
TH E BOOK OF JUDITH 
INTRODUCTION 

§ J , SIIORT AcCOuNT OF TIIE Booi-. 

Till· //,1,,/ .. ,if 711dit/1 falls naturally into two parts: (l) The Introduction (cap:;. J 71· War was 
prodaimcd J,y '\d,uchatlncaar a~.1inst :'llct!ia, and a summons wa~ ,;cm to Pcr~ia, Srna, and Egypt 
tn juin in the o:pcdition. The rcmolt'r parts of the Empire, however, treated the order with 
cnnlcmpt ii. 11 J. whereupon :>.'cbnchadnczzar determined, after conquering Media (i. IJ, l,j), to take 
\'c·ngea1Ke on Srria and E~}'pl. This task was cntru,ted to Holofcmes. the commander-in-chief (ii. ~). 
\\ ith I c ,coo infanll}' and 12,cco cav:ilry (mounted archers, ii. 1,;J. 1 le marched three days' journey 
f1r,,11 \ im·vd1 .ind t•ncampcd · at the left hand of upper Cilicia ·. thence devastated' the hill cuuntiy ', 
no,sed the (upper) Luphrates a, far as the coast, then turned ~outh. 'compassing' the l\t idianites, to 
the plain of Damascu, (ii. 2;/. l\fter rccc1\ ing the submission of Tyre and Sidon, Azotus and 
,\,calun, he: wrnl south lo Ewraclon (iii. 9). The Jews, who 11·c1·e lately t'Clur11td from the C).!ilc (iv. 3), 
rt·,ol\'ed to resist, am! Joakim the I Iii::h Priest at Jerusalem sent inst ructions to Rcthulia, which was 
near Esdrac:lon. Lo stop the: passes leading to thc: capital (i\'. 71. All hracl then fasted and prayed 
1iv. 9). J lololerncs, hearing of the intended oppo~ition, called a council of officers, when .\chior the 
• \ nunonitc ~a\'C: a long account of Israclitish history (\. 5), pointing out that thcr could only be 
cunq11c:rnl 11 they I1.1d offcnt!ed against thci, God (v. 20) and ath·isin;; 1 Iolufcrncs to l<'a,·c: thc:m alone. 
The advice was rejected, and Achior ,,.,s hanclcd over to the p,·oplc of Bcthulia (vi. 1 o), who received 
him in .1 friendly manner (vi. zo) . I lolofcrnes then mO\·cd his camp to\\'ards Hethulia, his army 
beini; no\\ 170.000 infant1y anti J z,ooo cavalry, besides accessoric:s (vii. 21. It was dccidc:d to gc:l 
possc~,ion uf the water-suppl}' :it the foot of the mountain (vii. 7, 12) on which Bethulia stood, and 
thus to force the cit}' tu surrender, in,ti:ad of risking a pitched battle. After thirty-four days, the 
,tori', of \\'ater \\ ithin the city being exhausted (vii. z I), the people compelled Ozias and the leading 
mrn tu a~rcc to ,urrcnder in five day, if no help came in the mrnntime (\'ii. 30). 

,~, The story of Judith (caps. 8-161. This decision came to the cars of Judith (viii. 1, 9), the 
wit!ow of :\lanasses, \\ho li,·cd in austere retirement cviii . .5, 61. She sent for the chief mc:n (viii. IO), 
t:xpu,tulatu.J with them on their \\ant of trust in God, and promised thal she would hc:rself effect 
1heir dcli,·eiance within the five days (viii. 3.3). They agreed to her project, without hearing the 
details, and departed (viii. :16). Judith then prepared for her plan by prayer (ix. 1J. She put on her 
.11Iorn111ems, whid1 had been laid a,idc since her husband's death (x. 31, took \\'ith her a single maid­
servant with a bag of •clean' food (x. :;l, and went towards the Assyrian camp (x. I 1). In an 
,tut!icncc with IIolofe, ncs ,he infm med him that what Achior had said \1 as true (xi. 10), but that 
now the pcopl, had sinned by using first-fruits and tithe, (xi. 1 .<1), and therefore (,od would deliver 
them up to their enemies (xi. l,j). She woulc.l herself advise him when this was to take place (xi. 17) 
1 loloferncs, attracted b} her appearance, in\'iLcd her to his table (xii. J ), but ,he refused. She was 
allowed to go out of the camp c,cry day lo pray and bathe (xii. 6, 71. On the fourth day she con­
sented to go to llolofernes' feast (xii. 10, 14>, but partook only of her O\\'n provisions (xii. 19/. The 
critical moment arri, cd \\ hen th<. guests departed (xiii. J) leaving Judith alone with Holofcrncs. 
l Ii, c'.\Citt:1nent h Ill 1..,nisc:d him to d, ink immodt:rately, and he no,r lay on his couch helpless (xiii. 2) . 

J uJith, call in~ on God for strength (xiii. -+I, took his sword and with two blows cut off his head 
(xiii. I<), which she put in the: bag (xiii. 10) ca1 rice! by the: ,cr\'ant who was waiting outside. T he two 
wc-nt out of the camp as if Lo pray. a, u,u:11, and escaped tu Jkthulia (xiii. 10). They we1e received 
with enthu,ia5m b) the citizens 1xiii. 17), and Achior bc:camc a co1we1t to Judaism (xiv. 10). A 
,,,,tiL ,1,1s made 1xi\'. 11 J, and the i\ssyrians. thus surprised, tried to rouse their ~encral (xi,·. 13), but 
fou~d him dead (xi\'. I,j). They fled in a panic (xv. 2), pursued northward past Damascus (xv. 5), 
whd~ their desutcd camp was sacked (x,•. 6, 7). The l figh Pric~t J oakim came in person from 
J••n,s,.J ·m to bless Judith (XV. 8). 

_ lhaptc, 16 contains a hymn of praise by Judith. The book ends by relating that J udith 
,!cdu:at.:d tn riot! her $lure of th<.: plunucr (xvi. 19), that she remained a widow till hc:r death at the 
age of 1 O.i year~ (X\'i. 2 ~ 1, and that the land was at peace all her lifetime and for long after. 

The Ii, ,ok ,, 1h11, .tl1111"t t:qu.tlly diducd bctwecu the introductiou and the story proper. The 
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INTRODUCTIO'\/ 

former is_1!0 doubt s_omcwhat '.lUl of proportion, and the .lllthor ch,clls al 1;,thtr 111111u,· >'ll)" J,·n••th 
on the m1(1lar;: de!a1ls. In ,pile, howev.-r, o( these ddc.:d'> .,r u,rnpu,ition, the lit,-r,11y ,.x,1.llcn,·,",,1 
the wo~k- 1s 11111vc'.s:1.lly_1ecoi::n11.e<l C\'en throu~h the _uncomely t!i,;;uisc .,f the Cru k tran,l.<ti,,n. It 
wa;" ~riguully \ITlll~n 111 ~ lcbrew (now lo,tl fl)r Jcw1,h re:ulns, \\1th the oLject uf ,•m11111,,,:in;,: ,ui,I 
ed1fpn:,: the people 111 a tune oftnal or p<:rsccut11rn. In c,rd,·1 to c:t1r\' ,,,mictiun the 111 ,rc it ,,. 111• 
,l~ the_ appearance.; o~ bein~ hi,toric,d. Jn it:; 11,,. of '"·11-kn,"rn 11.uncs ,;nd c,f pn .. -ci•l' dct.,it•. '1,11t 1lii­
h1slor!cal character 1-. only apparent. l he· ,llltlw1 is c,111ec111cd with thcc>lr,gr 1,1thcr tlun with hi· torr, 
of which perhaps he had ,1 not ,err c.:x,Kt kno,, lcd~e. althou:,:h h,· ,1dupt<·d this In, m n, the 111.,. t 
suitable for h is purp<>•e. I le seems tu ha\'c had in 111i11d the time of .\1tb.t:r:sc~ < h.hu< "1th wh . 
cam_ra_ign in Sy_ria lll~lll}' of the in,·idents :~~re,·, hnt it ,1ould h, .. 111i,,afe to 11,,11111c that he i~ cu11,ci"u•I}' 
uep1ct10:,: an ep1so<lt· 111 that 1:ampa1g11. I lw n.um: auu dat<' ,,r the a111h,11 ill'<' alike 1111k11<;\\11. I Iv 
mu.,t have writtt•n at a time ofuppn:"ion. ,11d1 ,h the Jt·\\i,h rac·r uftcu ,11ffi· rcd , .111d ,.1riou, intlic.,­
tions point tu tht' se.:,:111} ~entury I:. C. ,lS tile' 111.,Sl p111luh!1· d.1t,·. it 1 ,, l,.,11 u ,:1, Jl""ibk l h:,t l It, 
author adopted an cx1st111g ,t,n)' m popul.u tr.id:111111, 1,111po"·lr, Jllfu :w! ii lti,l ,ri,.d ,.1111,, .. ,1~ 111 
order to disguise il. 

~ ~. Tnr. t. 01' T 111 Bm)h, 

The title of the boo~ in Grt.:lk 1s ~imp!\ luv~,,() (or 'Iu1i,;ti. n1 lo1·~i(IJ. Tn I lcl,rew it would 
ha \"C bcl·n n·,·ji• n~:-·: t likL'. i j\:,~ n~;·; ,llh I :-·:n:;;~ ;-L..;·: 01' j•,•;--• ;;;·:,.·•; I k. h ( «· fn 1:u tlu. 1 .. tn1c: l,l th, 
principal charact~r. The nam_e of course, ~imply mean, 'Je\\·cs~ ', and hence Crotiu<, e"Cplaining 
the ,tory allt.:~orically, m.1kcs 1l rcprescnl the J L\'- ish people. But apart lrorn tht f.ict th.it th s 
mr.lhod of intnpret:itiun is forced :rncl u1Konvinci11g, there is no nt'<cl tr. supposL ti 1t the n.unc 
~uggc,tcd this mc.:anin~. lt is used personally Ill Ccn. xx, i. ;4 ,;s belonging to the I litt l~ w•f,• ()I 

E,au, \\ here at any r,itc· 1t c:1111rnt 111t"a11 •Jun:-.,'. 

~ ;. ~h.S 

TllL llcbrcw ori•'.inal (sec~ .i) l,cing lu,t the. c.,rhcst form in "hich \\'< l1a,, the- hook:, th.it of 
the Greek 11a11,latiu11, the.: only pnmary ,•cr. i<>l <''-1Sti11g. I iftlu~ thtre .ire three reLc11s1ons· 11) •I.: 
u,ual and 110 doubt the mo,t ori:,::in,11 form, rq>Jt:)c:ntul O) the \ISS. t<, .\ •11d fl 1.:-\\ctr's :t·xti. 
(:i) that contained 111 co<ld. 19, 1 c8; (3) that of cod .. ,x, with "Inch the l)ld I .1tm , c-r wn ( \"I.J .1ml 
the .'.::iyriac (Syr) agree in a rcm1rkal.,le manne.-, .\II three n:ccnsion,, however, rrr,1cS<:11t th<!' •.trnc 
vcr~ion and go b:ick to the same u11::!i11,d. Their diffnLnce, ;uc due l<, corr _t" m 11 1d, no~ m 
a fre,h compari>un with the l-khre\\, but ~nl,jectivdy hr editors of the ,·cr-;;,m, .ind thuu~h cl 'l.,ider 
able, they concern the form rather th rn the matter. !:,ucl1 'co, n·ctions .ire tr ,st cv1d nt m ti> · 
second and th ird cla-.,cs of ~J::,::,., .111<l ,·,1rr t•ven within the same cl;1-.,. 

In the note, here ;ul1kd lo th, En•:lish (R \ ' I nrianb ire <>nly mentioned wht'rc. thc.j' m. ten d'y 
affect the scnsc. 

~ 4. Ti 11 ' ,\ :oil II :-i'T \"J l:~fn:\'-. 

The Greek ,·crsion, at kahl as L )Ill 1in~,I in N A B. i, a. a n·le c.,,ilr mtcll1~1ble and probably 
a correct rcnckrin~ of the ori~in 11 but it is VCT)' hcbraistic. I n,r11 1t were. m..dc the Syri 1 ,t'ld the 
Oki Laun, both of them fairlr closr and ;,~ret'in~ in genc1al \\'ith cod j!i, ., · \\ill be su~n fron 
the notes. VI. i, rough, nftu1 merely hti111zctl hcl,rai,til" {~(eek. and som,t1111cs 1risundcr>t.and, the 
Greek which it tnn»late,. The !\1-;s., nf which S.1l,atic1 used fi,·c l.,r h., tc.:xt. ha\'C bu·~ much 
corrected, pcrh,ips from diiforuit Grcc:k \l..;S so tlut thq• ,·ur co11sidt•ably in m,nor dctai ,. 
though all derived ln.Jm one text. 

The Syriac version was li,~t prinlt'd in \Valton's /',1/;g/()f. It was derived from .t\\'o late :\ISS 
now in the 1.lodlcian Librarr, oi 11hich ,mc: clatcil 16q. 1.,c!on~cd to I've d,c (:\J:i. l'oc. ,!'11), a11J 
the other was copied for L's,hcr in 16!i (\IS. Bodi. 01. 1411. \\ ith th,sc a C.1mbmlgc !\IS. was 
cc..llated ;mu t he ,·ariants uc ,,l\'l'll 11>,· Tho111tl\ kc•I in ,ol. n .,j till' /',,~1.;/,,/. Th_ , , rsi,111 h.1> lwLll 
edited by La:;anlc. in h,s Li/,n I'. r. ,11,•,nflti .\_1ri,1,, 11.ip;ia,., ,s•,11, fr,,m a tenth «·ntu1r \1:-­
in t he llriti,h !\luscum (frum the :\itrian n,lkct1<111J with., iu\1 app:11,1tus .:1itic11,. rl1c :\lu,ct1111 
pOSSCSSC-'> two other :\ISS .. of the twelfth and ~evcntccnth centlll}' respcc1ivelr .. 

. \ third ver,ion, the \ "11lg.1tc. 1 of ks, v.iluc f"r t,•,;tu.d l"''l'"'t:' Jerome, own acc<.>tmt ,1( ,t. 
in hi:; preface, i, not altogether clear I le ,;iys that he l<1und gre.1l vari.ltions in the\!~:--. 1' muh .. rum 
codicum varictatcm vitiosissirnam amput,1vi '1 and implie, tlut he cn,l.:aw,urc~l to produ~e ,I cut1,htent 
text by cmbotlyin" i 11 his work onlr what he fuantl in tlw · l"h"ldee '. The qu~,:ion, "h1ch n.ctu1.dlr 
p1cscnt thcmsch'c.~ arc, \Vhat wcrl' t lw,e divc.:rgcnt :'<JS$. and "h.,t wa, the 'Ch.ddcc ' text> Th, 
.i\1SS. cannot have been Greek, l,ec;rn"' the \ 'ulg.lle Jufer, frvm that 1-cr,ion in import.mt p.u tic u!.,r, • 
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T HE BOOK OF JUDIT H 

c. g. xiv .. ;-; comes at the u1d uf xiii: i. 1 z '-16 and iv. 3 arc omitted: iv. 13-1.; is altered; additions 
arc made after xiv. 12 and c'.sc\\ here; names an<l numbers often differ. In fact, if compared wilh 
the Greek, the \"ulgate presents the appearance of:, paraphr:1st ic recension. On t he other hand, 
apart from the.c material differences, it often follows VL c losely even in dict ion (cf. cap. 16), and the 
resemblance througl1out is sufficient to show that Jerome used l\1SS. of t he \'L. which he merely 
adapted :iml corrcckd, a, he considered, by the help of his • Chaldee' text. It is evident from his 
own rl·marks (' J11iic unam lucubratiunculam dcdi. m:igis sens um e sensu, quam ex verbo verbum 
trilnsferl·ns ') that he spent \'err little time or trouble on it, and for this reason its Hric is less like 
J cromc's than the rest of the \' ulgate. 

As 10 the• Chaldec' text, we have no other e\'idencc. It will be remembered that he speaks 
i11 the sanu; 11 a1· uf a Chaldet: text of Tobit, and that an Aramaic recension of that book was actually 
found and pulil°ishetl by Ns·ubauer (Oxford, 1X;X). No such text of Judith is now known, but as 
Juome's s1at1:mt·nt i, cxplicit with rel-(ard to both book~. we have to inquire wh:it the text was. 
l'ruhabh- 1h1: answer is to be luund in a sentence in the preface to Judith,' Chaltlaeo t.1mcn scrmonc 
conscriptlls inter histori,1s eomputatur' If l,islt1rins represents m·~'l/0, he means that the story of 
jlidith was 1-c;.mlcd .1, a ;i::·i:•:, uch as we lind cmbudit:d in midrashim, or e,·en composed separately 
fur u~c 011 ,pedal occa,ions. L:iter forms of the ~tory, in Hcbre\\' (sec ~ 8), were composed and so 
u,-,cd. and 111 '\eubauu', midra,hic :\IS. the story of Tobit is called .1s a matter of course ,,'lll.l ;i::•11u-. 
\\'c may therefore conclude that Jerome, findinl{ no Hebrew text of the book, used an Aramaic 
;-::.;·;:-: th, .<t, ria1 u ,ntaini11g .1 frcl l rt:atmcnt. uot a translation, of the ~tory. derived probably from the 
(irc:cl,. I Ir. c1·identlr attached more importance to it than to \'L, since he included in his own work 
,1nlr 11hat he found in the Ch:ildee, but in language he was naturally innucnced by VL 1,here the 
t \\(> coincide. Thus the \ 11lgate of Judith is a hurried \ersion of an Aramaic mid rash containing a 
free presentation of the , t,,rr, rather than a uansl.,tion of an}' given text It omits about one-fifth 
of the bouk. 

~ .'i· lJ .\TI <•I' '1111-. 0RH,IX.\l., ,\\f> OJ TIJL \'EhSIO:\S. 

(a) ·1 he exist in~ \Trsions thu, all go b~ck, through t1·c existing Gret·k, t•> the same original, 
their ditfon,:1ces bcini; clul' to altuations within the versions. It is 110w generally agreed (against 
rarli<·r scholars ~uch as F::bricius. Jahn. ancl Uchhorn) that this original 11as Semitic, and llcbre1\• 
rather than .\ramaic. Indeed thue can be no possibility of doubt if ,1·e consider the style of the 
(; reek and the nature of some of the mistakes in it. The language is not merely that popular Greek 
which we now know from papyri of the earlr centuries A. I>. to h:t\C been identical with the Kou•;, 
i:«iAtHos of the '.\ e" Testament, cvtn when independent of ,mr ::,cmitic idiom. The translation is 
so litc:ral that it can be put back into Hebrew with case, and in some cases bccomcs fully intelligible 
only when 5o re·t1.u1~lated. \lo1co1cr, the unusual lack of particles shows tint the writer 11as under 
the innuence of a foreign idiom, whik the constant recurrence of phrases uncommon in late Greek 
but frcqm:nt in Hebrew shows incontestably the language of the original. Such arc e.g. ,ho 
-r.11orro,.,ot• = ':!l'). E<, .. purrw .. ov =•Jc:), the frcqUlnt USC of uq,oOpa = iNO, EU= :l, and manr lllOrC · s~e 
d ie notes on iv. 1, , ·. 12, 19, vii. 10, 28, xii. 4, xiii. 4, 8, 13. 16, xiv. ?, 6, 11. The same conclusion 
is indicit- cl by the cnnfu~ion it1 the geographical names. due to uncertainty in the mind or the 
translator as well as to mistakes of copyists, .,o far as it is not intentional on the part of the author 
(sec~ f, • !:,o also in other n:1mes, e.g. Achior no doubt = ,,.,,nN, chosen as meaning• friend of the 
Jcws ', with thl: common confusion of; and; 

s\gain,t this comparative certainty we ha\ c the express statement of Origen (nd .rlfnc. 13), 
otlOt r;i 'lot'Oi;tl (xpW,·rat) oioE y0.1, txol·u,v aUrU Katt,, d.1roKpV,1,o,i; f,::Jpcua,(, Wi cL1r' aV'Twv 1-4,aO&urt:s iyvWKap.o·, 
as well as the fact th:it Jerome did not use a Hebrew text, which he certainly would have done if he 
h,«1 fuund une. It is pu,sible that in the stat~ment which Origen recei,·ecl from h ts Jcwbh inform.ants, 
st1r,s should be laid un XJJii>na, rather than {xo1•011•,and that it had fallen out of use and was not even 
includul amun;: thl: apocryphal books at the beginning of thl: third century. This must have been 
only tcmp,)rary, since in .W8 Jcrome says ', \pucJ I Icbraeos liber J udith inter apocrypha lcgitur '. 
J <.rome's prcfact: is all rather obscure, and it may be that he really means here to indicate a Hebrew text 
which he kue\\ to exi,t but did not possess. In the vcry next sentence he speaks of the Chaldee 
which · inkr historias computatur ·• a degree lower than apocrypha, and seems tu d1aw a distinction 
between them. No trace of the I Jebrcw original now survives. 

'I lac ,torr i, 1cpn.:,entcd as taking place just after the return from the exile (iv .. ~). T he author 
docs not, ho11 eve,, reprc,cnt himself (as c. g. Daniel) as contemporary with the events recorded. l n 
fact, he mu,t have written much later. The return is far enough away to have become a sort of 
golden age, ; L time of simple happiness granted by God in consequence of the piety of the people . 
In this, :is in its detail,, the dc,cription is wholly at vat'iancc with history (sec§ 6J,dthcr because the 
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INTRODUCTION 

author did not know the facts. or lx·cause ht: "·" 111tt:11L1onally di,1:uisin;.: them. I k ldlln<•t have 
written ,is late as the first ~cntury ,\. fl., for the l(uok b quoted by Ckmull of J{o111c 11 (qr ~ ~1• 
l\loreove~, there ts. no allu.~1.1111 tu thl' final dc,tru.:t1u11 of the lc111plc, 1111r cn:n tu the !{.,man ,x.cup.1\1u 11 
of l'alest111e. Je1\lsh tra<.l1L1un i:onnt:Lh the M<>I"}' "1th the; timt: 11f the ;\Ja.:c,LL-cs, 111.,kin;: J udllh th(' 
daughter uf J o hanan ?r :\lattathia (Zunz,. (,'v11,·s,~. 1 ·,,J'lr<1,i:1•. l nd l'd, p. 1 p J, uul thi, d,,tL ,,i;n:c, 
on the whole be,t with the autho, s ptJ1nl uf 1·t<:\\' 1,cL· ~ 9). \\'e 11111,l, hm1c1er, h1. cartful t, 
di,tin.,:ui,h bdween the date of cmnposition :111<.l the rc.d "r ,u1•1><,s..d d,,tl! of thr· c,t.:11t- rcl.,l ,i 
(sec ~f>) •. -~ he aut~iur evidently 1.1ul~ IMck int11 ht, po,,t-t•,.;tlic ~Lury the .. t.,Lc .,f thiu,:, urnlcr 1,i11, h 
he lum~II hvcd. 1 here 1,·;is no km;.:, but the 1,h,.Je pc.,piL• i, un:le<l 1111d1:r the l li;:h l'ncSt iju.,ki111 
govcrnin;: with the y<1,ut'•ri, or Sanh1.:drim. Tht: ,ibj,·ct r,f thc hn.,k, to,,. ts dc:uly lo cncu,rrd •t· LI t. 

nation to n:sisl thc cncmie, ot'the1r rdi;.:i11n ;iml, 1111nlry even un,l<-, the 1111»L dcspcr.,lc ,irc11111,~1n,·c~. 
and presupposes:\ time of grc;il 1~,liti,.d ,,r rdi:.;i•,us ctmT,;Lncy. Tllcsc ,ncr.d 11ui11t,, as wdl ,,, 
the ddin1ldy l'haris.aic theology, 1110,l 11.Lll11.dl) i111!1l'..1tc an a11tlt111 lil'it1;! t1111.irds the 111iddlc ,,fthc 
second century I! 1 Such i, the view of Schurer, llil,:c,1ftld, '\ncl '.':uldekc 1Cf. al,o Ch:1.jcs in 
h•stsdtl'ljl ll,11la.;, p. 105 I kb., \\ho find, ;i number of par,1llcls with tht> books uf the 
Maccabe;,·,.) Hall prnpo,t· a d 1tc ,,hout ;•1 ;o 11.l , and :i.r~uC's "ith wc:al in;;cm,ity th:1t J ..idith 1s 
modclkd llll Sdlumc, ,uel.e,,i,cly \\IIC ,,r ,\11,t11!,11h1, .11111 J,rntt,,i, lnll thi, Lllll• tc. Ir ,J,..1,lc tlt.111 

the earlier date. 
The fact thal the! book is not mentioned by Josephus or Phil, or i11 tl.c Xew Tc t.1mcnt provc-c 

nothing. Josephus d 1cs nut refer Lo Job, besides uthc, b,mk,, .,nu l'mlo ,!oc, not 11ut1ce .111y of th,· 
Apocrrpha. 

(b) The versions c.m only br appro,.;imatcly d.1tt·d. 'fhe earlie~t re le1<·11c·e tn the l,ook, Jn<l 
no doubt to thl. Greek ,·cn,wn uf it, is by Clc:11t·11t uf lfo:1"· ( 1 C~;r. ~-~· ~ ,ltt.l .il ab mt ,,o \. lJ I le 
alludes to the :;tory a, if it were well known t<,, his <ircek rcadcrs, ,cry mu,h 111 the s.1me WdY a~ he 
goes on to speak of E,ther. Allm1 in~ some time for the ,irigitul l,i,r,k lo become C'>l.tbli .}•cd bcfort" 
it wa~ Lranslatcd, ""<l ,ome timt· for tht· transl.uion to become known, \IC ,hodd pr0b.,bly uale the 
Greek not later than the beginning of the lirsl century \ I•. 

The VL wa" made from the (,reek. :inu a, m Jerome's time (S<'C { 4 1 it wns alrcauy vcrr 
corrupl, it must have been ct 1011;.: time m 1.:xi,tencc. The Syriac, which ,1:,:re., .lo,dy with 1l, was 
po,:;sibly made about the :;amc time from the s,,mc (,reek Le.~L, f,n the use of oricnta, Chr1st1,111s. 
Fritz.schc surmises vaguely th;it both w,T<.: 111:ide b~twt:cti the tin,t ,,ml third u:nturic, \ !J., and we 
h,we no mcans of dating them more! precisdr. 

