y  A ND LA Q U ITA : Iowa D istrict Lay 
R etreat. Sept. 10-12, M on te  V ista. CO (Valley), 
Oct. 22-24

J U N E M A N . J O H N  A N D  T R IN A : Ja m e s to w n , ND 
(First), Sept. 8-12; Chandler, OK (F irst), 22-26; 
A nderson, IN (G oodw in M em oria l), 2 9 — Oct. 3; 
H a rnsv ille . W V (R itch ie ), 6 -10; R oches te r. NY 
(C alvary), 13-17; C o lum b ia  C ity, IN, 20-24 ; A n ­
napolis, M O, 26-31 

LA XSON , W A LLY  A N D  G IN G ER : E ng lew ood , CO 
(D e n v e r F irs t) , S ep t. 5 ; C a rth a g e , M O , 8 -1 2 ; 
Hannibal. M O  (F irst), 15-19; S eym our, IN (F irst),
22-26: Lebanon, VA (F irst), 13-17; Bethany, OK 
(W illiam s M em oria l), 20-24 

LID D ELL, P. L.: N ewell, W V  (G lenda le ), Sept. 7-12; 
R eading, M l, 14-19; Decherd , TN , 21-26 ; W in- 
te rsv ille , O H, 28— O ct. 3 ; N ew  Berlin . W l (M il­
w aukee  F irst), 5 -10: St M arys, OH (F irst), 12- 
17; Co llingda le , PA, 20-24: A ngo la , IN, 26-31 

LO C K A R D , W , D A Y TO N : B ruceton M ills, W V  (Little 
S andy), Sept. 14-19 ; C ha rle s to n , W V  (S o u th ­
east), Oct. 5 -10; N ew  C um berland . W V, 1 2 -17 ' 

LO M A N , LA N E: G re en sb oro , N C, S ep t. 2 -5 : M id ­

la n d , M l,  1 2 -1 5 * :  B e n to n v i l le ,  A R , 19-22; 
C h a r le s to n , W V  (F irs t) , 2 6 -2 9 ; C u llm an , AL 
(F irs t), O ct. 3-6; M onroe . M l, 10 -13 ': Fairfield. 
O H , 17 -20 ; G re en sb o ro . NC (R o lling  Roads),
24-27 ; W arne r Robins, G A  (F irst). 31— Nov. 3 

LO RD. R IC H A R D  A ND JU D Y : S ebastian FL (First),
S e p t.  8 -1 2 : M o b ile ,  A L  (R iv e rs id e ) ,  14-19; 
O akn d ge , T N , 20 -22 : H a ttiesburg , M S (First), 
21-26; Rock M ills , AL. Oct. 2-6; V icksburg. MS 
(F irs t), 9 -1 3 ; C a rthage , TN , 16-20. Cookeville, 
TN . 23-27: Robertsdale. AL. 29-31 

M A N ER , R O B E R T E.: D ouglas, G A  (M ission). Sept. 
1 2 -19 : A d r ia n , G A  (W ilk e s ), O c t. 1-3; Albu­
q ue rq ue . NM  (H o lida y  P ark), 5 -10 ; Nashville, 
TN  (Fa therland), 19-24; Nashville , TN. 26-31' 

M A N LEY , S TEP H E N  A N D  D E LP H IN E : Richmond. 
VA (S ouths ide ), Sept. 8 -12; V irg in ia  Beach, VA 
(F irs t). 15-19 ; W a sh ing ton  P acific  D istrict Lay 
R e trea t. 24 -26 ; C o lum bus, OH (M ifflin), 28-30; 
San Ange lo, TX . Lay Retreat, Oct. 1-3: Colum­
bus. G A  (F irst). 6 -10 

M A Y, JO H N  W .: P arkersburg , W V (Marrtown), Sept.
8 -1 2 : C h a r le s to n , W V  (V a lle y  G rove), 22-26; 
W e llsbu rg , W V , 2 9 — O ct. 3: M oundsville , WV, 
6 -10: U niontow n. PA. 20-24 

