
GOSPEL OF BARTHOLOMEW 

,J1mo~m. in the prologue to his Commentary on Matthew, mentions 
a number of apocryphul Gospels - those according to the Egyptians, 
Thomas, l\latthias, Bartholo11ww, the Twelve, nasilides, and 1\pelles: 
prob:\uly he depends upon Origen, for he himself disliked an_d avoided 
apocryphal books, with few exceptions; the Gospel according lo tl~e 
Hebrews, for instance, he hardly reckoned as apocryphal. Of tlus 
Gospel of Bartholomew we have no sort of description: we find it 
condemned in the Gelasian Decree, which may mean either that the 
compiler of the Decree knew a book of that name, or that he took it 
on trust from .Jerome. In the pseudo-Dionysian writings t wo sentences 
arc quoted from • the div ine Bartholomew', and a third has just been 
brought to light from the kindred • book of Hierothcus '.1 But one 
cannot be sure that these writers are quoting real books. 

We have, however, a writing attributed to Bartholomew which 
nttained some popularity; the manuscripts do not call it a Gospel, 
but the Questions of Bartholomew. It contains ancient elements, 
and I think that Ml\1. \Yilmart and Tisserant have made out their 
daim that it at least represents the old Gospel. I therefore give 
a translation of it here. 

It exists in three languages, and not, appiuently, in a very original 
form in any of them : Greek is the original language, of which we have 
two manuscripts, at Vienna and Jerusalem ; Latin 1 , consisting of two 
I raves of extracts, of the ninth century ; Latin 2, complete : see below ; 
Slavonic (i-iv. 15). The Greek text may be as old as the fifth century; 
the Latin 2 of the sixth or seventh. 

In the Revue Biblique for 1913 the Latin fragments and a fresh 
<Greek text were published by Ml\I. Wilmart and Tisserant, with the 
variants of the other authorities, and in 1921-2 yet another text, a 
complete Latin one, appeared in the same periodical, edited by 
Professor Moricca from a manuscript in the Casanatensian library at 
Rome, in which the text is, in parts, tremendously expanded. This 
copy is of the eleventh century and came from the monastery of 
Monte Aminta. T he Latin is exceedingly incorrect, and t here are 
many corruptions, and interpolations which extend to whole paacs of 
closely printed text. I cite it as Lat. 2. "' 

I take the Greek and Slavonic, where they exist, as the basis of my 
version, and add some passages from t he Latin. The main topics, 
common to two or more of the texts, are: 

i. The descent Into Hell: the number of souls saved and Jost. 
ii. The Virgi11's account of the Annunciation. 

iii. The apostles see the bottomless pit. 
iv. The devil is summoned and gives an account of his doings, 
v. Questions about the deadly sins. Commission of the apostles to 

preach. Departure of Christ. (This reads like a late addition .) 
1 By the R ev. F. Marsh, Journal of Theol. Studies, 1922. 
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GOSPEL (QUESTIONS) OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW 
11 

Greek. 1 After t he resurrection from t he dead of our Lord 
J esus Christ, B artholomew came unto t he Lord and q uestioned 
him, saying: L ord, reveal unto me the mysteries of the heavens. 

2 Jesus answered and said unto him: If I put (not ) oCf the 
body of the flesh, I shall not be able to tell them unto t hee. 

8 Om . 
Slavonic. 1 Before the resurrect ion of our Lord J esus Christ 

from the dead, the apostles said: L et us question the L ord: 
Lord, reveal unto us the wonders. 

2 And .Jesus said unto them: IC I put (not) off the b ody of 
the flesh, I cannot tell them unto you. 

8 But when he was buried and risen again, they all durst not 
question him, because it was not (possible) t o look upon him, 
but the fullness of his Godhead was seen. 

4 But Bartholomew, &c. 
Latin 2. l At that time, before the Lord J esus Christ suffered, 

all the disciples were gathered together, questioning him and 
saying : Lord, show us the mystery in the heavens. 

2 But Jesus answered and said unto them: If I put not of'f 
the body of flesh I cannot tell you. 

3 But after that he had suffered and r isen again, a ll t he 
apostles, looking upon him, durst not question him, because his 
countenance was not as it had been aforetime, but !>bowed forlh 
the fullness of power. 

Greek. 4 Bartholomew therefore drew near unto the L ord 
and said: I have a word to speak unto thee, Lord. 

5 And Jesus said to him: I know what thou art about t o say; 
say then what thou wilt , and I will answer thee. 

6 And B artholomew said: Lord, when thou wen test t o be 
hanged upon the cross, I followed thee afar off and saw thee hung 
upon the cross, and the angels coming down from hea,·cn and 
worshipping thee. And when there came darkness, 7 I beheld, 
and I saw thee that thou wast vanished away from t he cross, 
and I heard only a voice in the parts under the earth, and great 
wailing and gnashing of terth oo a sudden. Tell me, Lord, whither 
wentest thou from tbe cross? 

8 And .Jesus answered and said : Blessed art thou, Bartholo­
mew, my beloved, because thou sawest this mystery; and now 
will I tell thee all t hings whatsoever t hou askest me. 9 For when 
I vanished away from the cross, then went I down into ! fades 
that I might bring up Adam and all them that were with him, 
according to the supplication of Michael the archangel. 

10 T hen said B artholomew: L ord, what was t he voice which 
was heard? 

• I give the opening verses in all three texts. 
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11 Jesus saith unto him: H ades said unto Beliar: As I per• 
ceive, a God cometh hither. 

[Slavonic and Latin 2 continue: And the an~els cried unto the 
pow<'rs, saying : Remove your gates, ye princes, remove the 
evcrlastina doors, for behold the King of glory cometh down. 
12 Hades 'said: Who is the King of glory, that cometh down from 
heaven unto us? 

