THE SECOND BOOK OF MACCABEES
INTRODUCTION

§ 1. CONTENTS AND CHARACTERISTICS.

2 MACCAREES is the anonymous dxropr (i1.26,28) or digest of an earlier Maccabaean history which
had been composed by a Hellenistic Jew called Jason of Cyrene, The writer condensed Jason's
five books into one. It is unnccessary to hold that his statements to this effect are simply a literary
device, as though he were a Jewish Defoe who thus attempted to gain the fictitious authority of age
for his own composition (so ¢.g. Kosters in Plwolog. Tijdschryft, 1878, 391 [, and Kamphausen).
Had this been the case, the contents would have been more of a unity than they are. and the lucnuae
would have been fewer. Besides, more than once, the style (e g. in xiii. 22 ) suddenly corresponds
to that of an historian who is hurriedly compressing as well as popularizing some ecarlier source.
Upen the whole the materials, the contents, and the style of the book answer fairly to the writer's
account of his own method and aims (in §i. 19-32, vi. 12-17, xv. 37 9).  1lis work is an abridgement
and at the same time more than an abridgement.  He must have omitted large sections uf Juson's
treatise and summarized even what he took over, but, instead of preserving invariably cither the
language or the shape of his sclections, he embeilished the former to suit the popular taste and
enla the latter, for the sake of edification, with pious amplifications of the miraculous element.

he outline of the epitame is thus characterized by a unity of religious feeling, rather than by any
historical sequence. The irtroductory documents of . 1-ii. I, containing two letters, are followed
by a naive preface (ii. 1g-32), after which the epitome proper begins, with five successive pauses
(iii. 40, vii. 42, x. y, xiii. 26, xv, 37, perhaps after Jason), The only formal interruption is a short
passage upon the doctrine of retribution as the clue to Jewish history (vi. 12-17).  Judas Maccabacus
comes on the scene in v. 27, and, once his story is resumed (in vifi. 1 £). it runs on to the end, the
only digression being the highly-coloured tale of Antiochus’ death (ix. 1-2g; x. 1 -8 resumes the narra-
tive dro atviii. 33)- The epilogue (xv. 37-y) echoes the prologue.  Indeed the aim of even the
prefixed letters corresponds to the general purpose of the book, which i< to magnily the two festivals
of the Hanukka and Nicanor's day,' as the ceremonial glories which recall the heroism of Judas
Maccabacus.? )

2 Maccabees is nota sequel to 3 Maccabees. It is, in Luther's words,” a sccond book upon the
Maceabaean struggle, not #k¢ second book. As the period of its narrative (175- 161 B, C) coincides
with part of 1 Maccabees, o comparison of the two books might be expected therefore to clear up
the problem of their relative value, and furnish 4 standard for valuating the second.  To some extent
this expectation is realized. But critical opinion has swayed curivusly between an undue deprecia-
tion of 2 Maccabees as an historical document and an exaggerated claim on its behalf.  The former
tendency is represented by modern crities like Willrich and (especially) Kosters ; the latter by Niese
(K ritik der beiden Makkabacrilicher, 1900), who not only succeeds in vindicating the trustworthiness
of the book at several points, but attempts to prove that it is older and more authentic than
1 Maccabees—an attempt which has failed to carry conviction {rf. ¢ g the articles of Leévi in Reowe
des études juives, 1901, 222-30, Abrahams in Fewish Quartorly Revienr, 1901, 508-19, Kamphausen
in Theoloy. Literaturzeiting, 1901, 287-go, and Wellhausen in Nackrickten der kyl, Gesellsch, d.
Wiss. su Gottingen, 19035, pp. 117 63). The parallel narratives of the two books are as follow :—

- 'Onthei bility of any connesion between the Purim festival of the book of Esther and Nicanor's day see
L. B, Paton's * " (Intern. Crit, Comm.), pp. 78 1.
';.'Cp- Hochield in £A4 7', 1902, pp. 264-84, who emphasizes, after Geiger, the Pharisaic interests and methods

‘of the writer,
“xmqn..mmaumwwmmdummnmmmdimmmm‘t‘mx
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11 MACCABEES

1 Muce.
Accession of Antiochus Epiphanes : i. 10,

Gymnasium, &c,, introduced in Jerusalem : i 11-15.

Expedition of Antiochus against Egypt : i. 16-19,

Antiochus plunders Jerusalem : i, 20-8,

His royal commissioner completes secularization of
Jerusalem: 1,29 L "

The Maccabees leave Jerusalem: ik 1l

Hellenizing decree of Antinchus brought by mes-
sengers 10 Jerusalem : wmple profaned and pagan
cusioms established : L 41-59. )

Jewish mothers and their children® killed : i, 6o-1.

Jews massacred for keeping stbbath ; i. 29-38, )

Jews martyred for refusing to eat swine's flesh; i
6z I

Mattathias and his sons refuse to sacrifice : i, 15-26.

Mattathias organizes a revolt: ii. 27 £

Judas Maccabaeus succeeds Mattathias : it 40-70.

Surcessful revolt of Judas: il 1-9.

He dufeats Apollonius and Seron: il 10-26,

Lysias commissioned by Antiochus 1o esterminate
the Jaws: i, 25 [

Lysias commissions Prolemacus; Nicanor, and Gorgias
to devastate Judaea: i, 38T

Stave dealers jom expedition t {ii. 1.

Mustering of Jews : jil. 4260,

Withdruwal of some s 1i. 55-6.