M c A D A M S , D O U G L A S  D .: T o ie d o , OH (North- 
point). Oct. 20-24 

M cM A H A N , MR. A ND M RS. W ILLIA M  T.: Andalu­
sia, AL, Sept. 6 -1 5 '

M cM A H O N , M IC K  A N D  H E LE N — VIC TO RY MIN­
IS T R IE S : H am ilton  ON (H am ilton  Mountain), 
C A N A D A , S e p t. 5 -9 :  F ra n k lin  C e n tre , PQ. 
C A N A D A . 12-15; Lave lle , PA, 22-26: Pittsburgh, 
PA (L incoln  P lace), 29— O ct. 3; W ashington, PA 
(F irst). 6 -10: C oraopo lis . PA, 12-17; Clymer, PA 
(P enns M anor), 19-24: D uBois. PA (Emmanuel),
26-31

M cW H IR T ER , G. STU A R T: Dum as. TX. Sept. 8-12; 
C le a rw a te r, SC (M id land  V a lley  F irst), 15-19; 
M oun t V ernon, OH (First), 22-26; Choctaw. OK,
29— O ct. 3; N orth  V ernon. IN, 6-10: Valley City, 
ND, 27-31

M E R E D IT H , D W IG H T  A N D  N O R M A  JEAN : St.
M a rys, O H  (F irs t), Sept. 12-17; Shelbyville, IN 
(F irst). 19-24

M IL L H U F F , C H A R L E S  R .: O la the . KS (College), 
S ep t. 1 p .m .: N a s h v ille , TN  (D onelson), 2-5; 
M e C ro ry , A R , 8 -1 2 ; C o lo ra d o  S prings, CO 
(E astborough), 15-19; Leavenworth, KS. 22-26; 
C a tle tt, V A  (G race), Oct. 6-10: Coshocton, OH 
(F irst), 13-17; D allas. TX (Central), 20-24; Jef­
ferson, OH. 31— Nov 7 

M IT C H E L L , M A R C IA  L.: W alla  W alla . W A (First), 
Sept. 5; O cean  Park, W A. 2 3 -26 *  Seattle, WA, 
Oct. 2 '

M O N C K , J IM : A nd e rson , IN (F irs t), Sept. 17-21; 
A lexandria , IN. 22-26; Shreveport, LA (Hunting­
ton  Park), O ct. 1-5: Rock Island, IL. 6-10; Or- 
angeva le , C A, 14-17 

M O R G A N , EARL L.: Ann A rbor, Ml (Honey Creek), 
Sept. 8-9; C inc inna ti, OH (C lifton Avenue), 12- 
15: G rand  H aven , M l, 18-19; North Pekin, IL,
25-27 ; D ecatur. IL (W est Side), Oct. 2-3; Peru, 
IL, 6 -10; H am m ond. IN (South), 12-17; Milford, 
IL. 19-24

N A J A R IA N , B E R G E  A N D  D O R IS : Fremont, CA 
(Central), Sept. 11-12 

O V ER TO N , W IL L IA M  D.: Old Town, MD, Sept. 19- 
24, W yandanch , NY (C om m unity), Oct. 6-10 

O Y L E R , C A L V IN  A N D  V IR G IN IA : Paulding, OH, 
Sept. 14-19; H ugoton, KS, Oct. 12-17: Dumas, 
TX , 19-24: Sylvia , KS (P leasant Hill), 26-31 

PETTIT, E LA IN E  C.: Springfie ld, OH (Maplewood), 
Sept. 15-19; B uchanan, M l, 21-26: Medway, OH 
(B e the l C o m m u n ity ), 30— Oct. 3; Williamston, 
M l, 6-10: North O lm sted, OH (Cleveland Heav­
en Tram ), 21-23 ; A lm a, M l. 26-31 