13 And when I had descended five hundred steps, Hades was 
troubled, saying: I heay the breathing of the Most High, and 
I cannot endure it. (Lritin 2. He cometh with great fragrance and 
I cannot hear it.) 14 But the devil answerecl and said: Submit 
not lhy-;<'lf, O Hades, but be strong: for God himself hath not 
descended upon the earth. 15 But ,vhen I had descended yet 
five hundred steps. the angels and the powers cried out: T ake 
hold, remove the doors, for behold the King of glory cometh clown. 
And Ha<.les sa.1<1: O, woe unto me, for I h<>ar the breath of Goel.) 

Greek. J 6- 17 And Beliar said unto !Jades: Look carefully 
who it is that (cometh ), for it is Elias, or Enoch, or one of' the 
prophets that this man sc<>meth to me to be. But Had<;s answered 
Death and said: Not yet are six thousand years accomplished. 
Ancl whence are these, 0 Ileliar; JOT the sum of the number is in 
mine hands. 

[Slot•1111ic. 16 And the devil said unto Hades: Why affrightest 
thou rne, Hades? it is a prophet, and he hath made himself like 
unto God: this prophet will we take and bring him hither unto 
those thnt think to ascend into heaven. 17 And Hades said: 
'Which of the prophets is it? Show me: Is it Enoch the scribe 
of righteousness? But God hath not suffered him to come down 
upon the earth before the end of the six thousand years. Sa vest 
thou that it is Elias, the avenger? But before (the end) he cometh 
not down. What shall I do, whereas the destruction is of God: 
for surely our end is at hand? For I have the number (of the 
years) in mine hands.] 

Oreek. 18 (And Ileliar said unto Hades): Be not troubled, 
make safe thy gates and strengthen thy bars: consider, God 
cometh not down upon the earth. 

IO llades saith unto him: These be no good words that I hear 
from thre: my I.Jelly is rent, and mine inward parts are pained: 
i t cannot he but that God cometh hither. Alas, whither shall 
I flee before the face of the power of the great king? Suffer me 
to enter into myself (thyself, L atin): for before (of, Latin) thee 
was I formed. 

20 Then did I enter in and scourged him and bound h im with 
chains that cannot be loosed, and brought forth thence all the 
patriarchs and came again unto the cross. 

21. Bartholomew saith unto him: (J,atin 2, I saw thee again, 
hangmg upon the cross, and all the dead arising and worshippin" 
thee, and going up again into their sepulchres.) T ell me, Lord, 
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who was he whom the angels bare up in their bands, even that 
man that was Yery great of stature·? [Slav., Lat. 2, And what 
spakest thou unto him that he sighed so sore?) 

22 Jesus answered and said unto him: It was Adam the first­
formed, for whose sake I came down from Leaven upon earth. 
And I said unto him: I was hung upon the cross for thee and for 
t hy children·s sake. And he, when he heard it, groaned and said: 
So was thy good pleasure, 0 Lord. 

23 Again Bartholomew said: Lord, I saw the angels ascending 
before Adam and singing prabes. 24 But one of the angels 
which was very great, above the rest, would not ascend up with 
them : and there was in his hand a sword of fire, and he was 
looking steadfastly upon thee only. 

[Slav. 25 And all the angels besought him that he would 
go up with them, but he would not. But when thou didst 
command him to go up, I beheld a flame of fire issuing out of 
his hands and going even unto the city of J erusalem. 26 And 
.Jesus said unto him: Blessed art thou, H:ntholomew my beloYect, 
because thou sawc~t these mysteries. This was one of the tmgds 
of vengeance which stand before my Father·s throne: and this 
a ngel sent he unto rne. 27 And lor this cause he would not 
ascend up, because he desired to de!.troy all the powers of the 
world. B11t when I commanded him to ascend up, there went 
a flame out of his hand and rent asunder the veil of the temple, 
and parted it in two pieces for a witness unto the children of 
I srael for my passion because they crucified me. (Lat. l. But the 
flame which thou sawest issuing out of his hands smote the 
house of the synagogue of the Jews, for a tc~timony of me, 
wherein they crucifierl me.)) 

Greek. 28 And when he had thus spoken, he said unto the 
apostles: Tarry for me in this place, for to-day a sacrifice is 
o!Iered in paradise. 29 And Bartholomew answered and said 
unto J esus: Lord, what is tJ1e sacrifice which is offered in 
paradise? And J esus said: 'l'here be souls of the righteous 
which to-day have departed out of the IJody and go unto 
paradise, and unless I be present they cannot enter into paradise. 

30 And Bartholomew said: Lord, how many souls depart out 
of the world daily? J esus saith unto him: Thirty thousand. 

31 Bartholomew saith unto him : L ord, when thou wast with us 
t eaching the word, didst thou receive t he sacrifices in paradise? 1 

J esus answered and said unto him: Verily I say unto thee, iny 
beloved, that I both taught the word with you and continually 
sat with my F ather, and received the sacrifices in paradise every 
day. 32 Bartholomew answered a nd said unto him: Lord, if 
thirty t housand souls depart out of the world every day, how 
many souls out of them are fo und r ighteous 'f J esus saith unto 
him: Hardly fifty [three] my beloved. 33 Again Bartholomew 

• In Lat. 2, 81 follows 29. 
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saith: And how do three only enter into paradise? J esus saith 
unto him: The [fifty] three enter into paradise or are laid up in 
Abraham's bosom: but the others go into the place of the resur­
rection, for the three are not like unto the fifty. 