§ 6. I:-.;n;,;1,1 rv 1,1 Till. 'J'l'\T; I." 111,; IORH. ,\I Fl{A \II\\ (IJ,1,, 

It has been sugge;ted ti1al the story is loundc<l on a popular lr.,dition, true or i,n,1gi11.11y. 
R e uss thought that the Sunb in l.ap. l'• \\'a, .in ~Ml}' ""mpo,iti .. n. like! lire , .. n,, ni Ji, L r t,t , 1<! :h,,t 
the story was built upon it. Jt i:; certainly rcmark.1ble that in xv,. 10 l'ersians and )ledcs, not 
Assy,ians, arc mentioned. There c.111 be no doubt that Judith belon:,:, to the family of J ,el, I'sthcr, 
anJ J11,lll uf ,\re. Such a theme appc.ils slt•.•n,,ly Lu po1rnl."· i111.1,.:huu .. 11, .111.l c·,, :1 I !1 .. •c I"" 11,:, 
easil} lend~ to bc O\'crlai<l wilh fiction. \Vhatever may be the truth, the work, :is we have it, is 
a consistent whole, and,\\ 1th the pos,iblc cxcc.ption of the ,ong, show· nu s,;:n, of b~:ni; by murc 
than one hand. 

\\'hat then is the period which the author is pn•posing to <lcscrib~ anJ how f.u is it m J,:rcc­
mcnt 11ith history? The ,1ue,tiun has bccn ,cry ,.1riu11,i}' .111>1H1LU .. \11~111p:, h.11c !,~, 1 lll,,dc 
to identify the N ebuchadnczzar of the story with As,urbanip.il, Xcrxc, l , • \rtaxerxc, < lchus, 
Antiuchus Lpiph.int:s: .\rpha,.;a<l \\'ith lll'i<•t:c, <1r l'li,,,.,,1-,. \\'11l10ut d:•cu,,1.1c l,ic,L :I«>:.- 1•1 
detail, it may be said al ol\Cl: that nune of thun i, c11nsi,tent 1,itho111 ., ,s"''d d, d ,f I ,1..:111,:. I h,· 
historical Nebuchadnezzar <.Jiu not reign ,tl l\mcvch 1i. 11. he· died in .~<, ~, 111u the 1t::11111 from the! 
e:xilc ,1as not till ab.,ut • ,t,, I k Jid nnt 111.1kc: \\',II' on .\lc.!1.1 1L ; 1 11 .. r c.<i'lute l·'.,l,.,1.1,11. Nur "" 
the annals of A s.,urbani~tJ, thuugh they arc \'cry 11111, 1t·c .. 1d ,llt~·Llun,: of the kind, whil,• .\h:di.i h.1tl 
ceasecl to be a power before the time of the oth<.:1 kings \\'h,,m ll h.,s bcen prvp<1sed tu 1,knttl}' with 
Nebuchadnezzar. At the time of the Rc.:turn, the Jbbylom,1n l'tnpirc had p.1s..-.ed l<1 the I\ t ,i.11h, 
They were not likely to sc:nu a puniti1·C! cxpcditi1rn .1,:.,in,t the J t'\\ ,, "Ii,, 11·.:!e 1h>t L hu1 lit a po,tti 11n 
to ofkr a ny resistance. )loa:.ivcr, ,\ rpha,.;ad i, not the: 11.1111c • ,I ,111)' .\lcd1,,n km,; mt·nu,,n~d b,· 
Herodotus, and the foniticatiuns of Lcu,\lan,L were not built l>y him iJut U}' Ucillci:s I I ldt. t. ,,:-,: 
(H)olvfcrncs ( = Oroferne,) .mu Baguas, if they arc hi,t11ric,1l n,11ncs, ,11e l'crsi,,n, and bdon;.: lo the 
time o f Artaxerxes Ochus \St:t: below). :\gain, th<ere w.1s nu km,; in lsr;,cl, but th..: people \\.J, ruled 
by the High Priest Joakim 1iv. f>. 8, q, ,.;,·. X) and a ~.111hedrtt11 (i" 1', ~v. ,b•. It h.is Lieu, 
suggested that this p,,ints to the rt:ign of :\lanassch when .he w_.1, a prisoner in ;,.1b~·ln11. or _L« the 
m[nority of jo.,,iah. Either c\planation is imprvbablc. 11 a 11 t,;h l'nc,t \\'as awn::: l<1r the km~.~" 
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u nu,ual a !.ituation ,,·,mld have t11 be explained, whereas it is taken for granted, and abo it is in­
consistent with the reference, lo the exile (iv. 3, v. 1 R). The suggestion that Joakim (Eliachim i,1 
the \'nlgalel is the s:1me a, the 1·.liakim of z K iugs xviii. J 8, and that he may ha, e survived as High 
l'ricst under :\Lma,,eh, is not supported by the list of l ligh Priests. In fact the author clearly 
intend, to pnl hi, , t11rr at thc time of the Return, but makes no attempt to fill in the picture cou­
,islenth. If it i, t,, be lllade con,istcnt, this can only be done b}' explaining the names as pseudonyms 
dis«ui,ill" 1calh historical JKN>ns. Tlus i, the view taken by Ball, and it mm,t l.,e admittc,d that he 
f111ZI, ,011~ r('m:1rkahlc l·oincidenc1:s. on the assumption that :'\cl.,uchadnezzar is :\ntiochus Epiphanc,, 
the .\s,yrian, ,tit' Sp i.1ns. :'\ incveh is J\ntio:h, antl Arphaxad i,, A rsaccs of Persia ( = l\Icdia), .igainst 
,dwm .\ntiochth made .111 Lxpcdition. But if the book is historicaljit-tio11, as il seems lo bc, we need 
not ex pell l<> l:Xpl.,in all its statements. The ,\Titer selected such incidents as suited his purpose, 
,,·ithoul troublin~ aL,,ut historical accuracy. The framework o f the story was most probably 
su,!g<",tnl '"' Sch111e1 :tnd other~, l.,y the campaign of 1\1ta:s;erxl.'s Ochus ngainst Phoenicia ,llld 
l·:g-ypt f.1bom 3.'i" 1·. c.). One of his g<'nerals was l-loloferncs, brother of the king of Cappadocid 
flJiod. Sic. xx~i- 191, ,,ho w;i- sent against l~gypt, though it b expressly stated that he died in hi:; 
own country, and a ,crtain Rago.is ,,as hb most trusted servant (Diod. Sic. xvi. -Ii), Sidon sur­
rcndt'red to the l'usi:ins 1cf. Jndith ii. 2/i ,eq.J, and the army then marched south towards l.:,:ypt, 
pass,11~, no doubt, through l·.sdraelon (iii. 9/, If any incident occurrl.'<l in the campaign similar to that 
rclatd ht:rl', we have no other record of it. The details arc not meant to be historical. Nebuchad­
n::aa1 i, intrnduced a, the typical arch-em:my of J udaea : the time of the Return is chosen as being 
far all'ar and litth: l.no11 n. and thL author i~ guilty of a further :inachronism by describing hi!> 
ch:u.1cters under the conditions of his own day. In the song lxvi. 10), if that is by the author of the 
re~t. tht mention of l'cr,ians ,c.:m, lo sho,, that he was really thinkin:,: of the Lampaign of 1\rtaxcrxe,; 
Ud1u,. I k ab<, aff.:ch archa1, 11a1m:s and all u,ion,, hence with :\' ebuchadneuar':. army he include:­
princcs of l\h ·1L and c.iptain, ,,f .\mmon (,. i), the traditional t:ncmics of Israel, who were m place, 
1·. g-. in ~ Kn~, xxiv. 1, l.,ut cm urcly not ha\'c been important in 150 or c,en t'iO J;, c. Similarly 
J\l1dian 111 '21J/ aml Esau 11 ii. Ii> arc ;1rchai~tic for 1\rabs and Idumacans. 

Such being thi; method uf the book, we need not expect to identify all the gwgr:iphical any 
lll(lrc than the per,onal names. J:Cthulia, the scene of the story, is l'cry like Shechcm, and, if the 
author w,1,; thinking- of ~htchcm, that may account for his using the name Btn'>loua = il1):,: n•J :.inc<.: 
tht· Sa111ant,111s call :\It Gni1im >s n•::1 It also fits the stor}', as a place of first-ratL strategic 
importance, far better than S,1fcJ or Bail llfa, which ha, c also been propo,ed. \Vith r1.g«rd to th<.: 
ut her placc-11ames, thl:re b cvidc:nll} a good deal of corruption either in the original or in the 
vcrsions, or huth. l'l!an}' of them ;ire to,, much distorted to be recognizable, but thcr may conceal 
actual site,, known or unkno,,n. The) can hardly be pure!>• imaginary. Torrcr (7.·IVS, 1899. 
pp. 160 ,.,,q ,111d J-/,;ri/q;i11111 •.• d,· / ",:r:u , p. 599) show, that, takinl,! lkthulia to be Shl'chcm, the 
llther pl.1t'c, agree, su far .. , thcr can be i,kmified. Sl.'e furthc1· on iv. Ii. 

* i, TJJt ALTHOH 0~ TIil. BuOJ ... 

,\s tn the anoll)'lllous author there 1s no tradition. From his writin;:- in Hebrew and from hi;,. 
detailed refncnces to the gc:og-raphr of the Holy Land, it may be inferred that he was a Palestinian 
Jc\\', Frum his theological views 1~ 9) it seems that he belonged to the P harisaic party. I fe wa." 
,1 man of some liternry skil l. The story is well told, and apart from a certain tendency to exaggerate 
the magnitude of thl.' military operations, the style i,, restrained and straightforward, without 
11111,ccc5':11: cl.,bor.ttlon. I le ,,as abu well acquainted,, ith the literature of hi, people, for, while his. 
c!e,criptions h.1,·c vigour ~nd originality, the book is full of reminiscences of the Old Te,tamcnt, 
t. i;. with the story of Achior in c:ips. :,, 6, cf. that of l\licaiah in 1 Kings zz; with , ·iii. 3 cf. 2 King" 
h·. 18 ,eq.; l'iii. 1'> is a quotation from i'/um. xxiii. 19; ix. 7, x.vi. 3 from Exod. X\' . 1; xiii. 18 from 
Gen. xiv. HJ, io. Thc fact that the quotations agree with the LXX rather than with the Hebrew· 
t('Xl 111,,y lie mcrc:y due 10 the tr.m,lator. The author apparently kne\\' some of the latest of the 
0. 1 books (Esther and Daniel), and in v. 6-8 dr,1,,s upon some midrashic source r.1r the story of 
A!Jrah.1111. 

~ 8. 1 \TU{ l"sL OJ Tlle BOOK. 

(<11 Althou;.:h lhl.' l.luuk of Judith wa, not rcceiv.:d by the Jews, the 5torr \\·.is well known to them, 
al least in thl.' mit!dk: a;.:.:s It i~ mentioned in the liturgy for 1.lanukka (thl: feast of the Dedication 
of the templl.' in~tituted by Judas lllaccabaeus on Chisleu Z.il, and appears in various Hebrew forms 
amon;.: the minor midra,him (sec Zunz, Ct>ltrsd. T ·or1rt1gc, ed. 2, p. 1.1 r ,. 1\ short recension of it is 
edited br Jellinek in h1s /;, / !1t1-.lfidrasd1, i, p. 130, a longer text, ibid. p. 1_p, and another, ibid. ii, 
P· u Three.: mo1c form, of the story an:. found in illSS. of the Bodlcian Library. See also 
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Gai.Lcr in /'.\/:.,/,_ X\i, p. l,'jl>. \ text tra11 ... ,i...J f1u111 ,h1.. \ 11l;.:.1tc, a11d a:~1cci11-' with 1h.,1 .. ! 
two Rodlc1;m ~IS'.-,. tllcb. d. 11 f. 2.,') an<l ~I::,. <>1,p. i 1 ! f. ,r,4 1, '"" publi,hcd .,1 ,-.::11,e: ,1t,;,11• 
lf>,jl, lllldCr the title of n•,1:,• :,:;'J/~. ;\ullC or thc:IL' IS ill ;Ill}' Sl'IISe ,I lr.111,l.!ti,JII oi th,• (:reel: •tilJ 
lc~s the ori;.:inal f11rm of the book. Ther ;ire free ,kctth1:~ .,fa well-kn,," 11 ,tv1)', "'-I ,J,,,,11 tr ,1, 
memo ry, like other m•::·i:-:i. in 11111re or lc.s dc:t.111 ,1t"c111din;! 1 .. the t.1,1c ,,f the wn1c1. I lier .,,. 
usually short, .111~ of no ;.;rcat.a111iquit7·. 111 th.: :\IS:.. th<:r arc ;,t:ncr:dlr lie.,dcd · t~~, l,l 11rnl. , ' 
llcbrew transl.il!ons of the (,reek ,,crc pul,lished 1,y :\!cir Ii .• \schu ,ti lk1la11 111 1;61,, 1,,. f; 11"", 

at \ 'icuna iu iX 19, anti by Fr.rnkcl al Le1p~i:~ m 1~30 1with utlw,· ,lf><.Cl)'l'la.11. ,\ J111!.1c,;.1;cra11111 
tr:inslativn by S. Laud.tu appt·,11cd .,t F1.1nk1urt .,. :\I. in 1, 1.~- .\ l'er,1.111 vcr,i•>11 , 'l.i•h in ,, 
Bo<llci,111 :'l!S. ti lydi: 191. It is,rnuurmuus, 11111 ,- 111.,d,· lr11111 lh<' \':il;.:,1tc,.111d the :'II~ 11.1s 1,r,,b.11,1) 
written about 1600. 

(b) In the Church it was well known from the <:reek (.rnu Latin) tran,lations, .rnd ,•.as often 
quoted, nut ,ts ..:a11UlllL,d but ,b e<lii} 111;.:, c, I,!. l,y ! k111c11t uf l{u111e, ( k1m 111 .,f • \ I, x,rnd, ·.,, U, ; 1 , 

T crtullian, .-\mbro,e, ,\ugustine \see Fritz,tht·, l:'1 i/01u11g, { ,1,, :luas ;:,.uh.ally ·'"l''i,in.,: a •II• 
canonical recugnitiou. U11 the use of the l,ouk 111 medi.,,., ,,I ti1111 "· ,<e l'cntin :,u./,tlt I .undrut. r.,-c. • 

After the Council of Trent, the l'rotcslant~, though rcjectin,: it frt>m tht· c:rnon, mainta:11ed tlw 
early de,\ th,,t ,t \\,,~ ;;uU<I fu, editr111;.. .rnd used il 11,.,·I) 111 1,1c1i.i1,11g It \\,1 11,,u 1,l11iittL.J t .. 
the l· ngli,h Church lection:irr. 

§ 9. Tttt111.01,\ 11t· ntL Jl(luJ... 

The thcoloi,:y of the book is slro11i:;ly l'haris;,ic. ·1 he stor} is clc.,,rly iuti.:n<lcu for u 1iri, 1tiu11 1,, 
encourage the peo1->lc in some time of trial, .111d to p,>int 011t the true 1\,1}' to uel,Hr.,nn· U} sho,,111:; 
that brad's lloublcs ,uc duet() ,in(\'. 1 ;, 1~. xt. 10), lhat s.tlvat :,11 come~ th,uu:,11 t,ust ,11 (io<l a.id 
obedience Lo H im, and that God u,,cs the ,,e.,k tluug, to confound the •twnf: (ix. 10 .11"J 1rL<1ucntlp 
But obLdicncc to God. which is righteousness. consist, in the ~trict ob,erv.mcc· of lht· L.,w. Jud tla 
is ~trong because of her c:onsci11u,ncss of keeping the Lrn /xva. 1 c, 1. ::-,he ul>su \ c, not ,>nly th.: 
pcntaleuchal fca~ls of the Sabbath .uu! :\ cw ~loon, but .dw the e, c, ,,f tht m (\ iii '>), ., , rcqui c.d l,y 
the later teaching. ::.he nol only ,1l>st"int:d from forbidden food l.11a ,he r., •,·d c. 111 mu.ill> ,rnd 
undawcnt furth<.:r mortificatiun (viii .i, 6) although she \\'ils rich. .She i, thu, ., pcrfl'ct t} µc of 
Pharisaic iii,:htcousncss, ~he cvLn dilate, t,11 these t!,,ttrincs tu I lot,.rcrn, ,c.,1,. 11 ), I.I) mi; :.t LSS 

on the .... u, c.:nc~s of pu11i:"l-h1ncnt \\ hid1 \\ uuld h llv" 011 ..,lH •. h :-.,llS .Ls th\; c.ltl"r,, ~I f1 1 b.t 1 " 1 t,,it10 ~ .11d 
the using of tithes and first-fruits l,}' the riti1.cns ,,f lklhuli.1 in thl'ir exlrtm,tr. l· r r e, n in thl' 
most despe,atc ca,c Got! will find ,1 me.111s of dclivcr.,ncc rur I lis i.,i,hfu: people and ,,iii pu1 a•h 
the opprc,sor. This µu111sh111c11t i; inflicted not only in the prescnl 1tre 1'11cre ,, 111 L<: ., tl,t} _ L 
ju<lgcm<:nl (appa1 ently after <le.1th) whrn thC' \\ icked ,, 111 be cuu<lcmncd to to 1r..11t l•} t re 
and worms for ever (xvi. 17). 

The objcct1011 which has been made l•l Judith's dtctit (x;. :;) and ap1->rv\·al of vaolcmc ,c r<el} 
deserves notice. It coul<l only be made in C<'mplttc i~nur.111cc uf the ,pirit of the lame, ,rnd ,ho\\• 
an ullcr inabilitr tu app1cdatc th<: pvsiliv11 .,j ., 111::uplc ,trn,;;:l,.1g .1;..1o11,t .,,el\dlL!1n 11. , .. ! 
their religion and their \Cl'}' c.·xi,tcncc. 
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l I In the twelfth y._;1r of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, who reigned over the Assyrians in Nineveh, 
2 the gre:1t city; in the days of Arphaxad, who reigned O\'er the ~kdes in Ecbatana, and built at 

I .cbat;ina and round about it walls of hewn stones three cubits broad and six cubits long, and made 

3 the hei;.:ht of the ,val) seventy cubits, and the breadth thereof fifty cubits; and set the towers thereof 
at the gates thereof, a hundred cubits hi;.:h, and the breadth thereof in the foundation threescore 

•1 cubits. :111d made 1lw gate, thereof, e\'en gales that were rai,ccl to the height of ~cventy cubits, and 
the l,r,:aclth of them forty cubits, for the going forth of his mighty hosts, and the setting in array of 

.- his foutmcn: en:n in those days kin,,: :'\cb111:haclneuar made war ,lith king Arphaxad in the great 
r, plain : this plain is in the borders of Ragau. , \ncl there came to meet him all that <lwclt in the hill 

, ·,.unt1')', and all that ,!welt by Euphrates, and Tigris, and Hyda,pe~. and in the plain ,,f Arioch the 
ki11g ,,f the J·:lym,L·an~; and many nations of the s.ms of Chtlod assemblc.:d themselves to the battle. 

And l\d>ttchadnczz;tr king of the. \ssrrians sc:nt unto all that clwdt in l'er,ia, and to all that dwelt 
wcstw.ml, to those that dwelt in Cilicia and Damascus and Libanus and Antilibanus, and to all that 

)-: chn.:lt ,,,·er against the sea coast, and tu those among the nation~ that were of Carmel and Gilcil.d, 
,. .rnd to Lhe higher Galilee and the gr,at plain of Esdrat.:lon, and tn all th,1t wc.:rc in Samaria and the 

cities thcrc·of. and beyond Jordan unto Jerusalem, and Betane. and Chellus, and Kadcsh, and the 
10 r:\·~r .,f I·;:) pt, and Tahpanhcs, an<l Ramcses, ,md all the land of Goshen, until thou comc,t above 

T.rnis and ~lunplus, and to all that dwelt in J·.grpt, until thou comest to the !.>orders of Ethiopia. 
11 :\nd nil they that d\1dt in all the land ma<lc light of the comman<lment of Nebuchadnezzar kmg of 

the Assyri,ms, and went not with him to the war; for they were not afraid of him, but he was before 
thc:m 1s one man; an,l they turned ,11\a}' his messengers from their presence without effect, and with 
disgrace. 

io Ancl '\elmchml11czzar was exceeding- \\Toth with all this land, and he sware by his throne and 
king-dom, that he would surely be avenged upon all the coasts of Cilicia and Damascus and Syria, 
that he would slay 11 ith his sword all the inhabitants of the land of .Moab, and the children of 
Ammon, and all Juda.•a, and all that were in Egypt, until thou comest to the bor<lers of the two 

13 seas. ,\nd he ,ct the battle in array with his host aga111st kin{,! Arphaxa<l in the ,evcntcenth year; 
and he prevailed in his battle, and turned to night all the host or Arphaxad, and all his horse. and 

14 all his chariots; and he became master of his cities, and he ca me even unto Ecbatana. and took the 
1,; trnnrs, and spoiled the street~ thereof, and turned the beauty thereof into shame. And he took 

.\rph;ixad in the mountains of Ragau, and :smote him thro11.~h with his cl,trts. and <lestroyed him 

I. I. On the history sec Introduction, § 6. Nebuchadnezzar reigned from 6o4 to 562 I!. c. al Babylon. Nineveh 
.1nd the ,\ssynan cnipirc wc1c deHrn)ed about 007. Arphaxad is not known as a kin1; of \tedia. It was Deioccs 
(nrcord111,; 10 llerudntus 1. 98) \\to for1i1icd Ecbatana, about 700 ll.C., and Cyrus who cicstro)·ed it in 550. 

5. I he lpodos1, b(·grn~ here," 1th .w:ni j then'. Ragau R:1gac, the plain ,,tuch bcbins about 100 mile~ nonh·cast 
ot J.v,atan.n. 

(,. Hydaspes. There is no rh er of this name in the region. l'crhaps the C.hoaspes is meant. byr. has t:lai. 
and in the plain of Arioch the king,.,., ,,.,8/'1' •.,1,..:.x ,: ;f,.-,x, •• (N' ~,.,,). The nominati1·e cannot be trans-

1,He,; "' i, RX. Tia· sentence may originally ha, e run 'they that inhabited the hills •. and in the plain, and 
Ario ... . 111d • . Chclod assembled ... ' The pla111 as the plain of Elam. The Mme Arioch is borr0\1ed from 
< ,en. rc1,. 1 ln ,1cc.ord;::.nce with tllc author's lo, c of a rcha1sm. 

of the bons of Chelod .. to lbe battle, ,ir r.np in1fu• vlw• X. properly • many nations assembled to the army 
(' battl~ ', ' ~mr,' n, below, svi. JZ) of the sons of Ch.' The name (otherwise unkno11n) may be a corruption of 
' Chalda1 .ms , 

S. those among the nations (O'll), 1,robal.,ly the non-Jewish mh.,bitants arc meant. The Je11s are menuoned 
later. 

9. beyond Jordan i. c. from the BalJ)'lonian point of,iew, though this should ha1·e come earlier in the ,cr.e. 
. n,,;i thrnks 1h,u Bt:tane 1s lk-th·,1no1h Uos. w . 59), 1ha1 Chellus 1, .\llus m l<lumaca, ,u1d thm Kadesh is Kedtsh 
an .I :dal, (J, .hua "'· ~31 or l..:.l<i<-sh-l\arnca. The river of Egypt is the \\',1c;1.;1.l-Arish, the boundary of Palestme 
and Egypt. 

11. as one man, we "'''II' ,;,, N ,1 and } ritzsche. The ordinar)' reading is.,, ci,qp iuor. If this is the original (and 
,ir a corn: tion of N' .\J 1t m:'.y reprc5cnt tn::• c~~:J. n misreading of ~li.? 'a man of naught'. 

•~- the two £eas, the Kcd Sc.i and the Mediterranean, or possibly two pans or the l\tcditerrnncan. 
14. beauty. . into shame, ., pbr on words in the I kbrew '!liJ '!l'. 
1s. destroyed him i.e. him ,ind his kingdom. 
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16 nlt<;rlY, unto this ~a}', Ami he n:lurned with them t, :s;111cvL 1, h<· .,nt! ;ill hi~ n>111p,inr .,f sunrl,y 
,1.,Ltons, ;in cxcecdm:.: lc!rcat muh1tudc ,,f men of 11·,1r, wd th..:,c he t•Jol. his c:.sc .111d La11quctcd, he 
and his host, a hundred and twenty days. 