P R IC E , R O S S  E .; C o lo ra d o  S prings. CO (Indian 
Heights), Sept. 21-26 

R IC H A R D S , L A R R Y  A ND PHYLLIS: Franklin, IN, 
Sept. 29— O ct. 3; Ind ianapolis. IN (Southside), 
10-14; P rinceton, W V (First), 22-24; Marysville, 
O H, 31

R IC K E Y , H O W A R D  L.: Frederick, MD, Sept. 19-22; 
O ld H ickory, TN , 26-29; L inden. Ml (Argentine), 
O c t. 3 -6 : B o w lin g  G re e n , KY (F irs t). 10-13;
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V

^ P l a n n e d

G I V I N G

YOU CAN 
PUT YOUR

Y Y ^

IN US!
REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST

Bypass probate; Retain control o f  your assets; Provide fo r  
your fam ily  and church at your death.

IRREVOCABLE TRUST
Create income tax deduction; Avoid capital pains; Generate 
income o f  5-8% fo r  life.

Please send me m ore in form ation  on:
□  R evocab le L iving Trusts

D r. 
R ev. 
M r  
M rs .  
M i s s .

□  Irrevocable Trusts

A ddress_ 

C ity_____

S ta te . - Z i p .

Telephone ( 

B irthdate___
(m o n th ) 

Spouse’s B ir th d a te ___

(day) (year)

(m o n th ) (day) (year)

Call Toll-Free  
1-800 -544-8413

P l a n n e d  
g i v i n g

6 4 0 1 THE PASEO 
KANSAS CITY, M O  6 4 I3 I

Riverda le , G A  (T im b e rla k e ), 1 7 -20 ; G e o rg e ­
town, KY, 24-27; Rochester, M l, 31— Nov. 3

ROSE. W A YNE: C am den , A R  (F irs t), S ep t. 7-12 
Texarkana, AR (F irs t) . 14 -19 ; C h am pa ig n . IL 
(First) 26 -29 ; S a lem , IL (G ra ce ), 3 0 — O ct. 3 
Lancaster. KY. 5 -1 0 ; F u lton . M O  (H e a rtla nd )
12-17; S c o ttsb lu ff. N E. 19 -24 : G u y m o n , O K  
31— Nov. 3

RUNYAN. D A V ID  W .: S to n m g to n , IL , S ep t. 1-5 
Rockford. IL (F irs t). 10 -12 ; C o u n c il B lu ffs . IA 
(Em m anuel). 2 2 -2 6 ; O la th e , KS, (W e s ts id e ). 
Oct. 6-10: G alesburg. IL (F irs t). 13-17; Eureka 
IL. 19-24

S C O n, WILLIS R.. SR .: B rooklyn. NY (M acedon ia)

Fill o u t th is  fo rm  an d  m ail today  
to  s ta r t  receiv ing  th e  H era ld  o f  
H oliness. F o r  fa s te r  service, 
call to ll-free 1-800-877-0700.
Enter my subscription for

□  One year. $10.00
□  Two years. $ 19.00
□  Three years. $28.00 

Enter a gift subscription at 
$  fo r  year(s) and send to:

N a m e ______________________________

A ddress  

C i t y ____ State/Prov. Z ip .

□  Bill M e

□  E nc losed  is m y  check  for  $_____ .

To charge vour order to Visa or MasterCard, call toll-free 
1-800-877-0700.

N a m e  _____________________________________________________

A ddress

C i t y ____

Phone  ( _

State/Prov. . Zip

J .
Make checks payable to: Herald o f  Holiness 
The local Church of the Nazarene 1 attend is

N a m e  o f  C h u rc h  ______________________________

A ddress  _______________________________________

C i t y _____________________ . S tate/Prov. . Z i p .