34 Bartholomew saith unto him: Lord, how many souls above 
the number are born into the world daily? Jesus saith unto him: 
One soul only is born above the number of them that depart. 
[30, &c., Latin I. Bartholomew said: How many are. the so':11s 
which depart out of the body every day? Jesus said: Verily 
I say unto thee, twelve (thousand) eight hundred, four score 
and three souls depart out of the body every day.] 1 

35 And when he had said this he gave them the peace, and 
vanished away from them. 

II 
1 Now the apostles were in the place [Cherubim, Chcltoura, 

Chritir] with Mary. 2 And Bartholomew came and said unto 
P etc-r and Andrew and John: Let us ask her that is highly 
favoured how she conceived the incomprehensible, oi- how she 
bare him that cannot be carried, or how ~he brought forth so 
much greatness. But they doubted to ask her. 8 Bartholomew 
therefore said unto P eter : Thou that art the chief, and my 
teacher, draw near and ask her. But P eter said to John: Thou 
art a virgin and undefiled (and beloved) and thou must ask her. 
4 And as they all doubted and disputed, Bartholomew came near 
unto her with a cheerful countenance and said to her: Thou that 
art highly favoured, the tabernacle of the Mo~t High, unblemished, 
we, even all the apostles, ask thee (or All the apostles have sent 
me to ask thee) to tell us how thou didst conceive the incompre­
hensible, or how thou didst bear him that cannot be canied, or 
how thou di<lst bring forth so much greatness. 

5 But l\lary said unto them: Ask me not (or Do ye indeed 
ask me) concerning this mystery. If I should begin to tell you, 
fire will issue forth out of my mouth and consume all the world. 
6 But they continued yet the more to ask her. And she, for she 
could not refuse to hear the apostles, said: Let us stand up in 
prayer. 7 And the apostles stood b ehind Mary: but she said 
unto Peter: Peter, thou chief, thou great pillar, standest thou 
l.>ehind us? Said not our Lord: the head of the man is Christ 
(but the head of the woman is the man, Slav., Lat. 2)? now 
therefore stand ye before me and pray. 8 But they said unto 
her: In thee did the L ord set his tabernacle, and it was his good 
pleasure that thou shouldest contain him, and thou oughtest to be 

1 Lat. 2~ 30-4 has: 6,074 souls depart out of the body every day. 
Three. go into paradise .. 33 How three only? Fifty-three go into 
paradise, but only three into Abraham's bosom. The rest are in the 
place of repose, for they are not like the three. 84 One more soul 
departs every day than is born. 
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the leader in the prayer (al. to go with us to). 9 But she said 
~nto the11;: Ye are shining st~rs, and as the prophet said, ' I did 
11 ft up nune eyes unto the hills, from whence shall come mine 
help'; ye, therefore, are the hills, and it belioveth you to pray. 
10 The apostles say unto her: Thou oughtest to pray, thou 
art the mother of the heavenly king. 11 1\lary saith unto them: 
In your likeness did God form the sparrows,1 and sent them forth 
into the four corners of the world. 12 But they say unto her: 
He that is scarce contained by the seven heavens was pleased to 
be contained in t hee. 

13 Then Mary stood up before them and spread out her hands 
toward the heaven and began to speak thus: Elphue Zarethra 
Charboum Nemioth l\lelitho Thraboutha l\lephnounos Chcmiath 
Aroura l\Iaridon Elison .Marmiadon Seption Hcsaboutha Ennouna 
Saktinos Athoor Belelam Opheoth Abo Chrasar (lhis is the read­
ing of one Greek copy: U,e uther8 aml the Slavonic have many 
differences,• as in all such cases: but as the original " 'ords-assuming 
t hem to Lave once had a meaning-are hopelessly corrupted, the 
matler is not of importance), which is in the Greek tongue 
(Hebrew, Slav.): 0 God the exceeding great and aU-wise and 
king of the worlds (ages), that art not to be described, the in­
effable, that dicl!it establish the greatness of the hea"ens and all 
t hings by a word, that out of darkness (or the unknown) didst 
constitute and fasten together the poles of heaven in harmony, 
didst bring into shape the matter that was in confusion, didst 
bring into order the things that were without order, didst part 
the misty darkness from the light, didst establish in one place 
the foundations of the waters, thou that makest the beings of the 
air to tremble, and art the fear of them that are on (or under) the 
earth, that didst settle the earth and not suffer it to peri!,h, and 
filledst it, which is the nourisher of all things, with showers of 
blessing: (Son of) the Father, thou whom the seven heavens 
hardly contained, but who wast well-pleased to be contained 
without pain in me, thou that art thyself ll1e full word of the 
Father in whom all things came to be: give glory to thine 
exceeding great name, and bid me to speak before thy holy 
apostles. 

14 And when she bad ended the prayer she began to say unto 
t hem: Let us sit down upon the ground ; and come thou, Peter 
the chief, and sit on my right hand and put thy left hand beneath 
mine armpit; and thou, Andrew, do so on my left hand; and 
thou, John, the virgin, hold together my bosom; and thou, 
Bartholomew, set thy knees against my back and hold my 

• See the Infancy Gospels. 
• Lat. 2. Helfoith . Alaritha . arbar . Neniotho. Melitho . Tarasunt . 

Chanebonos . Umia . Theirura . l\larado . Seliso . Heliphomar . l\labon . 
Saruth . Gefutba • Enunnas • Sacinoe • Thatis . Etelelam • Tetheo . 
abocia . Rusar. 
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shoulders, lest when I begin to speak my bones be loosed one from 
another. 