2 1 ~\nd in the Cl!,;htt:cnth yc.u-, the two .1ml lwcnticth d.,y ,,t tli ti,~1 111vnLh, th, r,; \\ 1, t ilk in th< 
house of J\ebuch,1dncuar kini: of th<: ,\,s)'li:111,, th.11 he ,'1u1iltl I," ,l\'t'll"cd 011 1111 th, I 1tul , \CO ,i• 

, he spake. .And he <:,died toi:cthcr .ill his ,,:r\'ants, nml .ill hi, hrc,1l 111t11, ,ual <0111111i.111 ,ti.:t! " th 
3 them his secret cou,1scl, ;1ml cunclmkd tlw .1tll1nin.; 111 .di the 1.,,,.1, t!l of lus V\\ 11 111 ,11th. .\1111 
~ tla:y tlccrnd to de,t,~)' all fll·sh ''.·luch foll"" cd ,rnt the \\uni, hi~ 1.1<,uth. .\nd it c,11m: tr, I 1-s 

when he had ended 111, c,rnn~cl, !\cb11d1adm,z,.11 king ,.f th" A ,,11.ui. ctll<d llool11fi.:111cs 1•1 d11lf 
captain of his host, \\ hich was next after himsdf, .,nd ,aid unto him, 

a Thus ,,li'.h th<.: i;,eat k111i:, the lo,d 11f ;_1,l the ,,11th, 1Sd1 d, ti. u It .. I, rth f,0111 ,ny p,c-,,ettu;, 
anti take \\'tth thee men that lrusl Ill their str,n~ih, 11nt,i .1 liu11d1ld 111d t\\Clll\" I" u,.11ul tu<,t111 n, 

<• and the number of hor~c:s \\ith llH:i1 rid<1s t1,d,c thn11,-.111d .. ,n.! II 11 ,h.,it ;, tlftli ., .,in,t :ill th 
; \\Csl cou11lr}', h1.:ca11se thcr di, .. hq«I till' ,11111m,1111l111e11t .. 1 m, ir. ,1th .. \r• · ;hr,11 :1i ,lt ,hd11c 

unto them. that thc:y prc.:p;11,· <:,11th .,n,l \\,1tu ; IKc,111,,· I" .I · I 11h 111 Ill) \\1,,th , .,11i-l th, rn, 
and will co1·er the whole lace of the e:irth with the flet of Ill) ltu,t, .111<l I will g1,·c them for a spo"I 

8 unlu them: and their slam sh.di rill tlw11 , .din, .,ml 111, , ., ,m lh ''" 1 1 I 1,c t, kt!" 11h ti 11 
9, 10 dead, till it mcrflow; ,111d I \\11l i<.:ad thl'III ,,11,ti1,, tu thc 1:111,, t 1,.111,, 1 ,'I the, 11tli. llut th, 11 

shall go fo1 th, and take bdml'h,,11,I f111• 111L .di thc·i1 lv,ist,, .,nd 11 ti<)' ~ii., I ~ ,d thc11hd\L"i 1111tu 

11 thcC'. then shalt tho u reserve them fur me till the cl.1y of thd1 1cproof. But "s l<lr them that arc 
disul:Kdient, thrne eye shall not 'pare; but thou sh ,It h"'C thuu up lo l>l ,!.1111 and to Ix: ,po1kd 111 

J 2 .ill thy lancJ. J or a.,, I livl', ;md by the pu1,er ol my I m;,<lom, I h.11· spokell n,I I w ll do thi, with 
13 my hand And thou, mo1eo1·cr, sh.ill nut ll,tn•grc, ,rn: 1t of the Lnmm.mdn,d •s f th} Ir.rd, but 

thou shalt urcly accompli,h thun, .,, I h,t,c L<>111111.1mlc.:, rhll 111d 1hou hJlt n ,t ,kfcr tu do th•·m. 
, 4 .\ncl llolofeme, \\ent forth lrum the prcs..:nci.; ot his :ord, ,md <.all«.! JII t11e ,;on:mor, .rnd the 
,,; capt,iins and officer" of the host of ,\sshur anti he nu111hucd c.ho:lll 111t'1 fo, the b.1ttle, a hi, lord 

h;Ld com111andc.:d him, untu a h11nd1ccJ ,111J t\\·cnty thousand, 1nd t\\chc th,,11 .me, trd1cr on •1orsc-
i6. 1; b,ick, ancJ he ranged thc.:m, as ,l grc,1t lllllltilmlc 1s orr'crcd Jor thi.: \l,1r ,\ncJ he tu k un cls ancJ 

;is,;cs ancJ mules tor th<.:ir bag:,.,1g.:, an c:xcc«lmi; grc.,t mulutu,k ,ncJ sheep nc.! uxcn and i;o.,t~ 
1S without number for their prn\'i,ion; and grc:ll ,tu,c ut 11ctual fur ncry nun .mJ cxccc<lin,.:: much 
H) gold and ,ihc1 out of the kin~·s hnuse •• \n<l he went f ,rlh, h• ard all hts ho,t, "nth( r iourncy to 

go bdon, kin~ :'.\l·buch.1unlZL,1r, .1mt Lt> c l\'er ;di thL fac~ uf the l,11 th \\ l t\\,1rd "1th tiiL11 t.h.inoh 
:io and horsemen and chosen footmen. • \ncl , gre.n «•rnpany of i;un , y n ,twns ", nt orth 1, ith them 

like locusts. and like the sand of the e;irlh: fo, they could 11ut li1. numhc I h) tl' ,s ,n ot their 
multitude. 

2 1 .\ncl they departed out of '\111c\'ch tl11c<! ,!.,y,' journey to\\.lld the :1J.1in uf II ct1lct 1, ancJ 
encamped from Bcuikth n<.:,1r the rnuuntain whKh is 1L till kft I ,ml d the 11:,pcr C1k1,,. .\ntl he 

,6. U ha,• ,nd he returned \\llh thc·n ( .c the spuds, .'i: .J, I, an 11•, I,, 1 tor 1:0 "·')' 
company i~ ut~µu:n,,·, u::,t<l here t\"i a noun. '.1 ro:ed mull.tu c '; "' • ,"' 1µ.&1/f.r , 11 :::o mJ 1 ,o l x 38 I luodutu 

i\li. 55 \l>C~ Ul/J/JllTO\ {ddJ.I of lhc ,tfln) ,r \cTXC. 
JI. 1. the twenty-second day of u,~ firbl month ""d' nil) c " t 1::0, l) 'u t, >1h 1111c r.turn •o • '\,nc,cl1' 

took plarc JUst before the end of the nint I monil•, f the SC\\ ntc, •h ,cu uf '\c I h prcc1 • ,tc IS " ~nt 10 ,c 
the· appcaram·l! of Jeal l11slo1,. 

:. communicated, (Ou(/! Ill. plnu:d. The < rct:k 01 tin:. \l r e 1 I'>< 

:""'L.:,\ nu~rc.J. n • ,( ""'~;0 
' re\ c 1k:d Ins F •rposc concluded, at 11<TiX<tr< • l 11t£sL"hc. SU>-; ~:c:sts th;i.t th lra .... S1 Ht. 

to destroy)'. lf ~1l1 •ended• 111 \ti'~<.: 4 1 .1bu for' tt.:\L lie '. Lf , m I t "'· 13. 
3. an flesh, a common llebrai.,m, i:;'J ... ~. 
4. tH )olofernes(always with rhc ·mooth hrc,llhin;: in Crc.\.) 1s us •II_> ,,,ken to be I >rUwµhrne,,il l'crs 1n 11.1mc 

borne b) the kin;::s of C1ppadoci.1. 11 1, 4uit~ out 01 pl, t, ,n t,1e 11.u, "' '\cb. 
6. the west country 1s L&)l't and :>)n,1, \\l11ch '" re tile obJ«t of tlic ,.,mp.11i;•1 of \r 1xcrxc Uchus; d. 

lntrod. § 6. 
7, eai-th and water n:i. .1 :-i,r111 ,,1 )Ul,1111~:,,on. Tin h1J11 ul.1 h I l I n n, t \ .. , 1.111 , r I , ) u ,rn I 

l O lid!. vi. 48, 49). 
1 will go, 1 e. my power will go. . . 

S. river ... overftow. Kathr 'c,cn a >1ronl,', rushing rn, r ,hall be choked up :ind hlfe,l., 

,'ff1a:A,Cco" trn.nsl.,,1tes. 90,:.:• t..r.J in I~:,.. b:\I. 12. 
10. Rather• anti they shall yield .. , and thou shalt 1c;crvc •• .'. kcs1s1 .. ncc ts not r<",:ardcd as concel\-able. 

reproof. lA,yµQ~ is ,ro,n, implying con\'lction \\tth con!.tctut..:nl pun1shmt:m. 
11. thy land. 58 V L Sy, 19 1o8 omit 'thy . . 
20. companv, .f°.rr1µu<Tnt, t.f. trl',.,.µ.o."Tu\ mi. 16. :\ott.: rhc e~hserauon. 
:::1. Becliletb. U,u<rtlAw.9. ,one nf th1,; rnupt, .. t,1 itlt111111 1t1on.> i~ ,ll. all lUll\ill IO,:,• .\111 l \; 1t.) It\\ :, n1.; r ~­

Cilic,a, about 300 miles from \ine,ch-nn impossible Journey to pertorm in three days. 
l49 



THE BOOK OF J UDITII 2:. 22-3. 10 

Look all his host, his footmen an<l hurs<:men an<l chariots, an<l went awa} from thence into the hi II 
,.1 country, and dcstrorcd l'ut and l.ud, and spoiled all the children of ]{asses, am! t he children o f 
,~ hhmacl, which \1-c:rc uvcr against the 11ildcrness lo the south of the land of the C hcllians. A nd he 

went over Euphrates, and wenl through .'.\ le:.opotamia, and brake do\\ n all the high cities that were 
,, L1pon the river .\rbonai, until thou comest to t he sea. And he took possession of the borders of 

Cilicia, :111d slew all that resisted him, and came unto the borders of Japhcth, which were towa rd t ltc 
,,, south, 01·er ag,,in,t 1\rabia. ,\n<l he comp.isscd about all th e children of :\lidian, an<l set on lire 
,; their t1.:nts,and sp ,ilcd thcir sh~cpcote~. s\nd he went do11n into the plain of Dam,iscus in the <lays 

of "h<:at hanTst. aml s<:t on lire all their ticlds, and utterly destroyed their flocks a nd herds, a n<l 
:-poikd th~ir dtiLs, .,ml hid their plains waste, an<l smote all their young- men wit h the edge o f the 
sword. 

2~ ,\ml thL' fear .rnd the drL,lll of him fell upon them that dwelt on the ,eil coa:,,t, uµon them that 
\\ere in ::iid .. n and Tyu ;md tla,m that <lwclt in Sur and Odrl.i,and al! th.it dwelt in J emnaan, and 
lhey th.it dwelt in Azotug and A,calon feared him exceedingly. 

3 ,, " ,\ncl they se;nt unto him mes,e;n!!crs "ith words of peace, saying, llehold, \\e the servants of 
.l :'\ebuch.,dncu.u the ;;re.it king lie before thee: use us as it is plea,ing in thy sight Behold, our 

J11cllmgs .. md all our country, and all our fields of wh.:at, and our flocks and herds, and all the 
1 shccpwt, s c,f our tents, lie before thy face: use them as it may please thee. Rchold, ev(;n our cities 

and they th.it dwell m them arc th} suvants come and deal II ilh them as it is ~ood in th inc eyes . 
. ~ And the rnen .:amc to I Ioloferncs, an<l declared unto him according to these word,. 
6 .\ml ht: l,Unc dmrn toward the sea coa~t, he and his ho:;t, and set garrison:; in the high ci1i1:s. and 
i Look nut of them chosen men for allies. ,\nd they received him, they <rnd all the cuuntry round 
8 ab, ,ut them, ,lith garhncls and d,,ncc, and timbrels. .\nd he ca,t down all their borders, and cut 

down th, ir gro,-cs; and it had been given unto him to destroy all the gods uf the I.ind. that all the 
1ntiun, ,hould worship '\cbuc.hadneuar uni)', an<l that all their tongue;s and thtir t,ibcs should call 

•1 11pon him ,1, god. ,\nd he c.1me tow.1rds 1 :;draclon nigh unto Dou,a, which i,, over again~t the 
, o grcilt rid:,;e of Jud.c'.l And he rncampcd between Gcba and Scythopolis.an<l he was there a whole 

month, th.Lt he might gatht.:r tu:,;cthcr all the baggage of his ho~t. 

tncamped i;:o.:: (lur ,\hich I. .. \:X three Limes has orpaTorrf61l,u. as hcre: 1, 'lhl)' \\t;nt a day'::. journc)' to their 
1u.:xl c1mp ,t B.' 

the left hand iu I h:hr. is the r orth, cf. t ;t. n. \i,·. 15. 
:,. Put (l'onltls c) .,ml Lud • I.) '11;1 :) .,re ut1cn found lO!;Cthc·r 111 U. r. l'rob.1bly i'lll (l'huq doe, not .1l\\.1ys 

n•prt.: ,ctl: the ~1mc country. hut in ~mr GJ:i(' neither name ctn be idcallitied ,,i1h any region bordering on Cihcta. 
Ra ... st:S ,~ lsu unkno,,11. \"u1c. has Th,,r::.i~ (= ·1 arsu~ in CiJid,-1.j, VL Thir"s et l{a~b, ti)r 'J 1ras and J(a'anhcs. 
Chellinos, N \, .1rc unkno\\n. 1.: 5S ~yr l<J 1ol! «atl Ch:ildc;ins, "hich cannm be right. 

z-t . . \'3 it stand~. this \UM: can only tm:.,n that ht:: kit C1llc1a, rt-crossed tht~ .L:uphratt..;, .. Lnd then n.:turned to Cdicin 
a mo ,t unlikc·ly procc.<·dm;.::. Ur the ,·ersc b out of place, ~incc he must have crossed the l uphrates to ~Ct tu 

C11ic1a E\ idt ntly the ,Hiter ha.d , l!r)' \ ague idtas as to the rdall"C pu::;iuon::; uf ~le,opot~Lmia. Cihcta, and the 
( )tcditcrr m•· n/ ,e.i 

Arbonai 1 ... unkno,,n tS \,31 .. ~u-. ll '\-j,,6)1·•;, S)·r Jabbok, VL ncccun1 \'ulg. \Iambrc. 
:!;. Ile no,, turned south, lO\\ards Ua.m.Lscus, ~intl, roug:hl)' speaking, m the directwn of ,\rabi.11 but the incanu1g 

of the· ,ordtrs of J.,phcth · 1: obscure. 
:c,. Mid1an, a0,11n .m ,ucha"m lor ,\r.,b, in gener;1l. 
z;. wheat harvest would be aooul the bcginnin:: of June. ·\s the expedition ,tancd in the flr.,1 mon1h, 1hc JUthor 

lo:is 11,11\cd f .r wo Jillie 11111c rliall/, since 1herc ,s no ,uggc,uon that 1his wa, 1hc harHst of 1!1c next (nineteenth) 
)'t:,lr. 

ol>. Sur h,nks lik< ., dillography of r,1,':' ("ll~ ); 19 108 ha,·c Io .. t (, 1~1 ., mi>,eadmn of lhc llcbrc\\; N has To,,,; 
Ji h .. s 1

.\0-0-uq. \\}lli h ts clc,.uly out of pl.ice. FrilZ"!;Che prop<.>$t:S to read Dort a port near Carmd. 
Ocina, unkm1\, n. ~ h,t.:. ·.\µu·iv (- •1amath :.). I Jail suggest:; Accho-Plolcmai51 a ha,·en north of Oor; judges i. 3 1. 
Jenrnaan = Ja,11111.,, j,,Ln,·," \lell-kno11 n ell) on 1hc souih cu.1st of S) ti.,. The .,u1hor e~idenily m,·ans co give 

~t h~t ~·i mµori.mt tn,, n:. ·~oing: from north tu ... oulh, His geography is more intelligible nhcu he is dtdhng with 
J•aJ1 lmt which he knc\\. 

Ill. I they, i.e. th,· mhab11anls of the non-Jewi~h to11nsjust mcnlionecl. 
~ borders, ,...:. ,":1nn, 1s ~trangc. Friu~cbe a.nd Ba.II think it is a mibtran~lation of nv)::!i'l, 'the high places.' 

Holoft-rnt: , .• reprt!'it.;nted a:; doing what a Je,\i6h conqueror or rdormcr \\OUld hone dune, ct: ~mg~ X).iil. 14 {of 
Jo,1.1h. 

as god, hardly ,,n allu,,on 10 the 1illc of e,.;, assumed by \nliochus, &c. It is more probabl)' imitated from 1he 
~tor)' m I >an. i11. 

c;,. Dotam, J Greek form of llo1h"n { ~ l)otha) rm). The plain of Jezrecl was a ,unable place for as,emblin~ a lar.;c 
.army 

Tbc ridge, r.piwv, ht. •,a,.• - sierra, must be 1he high ground on "hich Jerusalem stands. over ngnfas t, 
,;t'i""•U"T•, b ,l ,,,nuc t\ptc:,~IOn, \\ht<.:h may uni)' mean that )'OU c4.m :,CC th-.;: ridge lrvm Duthc.rn. Frit:bchc (follu,,1n.:­
ltcl.1n1) '-U...;gc:;ts that , ,~"'":, pl.tin,· has been mis.read as i l:,C, 's.a".' 

Jo. Gebn, about six miks due suulh of lJolh.tn ( Ball). 
Scyt hopolis 1 " lkd1sha11J is the emir purcl)• Greek name occurrmi.; m 1he book. Elsewhere lht rran,lator use, 

llcbre" or l,mccr,cd 111.:brcw lor111s. 



TlfE BOOK OF J UDITI I ·l. 1-1 1 

4 1 And the childr<n of Israel that dwell in J ud,L,i ht·,ud ,ill I h:tl J !olc,fu nu, tl.c tl,id, ,q,•,, 11 , f 
Ncuuch.1dnczzar kin(., .. r the As,) I i.,n, had dune t .. till' 11,tllOIIS, ;111ci .,fta \I J,,,l 111,llllll r h, .. u! 

2 ~l?''ilcd all their tcmplt·s, and d,;,tmy< d them utterly. .\1111 th,y \\Cle c:~cc,-d111gly ,i11,11J l,d .. ,, 
3 }um, and 11ere tro11bkd fur Jc~u~;ikm, and lo, the tempi<" ,,f th,· l,c,1d thc·ir c;vd: b, c-.1u ti 1;y \ILi• 

nc\1ly Ctime up from the c;1p1111tr, :incl ;,II the p,opl, ,,I Jud.,.,"' 1c l.ttel} ~,llhucd l • ,tl:cr, ,.1., 
the 1·cssds, and the altar, and Lhc hou,c. 11c:1t ,.,nctilin) ,tile, the I'''' ,tn.,ti, 111, 

4 .And they sent into cve,y u,.1,t of S,1111:11i.,, ,111d tr, Kon.,·. ,11,d to llethl 111 1111, ,rnd lkl11,;rn11 .. , ,I 
.i J ericho, and tu Chol.M, and .l·,01.1, ;iml to the ,,dky nl S:ilc.:111; ,111d tlay po!>.<;<: ;('ti then hi'. 

beforehand of all the top, of the high mountains, and furt11icd th,: v1'I., '"• tl~t \\Ut. 111 tlit,n 1.cl 
6 lai_d up vi.ctual for the pn,vi,i11n c.f \I.tr. fo1 th< i, 11cld, "' r< 11~·" '.r 1cap':-c1 ,\ml J,,.d,1111 the l I 

pric~t, "l11d1 \las tn llt,,,c d,,r, .,t J, rn,.,k-111, 111 nte 1,, the111 th:11 d1H tin J:, 11w i., .• in,1 lktu,:ic 1:i 11111, 
; which is u\'c.:r again,t E,dr.tclon 1 .. 11.11d the pl.tin th.,t is ni;.,h 11111,> JJ .. tlt.i:111, <11,11.,111,.: tl,c-111 l'> 'L ,~ 

upon the a,cents "f th,- hill c,,11111,y; LcL,llt-l' l,y 1hem 11:i, th, Lll\r,111-e int" Jud,,., .,1:cl 11 11,1b t.\, 
to "top them from appti,i1d1in;... i11a~n111d1 ,IS the ·'l'I"' .,,It ,,,,.., 11111<,\\, ·"''' ,1(,11 r, I (\IV lllcll 

0

1 
ll the mo,l. And the childt"\'11 uf IH.tcl did.,, Jn.tkin, the h1:.h p11,,t It.ti! ,c111•111.111dcd then,, ,,nil the 

senate of all the prnplc of lstacl, 11hich dwelt m Jcru,akm. 
() 1\ nd C.:VC..:l)' ffiillt ul brJLI \.111. .. d lo ( ;,,d \\ 1th h11 .ll l'.'.ll llt llH.!t', ,llHI \\tln ;...1 c. .d c.1111\.:!'IUU.!t:"> thd Lh\.) 

10 h umble their souls. Th,-y, and the11 \\in·•, ,llld th,ir l.,,dit, .. ,11,I tliur ,,,Ilk ,u1<l C\<.l) ,uju1111 .. 1 
11 anti hirl'!ing anc.l se11ant l,uughL 11itl1 thut 111,,ncy, put ,,td,tl<ith upon 1hc11 J., 11,. .\11<1 r,1cry 111 11 

an<l woman uf Is1ael, and tht' lillle d1ild1<11, .md th<. inh.,l>it,,nls .. 1 Jcru,.tlci.,, f,11 hcfo1c the :, 1111,l, 
and cast ashls upon their J;r;.ch and ~pre:id uut tlttir ~ackcluth bt fore the Lord: :ind they put 

12 sackcloth about the altar and lht"} c,icd lo the (,od of brad carfl(: ti}' \\tlh one c,nsc111, that 11, 
would not ;.;11 c their b.1bc, frn ,I pH")', ,,ntl their 111v,s fur,, 5poil, .,nd tht· cities of their inherit.inc.~ 

13 to d<'st1 uction, anJ the :,,lilt' u.irr tu 111,,fan.,tion ;ind 1cpro,1ch, f, r the. n.1t1on:; to r<.io1,c 11 And 
the Lord heard their voice, and looked upon the tr aft11ctmn • .inJ tht. peoph. cont111uc:,, f I tin,! m.in} 

14dar,inalljuda:.,.111dJc.rns.dc.mh,lo1c.;tht',,111<'.11 .. ,1)ultlic l..,rd.\.1111 lit, \111. J,,.,,n,tlct, h 
priest, and all the pric5ts that stood bclorc tht' I oid, and they that 111i111:.tucd 11nt the Lord, had 
their loin~ girt about "ith s.1ckcloth, ,tnd olkrcd the 1:011tinu,tl burnt often 1~. -.nd thL vmh md the 

JY. z. e x ceedingly. c,cf,Uc1,., 1r<fltitlJHI ""lK~ is1
), ,l f.1vuurih· l'~prcssion \"toll tht a .... :hor 

3 . The ~.i.ncttht~ttion ,tfllr profan,1t1on 1 11 I rd1.:r !u \\h.1t ts n 1n u,d 111 I \IJ.c. I\. 36, Lut ( 
ment th;1.l 1ht people had JU~t returned fro in ti· , ,11,11, It) In , 18, w1,, the 11 1,1«.: h,HI been ,l l 
the d£·script1on hoc i, ~ug~cstld b) tht ~11.:uun ot Jlld ~ \la, r.,'>:1.-..;u,, the ::iuthur purpu,tl) put , 
period , ,oon .,fter 516 11. (;.). .

11 4~ Samaria in ;16 \Vo\S bitterly hc,'>tik tu Jud.,c.1, nd \\C•uld lvl h.l,c hlc t...U .. lt:d ' 1tu t In 
rcpre!-"entcd i!oi 1111,,~tnal). 

K onre . • \ n:aa~ ;c~p.·n, ·,11!.t~c\li', lntl ,-1, \ I 
Bel maim IN \Lchn.un) 1s unkmm 11. !"I) r \ l. : 1d1ol.'1,. 
Cboba .. ntl .iEsora arc also unkno" n, anti the valley of Salem, 

5. newly reaped, cf. 11. :7. It 11as suit tl,c 111!11 tla uf Jun<. 
6. ·the name o_f the ha,;h prit~l joak1~ I: no drn1ht 1.lcnn.:d hom ~th.~ :J. \ l. ll ll l h >l!..r ,ind \ U • 

throui:hout rca<l l.liacLim, £1. btin0 sub.,11tut«I fu1 Jehu·. 
Bethuha, Umro1.1Ac..to. .-\ Unt,\c,1 u. ~ her(;: Umru1 )1u. n, ,.. ... st1on f the hi tor1c ... 1l \ 1: ·e m t l: 

1 ~ lurr 
Jar>,:"c:ly on th1::t name. \s thc: tm,n ,~ ~he ~(_1·n( of th1. 11M111 .,, t1on ,A t lH' tor-. man)' dct uh, f l ll JJ.hon u 
incidt:ntally mentioned. It c.10 h.t.rc!I) l>1.· i .,ul,ttc.l th,ll tlu .. rnthur h tJ 1 h m1111.l some ,,c I l.a10~,n • nd 1mpurtant 
site,i J.hhou~h he may not h.t,·t: Jescriht>d 1t ,lff ur.\h ly 1n .,II J>f'IHlb. :\l, pl.lt,,.-C of th1.· n me 1s knu\lin, h w~Hr Jnd \\C: 

can uni) ~uppose that t fo .. t1tiou!, 11.Lmc h.i been dop:c< h•r :!tUllU ,h. tual LO\\ n. • 111r(1,, >.,,, • l'i now ,a;e, cr .... 11)· txpl.uncd 

as ii\~~ n•:J ~N n·J I!=: Helhcl Huu!,c of \,od, .1 n.une \\l11ch might ~u1uLI) he a ,phcJ. to ,,n.,. lo\\n "h1ch as l • 
be. .rcprl"~t.:nH.:ll .,::, true L,1 tl~ 1.11 11! m t,ud, cl. t.,;. \Ill.:,,. It L.L1111 .. t. ul , .. ur 1 ~"' •la l.1 tu. ,11,"'!u. \\ 
never of sufficient unponantc. ·r he \\hok l.ltc of the n,mun ,kpcn,lnl upo11 Heth h c .• "!'· :1, ~~ \\ hat pi.ice then 

b bidden under th1,::, .,~::,umcJ n.11nc. It ,HH1hl lu. n.um.1 tu thi:i;.. ·•I Jcru_;-..ul, t",') -:i ;-'""~;,: ~,ul 11:.: h • •·1 l, ~ 
queM1on, since in this verse Jo,1k1m wrote from Jerusalem to 1:,•thuliJ. lln th, 1111Jl, Torny', nt;w hcc Int rod. f ?' 
is most probdbh.:, th,tt the <luthor 1~ t'.c~~rllnnt: Shcchc1n. t:Hn 1~t,tr)' dl'la1l I no• c.: ,1 , •• Suppo ... ,nb the ,tof) 10 'C 

3 romance. such exactitude j9- unnC"n,3a1y. ·1 he 1111por1.,nu.: ol the: posuu,n uf ~htcht: . , IS 1u:it \\hat ,s n:antcd, \\I ale 
the ,\ntip.lthy to cv< rytlung: s.utuntan allurtb .1 suffic1t·nt rc,t:;,on Jur nut us11~0 tht n.unt·, d. on 1i.~ 16. For·- de51cnpt1on 
of the SIIC sec ,i. 11, x. 10. , . . •] ·d r 

Betomesthaint 1:, unknu\\l1. 0\pp.,n...:ittl) n\.. 1r l,cthul1,l .11ul Jl,,th,,n I n tJl ) r-t-' st . t.1l 1t 1~ ., p~r--.... <in)t,l ,, 1 

Sama.r;a, and that 1t is ii corruption of i1~l'-' n':J, House of oulluok, ,ls jl'1":~;. .. lrorr: -,r;::• t<1 w:uch. 
I:.. senate, ~tw,i·um j'iiil;Q. h:. 1·omulution 1 ... 1.:\1.:Ut} . !llc..:1Ut•c111 .wd 1Ju.· 1;ll~I\ nr, :-.:·:;•; _ 1111 tluLa. ,t \\,h 1lhU t: -.·J 

on tht: sc,·cnty elders of l.xod. ~,1\'. 1, &_1 .• l,ut ,1::. ,1n ullh.1.11 l,oJ)' ll prul,.1ul} b n,,t ,,1 .t:r th..411 tfa.; t. uc. 111 the 
l\laccabec,. It cert~inly did n<>t c,,i,t in 516 ll.l'. 

dwelt, t"rc,iB,1vrn, rather •s.tt' as a court or tklibcrJ.tl\l' as:.tmblr. 
13. Jerusalem, &.c. 1< reads • and those in Jcru,.,tem !ell down bdorc 
14. continual burnt o ffering, Lhc 1"~n, \:um. x>., 111. 3· 

vows and free gifts, m:i,:1 o•,,J, a, in ;-. um. sxix. 39 and often . 
..?.) I 
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1; free i;ifts of the peopk: and the>· ha<l ashes on their mitres: and they cried unto the Lord with all 
their power, that he would look upon all the house of Israel for good. 