If ordering by mail, clip and send to:

The Herald of Holiness
Nazarene Publishing House 

P.O. Box 419527 •  Kansas City. MO 64141

S ept. 10 -12 : N o rth  H a ledon. NJ (H igh  M o u n ­
ta in ), 17-19: R ichm ond Hill, NY (Q ueens R ich ­
m ond  H ill), 2 9 — O ct. 3 : C h a r lo tte , M l, 19-24  
C h a r le s to n  H e ig h ts . S C  (D o rc h e s te r  R oad ).
30— Nov 3

S M ITH . D U A N E: Defiance. O H, Sept. 7-12: Akron, 
O H  (A r lin g to n ) , 1 4 -19 : E r la n g e r, K Y , 21 -26 : 
Salem . OH (First), 28— O ct. 3: Ephrata. PA, 6- 
10; B loom sbu rg , PA, 12-17; W illia m sp o rt, PA, 
19-24: W ash ing ton . PA (H art Avenue). 26-31

S M IT H , M IC K E Y  G .: P a g e la n d . S C , S e p t. 1 -5 : 
Sum ter, SC (A shw ood), 12-16: B ishopville . SC,
17-19: R ock Hill, SC (W est M ain). 22-26; C ordo­
va, SC (O rangeburg  S ou thw est T e rrace). 27—

O ct. 3: P e lion , SC. 5 -10; G los te r, M S. 12-17: 
G a s to n ia , NC (F irs t). 19 -24 ; F o rt W a yn e , IN 
(Fa irfie ld  Avenue), 26-31 

S T A N IF O R T H , KEN: C hula  V is ta . CA, S ep t 2 8 -  
Oct. 3: Auburn. CA, 5 -10. S acram ento. CA (C or­
dova). 12-17: C asa G rande. AZ, 19-24 

S T E V E N S O N , S. C .: M erid ian, KS (Cen tral). Sept.
28— O ct. 3: M uldrow . O K, 5-10; M esguite . TX, 
•9 -24

T A Y LO R , BOB: M arie tta, G A  (F irst). Sept 1-5: H ar­
risonburg, VA, 8-12; O ak Hill. W V, 15-19; Inver 
G rove H eights. MN (Grace). 22-26; Kokom o, IN 
(F irs t). 29— Oct. 3; Pekin, IL (F irs t). 6 -10: De­
ca tu r, G A  (A tla n ta  F irs t) , 13-17 ; Y oungs tow n, 
OH (F irst). 20-24; Dayton. OH (N orthridge). 27- 
31

TH O R N T O N . REV. AND M RS. W A LLA C E: Venus. 
PA. S ep t. 1 0 -1 9 '; N o rth  Jackson , O H , 21-26 : 
Bedford. KY, 28— O ct. 3 ':  M artins Ferry. O H. 5- 
10; Fa irbury. NE. 19-24 

W A D E, E. B RU CE: Alexandria , LA (SAM  R etreat), 
Oct. 8-10

W ELLS, L IN A R D : Texas C ity. TX, S ep t 7-12; De- 
ridder. LA, 14-19; Bedford, IN (D avis M em oria l),
21-26 ; E ffingham . IL, 28— O ct. 3; O don, IN, 5- 
10; V incennes. IN (F irst), 12-17: N ew  A lbany, IN 
(F irst), 19-24: Hurricane, W V  (First). 26-31 

W E TN IG H T, R ICK: Post. TX, Sept. 11-15: B razil. IN,
2 6 - 2 8 ':  S ilv is ,  IL. O c t. 5 -1 0 : E v a n s v ille .  IN 
(G race). 17-20; Eaton Rapids. M l. 24-27

W H E E L E R  F A M IL Y  M IN IS T R IE S , C H U C K  A ND  
W ILLY: Parker. PA, Sept. 7-12; Rem e. NY. 14- 
19; Knox, PA (Faith), 21-26; Freedom , PA (Fine 
Run), 28— O ct. 3 ; Johnstow n, NY, 5 -10; Utica, 
NY, 12 -17 ; E nd ico tt. N Y, 2 0 -2 4 ; B u ffa lo , NY 
(F irst). 26-31