15 And when they had so done she began to say: When I abode 
in the temple of God and received my food from an angel, on 
a certain day there appeared unto me one in the likeness of a.n 
ancrel, but his face was incomprehensible, and he had not in his 
ha'nd bread or a cup, as did the angel which came to me aforetime. 
16 And straightway the robe (veil) of the temple was rent and 
there was a very areat earthquake, and I fell upon the earth, for 
I was not able tt endure the sight of him. 17 But he put his 
hand beneath me and raised me up, and I looked up into heaven 
and there came a cloud of dew and sprinkled me from the head to 
the feet, and he wiped me with his robe. 18 And said unto me: 
Hail. thou that art highly favoured, the chosen vessel, grace 
inexhaustible. And he smote his garment upon the right 11and 
and there came a very great loaf, and he set it upon the altar of 
the temple and did eat of it first himself, and gave unto me also. 
19 And again he smote his garment upon the left hand and there 
came a very great cup full of wine: and he set it upon the altar 
of the temple and did drink of it first himself, and gave also unto 
me. And I beheld and saw the bread and the cup whole as they 
were.1 

20 And he said unto me: Yet three years, and I will send my 
word unto thee and thou shalt conceive my (or a) son, and 
through him shall the whole creation be saved. Peace be unto 
thee, my beloved, and my peace shall be with thee continually. 
21 And when he had so said he vanished away from mine eyes, 
and the temple was restored as it bad been before. 

22 And as she was saying this, fire issued out of her mouth; 
and the world was at the point to come to an end: but Jesus 
appeared quickly (Lat. 2, and laid his hand upon her mouth) a nd 
said unto Mary: Utter not this mystery, or this day my whole 
creation will come to an end (Lat. 2, and the flame from her 
mouth ceased). And the apostles were taken with fear lest 
haply the Lord should be wroth with them. 

III 
1 And he departed with them unto the mount Mauria (Lat. 2, 

l\lambre), and sat in the midst of them. 2 But they doubted to 
question him, being afraid. 3 And Jesus answered and said unto 
them: Ask me what ye will t hat I should teach you, and I will 
show it you. For yet seven days, and I ascend unt o my FathP,r, 
and I shall no more be seen of you in this likeness. 4 nut they, 
yet do.ubting, said unto him: Lord, show us the deep (abyss) 
accord mg unto thy promise. 5 And Jesus said unto them: It is 

1 Compare the appearance of the angel to Aseneth in the History 
of Aseneth. 
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not good (Lnt. 2, is goo<l) for you to see the deep: notwithstandina, 
if ye desire it, according to my promise, come, follow me a;d 
behold. 6 And he led them away into a place that is called 
Cherubim (Cherukt Slav., Chairoudcc Gr., Lat. 2 omits), that is 
the place of truth. 7 And he beckoned unto the an<tels of the 
,vest, and the earth was rolled up like a volume of <i'book and 
the deep was revealed unto them. 8 And when the apo~1.lcs 
saw it, they fell on their faces upon the earth. 9 But Jesus 
raised them up, saying: Said I not unto you,· It is not good for 
you to see the deep'. And again he beckoned unto the angels, 
and the deep was covered up. 

IV 
1 And he took them and brought them again unto the Mount 

of Olives. 
2 And Peter said unto Mary: Thou that art highly favoured, 

entreat the Lord that he would reveal unto us the things that 
are in the heavens. 

3 And l\lary said unto Peter: 0 stone hewn out of the rock, 
did not the Lord build his church upon thee? Go thou therefore 
first and ask him. 

4 Peter saith again: 0 tabernacle that art spread abroad (it 
b ehoveth thee to ask). 5 l\lary saith: Thou art the ima:!e of 
Adam: was not he first formed and then Eve? Look upon the 
sun, that accordiug to the likeness of Adam it 1s bright, and upon 
the moon, that hccause of the transgression of Eve it is full of 
clay. For God did place A<lam in the east and Eve in the west, 
and appointed the lights that the sun should shine on the eaith 
unto Adam in the ea-,t in his fiery chariots, ar,d the moon in the 
west slwuld give light unto Eve with a countenance like milk. 
And she dd1led the commandment of the Lord. Therefore was 
the moon stained with clay (Lat. 2, is cloudy) and her light is not 
bright. Thou therefore, since thou art the likeness of Adam, 
oughtest to ask him: but in me was he contained that I might 
recover the strength of the female. 

6 Now when they came up to the top of the mount, and the 
Master was withdrawn from them a little spa<'e, Peter saith unto 
Mary: Thou art she that hast brought to nought the transgression 
of Eve, changing it from shame into joy; it is lawful, therefore, 
for thee to ask. 

7 When Jesus appeared again, Bartholomew saith unto him: 
Lord, show us the adversary of men that we may behold him, of 
what fashion he is, and what is his work, and whence h~ cometh 
forth, and what power he hath that he spared not even thee, but 
caused thee to be hanged upon the tree. 8 But Jesus looked upon 
hlm and said : Thou bold heart I thou askest for that which thou 
art not able to look upon. 9 But Bartholomew was troubled 
and fell at Jesus' feet and began to speak thus: 0 lamp that 
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cannot be quenched, Lord Jesu Christ, maker of the eternal l_ight, 
that ha~t aiven unto them that love thee the grace that beaut1ficth 
all, and 1r'\st given us the eternal light by thy coming into the 
world, that hastt . . . t the heavenly essence by a word t ... t hast 
accomplished the work of the Father, hast turned the shame­
facedness of Adam into mirth, hast done away the sorrow of Eve 
with a cheerful countenance by thy birth from a virgin: !e­
member not evil against me but grant me the word of mme 
asking. (Lat . 2, who didst come down into the world, who hast 
confirmed the eternal word of the Father, who hast called the 
sadness of (Adam) joy, who hast made the shame of Eve 
glad, and restored her by vouchsafing to be contained in the 
womb.) 