5 , And il w,h told I lolufcrnes, the chief captain of the host of Asshur, that the children of I srael had 
prcpan.:d for 11 ar, ,UHi had shut up the passage, of the hill wuntry, and had fortified all the tops of 

, lhe high hills. and had laid impcdimcnls in the plains: ant! he was exceeding wroth, and he called 
,tll thc princes of :\lo.th, ;ind the captains of a\mmon, and all the g-ovcrnors of the sea coast, and he 

3 s.aid unto lhc111, Tell me mm, )'C soins of Canaan, who is this people, th.it <lwelleth in the hill country, 
and what ,lie the cities th;tt they inhabit, and what is the multitude of their host, and wherein i:. 

4 t h<.:ir pnw~r and their strength, and what kin;z is st:t uver them, to be lhe leader of their army: and 
1Yh)' h:\\'~ lhcy lurnecl their backs, th:tt tbc~ ,;hould nnt come and mc1:1 me, more than all that dwell 
in lhe west. 

,; .\ncl :\chior, the lcadu· of all the children of Ammon, said unto him, 
Let !11}' lord now hear a word frum the moulh of thy serl'anl, and I will tell thee the truth 

,·,·11n:n1111.: thi, J•c·,,plL, \\hid1 d1,dlc1h in thi,; hill countr)' nigh unlo the place wh.:n, thou d11ellest: 
1, and there shall no lie come oat of the mouth of thy servant. Thi~ people arc descended of the 
; Lh,ddc.llb .. ,nd they :,,jonrncd herelc,forc in \lesop"t,11ni.t, bcc.1use !her were not 111111ded lo follow 
i; the :,:od, of lheir folhcrs, which were in the land of the Chaldcans. .\nd they departed from the 

\\';t}" uf their parents, anJ \I or$hipped lhe G<,d of heaven, the God whom they knew; and they casl 
1 hct1t ulll lr<>III tlw f.u.:c 11i lhc·ir :.:od,, and thcr llc:cJ intu \le,.;opotamia, and sojourned there many 

9 dayf. .\m.1 their God c0mmanded them to depart from the place where they svjourncd, and to go 
intc> the L11d or Can.1an: ;md they d 11 elt thtrc, and were increased wilh gold and silver, and with 

10 excc.-ding much c.tllle. ,\nd th~y wenl do\\ n into Lgypt, for a 1ammc co1·crcd all the land of 
Canaan; ,1111.I there thcr :.ojoumcd, until they wt:rc g-rown up; and they became there a great 

, 1 n111111\11<k,"> th.it lltlC .:uuld not m1111l>er thlir nalion .• \nd the king of 1-.gypt rust: up a!{ainst them, 
and de tit ,ublilly ll'ith lhem, and brought them lo\\'. making them to labour in brick. and made 

1, them ,l.1vcs. • \mi they cried unto thetr God, and he smote all the land of Eg}·pl with incurable 
13 plagues: and the E~nitian, cast them nut of their sight. .\nd God dried up the Red sea before 
q them, and brnu;.:ht them inlu the war uf Sinai, ,111d K:idcsh-U.1rnca, ,tnd lhey Last out all that dwelt 
t ~ in the 1, ildcrncss. • \nJ Lhey dll'dt in the land of lite Amoritc,;, and they destrored by their strength 
Jh .di them ol I lc,hbon, ,md pa~~inl, ovt:1· Jordan tht:y pussc.,~cd all the hill country. .\nd they cast 

<>Ul l>ctore them the: Canaanite, lhe Pcrizzitc, the Jcbusitc, ,tnd the Shcchunite, and all the 
1; (;ir;.:.tshitcs. and they d" elt in lhat countrr many days. And ll'hilsl they ,inned not before thci r 

15 mitres, Ex0<". x..•n·iii. 40 f \.V. bonnct!>I. 
\. _ ;\Jo.,hitc:i and .\mmunite ~ were employed .a~inst Judac,L 1.Jy the hbtorical ~cbuchadncz<.1.r, :,t:c: Kings xx1v. =:. 

aod all the governors of the sea coast, omiucd by N. The wor(l for• g:o\crnors • is '1urp,irrur, a Pe~ia.111 not 
l~:il,y11,man, t"'rm. 

,. \ rh<::tunla.1 "1U< .. ~tion cxprl'!'.!,;,1nt, ~corn, cf. ,·i. 2, 
Canaan i, !lltrl•>' ust<l Mcl1,,1>lil:,ill) f11r :,yr,a, mll \,ls Ball says1 in its correct sense oi l'hotnicia and the coast. 

The 11a.111c i,. r ,rel)· found in th< I itcr O.T. Jiteratun, and then onl) in refctcn~e 10 the early history of Israel (e.g. 
:\l . •x. 24). Holoft:rncs, whcth<.r he w.lj ;l U.tbylonian or a Pcrsi:tn1 would not ha\'e used 1t. 

;. Achior probably - ,\hihud. by confu,ion nf, and , as in L:'\:\ of :Sum. ,-xxi,·. -:.7. 
this peoplt • .• thou dwcllcst. mu Ano, • • , r.A,,11fo,, m11 uicou ,,., probabl)' i;o toi;cthl'r. 'the 1icoplc d11cllinl, 

nc.1r thr·c The !>t:nten-.:c i~ \C.:r)' nwkwarcl, .ind one of the two clause~ woulJ lJc bcuc.:r omitted . R.V. seems to me 
i, nposs1hlc..:. 

6-8. This is r.,thcr the later midra,hic dc,clopincnt of the s1niy of Abrnham (ref us inf< to worship the ~ods nf Tcrah, 
incurnn~ the \H,\th of ~muo, ., ;ind banished) than th,n cont.1im:d in (. en. Xl. 31-x1i 5, which b followed, e.g. in 
:--ch. ' 7 ~. \ltS ,•ii. Z f 

t. de~c.:nded of the Chaldeans, i. c. ,\braham came from L.:r of the l.h.ddces. 
7. in Mesopotamia, i. e at J lar.m. 

which were, •;u,,,i·n,. woulel naturally refer to • fathtrs 58 V L Syr add (,,3o;,;e, 'which were worshipped.' 
1nakin:.; rdn to ·lH: h ds. 

o. God of heaven, , f. V.,n. ii. z8, i,· 37, .S..c., and Sacluu, .,Jr,111111i,du 1',1/') rur ,111s ••. J::t,p/t,111ti11,, i. 2, .S..c. The 
(.;.Xprc.: n w.,s ,1 1110n .1 Pcn,1.1n Umt:s. 

knew, ,r.,;,, ., , ptrhaps • \\hom lhcy had come to know' or recob"fliied as the only true God in cons~-quence of 
a n.•vc:l;\tion, cf. Ac.cs vii. 2. 

9· !let: < ;t•n. x11. 1, 

10. grown up, IM:u~•\' u~· awr11,ic/>l'}CJ'tw • .,\.\'. 'while they were nourished', which is correct. R.V. seems to mean 
• until th,·) incr<aS<:d in numl,cr ', but that is said in th~ next d.,use. Possibly the Hebrew was \•m;o 1)1 'as Jong as they 
li,·cd (or \\Crc kd). Cf. Gen. I. 20. 

1 I. 11 rc.,ds 'they clcalt sub,illy "ith them in 1or "ith) J.,bour (clay N, cf. Exod. i. q and brick, and they humbled 
them ,md 111ade . .. • 

1 ! ·1 he speech of. \chior i, pan of the scheme of the book, tn encourage the people in time of trouble by showing 
how C.v,i 1,.,, i;i.cn ddinr.mcc formerly when His people were >1onhy of 1t. ,\chior is repr~enred as tending to 
a lx:licf ir, chc ,;oJ of Israel, so th.it his sudden con\'ersion later on i, the less surprismg. 

out of their sight, tirru ff'pf11l':.Jl'rrw ul,,.w,. l~ mtrc:ly the l lt.:brcw Ci\\)~)01 • from them.' 
1G ~he ·hem i• nol named in the list in Jo,hua xi,. It is introduced here out of hostility to the Samaritans. 

ljZ 
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, ~ G1,d , they pmspc~ed, h,c:lllsc. Gc,d th,tl h.ttcth i11i<ju1t1 \\,ts \\1th thc111. But ,,Ian lh<'r ,'cpan,d 
from the war which lw appotnt,·cl them, th,·y \HTc <lcstruyed in 111,,ny l,;iulcs n.,rr "ll'l', 111,I ,,er., 
k-<l captives into a land th;it \\:ts not thci,s, ,mt! the tcmplt' of thcir Gnd \\':t, c,,~l tu 11,c 1:rnu11d, 1u1rl 

111 thcir cit ies 11r1c takl'n br their a1h·,·rs.11ic•. ,\11tl tMI\' thcy.trt: n:111111,d to th, ir 1;,,r1,,,nd ar<' t•mr< 
u p from the c1i,pe1~ion \\hen: th,·r were di,pcrscd, ,,ml h.l\c I'""'' "-~<~I Jcrn .1k·m, 1'11~,· 1hr;i, 

20 s.inctu,ir}' i,, nnd arc seated in the hill countty: I,, it \\,I> tksi,latc .\n,l 11nw, 111y lord .11,11 ere ,1, r 
if thc ,e is any error m this pe11plc, ,md they ,in ;1g",tin,1 tl1t·ir c; ><l. IIL will <:1>11•icl,r :.h ,1 tht• thin~ 

21 is" herein they stumble, anti we will ~:o up 1111d 1,vc;rc .. 111,· 1hc111. ll11t i1 there• i~ w, l.11\k ne, 111 
their nntion, let Ill)' lorcl 1111w pass 1,y, k,t 1hci1 f.11nJ tl,fcnd thc111, and tlwir ,;,,d he fr,r th, 111. ,1,1 
we ,.,hall be a I eproach before all the earth. 

.. . \ ml it ,.11\ll: lu p,,,~. ,'111:11 Ach,.,, h.1d iini,hcd sp< ,,l:11;.: tl11 .. .;e " ,rd , .,!! tht 1•cCil'k 11111 
compassed the tent and ,too1! round ah .. 11l ,t r1111rmm~~1 · ;md tlw • 1 c,1t 111u1 11f 11 Inf, 1111-.. l'llld .,II 

:1 thal dwelt liy the .,1·;, ,idl', and in :'11 ... tl,, s1i.tke :h.,l Ji, ,1\ .. 111,1 !-.ill 1;111,. I'",, 11 / tlu.r. "" ,\Ill 11o! 
be a fr;lid of the child, ,·n 11f l,1.1cl. Jin, I,,, rt is., 1w11pl.- tlr,t• It.1th n .. p ,\\er nn, 1111,:l,t 1 .. 111.1kc lh 

: 4 battk stn,11,:. \\'hncf.,1e no\\ we \,ill ;." 1111, and tlrcr ,lr.d, be., 1•1<:)' t•, 1,_. d,·1v111c,.l nl t I ,l,inc 
army. lord Holofcmcs. 

6 1 . \nd II hen the tumul• of the men that \1·rrL ,bout the c"luncil "1s ct•a,rd, 1 lolofcm<·s the chief 
capl,1in of lite ho,l of .\,·hm ,.1id 11111, .\d11ur ,,11d ,., ,JI the ch !.J1< t, 1[ :\lo,,•, l1t • r~, ii the l' "l k 
of t h e aliens, 

2 And who art thou, .\chi .. r, and the hireling,; of J"phrt'm, tlut th, .t h.i~t prophe\i,·<l .,monr us 
as to-dnr, and ha,t qid that we should not 111akr 11·11 11,th th(• race or Israel, bcc:rn,l' thcrr «1ml 

3 will defend them> \nd who is 1;od l,ut Xd.1ud1,1<ln~,,ar? I k ~li.111 encl iorth t-i~ m1 :ht, and 
shall dcstror them f1 m •he f.,c,• nf the ,arth, ,111d their God ,;h,dl r l dc1i1er tilel'l' bu• we hi 

4 servants sh.ill ~mill' tncm a, urn: m~,n; .ind the}' slal' m 1 ,11,t1in them• ,ht of our I .. rs<s l·or \\1th 
them \\'C ~hall bnrn them up. and thLir mountain, ~h.1H be dmnk<:n 11 ,th thur l,l .. 01l,,111d their 11l 1ins 
shall be filkd with thlir dud bo<l1e~, :rnd their f,,<,btcps sh.Ill not ,t.,nrl bcfo1c u~ hul the) sl•al: 
surcl)• pcri,h, saith king :'\ebnchadnczz ir, lord , f .d: the t·,11th. for he ,a,<1. ·1 he I\ rd, ti ti I have 

,; spoken sh,111 not be rn va,n. Hut thou, • \chi H, hirr !in~ c f ,\ tl'mon w' ich It.isl pokn the c \\ ord 
in the day of thine ini,,mtr, shalt see my ftce no more f10111 this d.,r, until I sh.t'I k .1nw,cct oith 

r, race of those tint c:unc out or 1.gypt. i\nd then slu!l the s11urd ot minC' :mr}, ,m,I the.: multitude.: 
of them that serve me, pass through thy ~ides, ;1ml thou sh.1 t fall am0111c: the r s,:1111 \\ hen I ,11a l 

7 return. And mr servants ,half brin; t 111:e liack into th-.: hill CL'Ulltl'), and sh.il' ~ct ti c m 011 or 

tX. led captives, b sht 1 1~t,Jric1l) "'\t.:bucludn, zz. r ;S, .• \clue~ 1., td' ")<T this t~. r<.: >rt: nt ,,\·c ,( 't >'JC't,...1d 
nenar sc,·t'nfy )ea· latu 

temple . cast to the ground. It w ,s nor ,, ,cir< csccr, led lS c. • lw \nt <1 ... 

19. are come up ('.~JI•, 1. c .. , ,ou1 5115. 
the d ispersion l)c11ur.o,H1 1::. the common wClrd in ltd'.,11 Ur tll e .. for l._ e Jc\,., st.alter l 1 \"3. 

0

< I.in ni 

exiles 111 one pbcc. as hue. 
::o. Rather,• 1f ht is any fault clue to i~nor:mC"c (;;;;:;·1 ••• :ind ,n· •· t 1~ this ot t,;OCC {ac ,a,,t\n). " "'t m 

then (.icmJ \\~ will ,,,o up . ' 
:1 . la wlessnei.,, ,i,••11•''• ;1 b1r,1ch of Lh: l ,m, :iy,, '11', in H·rsc :o. 

lest ... for them ,thl'r · le ,t tl,cir I urd .,ml the r l,od th fcni! ( >~ w shiel n\l thrm ', • •purrr, • • , , ,,.,,, 

al.TW11 = c:-i\;:;., ~~· 
a nd we s ha ll be. t',r11j,,Po 1. not ~cpendcnt (in_orrr.c iy r;n ~ nuT•, vut cans' for tLc.:n (11.m) "c sh& 2 he •.• 

VI. t. abo ut U1e council. 1 c.. ,H ·r tllund 1t out for nin~ the cm •.. 11. 
and to a ll the child ren of lltoab ,s omim:d by 11, n<I tr n.! rrc t,, the re,• ,·crse •> 1 r mo1otc c, ,on, "here 11 

is evidently out ,r pl.1r '.. I or.' \lo.1b I lJ .'~• re ui • .\1nmon •, mo,.t· .,ppr~µna cl), .\ch or was 1n A . unuc. 
aliens ,IXXii lXut in I \. \. mt·.1n~ l h1)1stmes 1>ut her, only non-Jr"s • 

~ hire li~gs, mc,;ani,~:.; th.,t tht·) \H·1t: 11u·ul'n,11i"·s 11! 1lie 1 
\ -~ ., 1· .,, H) (I' 1 

.. IC.I 'hen iu ,u ) u tl. 

• :Syri:m '), or perhaps that the> \\ffC boui;ht mer lJ)' J- rhr::· 11. 1. e. l •r.cl. 
For Ephraim 19 108 re al \1111non, ,ind sm11l,1rly 5:8 \ I ~) •. 
as to-do.y. ,u,t>w~· ff'IP.'P'u· i no Jouh o,•:- •to-day'. • '"0\\ •• 

3. er. 2 Kin: X\ili. 3:-5. 
_.. burn them u p, ieuTu«,u,,uµu l- )'Jl, .rn Lrnsult., 11c \\ n' I ia , t nt" ,..,, , ' 11 ,, tl ,...r;,J-.,,t' po (~~: 1.,tt 

evident correct1ons 
for be said . , beti~r {or l,e lutt, spoken (it). The l\or<ls or his sayi: {lo: I•, to8 '' or hi; mouth") sh~II 

not be in , ain' i cf Yl"r<;;t' 9. 
6. the multitude o f the m t h a t serve. \,,,·., ri:,1• t1.,m-,:,1'wr p, ... n,., tlH. i J,1. :I' lS; str:tni,:c r"'prrui' 

F riti~chc tmends ,,,~.,: .. , con:ii .lrin: \ J •• ,nJ S)i. ~~ut it m:t) mcnn ·, i h11n m t\~1> .,ml 11unh lx...-tl\t·cn tJ., 1•• t, : 

Of, 1l10re prohahJ)", it h ,t l\lblfaUSl.lliun of '1:lj) ~•;-:, •:-•~ :i.i'; 1:1,Jl T• ,.\1111it, 
1

lht.: :f\\.Ur\( uf lllf olflll)" .111d uf It) 
servants.' So above. i. 6 ~1tt1,X,i ,. 

I shall return. ll '1hey •• .., rr·,t,-<1, .. , ,·f. Hos. ,;. t:. IX'\ " , 
7• bring thte back

1 
rf':'(.,11,1ifutT11;,rtntTi U~ U~Cd h•o~d) hlr 't~l~C tht:c ,\\,l) ' .,. "" "" 

bring back). 
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~. <i the cities o f 1hc a,ccnts : and thou shalt not perish, till thou be destroyed "'ith them. And if thou 
hopesl in thy heart that 1hcy shall not be lakcn, Jct not thy counknancc fall. I have spoken it, and 
none of my words shall fall to the ground. 

, o . \nd J lulofernc., command<:d his scrv,rnts, t hat waited in hb tent, to take Achior, and b ring him 
1, back to Bcthulia, :1ml dcli,er him into the hands of the child1·cn of Israel. ,\nd his servants took 

him, and lnou;:ht him out of the camp imo the plain, and they removed from the midst of the plain 
, , country into the hill country, and came unto the fountains that were under Hethulia. And when the 

men of the city saw tlu:m on the lop of the hi 11, they look up their weapons, and went out of the city 
against them to the lop of the hill: and ever}· man that used a sling kept them from coming up, and 

'.l cast stones a~,1inst them. , \ml they g.1t them pri,·ily under the hill, and bound Achior, and cast him 
, ~ do,rn, and ll'ft him at the foot of the hill, and went away unto their lord. But the children of Israel 

de,c,;mled frtllll their city, and came upon him, and loo~ed him, and led him away into Bcthulia, and 
, ;; pre· entcd him to the rulers of their city: which were in those clays Ozias the ,on of :\licah, of the 
, 11 tribe of Sirrn:011, .111d Chabris the son of (;olhonicl, and Charm is the son of :11clchiel. And they 

c,dled togdhcr all the ciders uf the city; and nil their young men ran together, and their women, 
t,, tlic a,scmbly: aml ther set .'\chior in the midst of all their people. And ()zias ilsked him of that 

, ; ,d1ich lud h,1ppc11ed: and he an,wcred and declared unto them the" mds of the council of Holoferncs, 
and all tilt' words that he had spoken in the midst of the princes of the children of ,\sshur, and all 

, s the grc:it 110..11' tlut llolofnn<:s had spok<:n .igain,t the hou,c of Israel. .\nd the pc.'Ople fell do1\11 
, ., ,,ml 11orshippc·d (~od, and cried, saying. 0 Lmcl God of heavc11, behold their arrogance, and pity the 
~o low e;stat1: of our rncc, and look upon the face of those that arc :;anctificd unto thee this d:iy. And 
a, tlt,y .:u111l111t~d \d1ior, .u1cl prai-.cd him exccedin~ly. A ml C )/1as to"k him om of the a,sembly into 

}, i, hou,c, and made a fe.1st to the ciders; and thc·y called on the God of Israel for help all that 
mght. 

7 1 Hut the next day I loloferncs gave command to all his army, :lnd to all his people which were 
'1111c' to be his allies, that they should remove their camp towarci &thulia, and take ,tforehand the 

, ,hCcnh of the hill countrr, and make war against the childn:n of Israc:J. And cn:ry mighty man of 
them removed tl,at day. and the ho,t of their men of war was a hundred .md seventy thou,and 
footmen, and twelve thousand hor~cmcn, bc.~1de the baggage, and the men that were afoot among 

.J them an cxc..:edin~ :;:rcat inultilttde. ·\od they encamped in the valley tH!i\f unto Hethulia, by the 
f. ,untain, and they "P' cad themselves in breadth over L>othaim even to Helmaim, and in length from 
lkthulia unto ( yamon. which is over against F.sdraelon. 

4 But the children of Israel, "hen they saw the multitude of them, were troubled exceedingly, and 
,,1id every 011c· to hi, neighbour. '.\011 ,hall these men lick u,, the face of all the earth and neither 

:; the high mount,1in,, nor the valleys. 1101 the hills,shall be able to bC'ar their weight. .\ nd e,·ery man 
ton\.. up his weapons of war, and when they h ad kindled fire, upon their towers, they remained and 
w.nchcd all that night. 

Ii Rut on the second day I lolc>icrnc, Jed out all his hor,e in the sight of the children of l,rael which 
i wcrl· in lkthuli.1, and vic\\ed the asctnts 10 their city anti s(..Hchetl out the fountains of the: waters, 

ascents. i. c. the hill-countr)' of the cncm)'. 
~- with them, i.<;, the (lticE-. 
, . \lranin,. • if you really bclic,e "hat y,>u h.l\ejusl said, you need not look dismayed as you do'. 
10. bring hint back, $1.:e ,cr~c 7. 

Bt.:thulia, UtTv:\4,n•,i U, ll,u,-4,,,AoL·u N. ~ otc th.at it ... , as on ;\ hi11, and there were sprins::s JUSt befo1\· it (,;•, t I and \'ii. 12). 
1:. on the top of U1c hill, though rc.1d by the chief ~1::;s, is due to hoinoiotclcuton fro111 the line bdow. h is 

omitted by ,c Y L ::;F 
13. cast ... and left, bcucr 'left him lying '. 
l). -rhe f<,rr11~ of1hc name!) ,-.u)' very rnuch in the \ ISS. 

Micah,,.,,~, \ of the tribe of Simeon, as Judith "a,, ix. z. 
Charmis, \ ,,>.,.,i,- \. 
lltelchiel. 1,n~,. N 

Jr,. those that are sanctified ... i.e. 'thy holy nation', l':;,1;:>I,), which $)·r ;ccms to ha\'C taken as 1:ni?';),' thy 
..;.;lti u:iry.' · · 

-''· \'I .d~s. ',.1ying, \sit shall please God (lo do) concerning us, (so) shall it be also \\ilh thee.' 
::1. feast, ~ .. rnJI ,n::•t,, 
\' 11 z. the host ... prnperly • their host of w.uriors '. 

170,000. K · h., ,,CXX>1 1..orrccted to t zo,ooo. 
baggage and I, has 'baggage of' 

3. The fountain ''-IS below the city, er. vi. 11. 
Belmaim, N ·\b,·lmaim, er. iv. 4. 
Cynmon, Syr 1'admim, VL lhelmona, is unknown. 