W H IT W O R T H , M A R C U S  A N D  D O N N A : C o u n c il 
B lu ffs , IA  (E m m anue l), Sept. 21-26 : Knoxville. 
IA. Oct. 27-31 

W IL L IA M S . D. E D W A R D : O k la h o m a  C ity , O K  
(Southside), Sept. 22-26; Paw huska, O K  (F irst),
2 8 — O c t. 3; S tu a r t ,  O K  (F r ie n d s h ip ) ,  5 -1 0 ; 
Burleson, TX, 17-20; B roken A rrow , O K, 26-31 

W IL S O N , D A V E  A N D  S A N D R A : L e b a n o n , O H , 
S e p t 29 — O ct 3: O w e n s b o ro , KY (S e c o n d  
S treet), 12-17: Te ll City, IN, 19-24: H awesville , 
KY 26-31

W O M A C K , P A U L W .: C rys ta l Lake. IL. Sept. 1-5: 
Erin, TN, 8-12; C larinda. IA, 17-19; A lberta , MN,
22-26: M ount Vernon, IL (F irst), 29— O ct 3; El 
Paso, IL, 6-10; Davenport, IA, 17-24; Lebanon, 
MO 27-31

W R IG H T, E. G UY AN D  LIL: Cam bridge, OH (First), 
Sept. 7 -12; S teubenv ille , O H. 13-16*; Fo llans- 
bee, W V (F irs t). 17-19: W indham , O H, 21-26; 
R ock Hill. SC (F irst). 28— O ct. 3: Fort O gle thor­
pe. GA (F irst). 5 -10; Ironda le, OH, 12-17; North 
C anton. OH (The N ew  Beginning), 19-24; Rock 
H ill (G race), 26-31 
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C O ND UCTED BY W ES LEY  D. T R AC Y , E d i t o r

Do you think that David Koresh was trying to act out 
the fulfillment of some biblical prophecy by the way he 
ended the Waco siege?

If Koresh was acting out a Bible prophecy, I do not 
know which one it could be. However. 1 shared your ques­
tion with my wife who has taught the Bible as Literature in 
the public schools for many years. At once, she pulled Vol­
ume I of Josephus and pointed out several curious facts 
about the siege of Masada in a . d . 73.

The Romans had destroyed Jerusalem and conquered all 
of Israel except for the sicarii band of zealots led by 
Eleazar. They took over the mountaintop palace-fortress 
called Masada. Though the mountain refuge rose 800 feet 
straight up on one side and 620 on the other, Silva, the Ro­
man commander, had successfully built ramps and all but 
breached the wall. When it became clear to Eleazar that de­
feat was certain, he appealed to his people to give up their 
lives rather than fall into the barbarous hands of the Ro­
mans. "It is very plain," Eleazar declared, "that we shall be 
taken within a day's time; but it is still an eligible thing to 
die after a glorious manner, together with our dearest 
friends . . . Let us pity ourselves, our children, and our 
wives, while it is in our power to show pity to them; for we 
are bom to die” (Josephus  1:507. 513). Of the 967 persons 
present in the fortress, 960 agreed to be killed by their own 
leaders rather than by the Romans. Two women and five 
children survived and told the story.

Ten leaders were chosen to be the instruments of death. 
With their swords, each of them killed one-tenth of their 
fellow zealots. Then the 10 executioners gathered and "cast 
lots." The one who “won” killed the other nine leaders. He 
then set fire to the palace and then “with great force of his 
hands he ran his sword entirely through himself and fell 
down dead" (p. 515).