10 And as he thus spake, Jesus raised him up and said unto 
him: Uartholomew, wilt thou see the adversary of men? I tell 
thee that when thou beholdcst him, not thou only but t,he 1·est of 
the apostles and Mary will fall on your faces and become as dead 
corpses. 

11 Ilut they all said unto him : Lord, let us behold him. 
12 And he kd them down from the Mount of Olives and 

looked wrathfully upon the angels that keep hell (Tart.-irus), and 
beckoned unto ;\'.lichacl to sound the trumpet in the height of the 
heavens. And Michael sounded, and the earth shook, and Beliar 
came up, being held by 660 (560 Ck., 6,064 Lat. l, 6,000 Lat. 2) 
angels and bound with fiery chains. 12 And the length of him 
was 1,000 cubits and his breadth 40 (Lat. 1,300; Slav. 17) cubits 
(Lat. 2, his length 1,900 cubits, his breadth 700, one wing of him 
80), and his face was like a lightning of fire and his eyes full of 
darkness (like sparks, Slav.). And out of his nostrils came a 
stinking smoke; and his mouth was as the gulf of a precipice, 
and the one of his wings was four-score cubits. 14 And straight­
way when the apostles saw him, they fell to the earth on their 
faces and became as dead. 15 Rut J esus came near and raised 
the apostles and gave them a spirit of power, and he saith unto 
Bartholomew: Come near, Bartholomew, and trample with thy 
feet on his neck, and he will tell thee his work, what it is, and how 
h e decci,·eth men. 16 And Jesus stood afar off with the rest of 
the apostles. 17 And Bartholomew feared, and raised his voice 
and saitl: Illcssccl be the name of thine immortal kingdom from 
henceforth even for ever. And when he had spoken, Jesus 
permitted him, saying: Go and tread upon the neck of Beliar: 
and Bartholomew ran quickly upon him and trode upon his neck: 
and Bcliar trembled. (For this verse the Vienna :MS. has: And 
Bartholomew raised his voice and said thus: 0 womb more 
spacious t~an a ~ity, wider than the spreacling of the heavens, 
that contained him whom the seven heavens contain not, but 
thou without pain didst contain sanctified in thy bosom, &c. : 
evidently out of place. 



GOSPEL OF BARTHOLOl\IEW 17'5 

Latin 1 bas only: Then d id Antichrist tremble and was filled 
with fury.) 

18 And Bartholomew was afraid, and fled, and said unto J esus: 
Lord, aive me an hem of t hy garments (Lat. 2, the kerchief(?) 
from thy shoulders) that I may have courage to draw near unto 
him. 19 But Jesus said unto him: Thou canst not take an hem 
of my garments, for these are not my garments which I wore 
before l was crucified. 20 And Bartholomew said: Lord, I fear 
lest, like as he spared not thine angels, he swallow me up also. 
21 Jesus saith unto him: Were not all things made by my word, 
and by the will of my Father the spirits were made su bject unto 
Solomon ? thou, therefore, being commanded by my word, go in 
my name and ask him what thou wilt. (Lat. 2 omits 20.) 22 1 [And 
Bartholomew made the sign of the cross and prayed unt o Jesus 
and went behind him. And J esus said to him: Draw near. And 
as Bartholomew drew near, fire was kindled on every side, so 
t hat his garments appeared fiery. Jesus saith to Bart holomew: 
As I said unto thee, tread upon his neck and ask him what is his 
power.l And Bartholomew went and trode upon his neck, and 
prc,-scd down his face into the earth as far as his ears. 23 And 
Bartholomew saith unto him: Tell me who thou art and what 
is thy name. And he said to him: Lighten me a little, and I will 
tell thee who I am and how I came hither, and what my work is 
and what my power is. 24. And he lightened him and saith to him: 
Say all that thou hast done and all that thou doest. 25 And 
lleiiar answered and said: If thou wilt know my name, at the 
first I was called Satanael, which is interpreted a messenger of 
God, but when I rejected the image of God my name was called 
Satanas, that is, an angel that kcepeth hell ('fartarus).I 20 And 
again Bartholomew saith unto him: Reveal unto me all things 
anci hide nothing from me. 27 And he said unto him: I swear 
unto thee by the power of the glory of' God that even if I would 
hide aui?ht I cannot, for he is near that would convict me. For 
if I wer,· able I would have destt-oyed you like one of them that 
w,•re hcfore yc,u. 28 For, indeed, I was formed (al. called) the 
fir 'St angel: for when God made the hravens, he took a ha1u!h1l 
of fire an<l formed me first, Michael second [Vienna 1\1$. hl-re 
has these -sentences: for he had his Son before the heavens and the 
earth and we were formed (for when he took thought to create 
all thin~s, his Son spake a wor<l), so that we nl~o were creafrcl by 
the will of the Son and the consent of the Futher. He funned, 
1 say, first me, next ;\liehael the chi,·f captain of the host:- that 
are above], Gabriel third, liriel fourth, Raphael fifth, Nathanad 
sixth, and other angels of whom I c:rnnot tell the names. 
[Jemsalem MS., Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, {.;rieJ, Xathanacl, and 