5. when . . towers, omitted by ~ and added by the corrector. 
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TII[ BOOK OF JlJD ITII 7. i-2S 

:1ml sci1.cd upon ihl'm, .11111 ><'t t>'" nsnrh of mc·n .,f \\i\1 ,,v, r them, ilnd him, .. lf ,k1• ,n,·tl tn hi• 
pc-ople. 

s /\ud there came HIil? him all tlw ruler, ril th<' children 11f E~an, ,111,l ;111 the l«ukrs of 1hc 1><:r,pl,• 
er ,,f :'ltoah, and thl' capla.111s of the s,·;l co;ist, and ~airl. Lt·l uur 1 .. ,,11111w hc::11 ., ,1111d, that tl1t:1, he 11()1 

10 ,111 overthrow in thr host. F11r this pcopl,· ,,f the d11ld1e11 ,1f 1~r.:1c I c!n 11.,1 tru,1 in thd1 "Jltlls, hut 
in th, heirht of the mountains wherein they dwdl. f,q it i, 11 .. 1 ,·:1~r tu <f•ll1'" "fl tr. the tr.p, ,.r the:r 

11 1nountains. And now, my lord, fi;.:ht not ,q.:ain,t th,·111 as nwn ti.,ht "ho J11in h.1111,·, and 1111 r,- ,hall 
1 J not so much a.~ one 111:111 of thy people pcri,h. Hl'n1.1i11 in thr, ;unp,.111<! I,~, I' .-ifc, \"CJ)' 111,111 of th;. 

host, and let th)' SlT\'/Ulls j.!Ct po,ses,ion uf th,: f,.11111:till of \\.1\1·1. \\ hi< h i,,llf'th f1Jrth tif lll<' f, >Ql ,,j 

, .1 the mountain: hccausc all the inh:ihit,111ls 1,f 11<:thuli., han, tl1<"1r \\.1lt1 then,l· .. ,nJ 11111 t hall kill 
them, and they shall ;.:ive up thl'ir ,·ity: .incl \le and w,r pco1•h \\ill·:" 11p to tile 101,, of the 
111ou11tai11s that arc 11c::ir, :111d will t·nc.imp up• ·n thun, l" 11.1td1 1h.1t ll•J; "I" 111;in i;,, <•U\ <d the city. 

q ,\ ncl ther ,hall be consun1<:d 11ith f.1111i1w, 1111-r .,ml th, i, ,11\' -s and thdr , h1ld1cn. 1•1cl l.,dt,rc: tl1t· 
, , s,rord come a~ainst them they ,-lull h: Liid luw 111 the· ,11<1·h II hll<' th,, "'" •; .\11,I thou )ha'l 

render them an (·,·ii rcwar<.l: l>cc1usc they r<.:bclle<.l, :1nd mt.:l not thy face 1n J><':'IC<', 
1ft A11d thci1 \\t11d, \\<'re ple.1,in;;- in the si!,_ lll .,I I 1.,J.,1u111 111d 111 th 1•),\ .. 1 .di h,, ,cn..i11t,: ,111d 
1; he appointed lo do as they had s1,okc11. . \ 11d till' anny ,.ft h, , l11ld11 11 ,.f, \ 11 11 .. ,11 c1n, ,,.,.,1. .u11l II it h 

the111 live lhous.,nd ,:f th,• thild1cn 11[ .\s,hm. ,mrl tl11r, 1x.11111u ,l 11th, ,.111, ~ •• 111,] -,11, ,I upon th• 
1~ \\'3lC'rs :rnll the fountains of the w:itcrs of tlll' childtc·n of f,r,,cl. J\n,l tic chi ·lrcn of E,.iu \lent up 

with the children of ,\mmun, ,111d e11t.1mp,•d in the hill country o,·u a:,,111•s\ I lcthaim and they 
sent ,omt: of them tow:ud the ,outh, :rntl tn\\'ar<l the ca~t ,,vrr q~ai,i,t l• kr1 be•', wl11t'h I'; nC':11' unt l 
lhust, that i, upon the bruok :'llod1mur; and the 1t·5t ui th,: ,trm} uf thc ,\, y11 u1s e ic.., npcd in the 
plain, and co,crcd all the f.1cc uf thl' l:mtl; and their tents .111<i b.,,.:•~,,g<.: \\.:r~ pitcl eel upo!'l it 111 

,, great crowd, and lhL)• \\Crean cxccedin·,! grc,1t multitude. 
Tl) And the children of Israel cried 1111lo tht: l .urd their ( ,ot', for their • mil f,.mtcd, for .111 thcir 

C"nemics had compa·;sed them round :ib:iut, :rnd thcrc 1,as 1w w.l~ l > esc.1pc out fl(un .m, n: ther,. 
~o ,\nd :ill the army of .\sshur rtmainul about them, their f,,otmcn and their ch.mots .md the r horse-
11 men, four and thirty dap: rnd all their \'cS.<cls ,c,f \\ ate, failed ,dl thi: inhabit.int, of lkthu ia ,\r. I 

the <.:istt:rns \\ere e111pliul,.rncl thl'y h.ul n,,t \\',Hcr tn tlr 11k their (ill fu, one d,1} · for thc} ,:,l\t them 
22 drink by tnC'a,ure. \ncl their young children 11nc 0111 of heart, ,11( ti(' lhlll('II .1m' th r, img men 

l.1intcd for thirst, am] thcy fell du\\ 11 in the ~tr<:cts of th< crtr, ,,ncl 111 tht p,1•· 1gc, of th ~ .tlt'S .1ntl 
2; there was no longer anr str~ngth in lhc:m. ,\ml ,ill the p<.:c•plc "c-rc •:,,therc.·d lo:•< t '1cr •.! 111 l Uti:l.S, 

,111d against the rn!tr~ of tlw dty, the yuun:;: men .11111 the: women ·111<1 ti· childrt•1, .. Pd thc·y cried 
11ith a loud voice, and said before all the dtlcrs. 

2~ bod be Jutlgc bet\\ cul yon .rnd us bccau c } c h;,,·,· done us :r.,1l \\ nmg, in th.it } <. J1:1ve not 
21 ~poJ..en words of peace· with the, hildren of ,\~shur. ,\nt! now '" l•·,ve no helper. bi:' t, xi hath 

,old us i11t0 their hands, th.it \\I! ~!,ould !Jc J.,id lo\\ before them with th,rst ,m,J gre.1t d lrurl >n, 

2 r, ,\nd 1101, call them umo you, and ddivcr up the wltok city f,r .t pr<'\ lo Lhc pt.ople of 11 ,lu cro•c-, 
2; and lo all his host. For it is better for ue lo be m,uh- ,l •pt•rl unto th,·111: for w, slull lK •u\art, 

:111<.l ou1 souls sh.ill live, and we: •ha:I nol ,~c dl<' tic.1th of 011, b.1be, h~fore our e) e, ,tn<.J ot.r wiH, 
21< and our children faint in~ in death. \\ c t;il:t to \\'rl11c ~ ,;;,1ir. t ) r,u tic he ,Ven an,I 11,e c:in\ and 

our God and the Lord uf uur f.1ll11:rs, 11h1d1 punishcth us ,lLCor,11111,! t > our iu• incl the. n of c .11 

fatht.rs, that he do not accnrdin:: :is \\'C hwe <,1icl tlus <la)', 

i• to his people. i. c. went lJ.u k 10 the m~un l,oJy or his \1111)' 

>-.. Esau, atduislk. 
l<). wherein they dwell, .... r~ m

0

Thi ,· ... ,u,cn~ TU-' #.
0

1 lj1°'r0tC, l I It I.Jr.,ism. 
t I. as ... battle. ,rn1,,..,.,,e" 13 baulc-.iri ~l) ; • a ,l ".tr 1s cc nduL .. l t" l h"' t1clu. 
13. to watch •••. proper!)'·;,; ,in ,,111pv~t. w 1lm1 •10 on,· ,h, II . 
1;. A mmon, 19 toS \ I. Syr \!o.,h. Th<' s mt \i1tian1 In \I. 1 

waters (i. c. 1 .,<·n·oi rs} .md "."rprm~s. 
18. Ekrcbel in \: the rest h,I\C E.;reLcl 1,rul,.,l.r!) .\la.,b.1, i'-uur It' , .. <> suuth•c,ist of ::'sablus H :,h"hcm 

Dall anil Torre>. 
Chusi m .\: the rest and \ l., Chus • mo~. 1 !mch, II\ r or SIX miles south of '.\.,hlus iO!l'f)'). 
l\tochmur, om1t1cd by \: mod. \l,1khud1, south of :-,;,,blus ;TorrC) !. 
in a greal crowd, pt·rhap, • amoni; a i;rc.,t thm11g of c.unp-follul\ •rs· ( IJ,111!. 

20. four and thirty days. 1r, 1o8 l·.11c founcu1 d,l)S .11,d ., month; \ L S)' four day and t""O ll!Lnths; \ ·'i:. 
twenty da)·:,,. The lonb siege b)· thi.., i.,rhc .1rlll) lb Hll''Ult to tmpha:,1:c tht· 1rnpurun<.e of BethuhJ.. 

vessels, «rtfiu. in" hich ,,atlr w.-i.s stored m JJrlhLte houses. 
28. witness, cf. Ueut. I\', :6. 

Lord of our fatherti. 1~ vnl) tbett 111 \.~ry thl.' plir;u,t, "1111.!1 Ui ., 11.,n~ :\ w.m ut ·:·:"'·:~ , ... ..,S\ i;·-"'x .. 
thnl be do not .•• ought tu mean• we ur~e )"U (lo 1akr steps, th.,1 hoe•':> not .. ' If the I ,t" orr,,ct, the 

subject of r.u.,'
1
,r!t mu,t lH. cuJu .. , <.uJ l r llnh,:crm.s. The fo111tt:• is h,u1.1 rn1,;c tile) net 11111. ,U 1/1,; m .... l • 

l.j.) 



THE BOOK OF JUDITH 7. 29-8. 11 

, 9 J\ ncl there was great \\·eepi11,; of all with one consent in the midst of the assembly; and they cried 
:io unlo the Lord (;ncl with a loud voice. ,\nd Ozias s:i.id to them, Ilrcthrcn, be of ~ood courage, let 

us yet endure five day;, in the II hid1 space the Lord our God shall t urn his mercy toward us; for 
:i r he will nol fors;tke us tlttt:rly. Hut if these dars pa~s. and there come no he lp unto us, I will do 
:F accord in~ to rour wurcl-.. ,\ml he disper-ctl the people, every man to his own camp; a nd they went 

aw.tr 1111to the \\·alls and towns of their city; and he sent the women and children into their houses. 
;md they were brought \'trr low in thC' city. 

8 r And in tho,e days Judith hmnl thereof, the daui:;hter of :'IIcrari, the .son of Ox, the son of J oscph, 
the .son nf Ozie!. the son of Elkiah the son of . \nanias, the son of Gideon, the son of Raphaim, the 
snn uf. \hit uh. tht: i.un .,f Elihu. thC' ,,in of J-:liab. the son of Nathanael, the- son of Salamiel, the ,on 

2 of Salas.id.ti. the ~<>11 ,,f lsr:wl. 1\11<! her hu,band w:i.s i\Ian:i.sse~, of her tribe and of her family. and 
.1 he died in the da)'s nf lnrlcy har\'est. For he ~tood over them that bound shcav-es in the field, and 

the heat c.unc ul'nn hi, he;id, and he f<'ll on hi~ bed, and died in hi, cit}' Bethulia: and they buried 
4 him with his lathC'1 · in the licld \1 hich i, hd 11·een D otl1.<im and Halamon. And J uclith was a widow 
;"; in her h,.,1se three years and four months ,\nd she made h ~r ,\ tent upon the roof of her house, 
Ii ,111c put on sc1ckcloth H\hlll her loins .u1d the g,trments of her \\ido11 hood were upon her. And she 

fasted all the days of her \\ idowhnod. s:we the e\'es of the sabbaths, and the sabbaths. anti the eves 
; of the nc•1\ moons, and the new moons, and the feasts and joyful <lays of the house of I srael. And 

,h< \1;i-, of ,t :., ,odly countu1:mcc, and lXCCcdin~ beautiful to behold: and her husband ) 1,inasscs 
had Je•t her goltl, .111d silver, ,1ml mrn,cr\·;rnts, and m;iidscrvant~, and cattle, and lands, and she 

~ mn,1111td u11111 thun. .\nu there \\as none that i?a\'C he:r an cdl word; for she fcar~d God 
cxccediu;::ly. 

u .\nd she hc:ud the C\'il \IC'rd, oi the people again,t the governor, bcc;iu,e thcr fainted for lack of 
water: and Judith he.1n.l all 1 he \\'< rd.; that Ozias spake unto them, how he swa re to them that he 

,o would deliver the cit}· unto th,· ,\s~) rians after fi1·e thys. .\ nd she sent her maid, that w~s over all 
r I things that ~he h,td, to c;,11 0. i.ts and Cha1>1·is ,,nd Channis. the elders of bu cit}·. And they came 

untn her, and she s:i.id unto them, 
llc:ir 111e now, 0 ye rulers of the inhabitants of Ilcthulia: for your word th:i.t ye have spohn 

before the pc<>pk this Jay 1s not right. and ye h,tvc sc.t the oath which ye have pron::,unccd bell\ ccn 
God ,rnd yuu. and h,1,.: prnmbcd tu dclt\r·r the cit) to our enemic~. unless \\ithin these days the 

llolofernc· .ind in vcr<c 31 ll1.ias pronn1cs tn doso. 'Th,t he do not .. .' thc·n means' that i,e let us not eie of thirst·. 
But N ,,1lllt. µ~ 1 .rnd \ L re:vis 11/ /t11.i,,lis iVulg. 'ut tradotti; cl,·iutcm.' &c.}, whid1 suggests a rcad1nv i..-u r.o,;,u,,-n, 
'th.it J't du .,s ,n, <t,l) ,' 1 t.·. surrcnrler, d. ,·ersc 31. 

3: every man. The l,rcck require::; iKn,rruv, :n in 58 \ ' I Syr. 
camp. no,,(u,"fo~~. Jg; rathc·r 'st:uiun · or I post• of duty in buardin~ the wa1ls, .u shown hy the next clause i cf., ii. 7 

(.;.mi ,n, 1. 
he ""ent. 'they ~fnt' ,;"='{,,r,i\m,. is the coin111on re:1dini 

\"Ill. r. heard. 58 \"l.Syr ha1c 'w.H li,m:: m the rity'. 
1£ 1hc ~c11e.1.l1 i!Y is lie 1t1011s, 1t is strangely clab:1r.itc. The names arc corrupt, .and we ha,e no menns o( checki•1g 

tLC"1. 
Ox, \I [1 id b not., fie ,tcw n. m, , nuy he for L', ( 19 Oi) or Uzzi ( \"L Ozi ). 
son of Ananin'i . Ahitub. on111tc<l by II. 
Raphaim (cf. l..e11. I\", 51 cannot be ri;:hc. IJ.1ll sugbc.,ts Raph.1i.d1 or l{aphad. 
I or Ahitub (~ 1 10: \ I. ~yr) \ has .\kiiho. 
\ftcr Elihu~ It :Htd 1i,,l, .\r1\,c(,):11,. 
Elinb. ~ ES.\l:, \ L J.n,ir. 
Salamiel, ~ S:unarmel. 
Salasadai1 ~ "i:,risadai '1:!'"'..,:;' , 1 B S.irns:i.dat 

3. Cf, z K1r;::,. iv. 18 •. 
+ ,., sh, 1, ,d ··en , "i' (n1· thrcc years and four months up 101hc date of the sie!Jc. 
6. save the eves of the abbntbs, \ I.· piacter ccnam pur.,m '. 

The obst· , .m -t.: of L ·c~ b ncll a~ the fc:Mivals 1\'.\S ;n accortlanre \~ith the later T~1lmudic rule. 
joyful day::., tii;,1v,,,nwJ. \\·c ::ilrnuld C'Xpcct a word nn:,wcring to o•iv,.,. the general ter111 for fcstlvals1 since 

fopr-.ii ,ire 0':n, lhc three ;.;re:u f1:a'St5, 58 a<ld~ ,mi µ1'7µQ11u·~v, \'L 'cl memoriac', and 5!l ~yr. . 
7. 51 \T S)·r h1, c ' ... countcn.ince and wi~c in heilrt and good m understJntlrn,: (cf. xo. ~J), and she was 

r,·xcccdm;;ly oich, for h,·r husband ... ' 
.\her r.Jnnasses \ I ,dd, Ins i:cncalo;:y, copied from ,erse 1. 

remained, c cr~)I -,::,~", ,he made her home on the property. Cf. Sayce and Cowley, .,J r,1111,,i, Ptlf)'ri C 5, 6 
1nrmi cir u:i :in •• , 11 ~.,.,~. 

8. gave her an evil word, i. c. slandered her. 
9. how he sware. 50 ~yr how he hearkened (i. c. ga,e way) and swarc '. So VL. 
10. maid, ,i1p,11·. s.i\d to he forcitin word: possibly from the root ;:in, and ,o 'companion• . but sbc was a 

sla.ve x1 ,. ::3). Uzia, is omi:tcd by N \ Ii. 



T H E ROOK OF J lJD ITlf 8. r2-33 

11 l~onl t um to help r?u. And now who ,,re ye that Juve tc111ptL•l God this <l,,r, :ind t:md in,tc.11d ~·I 
1 1 ( ,ml among the children of men' And 110w tor the Loni ,.\Jmii.:ht}', and p.: ~h.,11 11<.1cr l.'1•,"' 
11 .tit) th ing. F or ye shall not find the depth of llw he.1rt uf 11u11, :rn<I }'C slu,11 not pr.,ccive the th JL", 

thal he thin kcth: and how sh.ill ye scard1 out ,;,xi. "hid1 hath m:ulc all thC5C thini; .. ,,llld i.nrm I~,; 
mind, and comprehend his purpose? ~ay. my h1cthrc11, pro\'okc 11111 thc !.,·,rd (,ur < ;,,d t~, nn ,, 1. 

, .~ For if he be not minded to help u~ within t!lt'.sc fi,·e t\;1y,, h,· h;1th p01,cr to dcfrnd u, in ,uch 1~nc 
,1, .is he will, or lo dcstruy us bcfurc the face 11f our tiwmil'<. Hut d11 nut re plc:.li.:e the cr,un,,·I, vf 

th<. Lord our C.od: for God i, nut as m.m. that ht: ,houltl he thn:,11, 11<1J; 111:itht r 1<~ th:: ~·,n c,f 111.in, 
1; that he s hould be turned by intrcaty. \\'hcrefon, let lh 11,tit for the ,akati,,n that ,u111c1h f,,,111 
1 N him, and call upon him to help us. and he 11 ill hc.,r our v01c1.", 1f it plc;1!!" him. For tlu re 11ms,: 11, .11• 

in c ,ur ag~, neither is there :111)' of '" lo-tl.ty, lri b,•, c,1 l;indn cl, or l.111111)', "r citr, "h1ch "·nr<hip r;:• ·l~ 
, ,, made with hands, as it 11,is in the form<.·r d;l\·s: fnr th<: whid1 1:;u1,c nur father~ \\ere 1,;i,·cr1 t" th" 
zo s11'11rd , and for a spoil, am! fell with a grt·at f.il I bcfnn: rnn u1em ks. ll11t ,11• l;nnw nunc othe, i,:()cl 
z1 bc:;idc him, wherefore 111: hope that he will not despi,,· 11<, 11 .. r an~· of 011r rate. Fnr of 11·e 1,., t,,l;C'n 

"''· all J ud,i:a ,hall sit upon the ground. and P\11 ,,111,·tuHy ,h,dl he •1»ikd, .111d of mu blood ~h:il. 
,, he require the profanation thereof. .\ml the •'a11:,:htn nf 1111r l,r,•1h1c11 .,nil the c,1j>li1 ii) 1,1 th~ l.111d, 

and th<: dc,ulation of uur inherit.in,·,·, ,h;dl h<: 11,rn 11pu11 0111 h~.,, I, .1111•,11;.. the ( ;1,:11tilr,, 11 lic·1e, 1<.1cr 
we :shall be in bonda;.:,·; and we ,hall h,· an 11tT,·11ce ,,nd ;1 rcpn,;1d1 l,ct .. 1t· thc111 tl1o1t take u. f11r 

>J a pos,.cs~ion. Fur our bon<Li;.:,· sh;ill not be ordered I<> f.11·,1111 : but the 1. .. r,I 1o11r <;od ,lt.tll 111111 1t 

z~ to dishonour. ,\nd now, br<:thren, kt us ,h,•11 an ex.u,q,k t<> 1>t1r bn tlue11. I.we 111•c th<:11 """! 
!i h,1ntclh upon U8, and the ~.lll~lllilr)' anti the h,111,c ;ind th, ;111.ir rc\l tq,1111 th J\1"1iilL.., ,di th., lcl 
zh 11, give thanks to the Loni our 1rod. ll'hich tri<:th th, nen as he did "ur l,1thc1>1 al,,,. l,e111u1tll(·r 

all the thin,;s which h1: ilid to 1\Jn;1ha111,and all the 1hin:,:s in 11hkh hL• tm::d l ,.,1,,.u1d .di the thini.:, 
which happ1:necl to }.,cob in :'llc,11pot;1111ia ,if :-;}Tia. 11hl'n he hpt the ,hccp ,,f l.,d,.u1 his m 1lhLT' 

z; brother. Fur he h.,th not tried'" 111 th<: lirc,.is lw did th,•111. to ,e.1rch ""t th .. ,r hc.1rt-.11 •1thc·1 It.1th 
he taken ,·c•nge,mc<: on us: but thl' I.cm! cloth "'"II'"'' them that cn:11l n c,11 1111t'> him. l11 ,1,J111,l11ish 
them. 

cs ,\ncl Ozias s.iid to her, All that tho11 h,,,.t spoh·11 hast th<>u sp,,kcn 111th ., i.:,,,,d I <·.,rt .111,I th,n: 
2 , 1 is none that shall gainsar th)' ll'ords. F,,r thi, is 11 .. t tlw li,,t d ,y whc 1<·11• thy 11i-d, ,m ,, 11111111, •'< o1 

bttt from th1: beginning of thy liar, all the pc111,k h.11·,.; l:n ""' th111<: 11ndc;rst.111d111·• J,., t11•e th,· 
_10 di,pnsition of thy hc,11 tis good. But th<: people 11'..:r<: ,·xcn:d,n;: thi, •I), a11tl ,·o:ttpL lk I th t,• ,I,,.,, 

1 , \\'C: :spake tu them, and lo brin,; an o.1th 1,p .. 11 uur,cll'..:S, whi,h 111 11111 n .. t hr<:.tk . . \nd !l\111 I''·'} 
thou for us, because thou art ., ;.:mlly woman .ind the Lord sh.iii send 11s 1;1•11 l•, 1ill ,1111 < 1,tnn, ,,1111 

.1! 11e shall faint no more. \nd Judith s.1id unt,, the 111, l le.tr me. and I 11 ill d" ;i 111111;: 11 lmh ,It 111 i.: • 
:n down to all generations among the childrc11 .,f om 1.1,c•. Ye ,lull , 1.111,I ,1 tlw .• ,t•.· :h•, 111~1tt .• 11•,I 

l ll'il! go forth with my maid nnd, within the ,!.,rs aflt>r wh;ch re <;1id t 1mt ) c wn11IJ clehn~ the 

1::.. instead of God. ,11,p T .. u 8,or. Hall renders• ab,wc (,c11l ', hu, th_ meanmi: is pr~b.,bly u ,n I~\. \ L h,1 
fr,, /)((1, 'as 1:ocl, and similarly ~yr. . . . 

13. 58 \"L S)r hfWC .cni .-oL., ,u·;,;•,1.• ..• "''': oil'ri-.; )'~•:•afTu1. Pm' ahl)· ;~,r,i(,rt l!t mt.hf,,..ltP.C ')'C, re ll)mg· ( r 
tempting). Cf. Job xi, 7, and I Cor, ii. 11, 161 which • not ., ,1uot.1t1un. • , 

14. Sil \'L S)·r have 1 1hc depth shall not be found , .ind 3,a\o,,,,µ01, for A•')'•"· 
15. For . . . days, om1lle<l b)· 58. 

Syr has 'and to <kstro)' our enemies bcfnrc us'. • 
16. Lf. '<um. xx111. 19 (I.XX, \\here tw1n~tlr,nH ttn he u11,lcc1de<l) I> ~sc,i, a, hcrr by 19 :3 44 S5 a ll \ t ·med 

b)' intreal)'' is !w«T'J8ij .. ,u, the common rc\din .,:. . 
1-. VOiC'e, 19 23 44 s; al. (IJITIW'i '(lClltlOn ', :lS Ill i~ I:. 
18. age. ,'.,. Tair 1oiwir ;1µ.w1,1 == 'J'ni,nJ 1. r. within h\·mg mc:not), \\ hich might be tr"' ... of rht tune :a.ftc,r the cx1I~. 
Jl'l .:o. Thi, 1> the chief k ;son ol the bll<>I 
zo. we k11ow ... ;,1uif . oL" ,·"'Y"~,,.it.,, • we (cniphaticJ. h..1,c nt.\Cr re .. )~;11.:cf! my ... .' _s8 \ l .. mnrt 'ot4•J 

,itroo r,,a,, "'" ,,~r~p1nt1 Vt,o, nlT01 1 'nee ~1ufcrct salv.1tii:mem, t 11uH·rtcord1.11n ,si.:111n a nob: tt ;1 .· { " "'>F' 
:m. a ll J udrea shall sit .. ~,,'1111_r,~·"· I')::_; ·H r..4 ,1I. •\,P,,.r•.T,u, •.t~J\;;,. «'1 ,,,uru ,S \

1
1 )_r .\~, :,-.,,. 

Frit2Slhc conJCL:tUrfo; ,crn6,,,T(r,11 an1l 'J Iulo ~11,tl,,,ru,11. 1~m (·lllh.,hl~ · !>ll 1~ 11,;ht. m.l :.i.lUU: \\,tr t,ir ~ •h • .tl) h '"' 
dropped OUI. Cf. 1 1 l :"l:J~~. I.am. i. I, . 

of our blood 1s the 1c.tding of the \lSS., ln:t th'-.0 l:,p1c-::-::,111n ,~ unu::iu.11.. ~d scr:n!.: tn he due •n :t m1~~"'ansl.,t 
Fril,-,che reads O"T•jµ.,n·ur (wilhout )I:-; .. 1uthurit)· J \d11ch i:-- nu hcucr rh;c nu .. 111.::..: 1.;. • h, \\Jll 11utt1:,h us f.ir t~"' 

profanation'. • . . • • 
:::. tum upon o ur bends, ,.e. puni,h u~ for 11!.cf,juJ;c, "·.S, (11.,11). 
23. t o favour, as in 1he ca,t· of Jcho1.1ch111,: .K101.~ u1. :7 II. (Hall). . 
24. rest upon us. :',;ote the impon.,ncc of lk1hul11. !1 "'"' 1hc kq of <h_e \\hole s,11,~t,on. 
:.7. s co urge, cf. Heb. xii. 6. Th,, vase 1, quo1ed br Clement 01 ,\l~-andru, .'from 11. ~47 
31. 58 \'L 

0

Syr ~aH: • for us and .Goel shall spc<-c1l.Y '""·'' us, bccat:,e , 
g odly, ,,u,{jqr, 5S ~yr 8rn<7</S',C (.is on \I. 1;), \ I. s.111,/,1. 

3::. 58 VL Syr · a lhing of wisdom' 
33. 58 VL Syr ndd 'as I trusl' at the end. 

1,-­Jr 
s 



T l IE BOOK OF JUDITH 8. 34-9. 11 

31 city to our enemic~. the I .ord shall visit Israel by my hand. Hut ye shall not in.quire o f mine act: 
:i., for r "ill not declare it unto rou, till the things be fini~hed that I do. A nd 07.ias and the rulers 

said unto her, Gn in peace, and the Lord God be before thee, to take \'cngeancc on o ur cncrnks. 
36 And the, returned from the tent, and went to their s tations. 