At this writing, it appears that the Branch Davidians ex­
ecuted their own people with bullets. Then someone (per­
haps the only one still alive?) set fire to the buildings.
Could it be that Koresh thought that he and his crew would 
become the new heroes of Masada in Texas? It would be 
interesting to know whether or not Koresh ever claimed the 
name of Eleazar or called his followers sicarii. Did he ever 
see the Peter O'Toole film about Masada?

Ever since 1948, when the new state of Israel was estab­
lished, one of the national slogans has been "M asada  shall 
no t fa l l  a ga in ."  Perhaps Koresh thought he would become 
the byword of heroism and courage.

The Texas Highways magazine recently carried a sto­
ry about the Buffalo Gap Chapel. In it a Dr. Rode is 
quoted as referring to that church as the “mother of all 
Nazarene churches.” Can you shed any light on this 
matter?

No— but my friend, Dr. Stan Ingersol, our denomina­
tional archivist, can. I showed him the materials you sent. 
Here is his reply.

The statement attributed to Dr. Lee Rode should be 
qualified to say that the sanctuary “is the mother of all 
Nazarene churches in W est T exas."  Contrary to the im­
pression left in the article, the Church of the Nazarene

does not have a single founder or a single place of ori­
gin. The Pentecostal Church of the Nazarene (our origi­
nal name) resulted from the merger of smaller holiness 
denominations that arose independently in different 
places. Appropriately, our church historians speak of 
fo u n d e r s  rather than one particular founder, although C. 
W. Ruth was the primary architect of the mergers and 
Phineas Bresee the dominant personality in the early de­
nomination. We have several m other churches. Los An­
geles First, the People's Pentecostal Church (Provi­
dence, R.I.). Nashville First, Utica Avenue Pentecostal 
Church (Brooklyn, N.Y.), and the Milan (Tenn.) New 
Testament Church of Christ were all m o th er churches  in 
their respective regions of the United States, as was 
Parkhead Pentecostal Church in Glasgow. Scotland.

Mary Lee Cagle founded the Texas Council of the 
New Testament Church of Christ, the western branch of 
a holiness denomination that her first husband started in 
Tennessee in 1894, shortly before his death. She planted 
the new church movement in West Texas in 1896 and 
settled in Buffalo Gap three years later. Mrs. Cagle su­
perintended nearly a dozen churches before the New 
Testament Church of Christ united in 1904 with a holi­
ness group in East Texas led by C. B. Jernigan and J. B. 
Chapman. This created the Holiness Church of Christ, 
which made its headquarters at Pilot Point, Tex. At the 
1908 General Assembly, when the Holiness Church of 
Christ united with the Pentecostal Church of the Naza­
rene, the churches started by Mrs. Cagle became the nu­
cleus of the Abilene District (later divided into the San 
Antonio, New Mexico, and West Texas districts), while 
the Jernigan-Chapman churches became the nucleus of 
the Dallas District.

The sanctuary that now sits in Buffalo Gap Historic 
Village was built by Mrs. Cagle in 1901 or 1902, and a 
chapter on it appears in Cordelia McFall's H istoric  
Texas C hurches. Dr. Rode is incorrect in saying that 
Mrs. Cagle “named it the Nazarene Church.” It was 
originally known as the Church of Christ (not to be con­
fused with the present denomination of that name), then 
as the Holiness Church, and after 1908 as the Pente­
costal Church of the Nazarene.

Few of our original sacred structures still exist, and 
Nazarenes owe Dr. Lee Rode and the Buffalo Gap Preser­
vation Society a debt of gratitude for saving this one. tq

The Buffalo Gap C hapel bu ilt under the leadersh ip  
of M ary  Lee C agle in 1901 or 1 9 0 2 .
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m a r k e c ^ o p y v ^

Notes from an editor’s journal 
by Mark Graham, Managing Editor

Who’s in Charge?
W ell, it happened again. My '88 

Tracer developed another 
leak. Last time it was the wa­

ter pump. This time it was the gasket on 
the transmission pan. Of course, while the 
mechanic had the car on the rack, he no­
ticed another leak. "Looks like your rear 
struts need replacin’,” he said. "How 
much?” I asked. "Oh, those rear struts are 
big uns. Prob’ly could do it for $250."