• 22 ( ] is from Gk. (.Jerusalem MS.) and Latin 1. 
' 25. Lat. 2 adds about seven lines descriptive of Satan's character: 

not interesting. 
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other 6,000 angds. Lat. 1, Michael t.het honour of power, t~irci 
R aphael, fourth Ga.briel, and other sev.cn. Lat. 2, Raph~el tturd, 
Gabriel fourth, Un"l fifth, Zat hael sixth, and other six.) For 
they are the i:od-bearcrs (lictors) of God, and they smite me with 
their rods and pursue me seven times in the night.and_ seven times 
in the day, and leave me not at all and break rn pieces all my 
power. These are the (twelve, Lat. 2) angels of vengeance which 
stand before the throne of God : these are the angels that were 
first formed. 30 And after them were formed all the angels. 
In the first heaven are an hundred myriads, and in t he second an 
hundred myriads, and in the third an hundred myriads, and in 
the fourth an hundred myriads, and in the fifth an hundred 
myriads, and in the sixth an hundred myriads, and in the seventh 
(an hundred mYriacls, and outside the seven heavens, Jerusalem 
MS.) is the first firmament (fiat surface) wherein are the powers 
which work upon men. 31 For there are four other angels set 
over the winds. The first angel is over the north, and he is called 
Chairoum ( ... brotl, Jerusalem 1l1S.; Lat. 2, angel of the north,1 

J\lauch), and hath in his hand a rod of fire,and restraineththe super­
fluity of moisture that the earth be not overmuch wet. 32 And 
the angel that is over the north 2 is called Oertha (Lat. 2, Alf at ha): 
he hath a torch of fire and putteth it to his sides, and they warm 
the great coldness of him that he freeze not the world. 33 And the 
angel that is over the south is called Kerkoutha (Lat. 2, Cedar), 
and they break his fierceness that he shake not the earth. 34 And 
the angel that is over the south-west is called Naoutha, and he 
hath a rod of snow in his hand and putteth it into his mouth, and 
qucncheth the fire that cometh out of his mouth. And if the angel 
quenched it not at his mouth it would set all the world on fire. 
35 And there is another angel over the sea which maketh it rough 
with the waves thereof. 36 But the rest I will not tell thee, for 
he that standeth by suffereth me not. 

37 Bartholomew saith unto him: How ehastiscst thou t he 
souls of men? 38 B eliar saith unto him: Wilt thou that I 
declare unto thee the punishment of the hypocrites, of the hack­
biters, of the jc<;ters, of the idolaters, and 'the covetous, and the 
adulterers, and the wizards, and the diviners, and of them that 
believe in us, and of all whom I tlook upont (deceive?)? (38 
Lat. 2 : YVhen I will show any illusion by them. But they that 
do these things, and they that consent unto them or follow 
them, do perish with me. 30 Bartholomew said unto him: 
Declare quickly how thou persuadest men not to follow God, 
and thine evil arts, that are slippery and dark, that they should 
leave the straight and shining paths of the Lord.) 30 Ilar­
tholomew saith unto him: tI will that thou declaret it in few words. 
4-0 And he smote his teeth together, gnashing them, and there 
came up out of the bottomless pit a wheel having a sword flash-

• Boreas. • Aparktios. 



GOSPEL OF BARTHOLO:\IEW 177 

ing with fire, and in the sword were p ipes. 41 And I (he) asked 
him, saying: What is this sword 'l 42 And he said: 1'his sword 
is the sword of the gluttonous : for into this pipe are sent they 
that through their gluttony devise all manner of sin; into the 
second pipe are sent the backbiters which backbite their neigh­
bour secretly; into the third pipe a re sent the hypocrites and 
the rest whom I overthrow by my contrivance. (Lat. 2: 40 
And Antichrist said: I will tell thee. And a wheel came up 
out of the ahyss, having seven fiery kniYes. T he first knife 
h ath twelve pipes (canales) . . • • 42 Antichrist answered: The 
pipe of fire in the first knife, in it are put the casters of lots 
and diviners and enchanters, and they that believe in t hem 
or have sought them, because in the iniquity of their heart they 
have invented false divinations. In the second pipe of fire are 
first the blasphemers . .. suicides .. . idolaters . . . . In the rest are 
first perjurers .. . (long enumeration).) 43 And nartholomew 
said: Dost thou then do these things by thyself alone? 44 And 
Satan said: If I were able to go forth by myself, I would have 
dc,-troyed the whole world in three days: but neither I nor 
any of the six hundred go forth. For we have other swift 
ministers whom we command, and we furnish them with an hook 
of many points 1 and sen,1 them forth to hunt, and they catch 
for us souls of men, enticing them with sweetness of divers 
baits, that is by drunkenness and laughter, by b:ickbiting, 
hypocrisy, pleasures, fornication, and the rest of the ttrillcsi· 
t hat come out of their treasures. (Lat. 2 amplifies enormously.) 

45 And I \\"ill tell thee also the rest of the names of the angels. 
The an!.rcl of the hail is railed ~Icrmeoth, and he holdcth the 
hail UJ>'lll hi~ head, and my ministers do adjure him and send 
him \\hither they will. And other angels are there o...-er the 
snow, and other over the thunder, and other over the lightning, 
and when any spirit of us would go forth eit:tcr I)~· land or by 
sea, the~c angels send forth fiery stones and set our Jiml.ls on fire. 
(Lat. 2 enumerates all the transgressions of I srael and all 
possible sins in two whole pages.) 

46 Bartholomew saith: Be still (be muzzled) thou dragon of 
t he pit. 47 And Bcliar said : !\!any things will I tell thee of 
the angels. '!'hey that run together throughout the hcnvc>nly 
plnces and the earthly are these: Mermeoth, Onomatath. Doulh, 
l\frlioth, Charouth, Graphathas. Octhra, :Nephonos, Chalkatoura. 
With them tdo flyt (are administered?) the thfogs that are in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth. 