9 1 But Judith fell up,in her f.ice, and p11 t a~hes upon her head, and uncovered the sackcloth whcre-
nith she w.1s clothed; and the incense of that evening was now being offered at Jerusalem in the 
house of God, and Judith cried unto the L ord with a loud voice, and said, 

2 O Lord C ,od of my father Simeon, into whose hand thou gm·cst a sword to take vengeance of the 
str,rn1,;cr,, who looscmd the 1-!irdlc of a \'irgin to defile her, and uncovered the thigh to her shame, 

~ and prof.,ncd the womh to her reproach; for thou 1'<1idst, Jt shall not be so; and they d id so· 
wherefore thou ;_:a\'cst their rulers to be ;;lain, and their bed, which was ashamed for her that was 
clcccivecl, to l>c i!yed in blood, and smotcst the ,crvanls with their lords, and the lords upon their 

4 thrones, and ga\'C.:-l their,, i,·es for a prey, and their daughters to be captives, .lnd all their spoils 
t,, be di,·idcd among- thy dear chiltlren; \\'hich wen: mo,·cd with zeal for thee, and abhorred the 
pol111t ion r,f their hlood, :inti called upon thee for aid: 0 God, 0 my God. hear me also that am a 

;; \\"ido\\". F111 th"11 wrunghtcst the things that were before those things, anc.l those things, and such 
as ensued .,ftcr: and thou didst dc,·isc the things which arc now, an<l the thin;:-s which arc to come: 

"anti the thing,,, hicl, thou didst devise came to pass; yc;i, the things which thou didst determine 
Mood beforc thee, and said, Lo, we arc here: for all thy ways arc prep.ired, and thy j udgement is 

7 \\'ith fnrd,nowlcdgc. For, behold, the Assyrians .ire multiplied in their po11·cr; they an, cx,iltcd 
with horse and rider; they have gloried in the ,trrngth of their footmen: they have trusted in 
~hicld and spear anc.l bow and sling; ant! they kno,1 n0t that thou art the Lord that brcakcth the 

s battle, till' J ,,)rd i, thr name. Dash thot1 down their strcllk:lh in thy po11ci , and bring down their 
force in th)' wnth: for they have purpost:cl to profane thy sanctuary. and to defile the tabernacle 

,1 whuc thy glorious name resteth, and to ca.st down \\"ith the sword the horn of thine altar. Look 
upon their pride and s,·nd thy wrath upon their heads: izi\'c into my hand, which am a widow, the 

10 might that I h;ivc con(ci,·cd. Smite b)' the deceit of my lips the servant with the prince and the 
11 prince with hi~ servant. break do\\n their stateliness by the hand of a woman. For thy power 

standcth not m multitude, nor thy might in strong men : but thou art a Goel or the affiictcd, thou 

36. 5: \ L 'ruurncd .tnd went <'own from the tent', winch was on ihe roof of her house (\'iii. 5). 

I';. 1 uncovered, i.e. «·nt ihc mantle \\hich she wore over ii, so ;S \"L S)r, or took off her mantle. 
z Rderring 10 t;en. x,xiv. :5. 

girdle, ,,irp,w, is (,roiius', cmcndaiiun for µi,rpm• fas all :'IISS.J. Hut• 10 loo•e the girdle' is not a Hebre\\ expression 
in this sens<-. anrl ,,;.,.J>f' 1s used else,\here in this boClk for hcad-drCS5-, not girdle. Ai-nv Jl?T,•ct1i11 i( it is for en, nn~. 
is 4uite unsuitable here. The ,cr,c is e,idcntlr corrupt, .is the secund 1•i,r1••• shows (which 248 has changed tc, 

,.-.1'8,, in,·). \\"c hould expect in llebrcw ,,mJ n\'1~ ;;~1. Can nl"\ll ha,e been mi,rcacl n"\~ll and translaiecl l''Tl"J : 
Th re,ult would b, ,uhic1cntly unintelh.:1blc to lead to corrections in the Greek. 

It shall not be :so, as LX :\ m C,cn. xxxiv. 7. 
3, bed . blood. The text i:t difficuh, and ll1USl be corrupt. n h:\S ~ ,ja(uaTO T4•· ,i:rniT'111 ,.~ ... QJ., ci1TtiTl)8ti•1m·, 

apparcnil> mcan,n~' 11h1ch 11as a,hamcd of their deceit (\\hcicwith they had clccci,ed)'. A and !'I omit ,,ir,,rq,,, and 
so R.\. lrilzs .. In: omits ,;,.,,.,,q,;., .. ,. 58 has ,"l,;farn n1• ,;1mn18,,,rt11· (and similarly \ I, Syr' "hich must be a 
<onJcctur.11 cmcnc;!ltinn. For :itJirrn.,,,, Fritzsche conjectures ;aivc.rTo. Ball ~Oi,unTtJ, z-18 hos ~1,afluoTo, others ;,a<L<1aT11, 
&r. '-:unt ot these i "" impro,cment on the ordinary readin,:, and some arc impossible. Th" parallelism requiTe< 
th< whole relalt c d.,u"c to be omitted. Read 'ihou g.l\'CSL their rulers tn slaughter and their bed to blood'. 

''"-ith t·rrc -= ~}:. and so the second <'rri. perhap5 = • with their thrones'. er. verse 10. 
; tho•e things, and. ,uiwn "°' is very c:lums)'· N omits""'· A omits ru. 5yr has • the mirldle lhmgs '. \\<· 

should e pe,·t tr llehrew to be ni•J,ni,11 n1•l1~,p 11·::,11, for "hich there may have been a v.,riant 'mc;i 11~10 '~;, '11 
ri 'in~ , e to I he cxistin,, Greek. The present things ~ue mentioned in the ncxl sentence. 

devise (1 l is lu1•0;,o,, ... 'intend 1.. 
devi-e (. , · ,,,,,;t'~r. nJ:;-n,' tho11 hadst in mind·. Cf, Sir, ~i..~i~. 30 and ;.!idras'1 Q,r. R, § 3, "here creation i, 

s:ud to ori.1,.ln.1tc ,:l:.:·n"":J. 
6 judgement. \ ha. 'jud;:ements '. 58 \ L Syr «i "''"""· 
7. breaketh .•• name, from Exod. x, . 3 L\ ~ . 
~- in thy power ratlicr ·by•,,·,.~ ::I as frc<juently. 

5, \ l. Syr h»e 'd•sh clown their strength. oh Eternal («iwvu), break their multitude b)' thy po1>er, smitt 
(,r,,n,~01· for'"'''~"•) their force •. .' !'I has ui-,•pnfw, which may be the original reading for"'' p,iE<,1•. 

tabernacle . • C.f. I Jeut. xtt. 1 t and frequently. 
9. the might .• i. "· strength to do \\h.tt I ha,vc conceived. 
10. deceit. \ulJ.;. re.H.l ,i)rin17t for ,i:r,;.,,,,,. as in ix. 3. • Lips of deceit' is a Hebraism 1t"':!' 'JJ£lC", cf. Ps. cx,c, !?. 

\\"i1h thi, clause cf. ix. 3. 
stateliness1 1i .... irn,µn, a form .-ilso found in xii. 8 in some )ISS. A has ,i,,ior-']p,n. 
by the band ors woman. She was thinking of Jae!, d. Judi;es '"· 54. 

II. might. 58 \ 'I. !s)r ha1c t,;,,., 'gift', N d,£ui. 
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T ilt.: BOOK Or JUJHTII !l. 11 -10. q 

art a hclp<'r of the oppressed, ,to uphnlclcr of the \\<,,k, ,, p1ntrn ,r •if the forl,,111, :a .,.,,\i ,t11 0 f ti 111 
I ~ th:i t .trc \\ ithout hope. y (';t, }'!.' l, Gntl 11f my lalht·r .• 11111 c; .. ,1 uf l he inht 111111cc <Jf l ,r,11 1, I nrd t 

the heavens and of the 1·,11 th .. C1 c:,,t, ·• .. r. 1 he w,,tc:1,. Kin~ ,,r ,., try , 1c.1111rc,. hear thn·i 111r pr:,)"-' 
11 am.! nnke my speech and tlece11 lo be th,·1r \\'01111cl .rnd ,1, q" 1, h,, h.,vc 1,11rpo,«:cl h.11,I thm ·~ ,1 ,1111•t 

thy cnven:111t, and thy hallowed h11us1-, an,! the t,,,, hf :-i11,11, .11111 1111• house of the poss• :s1 ,11 ,,f 1hr 
11 children. And m,1kc every 11,tliun ,incl uilK; of thine t" !.nnll' th.it thr.11 .,rt Gnd. the l;u.i 1,J .,I\ 

pm1er and mi ht, ;tnd th;it there is IH)ll<' other th.it pn,tt'CtLlh the ,,,cc ,1f hr.u·I l, 0 11 th u. 
10 , 1\ml it came lo pass, when shc had ..:eisc,! to ,:ry unto the c;o,I ,,f I r;wl .• 111,I h.ul 111a1Jc: .,n ,·n I 1 

, a ll these words. that she ruse up wlu·re she h,ul l;1l!c:11 d,m 11, ,1t1d cal!C'tl ll<'r maid, an I \\Cllt dnwn 
.l int,1 the house, in the \\hich ,lw was wunl to ,11,icle ,m th~· ~.,Lb.1th d.11·~ 11nd <in her(,., 1 d.1\•, .111 I 

pullccl off the sackcloth \\hich ,hl' h.ul pul "ll, and l'"l .. 1f 111<: g,1111·11·111~ nf ht'r "i,lo"h,,;•t. 111 ,I 
wa.,heJ her b,x!y all O\'LT with watn. and a11nit1ted hc1sc·'f"ith rich .. 111111 tttl, and !,raided the h:i r 
of ha head, ,md put a ti1e llp1111 it, and put un hc1 .: ,1111t11t, n( ~t.,,!11<'" "li<·1t 11ith ~ht·" l' \\ont 

~ to be clad in the days of the life· 11f :'ll.111.isst·, h,•1 h1i-l,.111d. \11,I h t"c I, ,.,n,bl• f, ,r ht·r feet •• ind 
put her el1:1i11s about her, and h, 1 hrarch ts, .111d h, r 1111 ••. and 111 r , .111 in",, and .,II her nrn~mcn: , 

:; and dcck,:d hcr,elf br;l\·dy, to beguile th.: q·cs of ,,'l 111<11 th.,t ,hould ..ie her :\nd ,ht· ~nt: hi-r 
maid a le.1thcrn bottk of winl', ,ind :t cr11,i: of 11il, .m,I fill, d .1 I, 1: "ith 1• ir<hc•<I c,, n ,,nil lt11111 .. 1 
fii:-s and fine bread; and she packed all her vessels together, and hid tbem upon her. 

r, .\nd the)' 11ent forth lo the g.,1,• 111 th , 11y • I J;, th,il1,1, ,111,I l·ul,11d 1.,1., :ttft th ,<P}' I lti" ,t'l I 
7 the ciders of the city, Chabris and Lh:umis. Hat when they slw her, that her cmintcn:ince \\ ls 

.tltoe1cd, and her ,lj>parel \\ IS <.:h,lllf,l'd, the}' \\111ldc1«l.1t hll J,,,ll,!) \<l} 1•x1.ud111,f~ 1 Uhl 11.I t1111•> 

1'! her, The C,ocl of onr fathers give the" favom, and accomplish thy ptnposes lo the glory of the 
9 children of Israel, an,! to the exalt ition of J<·rusale1•1. Ancl :,ht· \1or,hippe<l l~oll, aml ,;_11<1 1111t" 

thun, Co111111.111d th,Lt they 0111·11 1111t1, 111e th, h.,11 uf • '1, , 1t~, ,nd I \\ i 1 ,... , i.,nh •, ,c,." , ,lhh 1h, 
10 thing~ whereof ye spake with me. 1\nd they l •111111.111dul th, yu n• nH n to Ojtt ·1 ,mto h r •• ,, ,h,· 

had spokrn: and they did so. 
,\nd Judith went out, sh<', ,ind hl'r ln11clmaid ll'ith her; and l he men or thC' cil\' lool:ed :tfttr her, 

until she was gunc dcmn the rnount.1in, until she h;i,l p:ts,ctl the 1allcy, anti tbcy C'.)uld c her 1v, 
u. 12 more. And they\\Clll ~trai;,:ht Oll\\',1rd in the \,ilk} .. an,l tht• \\;tl-h of the \s,yri,111' ntcl her; .rn<l 

they took hcr,and a,,ked her,Of 11h.111,c·,,pk.11t th .. 11: .,nd \1h1 nceulllK•t th•lll' .111 "" th, 
thou? .t\ncl ,he said, lam a <lau~hhr o f thC' Tlel.>re\\~,anJ I flc<.· :m,1rrrom thcirprcscnc,• uccause 

1 .l they arc about to be given you to be consumc:d: and I am com in;.: into the presrncc of JI, lofc1 n~~ 
th"' chief captain of your host. lo declare words of truth ; and I \\ ill ,hl'I\' b< for c h1111 a \\'~)'.\\he rcby 
he shall go, and win all the hill c,,unuy and there hall not be lacking <,f 111s men one per on, nor 

oppressed, ,'AnTThtCo.lY, ic; u.f:hl lnf,t a'i 1{.\". mnrg1n 1l 1he who ltC ,,,,ferior to other , 1 c. O\Cr C ) lhr-r, 
; o \ L !>yr hn,c • -avar,ur o{ the torlorn ', on,Jtt 111 • nu-,1al''I' u'i11">.rr11rµu illl ... 

12. of every creature. ~''"'1• .t.:(111(wi fTOl' s:a j:i~·-,J ~~. ,111 (l ) J C'l{ au n ·, l co:1'"',on f"\:prcs.s on m 13te H~· re 
t3. against thy covenant Bait cit. I>. n. "· :S, :i.nd • csts th.,t th, 1s !I d1 111 ,. rf \I , '> 111 t b 

the: ind1cauon is too ~lii;ht to c pre: ell. 
top, 1 c. mmmt, unusual \\ 1th Sio1· 

14. every nation ... of thine, ~ I f. r, '7•~., Tu (8,, ~· a,,t. \ ,-r., 11r. (a :e Ill r l,J(.lt s
1 

1 c\ er)' n.1t1on r fr, er) 'r1hft ' 1 
knm, ihcc '. \ L also 01111ts um. I 11, mran ,~ is'· s ',yr,• m ~ h> wh le n 1 .1clJ .n l!\N)' f t g'OI I 1bc 
to know', not as I{.\. 

X. ll.111 rightly point~ out that ,. 1-x1. 5 "111odcllul on 1111• 1,reel. I: thcr, I I; 
::. maid, 01pnr,, as m viu. 10 .rnc, 1111hc p.lr,\IJel p.1iSaf:<:. t'."11 §tiu;r 

house. She lin.:d u~ually m ,\ ttnt on the roo£, bur \H·ot d, \\n into th ho ~ for fp l ,.J~. 
3. braided. l111r11ft, prop<·r1)' ',,rr.tn).;Cd '. :-,.yr 1 .,romtcd '. \ l h.o l• rb) nd \'ul ,/J ,.;, " 

it.' ~ lu~m·r. 19 l08 ;~ut,jwTo - \'l. p,· lin,l II, 1 she: curnlcd ll cut 
~c pane 

t ire i!> fliT11a1 Cf. :lbU\C un IS.'! 
4. saodnls wuuld 11ot h:i.,·c been wmn durmf; he ... mourm. ~-

chains, x>.i,3;w1m·, £n1towin~ sand;\ls, arc pn ba.l 1)' • .ioklet ', .1s \'I.. . 
decked herself. \'ulg. ,ldds t~ l her IJ<,IUI> wa 11111':I ulou,I}' 11• rra,c< l>CCJU c Lf hrr ,111~-i:s oh rct. 
to beguile. ,:i til'Ttir,,O"ni. ,\ It ,liiuVT'l''•"', to m(ct. 

5. lumps of figs, ,,,,~,i8a,. N ""'· 'i) r has plur.11. 
\(tcr bread 19 1o8 ad<l ' chcc c', and so 5H \'I. !>)r, 
It is in accordance with Judith p,ous ol,scn ,net nl iht 1.nw tha: he ,hoL'd make tl1csc c.irdu, paparauons to 

ensure haYmg: de.in (l;«ir/1t,..J fund ,\t,lle .l\\il) fr r ht.,lllt. J h~ ,r < > ,,trc for uch cot>kt11t: .,s nH~h· be nc<cs ff, 

l,cntilc nsseb wou·d be: •>r 1111i;h1 ue un lean 
8 give thee favour, d~r, tr• ,&. ,\Yi""· .\ lfc'"rcw t!xprcss;on c::: make- thee to be f,n·ourcc1 S \ L "i)·r have~ 

(JOI \!ifJU". . . • . • f h 
10. lkthuba was on n mounum and " ,s appro:ichcd °'Y 1 , I,)• 1 he ou1pos11 (,rl""Ja~n•• l n l c cncm) \\CfC • 

the other end of the ,·.tile)·, 
,:. Hebrews. Corr, ctly used 10 distinguuh tl,cm (rom foreigners, to" hom she \\as spcalung. 
13. lack ing, ,,,ucJ~ ,~uu, .1 1.,1<.: t,h'tl.. u-..c t•f thl \,,., .. ,1. Tn t !'\.111i. ,u. It, ' ''·'.', 't ii~·:. T!.c, , f 1 , r., • 

ll'Ould be strange, c1·tn ,n Hebrew. ll mc1n\ 'no one shall be 1.1km prm,n~r or k1l ~d , 
~59 



THE BOOK OF JUDITH 10. 14-ll . 10 

1 ~ one life. K ow 1rhcn t ht men heard her \\'Ore.ls, and rnn~idcrcd her countenance, the beauty thereof 
1 _, was exceeding marvellous in their eyes, and they said unto her, Thou hast saved thy life, in that 

thou hast hasted to come do\\'n to the presence of our lord: and now come to his tent, and some of 
1 r, us ~hall conduct thee, until they shall deliver thee into his hands. nut when thou 5tandcst before 

him, be not afrnid in thine heart, but declare unto him according to thy word$; and he shall entreat 
, ; thee well. And they chosl' out of them a hundred men, and appointed them to accompany her and 

her maid; and they brought them to the lent of llolofemes. 
, s And there. was a concourse throuihout all the camp, for her coming was noised among the tents; 

and they came and compassed her about, as she stood without the tent of I Iolofernes, until they told 
111 liim of her. ,\nd they man·elled al her beauty, and marvelled at the chilclren of Israel because of 

lier. and c:ich one said to hi, neighbour, \Vl10 shall despise this people, that have among them such 
\1 <,mui? for it is 1101 :;ood that one man of them be left, seeing th,tt, if they arc let go, thC}' shall be 

!O nblc tu deceive thc- whole c.irth. • \ntl they that lay near Holofcrnes. and all his servants, went forth 
, , and br<>llf.ht her into the lent. ,\nd I Iolofcrncs was resting upon his bed under the canopy, which 
! ! ",1s "0\"('11 with purple anti ,;old :ind emeralds and precious stone,. And they told him of her; antl 
,., he came fi ,rth into the ,p:tcc bdore his tent, with silver lamps going before him. ]3ut when Judith 

,1·;1s cnmc l.,cfore him and hi, servants, they all marvelled at the beauty of her countenance; and 
she fell down upon her face, and dicl reverence unto him: and his servants raised lier up. 

11 , , \nd l loluferncs ~.iid unto her, \Voman. be of good com tort, fear not in thy heart: for I never 
: hurt an} that hath chosen to sen·L Nebucltadnezz.ir, the king of all the earth. And now, if thy 

pcopk th«t dwcllcth in the lull cuun t1") ha<l not scl light by me, [ would not have lifted up my spear 
, against them: but they ha\"e done these things to themselves. ,\nd no\\ tell me wherefore thou 

dubt flee from them, and came,t unto us: for thou art come to save thyself; be of good comfort, 
1 thou slult li,c this night. ancl hcrc.1ft1.:r: for there is none that shall wrong thee, but all shall cntn.:,Lt 
., tht't' well, as is done untu the servants of king Xebuehaclnezzar my lord And Judith said unto him, 

Rcceive the words of thy ,i:rvant, and lct thy handmaid speak in thy presence, and [ will declare 
"no lie unto my loal this night. . \nd ir thou :,halt follo\\ the words of thy handmaicl, God shall bnng 
; th thini; to pass perfectly with thee; and 111}' iord shall not fai I of his purposes. As Nebuchadnezz.1r 

l, ing of all the earth liveth, and as his power liveth, who hath sent thee for the preservation of e,·ery 
livin~ thing, not only do men serve him by thee. but also the beasts of lhc field and the cattle and 
the IJirds of the heaven shall Ii, e throug-h thy strength, in the time of :\'ebuchadncuar and of all hb 

~ house. For we have heard of thy wisdom and the subtil devices of thy soul , and it hath been 
rcpurted in :111 the earth. th;1t thou only art brave in all the kingclom, am! mighty in knowledge, and 

,, w0ncll·rful in fcats of war. And now as concerning the matter, which Achior did speak in thy 
1,;ouncil, we ha\"e heard hi, words: for the men of llethulia sa,cd him, and he declared unto them 

, o all that he had spoken before thee. \\' here fore, 0 lord and master, neglect not his word ; but lay 
it up in thy heart, for it is true: for our rac<.c shall not be punished, neither ,hall the sworJ prevail 

q . The 1110 hahc, of the ,crsc arc (Clnnected by •oi. Perhaps the I Jebrew original should be translilted 'and noted 
her counte1unce, that (m· for) it was ,·ery wonderful in beaut)' to look 111 (D,1'J'Y,), then thei said .. .' 

16. when, properly' if', i.e. ,r you arc fortunate enough to be admitted. 
11. appointed them to accompany, ""F'•(•v{u,, Iii.· they yoked (1hcm) alongside'. 
1~. B<tter 'until lhC)' had told h,m ', i. c. she stood outside while some one 11ent m and told him. The whole account 

h ,·ery ,·1\·id. 
19. because or her, ,;,,.· o/r~,. properly '/jud;:mg) from her' 58 \·LS) r 'the)' wondered at her beauty and 

nc<;i, cd her words because ther II ere ,e1y good, and man elled .•. ' 
deceive. ,caruui,qliona6r", i.e. be1;uill! w1lh the beauty of their women. 

w. that lay near. 58 ,rnp,ap,:ovrn, 'that were ,n aucndance.' and so \ 'LS) r. 
Zl, under (prop.• in 'J the canopy, "hich probably means the mosquito net. 
zz. 58 \" L ~yr ''"Cry many s1hcr lamps going lx:forc him, and they brought her in to him'. 
03. was come. 51! V L Syr • ,tood' more probably represents the Hebrew. 
XI 4. The con.,lruction is .iwkward. Lit. 'there is none who shall harm thee but shall entreat .. .' i. c. we (or al I) 

"ill ~lllre:it. 19 44 al. \"L S)r """I""'· 
6. Ila.II sug,:csts that the phrase• (;od shalt brin~ the thmg to pass' is intentionally ambiguous, but the concludmg 

words .1re a;:amst 1his. On the morality of Judith's device see ln<roduction. 
j. :s;ol very cir.tr. Al the end II ha, (~aol'Ttu Nn,::I, K111 rrwTn To,• ni,o~ ""'"'• which will not transldle, The other 

:"\tSS. h,nc ,'r.i ~ . "''' wu"'n ..•. of which the meaning is not c,·idcnt. R. , ... follo\\s Friusche's cmendnllon ,rm,rtk, &c., 
which may be the sense but has no MS. authofll)', \'L has 'per "inutem tuam sciet N. cl omnis domus eius '. ~>' 
' hall know (,1ckno11ledgeJ ~- through 1hr strength·. Cf. Jer. X>\'ii. 6. 

8. brave. U')ta8c t, r-.,thcr • a ;:ood general'. He ,,·.as cipx,a'TµU:-'1)0S'1 ii. 4. 
fe:ata1 O"rpanlµ.aa,1 perhap:; •campaigas '. 

9. ns ••• matter, >.6)0< is a 11omi11,1finu pr111fms. 58 \.L Syr 'and now, my lord, the word which A. spake' 
(~,. i~,i>.~u· lloyo, A,), \t the end 19 10~ add 'and all thy 1111rds ', 58 omits 'before 1h~c ', and 'Ion:\ nnd ma.;tcr' in 
\Cr!>C 10. 
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1 1 again~t them,. except they ,in ,,i:,,in,t tlw..- ( ,o<l. • \nd now, ti ,t 1 ,y lord he n,:,l <ldc;1L(<I ,111.t 

fr~1,tratc of lus purpose, ;ind _tha_l death Illa}' f.,11 upc,n du 111, tltci1 ,i11 hath o\'crtakt·n thl'm, ,,hen:-. 
1~ ,1llh they shall provoke their (,oc.l lu an;.:~r. whl'lbuc\'er lhl)' ,h,.tl du wickednc,..,. !'=i:111cc 1h ir 

\'ictual, f.lilec.l lh<'III, and all tht·ir 11:ill·r wa, i.c,mt. lhc)' t"ok cnun ·I lo tty h~IHI~ upon the r r.:.,ulc 
ant.I dctcnnincd to con~umc all those thin;.:s, "hich Cod ch.ir;.:ctl them by hi~ l.111, 1h.1t 1hcr ,hg l,J 

13 not cat: and they arc n.:~olved to ,pend the 11rstfruits of the corn, ,rn<l the tenth, oi th,· u111, 11,I 
the uil, which they h,1tl s.111ctificd. and rcscrvc<l for th<: prit\h th,,t ~t,md l,cf, ,re the f,,a: ,,f, 111 1 ;,_.t 
in Jcrusakm; lhc which thin.;s it is not fattin~ fm an)' ,,f the people,, 11111d1 a, tu touch with the r 

14 hands ,\nd they h,1vc senl some lo Jern,dcm, beuuse lhcy al,o th.it d11dl thew h,,vc d,,ne thi• 
1.~ thin;.:, to bring- thc~1 a licu1cc from ll~e sn1.1ll'. \nd it ,hall b,·, \\hl·ll one, ,h.111 hrm;; them \\C,111, 

16 .tnd they ,hall <lo •L, they ,hall be .:l\·cn tlwc t,1 be de,tr .. yed th• sa111c d,t}' \\'hercfurc J th}' 
scr\'ant, know in~ all thi,, tkd a war from tlll'i1 L"e,,-111:c. ;ind ( ;nd ,cnl me 1,, ""' k thin;:• 11 llh th ,. 