There 1 was, confronted with a problem 
I could handle (if I could talk my wife in­
to giving me ihe money). Three simple 
words, "OK, fix it,” took care of the leak 
(and our budget for the month).

We get so accustomed 
to being in charge of situa­
tions like this that we have 
a tough time dealing with 
those curves life tosses us 
over which we have no 
control.

Cathy, Joey, and 1 re­
cently moved to another 
home in our community. Those of you 
who have undergone the travail of pur­
chasing a house can appreciate the help­
lessness such a situation creates. You dis­
close to the lending company everything 
about yourself—from your income tax re­
turns to the last time your dog had dis­
temper. Then you wait. Several hundred 
faxes later, the lending people contact 
you to say that you have been approved. 
However, the folks who want to purchase 
your home, well, there is a slight problem 
with their paperwork, and it will take 
some time. The closing date rapidly ap­
proaches. You debate. Should I change 
the utilities? Should I put down the de­
posit for the moving truck (if you can 
find one)? Should I ask my buddies to 
plan to help me move when we don't 
know if we'll be moving or not?

No kidding, the couple who purchased 
our house was not approved until 24 
hours before we were set to close on our 
home. But God is good. Despite a few 
snafus (the truck 1 rented was older than 1 
am, and the phone company forgot to turn 
on our service for four days), we sur­
vived. By the time you read this, we may 
be unpacked.

Yet, even with the pressure and the 
problems that the move precipitated, we 
are glad to be in our new home. The extra 
space and the comfortable surroundings 
make the obstacles we faced seem minor 
now. But when we were waiting for the

mortgage company to call, it was a differ­
ent story.

Life can put us in some painfully help­
less situations. The doctor says, “You 
have a cancer.” The policeman says, "I'm 
sorry, but your child has been involved in 
an accident." A spouse says, “ I don’t love 
you anymore." Suddenly, life comes 
crashing down, and we high-tech, up­
wardly mobile, independent individuals 
who thought we were in control of our 
destiny come face-to-face with the reality 
that “it just ain’t so."

Unfortunately, and unjustly, God often 
gets blamed for these helpless moments, 

even by some Christians. 1 
remember standing in a 
funeral home and hearing 
a young woman say, 
"Why did God take my 
husband?" I also recall a 
preacher who, in his fu­
neral message, said. “God 
had a job for little Jimmy 

in heaven, and so He took him home ear­
ly." Afterward. I wondered how Jimmy’s 
grieving relatives felt about God because 
of “what He had done" to their loved one.

Fortunately, God is there for us in 
those uncertain times when we have no 
control and the future is bleak. His 
strength does show in our weakest mo­
ments if we rest in Him.

During the time that we were waiting 
for our home to sell, I prayed, “Lord, You 
know what is best. I won't ask You to 
push the deal through. 1 am just leaving it 
in Your hands." I praised the Lord when 
everything came together, but 1 like to 
think that I would have praised Him just 
as much if the transaction had collapsed.

Giving God praise in all things doesn't 
mean that we are necessarily happy about 
what has happened to us. The story of Job 
paints a picture of a man who is far from 
glad about his circumstances, but he does 
understand that—no matter what—God is 
his friend.

As sovereign. God is the Creator and 
Ruler of the universe who grants us free­
dom to accept or reject Him. We may em­
brace Him as Lord or wave our puny fin­
ger in His face and curse Him. If we are 
wise, like Job, we will trust Him as we 
understand just who is really in charge.

ffUA
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Life can put us in 
some painfully 

helpless 
situations.
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H a v e  y o u  e v e r  w o n d e r e d  why peo­
ple fight the traffic, pay high prices 
for tickets, and sit for hours on hard 
seats just to watch a baseball game? 
Who needs to go to a crowded stadi­
um full of screaming fans— especial­
ly when you can sit at home in your 
favorite chair, munch on something 
from your own kitchen, and watch 
the game on television?