48 Bartholomew saith unto him: Be still (be m111.zled) and 
be faint, that I may entreat my Lord. 49 And Bartholomew 
fell upon his face and cast earth upon his head and began to 
say: 0 L ord Jesu Christ, the great and glorious name. All 

• hook of many points, &c. This passage recalls the Coptic fragment 
No. 5, above, p. 149. 
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the choirs of the angels praise thee, 0 Master, and I that am 
unworthy with my lips t .. . t do praise thee, 0 Master. Hearken 
unto me thy servant, and as thou didst choose me from the receipt 
of custom a nd didst not suffer me to have my conversation 
unto the end in my former deeds, 0 Lord Jesu Christ, hearken 
unto me and have mercy upon the sinners. 50 And when he 
had so said, the Lord saith unto him: Rise up, suffer him t hat 
oroaneth to arise: I will declare the rest unto thee. 51 And 
Bartholomew raised up Satan and said unto him: Go unto 
thy place, with thine a ngels; but the Lord hath mercy upon 
all his world. (50, 51, again enormously amplified in Lat. 2. 
Satan complains that he has been tricked into telling his secrets 
before the time. The interpolation is to some extent dated 
by this sentence: 'Simon Magus and Zaroes and Arfaxir and 
Jannes and Mambres are my brothers.' Zaroes a nd Arfaxat 
are wizards who figure in the Latin Acts of Matthew and of 
Simon and Jude (see below). 49 follows 51 in this text.) 

52 But the devil said: Suffer me, and I will tell thee how 
I was cast down into this place and how the L oril did make 
man. 53 I was going to and fro in the world, and God said unto 
!\lichael: Bring me a clod from the four corners of the earth, 
and water out of the four rivers of paradise. And when Michael 
brought them God formed Adam in the regions of the east, and 
shaped the clod which was shapeless, and stretched sinews and 
veins upon it and established it with joints; and he worshipped 
him, himself for his own sake first, because he was the image 
of God, there/ ore he worshipped him. 54 And when I came from 
the ends of the earth Michael said: Worship thou the image 
of God, which he hath made according to h is likeness. But 
I said: I am fire of fire, I was the first angel formed, and shall 
1 worship clay and matter? 55 And Michael saith to me: Wor­
ship, lest God be wroth with thee. But I said to him: God 
will not be WToth with me; but I will set my throne over a~ainst 
his throne, and I will be as he is. Then was God wTOth with me 
and cast me down, having commanded the windows of heaven 
to be opened. 56 And when I was cast down, he asked also 
the six hundred that were under me, if they would worship: 
hut they sairl: Like as we have seen the first angel do, ncitlwr 
will we worship him that is less than ourselves. Then were 
the six huncl!'cd nlso cast down by him with me. 57 And when 
we were cast down upon the earth we were senseless for forty 
years: and when the sun shone forth seven times brighter 
than fire, snil<lcnly I a waked; and I looked about and saw the 
six hundred that were under me senseless. 58 And I a waked my 
son Salpsan and took him to counsel how I might deceive the 
man on whose account I was cast out of the heavens. 59 i\nd 
thus did I contrive it. I took a vial in mine hand and scraped 
the sweat from off my breast and the hair of mine armpits, and 
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washed myself (Lat. 2, I t ook fig-leaves in my hands and wiped 
the sweat from my bosom and below mine arms and cast it 
do_wn besic~e the stre~ms of waters. 59 is greatly prolonged in 
this text) m the sprmgs of the waters whence the four Tivers 
flow out, and Eve drank of it and desire came upon her: for 
if she had not drunk of that water I should not have been able 
to deceive her. 60 Then Bartholomew commanded him to go 
into hell. 

GI And Ilartholomew came and fell at Jesus' feet and bep;an 
with tears to say thus: Al.,ba, Father, that art past findin~ 
out by us, ·word of the Father, whom the seven heavens hardly 
contained, but who wast pleased to be contained easily and 
without pain within the body of the Virgin: whom the Virgin 
knew not that she bare: thou by thy thought hast orclaincd all 
things to be: thou givest us tthat which we needt before thou 
art entreated. 62 Thou that didst wear a crown of thorns that 
thou mightest prepare for us that repent the precious crown 
from heaven; that didst hang upon the tree, that (a clause 
gone) : (Lat. 2, that thou mightest turn from us the tree of lust 
and concupiscence (etc., etc.). The verse is prolonged for over 
40 lines) (that didst drink wine mingled with gall) that thou 
mightest give us to drink of the wine of compunction, and wast 
pierced in the side with a spear that thou mightcst fill us with 
thy body and thy hlood: 63 Thou that gavest names unto 
the four rivers: to the first Phison, because of the faith (pistfa) 
which thou didst appear in the world to preach; to the second 
Gcon, for that man was made of earth (ge); to the third Tigris, 
because by thee was revealed unto us the consubstantial Trinity 
in the heavens (to make anything of this we must read Trigis); 
to the fomth Euphrates, because by thy presence in thE' world 
thou madest every soul to rejoice (euphrariai) through the word 
of immortality. 64 1 My God, and Father, the greatest, my King: 
save, Lord, the sinners. 65 "Vhen he had thus prayed Jesus 
said unto him: Bartholomew, my Father did name me Christ, 
that I might co1oe down upon earth and anoint every man that 
cometh unto me with the oil of life: and he did call me Jesus 
that I might heal every sin of them that know not ... and give 
unto men (several corrupt words: the Latin has) the truth of God. 