1; whereat all the c.,rth shall bc a,l11ni,hcd, even.,~ m,111) ,,ssh.ill hc,,r it. For thy ,cn. .,nt i, rchi:1r .. ,•. 
and scrvcth the Goel of hca\'lcn d.,y .rnd ni:,:ln: a111I 111111·, 111)' I, ud, J will .drnl • 11 ,th thee, .111rl th\ 
servant" ill go fo,th b}' night illll> the ,·.1lley, .111d ! 11 ill l"·'Y 11111 .. < ;,Ml .ind lie ,1,~11 tell me II he;, 

11> they han, committed th<ir sm,: .uul [ will , umc . .itd ,hc11 it .,•,,, umu :h,·1·: .111d th•,u sh,dt h" fo, th 
19 with ,di thy host, aml then.: ,h,dl bc 111,m· 11r lhcm th,11 sh.di 1"t",1•1 thee. \n<'I l will le.<11 •he, 

throu"h the mi<lst of Jud.c., until thou , ,111c,t 01<·r a;.:.,in,t J, 111,,1' 111, ,111,I ! ,lilt stt thy "<oll rn 
the midst thereof; am! thou ~1,,dt d1fre them ,1, ,hc'l'p tlut h "' n, slwp!1 111, .111 ! ., do! ,h.dl 11,: 
so much as open his mouth before thC'c for tlws~ lhin;.:s 11·crC' told Ill~ .tC(.or<ling to my fore• 
knowkdi;i:, and were dcclarul unt,1 nw, and I wa~ :,<.nt to tdl the~. 

:o .\nd her worJ, were plea,in~ i11 the ,irJ1t ,r I l olofcrncs .tnd of .,I' h s •ervants, ,tnd t'•"}' 
:1 man:ellcd at her wi,;dom, .md said, Jhcrc is nut smh a wom.u1 from one cn<l ot th<.' earth to th 
n other. for beauty of face and wisdom of word,. .\nd I lolofcmc, s.1•<l 1,nto her, God dHl well t, 

send thee bdore the p~opk, that might shoultl bL 111 our h.111Jc; and ,lcsll,1c11un 1m,,11;: them that 
:3 lighll}' rt·;,;.ui.lul my lurd . • \ml""" th,111.111 ln.,htlful i1, tll\ ,.,unt,1> ,111 , 11 tl) 111 l

0

l)" l 

for if thou shalt tlo as thou h.1,1 s:~okc 11, thr (,oil ,hall be my God,.111tl thou ,halt ,ll,·cll in the." house 
of kin:.. Ncbuchadnc ,1.ar, and ,halt be renowned thrr>ugh lhe whole c.1rtl•. 

12 1 .\nd he, c,,mmande,1 tu b1i11,, hLT in""' 1< 111, ,111-n 1 ·'"l' \\U'~ -.d, ""' I,.,.,. !11.11 they ,l ,1 ,! 
i pn:pare for hLr of hi:; own m~ats, and th,1l she should drink or h•, own wine And Jud th said, I 

will not c·at thereof, lcsl the1 c bi: an t>CC ision or slumblin;;: but pwvi,ion shall be made for me o( 
3 the thmgs that arc come with me. .\ml I [ulofcrnr.s sctitl unto her, lint 1f the th•ni::, tl1,1t IX" with 

tlu:e should fail, whence shall we be able lo gi~c thLc the like> fo1 thc,c i, none of thy rice" 1th u . 
4 J\nJ Judith said u1llo him, .\s 1hr -.uul li,-cth, my :u1d, thy ,u\,llll ,!,,di 11 .. 1 t•l'll.! th , 1i1111,. 1h .. 1 

r, be with me, until the T.urd work by my hand the thing, that ht• hath ,ktrrmined • \ ml the sen· mt~ 

1 t . Tr 1n,latc , .. • purpo,t>, death ,h,tll f.,11 upun thr1:t, and• fo,) <he,r , \\htrcw11h they" I prM' l.c l~ur 1; d 
has (,.Ircacl) J i;ul a hold on them, "hrns<,c1 tr they 111 y ( tel .11ly I romn11t fo, y ' 158 V l. 'iyr ', ,mrml ll' • T uc .tr 
m.iny ·,mall \ariants. but this t:::rnt:tt.:· tc).t) .tt..11:::, t,i ):l\'e a 51.. ta1 It! 'Sicn .. c. n ~'i "ere :11rr ,dy m 11-e po"'rr f th 
~in by inkndini; to fomn1it It (:,.ee \i r~1 1:.J 1lth0t1_11 she <toe .. nut knO\\ wh n t • cwal comnus.ston w 

1 
<X ur 

13. which .• , it is n ot fittinJ for any ol lhc.: pcoph.: 'H,t 11 .. ~) f,11 t,, 1, h. to tolh::h • lr 
author feels so stron.;I)· on the po,n, that lie niakc 1s heroine select thi, ~sher Ir of of"' ketlnc c1c,, rn s;it 
inh, to an unhel1tn:r. 

J 4 have done, irro:,10-nl-
1 
i. c. did It on 11.omt' form,·r oc.; .1s1 n. 

to b ring is Frn,,,-hc';; µ.rn1<oµI1riwr•h I he ordin.u)' re·.~ .. mt' ,Hro11t1amT-tr 0 0, no scnH·. 
:-;at~ their dependence un the s,u,hc<lrm . 

1 7. relig-ious, 8wcr,,i,; c
1 

rathl:r • ~o<l-!carmg' Id t ,«.;n. ~l1t 18), ,b the re n !1. r er re c1\·1r: ,1 c. ,. nc ornmumr~tlt n. 
11!. l'roperly · therL 1s none of lhcm tl,.11 ,hall , .' 
19. a dog . , , Ct I xo<l. "· ;. I I< re lner.,llr 'i;rnw, w th Ith ton~uc ', acc'lrd1ng lo my fo, cknowted,e, • "" 

:,-µ«ryvwau"' (1u11J om. HJ 1o8). prob.,hly lllt'clnS • by n,t)' of rt·\·c1:it1on • (Ba.BJ. 
::o. 58 V L ~yr • ,ll he bcaUl)' ,1n<l "is, om'. 
::ll. for beauty of face. i • (•11~'!' "''°""'"'!') is ai:am 1hc llcl>. ·:i , 
~:?. that n1ight $hou.ld be ... , T(Jt 'l"'ie~ .. ,, • . 1 rather• stnd thee t be m.1de ~ ~·rcn· th to us .ind a destrurt ci 1 

10 tl,cm • t':11 :,•n, 1:•i•:i 1w~t.. 
::3, beautiful, ti'M't111. • pretty. 

witty, 1.c. \\i~c, ,;1 j,d,,, ,t•tq,tubk.' T11c tt-~• may Uc 1.~lit ,un::i1lk. 1• \\h.u fnUl·,,~ b t •·. i tcmp•11!1,; 
su~~cs: t1Mt aht..:r 'Le.rntifol ul Lmauc111n-.:, 1,""t~j·;, i~'1 tht II{" IL,\ lti.ll -;~:, 1:':;1 and" l(tt ,y m l11rm 
£~thcr u. 71 which was mP .. re.iJ j•:N:'I ::::, ·.,11d 1hnu ,-.pc.1lt· .. 1 \H·lt', 1,, 1....b'. h.H«.: ·1f th~ t.oJ tu ,~ th,n S.S~t: t". 
which \,oulcl then be uribm.d .,nd haY· !,ctn ,1hcrt'tl t 1 .\,.tt:"l' \\1~h ,t,.,t•, , .. um .\ .. ;,o" ,nu. I, l6 In Ii. It.' "t 
.should 1.:nt1tlc hcr(1s l.~thcrl to <hH·ll m the h,1u .. c uf tht:" l..111,to, n 11t lH.'r 111tdc\;lu.tl•1uahta:~ or ht1':&lrHu .. '").t, .\ ~· a. 

XJ I. 1. prei:are, ,wn1UTµ<~•tn1, :-.hould nu ch,ultt rnn1n · tl>rl"3.ll ., ... u 1th· •• \1,;., but here 11 n,u:.t be" lo(.;:. u11 the l .. • •• 

Then rrtvo" i!, ~impl)' e1 exci:ctical n~n:;·~J • s, t l,c.:r,,1t: lit·r ,11 hi::.•"\ n \ 1Jml :-. rn l c. f l,1~ "inc tv ,lrmk · 
:. As before, stress is laid on the duty of usm6 only dnn food, 
.i. ll omlls 'the Lord I wrom:ly. 

zfi1 
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of JToloferncs brou;.;ht her into the tent, and she slept till midnight. and she rose up toward the 
6 morn in~ watch, ancl sent to I lolofornes, saying. Let mr lord now command that they suffer thy 
; servant 10 go forth 1111to pr,lycr. And lloloferncs commanded his guards that they should not stay 

her: and she abode in the camp three days, and went out every night into the valley of Ilethul ia , 
~ aml washed he1,clf at the founuin of water in the camp. And when she came up, she besought 
11 the Lord Gnd of ls1·ael l<l direct her war to the raising up of the children of his people. ,\nd she 

came in clew, and rem:tincd in the tent, until she took her meat toward evening. 
ro And it c.1111e to pass on the fnlll th day, I Colofcrncs made a f<:ast to his own servants only, and 
r, called none of the officers to the banquet. And he snid to Hagoas the eunuch. \\'ho had charge ovn 

all th:ll he h.1d, (;,, now, :ind pcrsuntk this I Iebrell' woman which is with thee, th;,it she come unto 
, , ""'· and cat ;\lld drink \\'ith us. For, lo, it is a slumc for om person, if we shnll let such n womcin 
, .; go, not h.1\"in~ had h<:r company; for if 11·c draw her not unto us, she shall laugh us to scorn. .\nd 

B:1~n;1s 11cn1 from the presence of l lolnfcrncs, ancl came in 10 her, and said, Let not th is fair damsel 
fc;iJ' lo come lo mr lord. and to be honoured in his presence. and to drink wine and be merry with 
us, and to be made this day as one of the daughters of the children of Asshur, which wnit in the 

q hot1'c· ,,f :--:cJrnch.1dnezzar. \nd Jmlith s;1id unto him. And \\ho am I, that I should gnin,ay mr 
!.:,rd? for whatsnLV<'r ~hall be plcasin,.: in his eyes I will du speedily, and this shall be my joy unto 

r -, the d:iy of my death. .\nd she arose, and decked herself with her apparel and all her woman·s 
attire: anJ hu s..:n·ant went and laid fleeces on the ground for her over a~ainst l l olofernes, which 

,r. she h,1d 1<:ceivtd of B.1~0:is for her daily use, th:1t she might sit and cat upon them And Judith 
Gtmc in and sat do\\n, itnd I lolofcrnc:; heart was ravished with her. and his ~oul was moved, and 
he dcs ir«I cxcccding-ly her company· and he \\':ts watching for a tirm. to deceive her, from the day 

1;. ,:-; that he had seen her \nd Iloloferncs s:iid unto her Drink now, and be merry with us. And 
Judith said, I will ti rink 11011. my lord, becau. "' my life is mngnifittl in me this day more than all the 

1,, days since I was born. ,\nd she tnok :ind atcc and drank before him what her ser\'ant had prepared. 
·\ 11d I J.,}pfLTncs took gr<:at dtlighl Ill her, :ind dr,ink cxce<.:ding- rnuch 11 inc, more than he had drunk 
at any time in one day since he \\'as bnrn 

13 , llut 11 hu1 the cn.ni,1;.: \\'as co111L, 111, sn\';111ts made haste to depart, and Hagoas shut the tent 
without, and dismissed them that \\'ailed from the presence of his lord ; and they" cnl away to their 

"b..:d;: for thcr wcrc all weary. because the feast h:id been long. Hul Judith wa~ left alone in lhc 
.1 Lc nt, and 1 lnlo fernc,, lyin~ alon:.; upon hi~ bed: for he was overflown \\'ith 11inc. And Judith hnd 

said to her ,crl'ant that sh<: shoulcl :,\and without her bedchamber, and w:ut for her coming forth, as 
~h..: did cLlilr: for she said she would i::•> forth to her prayer; and she spake to Ba1;oas according Lo 

4 th<: •:imc words. ,\ nd all WLnt away fr<im her presence, and none was left in the bedchamber, neither 
small nor i,:rcat And Judith, standing by his. bed, said in her heart, 0 Lord God of all power. look 

; . l ' ropcrl)' ' she used to go out (of her tent, cf. verse 9) by ni;:ht ••• and bathe in the camp al the spring'. This 
i, '"' kward. hut .\!o,·crs' suggest inn (<1umcd by Ball) that the Hebrew was ;;,;;,•;,, 11 hich II as mi;read mni::i , is 1mpos­
siblc. 5~ VJ. S)r omit 'm the c1111p'. It ma) be due to ditlogr.,phy fiom the line abo,c. If it stands, it must mean 
tlmt she 11., not .,llowc:c! out>idc th,• lirnits of the c.1111p, but went out nf her tent and did her (mercli· ceremonial) 

w;1~hin1, 1,1;•:m, at tl:e sr,ring, which"" \\ithin the camp le[. vii. 3). 
:, . came up, J. c, from the "at<-r, ;,;1,,, ;1 L". g. in ~tishna Yoma \ 1i. 3. 

direct, <nTt10,.tu, lo m.ike it ,trai~ht by rcmo,ing the diflicuhies, tf. 1,, , ~•;i. Ps. v. 9. 
1 o. feast1 ":':'vrn1, = ii;,:;·,~. 

called ... banquet. ,,\ r,:i, "''~uu· i't1/, ~).ijnu,J ol6fvn TWv rrp,)r rn4~ x,,.,imr is difficult. xpijau, may be' the enjoy­
me:·nt of il · . .-X1:!7u· (1\ hich is \\<:ll supporttdl, • in,·ittd to the invitation/ is no better. rWv rrl'Ur Tmr ypcia1r are the 
f>fiiccrs on duty. He onlr in\'<ted his personal frrcnds. 

11. Bagoa~." l'ersi.1n n:ime. 'l?J, Ear;, 11. 2, spdt ·.11,:i in the Elephantine papyri of 407 ll. c. It is deri,·cd from 
<> .. l't"r~. Hati,a -= god, .it; at Thu,dorus, &c. I le \\ .. 15 in charge of Judith. 

1 5. ~It. 1.nTn•).u,,µii.,,.,, prop. 'recline· (and ~o u..,,-Tn<Tn m \ er. 16), according to the later pract1cc. The earlier 
custom 11as to sit, cf. 1 Sam. xx. z4 with .\mos,,. .\ (Ball). 

1(. wa!. v.catching, iT~P", .1 p1opc1 use o( the imperfect: 'he hnd been waitrng for an opportunity to seduce her.' 
19. ,\.~a.nit , c.irefulli noted that ,he .1te only clean food. 
:w. delight., 'Ji<f '")le,., ,hr' nl'1'ip, I w.is rnerry bCC:J.U!,C of her.' 

X 111. 1. dismissed. ,lr.t'-cA,m,1·, prop. ·shutout' thu~c who had been in attendance no hb lord, n,,~ 'JO~ o~,0,1:n, 
lit .. •'11 "ftpot1""1r~ TOl u ·picH1 ai''f'nl, which has been corrupted in the Greek to J,c ,rpou~1rm:. 

:. lyloi: 11loog, 1rµo,,..,,,.,..,,..,,, fallen forward. 
ovcrnowu, lit. the 11ine \135 poured all o,er him. 

3. had said, ,.c. before sta1trn;; out. Spake, i.t. had spoken. 
4. And I all went: resuming what was said rn , ersc 1. 

from her prest: nee. Tl:c cu1'.uuon 1co.tdin~ is t't<. r.µouWrrot_•, tls if= ftt:-:f>Ot,J.,, 'out of the way.' A adds av:"ij,, others 

nho,, &c. The llcbrcw would naturally be 1•:!)l~ referring back to verse J. 
bed. 58 \ L Syr «t/)rrXi,1•. 
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; in this hour upon the works of my hand~ fo1 the r;:s:;dt,1t1on ,,f Jc1U,-1km. F,,r now i , tlu ti, 11,, tr, 
hel p thine inheritance, and to do the thin;.: th.,t I h.1\·e pmpv.._.,J l•J 1li1: ,k t111~lto11 ,,r th, cnru11,::s 

r, which ate ri,,u1 up a~ain,t us. .\ntl she c.1111,• Ill the rail .,f th,· b,·,I. \d11d1 \\ll!> .,t 11 .. ! ,fc111c.,' It,,(), 
7 ant.l took down hi, scunitar from thenn:; and "he drew 11,.11 1111l•l the li~"<I, and tr,oL: hold of th I, ,11 

~ of h is head, and said, S1rcn;.:thc11 rm·,() Loni Cod uf 1'1.1cl, thi, dny. And hll!' ,.mote t1d,·c 11,,r,11 
,1 hb neck with all her might, am) took ,l\\a}' hi, he.,d from him, :1t1<l turnblcd his IK,.,h· """ n funn 1hr 

hed, and took down the canopy from the pill.Lr,; and ,tftn ,I l11tlc ,dule ,he 11CJH
0 

forth, .uul I: l\'C: 

10 I loloferncs' head to her maid; and she put it 11t hu h.1;.: ,,f \ ic111.ds: .111<1 th1 }' tl\ai11 wem r,,nh 
togethe r unto prayer, accord in;.: to their c11~1"111' .rnd thq· p.1ssed 1hn,11gh the c,unp, :rn<l < ,mpa-.~cl 
that valley, and went up lo th.: mountain of llctlrnli.1, .,ucl c,une tn the ,..11,•s thc,eof. 

11 , \nd Judith saiJ afar off lo the Will< hnu·n .,1 the g;1t1es, ( Jprn, open 1101\ the: I! ,IL': Gud i" with u,, 
e1·c-n our God, to shew his j>O\\'Cr )'<'t in lsr,l<'I, and his 1111;.:ht .,,:.,inst tlw rrwniy, ,t:< he· !~,th ,lr,r,r 

, ! C\'Cll this day. Anti it c.trnc Ill pa", whw thl' llltll ,,f hn til) hc,ml her 1·111u, the)' 111:idc h,1,tc l•• 
q ;.;o down to the g.1tl' of their ul)', ,incl th,'}' called t•,;.:, thc, 1hr:, idc1• 11f the ,11; .. \11.I thq· 1,111 .. ~I 

tog"ether, b<>th ,mall :ind ~ l'l'al, fnr it \\its slr,lll.~c unto the II\ th.,t ,JIL w., c;urnt; ,111cl th~y v11<:1\ cl 
q the gate, and r<'ccivcd them, ,n;ikin~ a lir<' IP ;.,11·e l1ghl, ,tnd c"mi'·'"cd th• r:r 11111ml :,IJ.,111 .\11,J 

she ,aid to them with ,L loud 1·uice, l'rai,c ( ; .. d, p1,1ist· 111111: pr.,i"" (;,,<!. 11 Ir,, Ii.1th 11 ,t l11l.c11 ·"' ,r 
1; h is merer from thl' 1,.,,,_,. uf brae I, hut h,llh ,l,,t111pd "'" ci1t"l11k, l•} my 11.111,l ti,,, 11.,:ht ,\nJ 

,he took forth the Lwad out of th..: h.1;.:. and ,ht·\\1.:d it ,111tl • 1id 111110 thll11. l:Clt ,Id. tht lu::iil l.!f 
HQ[ofernes, the chief ,aptain nf the hn,t of .\s,hm, ,,ml behold th< c mop_,·."•",, 111 lw dlll ;ic: 111 111, 

16 drunkenness; and the L ord ,mote him by the hand uf a woman. .\nd as the I.01d li,·eth, 11 ro 
pre-crvcd me 111 my \\,1)' lhal I \\tnl. my cou11lcnancc JcccinJ him lo hi dest111ction, and ht <ltd 

17 not commit sin \\'ith m,·, to defile .,ml ,hame me. \ml all the Jl<'tple \\ere cxcc~·111ni;:ly ,1mazcd, 
and bowecl thcmseln;s, and 1\·nrship1x-cl GL,d, an,l s1i,l II ith one .,ccnrcl Bk~, ·J .nt thoi., ( J our God, 

..... Is I\ hich ha,t this dar L>rou~hl to 11011;.:ht tht 'll<'Hlll ' "' thr l"'"i'k . \ nd ( 1,, l • I : tu hn I :1, ,t 
,trt thou, chughter, in the sight of the :'\lost 1 ligh God, ab1,ve all the womrn upon the c,irlh; an<l 
blcs,ed i, the L ord Cod, who crcatccl the heaH ns ,md the earth, 11 ho dirtctc<l th1:c to the: smiting 

111 of the head n l the lllince of our c·11cmi,s. I or thy ho}K' sh.ill 111.,t depart from the h< 1rt of men that 
20 remember th1: strcn::th of God for cn·r. .\ml <1c,<l turn the,e thing, lo the-_ lur a pcq>· tu,11 prai,c, 

tu I i.,it thee II ith goud thin,;s, l.H:c,lllsc lhua clid,1 nut ,p.11e di)' ht.: hy l'l',I n,, th II II Lu 11 ' Hlr 

race, but did~t al'cnge our f.111, 11alking a slr:iight \\':I}' before our Go<l J\ml all th(' pc ple saiC:, ~o 
b e it, ,o be it. 

14 r \nd Judith ,.1id unt,. th<·m. I le;,r me 1101\, 111) l11ctl, , 11, 111d t.il,1. thi, !w., •. n .. l h.n• 1l 111 •II tl.e 
., battlement of yo11r wall. J\nd it shall bt· su so11n as the morning ,hall :ippe,u, and th•· sun shall 

come forth upon the earth. ye ,hall take up,., try 01! hi~ w, 1pon, ol 111 • .in .. ,!or 'Ith c, r}' valiant 
man of you out of the cit), and ye ~hall set a captain 01er them, ,is thou,:h ) c 11c>u.<l gu dnwn to the 

5. now is the time, :sc. "hrch 1hou didst apponn. . 
destruction, 01, .. ,,. .. (!;), r1,n,µu (58, t>,,u,up,c ( \, t'1•<11ucv 11,, 441. The bsr wo <l > st 1:xp1<·•S 1hc llcbrcw 

il'~ t::~'>. 
f'). rail 1 11(,11·,~.w, :\ bar at he he :id nf r he bt.:J, 

scimitar, ..-i,n,..mu,~, a Pt.': .·!an \\or, 
9. took down (,11· olfl the canopy, cf. x. ~ r. She twk >t "" y .,s a lrnphy, ,crsr IS· 
Jo. unto prayer, ouutt...·d h\· !~. .\~ it tn pt.t}t.:1;, \ I ")I, 't \\ n id he l'-·t• uln ,J,• 1

t \\:ire\ •hr rinrnm>: 
w:1u;h, (!\.ii. ;1. This tune thl.'y ~, u~t I u tit tl1c , ttup. Compa~"'t:d, ""~, \ ,,ru, . ! t t, ,i: ~ 1111 u .. · I ~ k , '-=. ' 111°\ u ·, 
alnn.; 1he ,idc of the valk)'. ,o ·" not t<> Ix: ><c . Went up .... nthcr' ,nnl up 1hc roun1a,n trJ B winch \\.15 on 
the top). 1-"ur TU f~1mt t< has r.1 Iii', 

11. now,~., (unc of the kw p.,rnd, s used rn lhc I> <> NJ. 
12. her city. N 4~ to6 5S \'L Syr uuut oi.r~,~1 r1:,:htl)' 
13. strange,""''"~"€••· i. c. uncxpc<lcd. . 
14. destroyed, :tJrn·u,, ·brokr.' the ·~Jill stem~, ,n \• r-c 5. 
16. deceived, ;,·rrur-'l'Jao•, • bce;.u1kd. 
1;. Blessed . .. u•;,:,~ '>1~ nn~ 11,::, 1hc usual formuh in l:11cr llclmw. 
18. /1. rcn11111sccncc of l;en. xi.-. 19, 20, I.\\:, . 

directed U1ee to the s miling of the head . " " <.lr~n;:c c,p=s,c>n. '~ niters ,1 In' dirccltd lher lo 1hc 
head·. The llcbrew ,nust ha,·c tKcn i;·J·i~ :.:·~i r i:!;-,"". · tllrct tl·d or U1:-,JHrul thrc tu ,mitt~ th1.• ht".ul (I. c. C

1

11d » n{ 
our enemies.' The incident nr the head has c.,u~cd ::·s, 1, l,c 1ransb1cd '"ice. 

19. thy hope. 38 \ 'l. S)r h,l\'C 'lhc pr.1bc 111 tlu·,. lh,p,:. f' . 111.~) mi:.~u ·thy tru:.t 10 r.oo shill -:llW.1)!1 Uc, 
remembered \\hen men recall (or 1.,lk o() lhc mi~hly "'"L .,r t;od · 

zo. avenge, ,rr,fjXl'cr, • you "ent to 111ce1 (,m<I .1H·r1) our fall.' 
XI\. 1. The account of Achior (,~.,. 5 10) precedes this in 1hc \ Jl1:ate, cu1.,inly a bc11~r nrrangcmenl. 
2.. a captain over them, ap1Mr..:ntl) o,cr th,ist· ,dh, 1,:11 oul. l>ul tlu: Lh,rnt,e ul Jll.'.ISH\ is str:in;;~. 

. !63 



TIIE BOOK OF JUDITH 14. 3-16. 4 

3 plain toward the II atch of the children of Asshur; and ye shall not go down. And these shall take 
np their panoplies, and shall go into their camp, and rouse up the captains o f the host of Asshur, and 
they ,hall run togelher to the tent of Holofernes, a nd they shall not find him: and fear shall fall upon 

<I them, and they sh>'II flee before rour face. And ye, and a ll that inhabit every coast o f Is rael, shall 
.i pursue them. and overthrow them as they go. Dut before ye <lo these things, call me Achior the 

Ammonile, that he may sec and know him that despised t he house of Israel, and that sent him to us, 
a.s it were to death. 

(, .\nd they called ,\chior out of the house o f 01.ias; but when he came, and saw the head of 
1 lolofernes in a man's hand in the assembly of the people, he fell upon his face, and his spirit failed. 

; Hut when they hacl recovered him, he fell at Judith's feet, and did reverence unto her, and ~aid, 
Blessed art thou in c,·c1-r tent ~•f Judah, and in e\"cry nation, which hearing t hy name shall be 

fi troubkcl. ,\ncl now tell me all the things that thou hast done in these days. And Judith declared 
unto him in the mitl,t of the people all the things that ~he had done, from the day that she went forth 

<1 until the timl' that ,he spake unto them. But when she left off speaking, the people shouted with 
10 ,l l,,Hrl ,·oicc, 11nd made a joyful noi~c in their city. But when Achior saw all the things that the 

(;o·I 11r Israel had <lone, he bcliel"ed in God excee<lingly, and cireumcise<l the flesh o f his foreskin, 
and was joined unto the house or Israel, unto this day. 