The last time I went to a ball game 
was at Wrigley Field, home of the 
Chicago Cubs. I sat in a seat that had 
chewing gum on it and bore a rather 
tacky smear on my trousers for the 
rest of the day. Then a woman sitting 
behind me tried to step over the row 
of seats beside me and, as she did, 
she fell on me, pouring a cup of hot 
coffee all over my jacket. That wasn’t 
all bad, for it was the first time I had 
been warm all day.

Nevertheless, the enthusiasm gen­
erated by a nearly full stadium, 
skilled athletes, and big plays, was 
contagious. I could have stayed 
home, been dry and clean and warm; 
but I would have missed something.
A baseball game is more than just 
what happens on the field. It’s what 
happens on the field magnified by all 
the fans in the stands. Being there 
meant that I was, in fact, part of the 
game. Attending was far more excit­

ing than sitting in front of a television 
set.

“Being there” is an important ele­
ment in worship as well as recreation. 
Some may feel that they can worship 
just fine sitting at home alone watch­
ing a religious television program.
But watching isn’t worshiping.

Although the Christian faith is in­
dividually appropriated, it is to be 
corporately nurtured and expressed. 
The Bible calls us to congregate. “Let 
us not give up meeting together, as 
some are in the habit of doing, but let 
us encourage one another— and all 
the more as you see the Day ap­
proaching” (Hebrews 10:25 NIV).

There is a danger for any of us if 
we habitually miss attending church 
services and gatherings. If we fail to 
meet, we cut ourselves off from many 
of the blessings of God that come to 
us through the church. As the verse 
from Hebrews 10 suggests, meeting 
together enables us to 
encourage one another.

Corporate worship 
encourages us through 
the fellowship in­
volved. When I was at 
Wrigley Field, the 
presence of the other 
fans drew me more ful­
ly into what was hap­
pening on the field and 
often lifted my level of 
interest and enthusi­
asm. As others 
cheered, I would take note and often 
cheer as well. I felt part of something 
bigger than myself.

We are encouraged by expressing 
the faith publicly through song and 
sacrament; through prayer and 
preaching. Worship takes on a rich­
ness when shared with others, and 
this experience stays with us as we 
leave. Throughout the week after the 
game, I remembered certain key

plays and events from that outing. 1 
enjoyed the experience repeatedly 
through reflection.

Shared experiences create social 
and spiritual bonds. My trip to the 
game was as part of a group. Often 
when I am in conversation with oth­
ers that were there, we replay the 
events. We move in conversation to 
that common experience. When you 
pray with someone, or hear the Word 
together, or sing as part o f  the congre­
gation, or even simply share a pew 
and shake a hand, there takes place a 
certain nurturing of relationship.

Baseball has changed across the 
years— artificial turf, designated hit­
ters, and instant replay; but the magic 
of the game remains. Forms of wor­
ship have and will continue to change 
as well. But the elements of wor­
ship— praise, thanksgiving, procla­
mation, confession, and response— 
and the avenues of worship— prayer, 
singing, giving, preaching, listening, 
and the sacraments— will transcend 
these changes. For public worship is 
not merely a duty we owe to God, nor 
just something He requires and ex­
pects from His children. Public wor­
ship is that which refreshes and sus­

tains the people of God. Worship is 
nourishment for our spirits. Without it 
we become weak and faint; through it 
we are strengthened and encouraged. 
The discipline of weekly worship is 
an important means of  grace. It is a 
strengthening habit for one’s spiritual 
life. May it continue to be so as we 
renew our commitments to be in 
church and be part of the people of 
God, assembled for His glory.

Both baseball and worship have 
changed through the years 
— sometimes for the better.
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