66 And again Bartholomew saith unto him: Lord, is it 
lawful for me to reveal these mysteries unto every man? 67 
Jesus saith unto him: Bartholomew, my beloved. as many 
as are faithful and are able to keep them unto themselves, to 
them mayest thou entrust these things. For some there are 

• In Lat. 2, vv. 64-71 occupy 83 lines: verse 65 fills nearly 50 of 
these; Jesus dwells on the words, • I am the way, the truth, aud lhe life', 
and speaks at some length of his benefits to the Jewish oation and their 
blindness and ingratitude (recalling the lmproperia and 2 Esdras 1): 
there are also many clauses from John :idii-xv. 
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that be worthy of them, but there are also other some unto 
whom it is not fit to entrust them: for they are vain (swaggerers), 
drunkards, proud, uumerciful, partakers ~ idolatry, auth~rs 
of fornication, slanderers, teachers of foolishness, and domg 
all works that arc of the devil, and therefore are t hey not worthy 
that these should be entrusted to them. 68 And also they are 
secret, IJecause of those that cannot contain them; for as many 
as can contain them shall have a part in them. Herein (Hitherto 'l), 
tlicref'ore, my beloved, have I spoken unto thee, for IJlcssed art 
thou and all thy kindred which of their choice have this word 
entrusted unto them; for all they that can contain it shall receive 
whatsoever they will in the (day?) of my judgement. 

G9 Then 1, Bartholomew, which wrote these things in mine 
heart, took hold on the hand of the Lord Uie lover of men and 
began to rejoice and to speak thus: 

Glory be to thee, 0 Lord Jesus Christ, that givest unto all 
thy grace which all we have perceived. Alleluia. 

Glory be to thee, 0 Lord, the life of sinners. 
Glory IJe to thee, 0 Lord, death is put to shame. 
Glory be to thee, 0 Lord, the treasure of righteousness. 
For unto God do we sing. 
70 And as Bartholomew thus spake again, Jesus put oCf 

his mantle and took a kerchief from the neck of Bartholomew 
and began to rejoice and say (70 Lat. 2, Then Jesus took a 
kerchief('?) 1 ,md said: I am goorl: mild and gracious and merciful, 
strong and righteous, wonderful and holy): I um good. Alleluia. 
I am meek and gentle. Alleluia. Glory be to thee, 0 Lord: 
for J give gifts unto all them that desire me. Alleluia. 

Glory be to thee, 0 Lord, world without end. Amen. Alleluia. 
71 Auel wll('n he had ceased, the apostles kissed him, and he 

gave them the peace of love. 

V 
l Bartholomew saith unto him : z Declare unto us, Lord, 

what sin is hcavirl' than all sins? 2 Jesus saith unto him: 
Verily I say unto thee that hypocrisy and backbiting is heavier 
than all sins: for IJecause of them, the prophet said in the 
psalm, that 'the ungodly shall not rise in the j uclgcment, nei thcr 
sinn<'rs in the couneil of the righteous', neither the ungodly in 
the judgement of my l•'ather. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
that every sin shall be forgiven unto every man, but the sin 
against the Holy Gho<;t shall not be forgiven. 3 And Bar­
tholomew saith unto him: What is the sin agitinst the Holy 
Ghost'? 4 .Jesus saith unto him: \'Vhosoever shall decree aaainst 
.any man that hath served my holy Father hath blaspl;cmcd 
against the Holy Ghost : For every man that scrveth God 

' IM'acem. • In Lat. 2, vv. 1-6 occupy 58 lines. 
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worshipfully is worthy of the Holy Ghost. and he that spcaketh 
anything evil against him shall not be for1tiven.1 

5 Woe unto him that swearcth by t he head of God, yea woe(?) 
t o him that sweareth falsely hy him ttrulyt. For there are 
twelve heads of God the most high: for he is the truth, and in 
him is no lie, neither forswearing. 6 Ye, therefore, go ye and 
preach unto all the world the word of truth. and thou, Bar­
tholomew, preach this word unto every one that dc::.iretl1 it; a11d 
as manv as believe thereon shall have eternal life. 

7 Bartholomew saith: 2 0 Lord, and if any sin with sin of the 
body, what is their reward? 8 And Jesus said : It is good if he 
that is baptized present his baptism blameless: butt he pleasure 
of the flesh will tbecome a !overt. For a single marriaff' hclong­
etb to sobriety: for Yerily I say unto thee, he that sinucth after 
the third marriage (wife) is unwo:-thy of God. (8 Lat. 2 is to 
this efff'c:t: ... But if the lust of the ffo,h come upon him, 
he ought to be the husband of one wife. The married, if they 
are good and pay tithes, will receive a hundredfold. A second 
marriage is lawful, on condition of the <lili~ent performance 
of good works, and due payment of tithes: b11t a third marriage 
is reprobated: and virginity is best.) 9 But ye, preach ye 
unto every man that they keep themselves from such thin_gs: 
for I depart not from you and I do supply you with the H oly 
Ghost. (Lat. 2, At the end of 9, .Jesus ascend<; in the douds, 
and two angels appear and say: 'Ye men of G::ililec', anc:I the 
rest.) IO And Bartholomew worshipped him with the aposll<'~. 
an<l glorified God earnestly, saying: Glory be to tl1ee, Holy 
Father, Sun unquenchable, incomprchcnsihle, full of light. 
Unto thee be glory, unto thee honour and adoration, world 
without end. Amen. (Lat. 2, End of the questioning of the 
most blessed Bartholomew and (or) the other apostles with 
the L ord Jesus Christ.) 

'!'HE BOOK OF THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 
BY BARTHOLOMEW THE APOSTLE 

T his exists in Coptic only. There arc several rc-censions of it: the 
most complete is in a manuscript recently acquired by the British 
Museum (Or. 6804), and translated first by W. E. Crum (Rustafj11l'll's 
Light of Egypt, 1010) and then edited and translatetl by Sir E. A. \Yullis 
Budge (Coptic Apocrypha in the dialect of Upper E{!ypt, 1913). Other 
fragments are in the publications o{ Lacau and Rcvillout. No full 
translation, but only an analysis, will be offered here. 

• Lat. 2 enumerates seventeen other sins-chiefly forms of idolatry 
and wrong belief. 

• In Lat. 2 , vv. 7- 10 fill 69 lines. 