11 Hut a, soon ;1, the mornmg amsc, thcr hanged the head of I lolorcrncs upon the wall, and every 
1 2 man luok up his weapons, and they went forth by bands unto the ascents of the mountain. But 

wh<"n till' d1ildrcn of As,hur saw them, they :sent hither and t hither to their leaders; but t he}' \\Lilt 
q tn their captains and tribunes. and to every one or their rulers. And the)' came to llolofemcs' tent, 

.,nd ,aicl to him that \\'as over all that he had, \Vaken now our lord: for the slaves have been bold 
11 to nunc do,111 again~t us to battle, that the)' may be utterly destroyed. And Bagoas went in, and 1, knnckcd at the OHtcr door of the tent; for he supposed that he was sleeping "ith J udith. Hut when 

non,· hcarkcneJ to him, he opened ii, am! went into the bedchamber. and fount! him cast upon the 
, 6 threshold dead, and his head had been taken from him. And he cried with a loud voice, with 
1; wu:ping and gru,111ing an<l a mighty cry, and rent his garments. ,\ntl he entered into the tent \\'here 
1 i- J uJith lodged: and he found her not, and he leaped out to the people, anti cried aloud, The slaves 

h 11·L dealt trcachcrouslr: one woman of the I leb1e"·s hath brou{:ht shame upon the house of king 
1 o :'..: "b11chadnezur; for, bcholcJ, I lo!uforncs /it"tli upun the ground, and his head is 11ot on him. Hut 

1\ h~n the rulers of the host of Asshur heard the word~. they rent their coats, and their soul wa,­
~ trnublcd excecdinr,:ly, and there was a cry ancl an excccJin;,: r,:,·cat noise in the miJst of the carnp. 

l o 1 • \11(1 when they that were in the tents heard, they were am:11.ed at the thing that was corne t" 
' pass. • \nd trembling and fear fell upon them, and no man durst abide any more in the sight or his 

neighbour, but rnshing out with one accord, they fled into LVery way of the plain and of the hill 
:1 coumry. \ml th<:)' that had e11campcd in the hill countrr round about Bcthulia fled away. .\nd 
4 then the children of Israel, c1·ery one that was a w'lrrior among them, rushed out upon them. And 

3. these, i.e. tl1c Ass)'rian outposts. 
panoplies. m<>oir>.i .. ,. •Arms' would be less pcd,mtic. Outposts when not expectini: an attnck would lay down 

r:>mc o: their equipment. Thq would uke this up ai:ain nnd so become .. .,,,nrA0t before going into camp . 
. , as they go. l{.11her 'lean them lying in the p.lths by \\hich Lhe)' tlee'. 
5. l, ok, .is i( it had been put ,n to introduce an episode" h1ch lud somehow got mi,pl;iced; sec on verse 1. 
7. recovered, ,i1-iA,1/'ltJ11 •1i.-T,;1, {N B,-= 1 had lilted him up'. tJ,iAudu, ai..rUv (.A, &.c.) - • he had 1cco\·ered himself'. 

tent. A rcmmisc<:nce o( Judge. vi. ~4 ! 
troubled, i.e. alarmed al such things being possible. 

ci, made a joyful noise, 10c.>,c,,1• (5~, ~c., -H,• N .\ J;1 tf>c,J1•1i1· ,t<{,1wo{nJt (.:\ 58 YL.-r·IJJ NB)= n n,.;:;• ,\i') l;n~, (Ball). 
10 God ofI,;rael. 58 \'I. Syr' God had done for lsratl'. 

citceedingly, att,,:.Apn. The ,,uthor"s favourite" ord is not ,·er)' suitable here. It must mean.• with all his heart•. 
unto this day is reallr meaningless. The\ ulgate applies it 10 hi, descendants. 
\chiur became,\ JHObtlytc at once. The author o\'c1looks the law of Dcut. niii. 3. 

,~. leaders, 1. e. subordinate officers, and they (the subordinates) went to their superiors, who eventually came to 
Holofrrncs" tent. 

tribune&, ~,'>wii>.\'•H,1 'capt.1ins of thous.ands'. Rttlers, rr,ivrn ,ipxoVTn, should be' commander~·. 
13. to him. 58 \ L Si·r • to Bai:oas '. 

the slaves, r::•,:ii.::i, for \\hich .\!o,us suggests (' plausibly,' Ball) C''UJm, 'the Hebrews' (cl. \'L), but this is 
unncccssar), cf. ,crsc 18. );an ~ccms to prefer C'"l:J.~J/i"1, 'the mice,' as Vul.,:. 

14 door 1, n~ce,sary aftn •knock·. but ni'>.aia• is prop.' curwin' (cf verse 15). 19 to8 •'•p•r'l(T< T;; X"Pi ; , TU 
ntAmCJ, md ,1tnila1lr \"uli:. • !'<h:til ante cmtinam ct plausum focit manibus suis ' . 

15. opened. i.cHJ1'u"-m, drew .i!>ide lhe curtain.' 
threshold, irr, Ti)< v~w, oa.·, more probably the step at the side of the bed (l:lnll). 

1X dealt treacherously, ""'!""''• alrn<lmi; prmMril)• to Judith"s promises. The ,erb ought to ha\'C an object. 

:X\' . .3. These were the Ldomites and A111111onites, ,;(. vii. 18 (Ball). 
i6~ 



THE BOOK OF JUl>ITH 1r,. 4-lG. 4 

Oiias sent to Betom,1s1haim. and lkhu, ,mt! ( huh ,i, ,md < hola, :,nd to C\crr cg,~,t ,,f 1..-:i,·1, ~uch ;is 

sho_uld tell_ conccrnini:? the thing; that h.ul l><·en :1ccompl~,lwd. nm! th.11 ull i.h•,ulrl rnsh forth up,,n 
5 their enemies Lo destroy them. Hut whu1 the ch1ld re11 .. r r,,a<:I h~1ril. tht')' ,ill (,-JJ up<m tltt .. m "itli 

one accord, and ~mote them unto Choh;ii: ye.,, .mt! in like 111.111111-r .d,o they of Jcn•,;.1!<:111 anJ .,f :,11 
the hill country came (for men had tnld them wlut thin;::; \Herc ro111, tu p,tss in tl1r C;1111p of thur 
cnemies), and they that were in Gilead and in c;:ililu.: fell upon 1hci1 n.111k \\llh ., ~:n:nt ,l.,11 .. ht,·1, 

<, until they were pa,t Damascus and the ho1dcrs Lllt'H:,,f. Httl tin: ,c .... idtw, that ti," It ;,t Bcllrnl1,1 rrll 
; upo n the camp o f Asslrnr, a nti sp,1ikd th,·m, anti 11c1c •·nrich<"<I n:cc('din;:lr llut the, hild1<"n uf 

lsr;u;-1 returned from the s lau~hler, and ;.:.1t pos ... ,·ssi .. n .,f th 1t "hu It 1t:1111111c1l; :11111 the, 1ll:1ges :tntl 
the cities, that we re iu the hill co11ntrr .11111 in I lw p:,,in ,·,,1111try. 1 .... k 111,111y bpui6: for the"· \\3, .rn 
exceeding g reat store-. 

~ \ml Jo.d, ini the lugh priest. and tlw ,t·11.11c ,,1 the childrl'll of lsr.ul tl1.111h\f It in Jcru:.:1km, c.1111• 
t,> beholt.1 the !{Oot.l thin~, which thl· l.onl h,11! -.lll'\\'nl tr, l,1,1~1. ,111<1 tu sec J11,!i1h,,t11d 1,, tint<.: he, 

9 But \I hen they came unto her. they ,di hle--1·<1 her with on·· .1C'tc.rd, .u1d ,,,,id unt .. he, Thuu IHI lltr 
exa.llation o f Jerusalem, thou art the i,: re.1t 1,Ju1r ,,f l,,,,,.J, thou an the 1-:•c:-atl n·j .. ic111i: of our r,ttc 

1 0 thou hast done all thest thing-, by 1hr hand: th1111 ha,t ti ,11,· u >th 1~1.v I tit th,n,;• that :uc ,!•J ,d . 
. 111<11,od is p leased therewith: hles.,cd l,e 1h .. 11 \\ilh llw .\l,ni,:hty l.1,1.J for ,·\·,11nr,u .\nt! ,ill thr.: 

ll people said.So be it . • \nd lht, )ll'Oplc sp<1ikd the l',llllJI f11r till' J>,lCC ,,fthi,tr<l;ir, .111d lhcr~\,• 
unto Judith llolt,fcn1cs· Lt·nl, and all hi, ,ilv<'r c11p, .. md his J.cd<. ;ind 1i·, H·~,c· and .d, 111, 
furniture: and ~he took them, ;rncl pl,,ccd tht·111 ,,11 hn 111111,., ,111d 111.uk rr .1dr I, r w,1;:1111,, :111d 
heaped them thereon. 

1 z \ml all the \\ omen of brae! r:in lo;cthn to .,cc hrr; .1ncl they blessed her, .iml m:tt.ll a <lance 
among them for her, ant.I she look l>,.rnchcs in her h.111d, .111d ~:l\e to the \\0111cn that \\CFC \\ilh 

13 her. And they made them,clves g.1rl,11HI, of oli\'l', she and tlwr lh,,t \\C"C w•th her, ,rnd he went 
before all the people in the <lance, le,1din~ all the women. ·ind all the men of Isr.id fol101\ctl 111 their 

16 1 ,umour \\'1th garl,111d,-, .uHI \lilh ,on~, in the,, 1nu1nhs. \1ul Judith 1 .. ,..,.111 t, : • 1111 th u1. ,1\1,,.,. 
2 in all I srael, and all the people ~an~ \\'ith loml \''•i«;s this sc•n::; of pnis< ,\nd Jutl1th sli<l, 

Hcgin unto my God with t1mbrcb. 
Sing unto my Lord with cyml>ab: 
1 unc unto h im psalm and prai,e-
Exalt him, and c:111 upon hi, name. 

3 For the L oni is the (jod that hit:aketh the l.,attk, · 
For in his armies in the mid,l of the pcopk 
J le deliverccl mc out of the hand oi thun tlul J>Ci sccutcd me 

4 :\sshur camt: 0111 of the mount.iins from the north, 
I le came with ten 1hou,.1nds of hi, ho,1. 
The multitude \\ hcrLof ~Lopped lhL Loriu1ts • 
• \nd their horsemen co\'l rr:d tht. hills. 

4. Betomesthaim, sec i,·. 6 Bebai o ly ,e .\. I " Chobni N h. s Ll•c.'>a, d. ". 4. l 1,r Chola .\ h" Kob, 1<• 
:\belrnaimt K O • Keib The sites arc unknc,wn. 

5. past Damascus. 1"his \\J:b the,, l)' hL) had c;onw I. 11. :7. 
6. dwelt, Km·,,~i<ou.1ur 0':J~1\ · 1c111.une1I (lxhind1.• 
7. cities, ,u 1r6Afh', N \ frr11{).,u, 1 farm~tc.,ds,' B. 
'.I· they came. 58 \ L S)'r 19 108 · "hen \h•· went >Ul 10 meet 1Lc1" ·, 1 c.im: t,nn in the irucrcst of the hig 

pric ,1', dign11y. 
rejoicing, ,culx,,,,l'I,. tht..· bo.,c..t. 

1 ~ . for ber, i. c. • in hl"r honour·. 
brancbe3, OipahH, a stranbC' \\nrd to chooic. It l r.>pt•rly mco.1. the \\ nd. of the U;icch tnts. In the LXX onl.)° 

here and in 2 ;\larc. ,. 7. · ,. f h '-·k 
11. L11. • th )' cr<1" n,.t 1hem><il c, 111th 0111 c •, .1 1, rL< k, ""' .1 Ju11sh. cu t m, ,nd c n,ng a late <~11c or t • """ • 

(linll1. 

:\. VI. 1. sang with loud voices, rr,p,q>W11u. ~o N \ I . ·rht: cnmmon re.,, tnh 1s l--:-,4>wu1, • (! beg;1n :tndJ the)' 

were;. ~1ngmg m ans" cr.9 
z. Begin, /fu,,.,,u = 1;i, in l's. nhii. 7 . 

and praise, ~a, ut •I A has il(,10, ... , • n •\\. fr. X\J. l ;l, :'"'" )Is. \..\XIIJ. 3, &c. 
3. breakclh tbe battles, tf l.>.o<I "· 3 I '.\ '\, .,~_.,bo,·.<, '~· 7 .. : ... , 

15 
nroi,cr'y , ;, , ti,, ramps•. I ur 

1 he rC~t Of the \Cr.., I~ (UllUJH in hi~ Ot llllCS.1 '" Til\ '7UilfJ.11n.\,h 
I 

r· ,.. ' -~~,.. •-,-.-.., "'- • 
1 

f'(tiAwn,, N has ,'ft'>..,,ucu8m, &c.; (or,'"' .\HJI"' ~ h.1" ,..,, ,\•' ,. J·t..:rh 1p, 1hc.• lie ,re\\ ,, .. :ii i-l,: , I'· ·- • .. , - ~ ~, \,dd, 

when he encamped among •. / which \\ ilS mi"rC" ,d ~h rnlJ!.'.::i-~~. ur rray,,.,;3"').:,, u\lToU 
,i. from t he: north. 'l'hcy came by way or l>.,m.sc,., 

s topped, i. e. blocked up. 
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T II E ROOK OF J UDITII 16. 5- 14 

He said that he would burn up my borders, 
An<l kill my young men with tl1L sword, 
And throw my sucking children to the ground, 
And give mine infants for a prey, 
And make nl)' virgins a spoil. 
The Almighty Lord b1oui:;ht them to nought by the hand of a woman. 
For their might)" one. did not fall by young men, 
Neither did sons of the Titans smite him, 
Nor did high giants set upon him. 
Hut Judith thl' dau,:ht<:r of :\lerari made him weak with the beauty of her countenance. 
ror she put off the apparel of her widowhood 
]•or the exaltation of those that were distressed in Israel, 
She anointtd her face with ointment, 
J\n<l uounc.l her h:tir in a tire. 
J\ncl took a linc.:n garment to deceive him. 
J hr sandal r.,\'ishnl his eye, 
Ami her bl'auty took his soul prisonci · 
Thl' scimitar p;is..~ed through his neck. 
Tht· l'crsians quaked al her darini,:, 
;\ncl the :\lcdc, \\'CIC tlauntt·d at her boldness. 
Tiu n mr I011 Ir ones shouted aloutl, 
J\nd mr weak ones were terrified and crouched for fear: 
They lifted up their voict•, ;rnc.l they were l urned lo flight. 
1 h, sons of damsels pierccc.l them through, 
Anti wounded them a~ nmagatcs' chiklicn; 
Th,r pcri,hcd b)· the b,1ttlc of mr Loni. 
I will ,in~ unt<' my God a new song: 
0 Lord, thou :trl gn,al am! gloriou~. 
:\larn:llou, in strcn~th, in\'incible. 
Let all tin· creation sen c thee: 
For thou sp:lkcst, and 1hcr 11cre made, 
Thou ditht send forth thy spirit. and it buildcd them, 
Anti tlu,rc is none that ,hall re,i,t thy voice. 

, 6. brought them to nought, ~0,T,1<rfl' ,s in xiv. 18, but hnc with a personal object. 58 19 108 add <OT/JUX<"" 
OlT(•t\:-

'The Lo1·d Almi;:ht)' :.cl lhtrn at nou:;ht, 
By the hand of a \\Oman he broui;ht them 10 shnmc.' 

7. their mighty one, o -,\J l their champion as I Sam. "ii. 51 (Ball 1. The next two hnes look like ahcrnati\'C 
rcnd,·m1g,. of the same Hebrew. Sons of the Tila11s Ill") Ix: D'N:Y1 'lJ . Cf. 2 S:un. ,. 18, I.XX. 

high giants, perhaps i';V 'l:l. 
9. I or sand,,ls as an adornment cf. Cant. \'ii. I. Chajes su;;cests that ;i'J.'l (her sandal) i; a mistake for ;'1')1/l (her 

hc:rn1y1 
II quaked, ,c/Jp•Em•, shuddered nt it. 

daunted. l11pci\l''}rJm' ~ B. 1.
1Ta(Jf,>;.Bqaav ~c.A \. '\eitht:r \\ord could be construed with an nccusatJ\c. \'L :rnd 

\'ul,.,. 011111 th~ verb, thus 111aking • boldnc,s' depend on ,q,1»Env, The mention of Persians here suggests thaL the 
.1u1hor "·'' re.lily 1l1111kinl( of the time of \rlaxerxLs Ochus, and forgot for the momcnl 1hat his invading arm)' was 
As,ynan. '\Jcdc, arc naturally paralld to l'ersi.1n,, although, according lo i. 13-16, ,\ledia b.td been dernstatcd in 
the pre, 1ou, year. 

11. my lowly ones must be Israelites. So also' my "cal,. ones'(\ L 'aegrotantes in siti '). uut <</ o/i~6qunr, '"ere 
te:rrilitd,' is un. uit,1blc RS a par.,llcl to ~~-~ .. ~«•,'shouted in triumph.' Se,eral tursi\'l'S and YL Syr ha, e ,'{Jaqua,, 
'cried otloud.' 

crouched. \pparently the subject changes to the enemy and the ne,ct time \'Crbs form a climax, • they crouched, 
they critd out, thty rl,,;,J,' as often in Hebrew poetry. 19 1o8 read ,j,r~61JUn• for i,no,1(8q)unv, and add ol ix6poi I"'" 
at tht t.:n<l 

1z .. sons of damsels, i.e. of young wh·cs, whose sons would be mere cbildren. llut ••pauwv in LXX often means 
· mard.,er,·anl' ·o that rt may be comemptuous, • the very sla,e•boys.' 

runagates childlren, properly • sons of run~way sl:wes '. 19 1o8 \ L Syr have ,rai!m· at'.rol'o~o,nar, 'runo.way 
!-l,nes.' 

by the batt le. 1. e. by means of the arm)' .•. r.<>p<iTu~« (cf. i. 6) prop. • an army in lighting order'. 
13. Cf. Exod. x,. 11. 

rnvinclble. ••v.-,..'lAl)1'o<, prop. unsurpassed. Perhaps a loose rendering of 11\.0 r'l~'JI, 
14. send for-th, ,tff'far,,Anr. ~ lr.icTTpf'f/ar, 

it builded 1> h.ir,h. N has 'they were buildcd •• Prob«bly the l lcbre" w.is IN,JJI (were created), not llJ~l 
(weTc built). Cf. l's. xxxiii. 6-9, ci,. 30 (llall). 
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TIIE BOOK OF JC DITI f rn. 15-25 

F or the mountains sha ll lic 1110\'cd from lhur 101111.J nurn, "it h tltl· 11,itn-i, 
And the rocks ~hall melt as ll'ax al thy prc,encc: 
B ut tho u a rt yet merciful to them that fc.1r thee 

1 r, F o r a ll sacrifice is l illle for a sweet savour, 
And all the fat is ve ry lilllc for a whole burnt offcrin{! lo thee: 
Hut he th:it foarcth the Lord 1s great continually. 

17 \ Voe to the nat ions tha t r i,c up ai::.1inst mr race· 
The L ord A lmighty will take, cn;;cancc of them in the d.1y of judgement, 
T o put fire a nti worm, in their ncsh; 
And t hey shall weep and fed tlKir pain for cv, r. 

1s X o" when they ca me lo Jcrn,.,km, thc)' \\111,l11ppcd ,~,,.J: .11111 \\Jun th,• pc,pk ,n-,c pu1ir d, 
111 thev offered their whok burnt nfferin~s, and th,•ir lle•·"ill .,f1t·1i11;.:-•,.111.J tl11 1 giftlo .. \rht Jnd th 

ded icated all the ~luff of I l11l11i,rnc,, 11hid1 tlw Jll.:opl,· Ir 1d given 111 r, ,llld ,:-1,·e the c:111!>1,y, \\h h 
20 :-he had t,1ke11 for her-..clf o\ll of hi, h,·,kh:unber, li1r ,I gift 11111., th [..,rJ. ,\nd tlw pc ,pie ~·rnti111w<l 

fc;i,ting in Je rnti.ilcm before the s.111ctu:11r for tlw sp.1t1· .,f thrt·c 111,mths .. 111,I J11d1th ru11.,i11crl ,, :h 
01 th1.;1n. But after the:-c dars C\ICI)' Clll<' dq>,lll•·d lu hr, Ol\\11 i11h, ril.111 L ,tlld J11d1lli \\till 1 .. ,.,r :o 
i! llethuli,1,and remained in hc1· u11·11 pu,,,·ssion,,111,I 11,ts h.,11,,111.d,l, in hrr ti111, 111,d, the l.0111. ,\11,I 

m:inr desired her, and nn 111.111 knc\\' her .di the d:t) s .,( hu ,1fc. fro111 th, d,t}' tli.at ~l.111;i,,, hu 
!~ h11sb;111d died and w.,s ~,tthe trd tn his J><~oplc·. .\11,I shl' inu-,·.,,cd in ;.:r,,,tll•" , :s,c,.(1l1J.:I) : .111, 

she waxed o ld in he r husb;in<l'~ h"u'c, unto .i hundred :ind five years, and I, t her maid a::o free· 
: 1 an<.! she die<.! in Jkthuli,1, and thc·y 1.>111 i1:d lt1.1 111 llw 1;.1\1. vf hn h,,t..11111 ,\J,1111~ t·•. ,\,-. I 11 

hou,e of Israel mourned for her ~f'nn days: and ,he distril>ntcd hf'r goods liefor, ,he ,lied to al' 
them that were nearest of kin to :\lan,,,scs her hu ,l>.,ml, ,md tu them th,1t were n,,irc,t o( hero,, n 

,; k indred. \ ml there ,,a, n 111e that 111ad, th, children.,, ls1,1cl a ·r 111 •« ,,f,,11d 111 t: c ,1.1\•, t J1tol1:I 
nor ;i long t ime after her death. 

15. F o r the n\ountains ..• waters .• ~, .. , i;,1, ,'< t1,,u"A1w1· rr·., iliMw ,,,,>., 11,:,uTna is ohsc1Jrr J crli.1ps it, c:i"» 
• the mountams ~or cllffsi ;h·11l be sw.,ycct do,"1 to tl1tir foumt,uons, u ..,c•her \\1 h {1,c Just 1 mu ·h I t lh~ "1 ers 
whrc h roll up .,gains! tlll'ltl . 

melt as wa x, cf. l's. xcl"ii. 5. 
16. 1.<". \ny sa.criiict.· 1s unworthy 11( c:4"·tl1

$ .1cccpuncc :is a sweet s;i\'our. hut. ,\h1I,• , lri1 •r ft / 1 1:1.tOr)". It 1 
the spml "111< h underlie, them. namdr the fr.n of the Lord "h,ct, s «· • ) i,npona-1. l r. I It 11

, 1 
17. Cf. the cn<I of Deborah's son°'. Judges, 31. 

It is evident th.,t the writtr looks fot w.nd to a JUdl,.,'.cmcn: ,lfll'f dt..ith, ·~,;- or \ l,ltcr ,1 d 1w '!e ,lc1·11 .c do t ,'le 
1hnn the ;im• 01• of ;\!al. h·. 5. Th• bcl,d is md1,at,-d 1 Lcclus. ,11. 17 !',,I .u1~ <!udope<1 1>1 thc I,~ k cf l n h, 
thus corrobnraunl( the d.,tc asu;::nc<l 10 the- cornpom,c•n ,f Judnh 

fire and worms arc no doul,t ,uggt,t«I b) I ,. Ix\ 1. ~4. hut apphed ••• hell 1 I 1 •he ;,. I'. 
w ee p a nd fe el , lit. ,,·ctp nt (or' wnh ') h:din~ 1. c. \\ 1thnut lrn,rn1,.; cons 1 ,i,: ne ... oft, cir (>.l 

18. ~ote again the msistt.:nc< on 11urificauon 1.1fll'r r:o""t lCL \\Ith thl c!t,,t.f and ~.1t;r1h, 1 

19. stuff, cr•uq ' ~:l , his sih-cr plate. 
g ift , th•,i811µu for ,iniB,1.ml ~o""'ln ( Hall) as :l thing .. ~cvotcd. 

zo. three months. \nothcr in,rance ol the .tut' or', l•,,·e o(eXo1:;:;nation. Three dJ)S" "Id e ~·or: hkely. 
: 1. inheritance. 58 \ I. ~yr' tent,'. 

l o Belbulia N 'tn her house at H '. 1, d 
23. increased in g reatoess, ,j1,1111,o-1oi,.,,ur" J"Y''A'1, 1 not clear. Prob. VL 11nd \"ul~.' b n '· ·~he mcrcase m 

reputntion.' . . . . 

~~: t~.c};t';1~J~;<~:~~ ~~r3~~op~r~1;H;~~~~~l
1~i/t_~t!~~11~;'',\/71,~~"~·, :1~\'II; 

1
.
1;t •i1, I , uf 1,, r r ~ 'n ~•he! ., m• ,• f. \' 

h:1.rl peace: for :ll least ci:.;hty yc:.trs. sw.h ;1 pl'ri11d ,.m oa1y i1.1\1· ,, Ulh 1 • !1tlt rlh· I,· t•1 1..;.1 ,., .... .a.:,J .a cHn~1: 

to Jewish irleas under the llas1,1onc:1ns · tB,1111. . , _ •• 
T h<: \ "ulg-ate ..tdtb th;ll .l k~u,.d \\,'S 111~:llutul l4t I Oll\ll:l·m11~.,~1· t I' 4hl· I l,"I' '·,11th. pru~;\ •1r tn :m•t:1'· lt1 'I 

Esther is. :7. ~:,;. ~o ~uch rc~ti\·al .~ kn,,\\ 11, It i:- run ah.:lll1t11;ul .n "') Ptl,1 r \ l r .. i JI .uni l,lllllP_~ , •• uc l,t l rl'I_ • cl 
in the ori~i1ul book. The statcmcnt nuy be f,,un,,t.:d un the l<u.t th.1.t th1: .. :, I)',, •. rt ul .\I tltt k.l 'vi 11,iuukk ,cc 
I ntrod. § 8 ,,. 