Drefeat of Gorglas ; iv. 1-25,

Defeat of Lysias' s iv. 26-35.
Entry into Jerusalem: . 36-7.

Purification of temple : iv. 38-51,
Celebration of Hanukkadeast @ iv. 5301,

Judae subdues [dumacans, Baeanites;, Ammonites
under Timotheus : v 1-80

Iuday subidues pagans under Timotheos in Gilead,
Galllee, &, v, 9-54.

Gorgind defeats Joseph and Azasias outside Jumnia
v. 556,

2 Macc.
iv. 71 accession of Antiochus Epiphanes.
iv. 7-8: sacerdotal intrigues of Jason.
iv. g=17: gymnasium, &c., introduced in Jerusalem.
iv. 1B-22: fresh intrigues of Jason.
v. 23-50: high-priesthood of Menclaus.
v. 1: expedition’ of Antiochus against Egypt.
v. 2-10: intrigues and death of Jason.
v. 11=21: Antiochus plunders Jerusalem,
v. 22 f.: Apollonius, his deputy, completes the work.

v. 27: Judas Maccabaeus and his followers leave
Jerusalem,

vi. 1-9: Athenian commissioner of Antiochus has
temple profaned and pagan customs established.

vi. 10 two Jewish mothers and their children® killed.

vi. 11z Jews burnt for keeping sabbath.

vi. 18-31: [Lleazar martyred for refusing to eat
swine's flesh. !

vii, 1-42: mother and seven sons martyred for refus-
ing to eat swine's flesh,’

viit, 1=7 : successful revolt of Judas,

viii. 8 . : Ftolemaeus, Nicanor, and Gorgias commis-
sinned to devastate Judaca.

viil. 1o 11 ¢ slave-dealers join expedition.

vifl. #2-232: mustering of Jews.

viti, 12 [ ¢« withdrawal of some.

vilt, 238-25 ¢ defeat of Nicanor,
viil, 30: defeat of Timotheus and Bacchides.

viii. 31 £.: entry into Jerusalem,

in. 1=28: miserable death of Antiochus,

X 1-§: prification of temple.

x5 : celebration of Hanukka-feast.

%. 9-11: accession of Antiochus Eupator, .
x. 15 f.: Judas® defeats ldumaeans, Timotheus, &e. -

1 This invasion of Egypt by Antiochus is not *second’ to the prcﬁminnrij)‘mmnmh south in iv. 21 (Bevan, foxse of
; il ‘

Nelewess, i, 2g7-8), bot the second of the campaigns against Egypt (cp.

xi, 25 £, which agrees

+ Maciabees), the first of which (170 B.C.) was really followed by the attack upon Jerusalem.

' “I'he question of circunaision.

* “The watllest mantyrology—an important tradition preserved by Jason, though the presence of the king at the

tortures, even if the scene it tranaferred from Jerusalem ta Antioch, is dramatic rat
¢ The epitamist (xi. 1-12) not only transfers this to the next reign but embellishes it in order to

r than historical.
the

success of Judas. U the other hand, he dates the death of Antiochus 100 early.  Whether the one error led to the

other, and, il o0, which was primary, it is impessible to determine.
¥ Thewe wars o0 the neiglibuars of the Jews may have lasted

logger than 1 Maccabees implies; and it is cven

Innl-uu hant et destaibe @il the epitomist las supplied in xii. 1 £ are 10 be crodited, but N&m E&I is not

in proceeding to set aside the

£

not alread es with the

in act that they began before the death of Antiochus. At his de .
hemrd (1 Mase, vt 3080 0f the Jewish rebellion s recordetl Gp o iv, 61, but this does not imply that the Jews
hroiled 1} ' i ding tribes. The moti c fu-tl;ng'

king had
assigned in 1 Macc. v, 1 i

t ve
o(l.hunuibu!s.pukdly nztaral, and is not to be explained as a mere nnhistorical echo of Neh. iv. 1.
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"1 Mace. 8 2 Macc.

s subdues Edomites and Philistines : v. 63-8,

SR o Antiichs Bowiors 1L 1

Accessic Antiochus VL

Judas attacks citade! of Jerusalem: vi. 18 £ )
i 1-12 ; defeat of Lysias.

xi. 131 ¢ Lysias arranges terms of peace.

s 16 Judas pumishes Joppa and Jamnia, &e,
defeats pagans under Timotheus' in Gilead, &c.

Lysias and Bupator imvade Judaea: vic 28 54, wiih. 0 £ 2 Lysas and Enpator invade Judaea”
ias concludes a treaty of peace: vi. 55-63, xiii. 22 £, ¢ treaty of peace.
Accession of Demetrius 1; Vil 1-4. Xiv, 12 | accession of Demetrius I
Alcimus installed bigh-priest by Baochides @ vii, 5-22. mi\‘iq sl Alomus W be rednstated  high-priest I
icanor,’

Nicanor's mission, attempt 1o seize Judis by treuchery, | iv, 1s=xv. 35 Nicanor's  mission, friendlines 1w
threats against temple, defeat and death : vii 23-47. Juidas, atenipe Goosewee himg threats against emple,

defeat and death.

Institution of feast ; vii, 48-50. xv, 361 institution of feast.

A broad survey of the two documents puts it beyond reasonable doubt that upon religious (ques-
tions like the resurrection of the boedy (e . vii. 11, Xiv. 40) and the prohibition of warfare on the
sabbath (viii, 27, xv 1 L), 1 Maccabees is decidedly more primitive_t%mn 2 Maceabees, It is prob-
ably the latter interest, among other things, which led the anti-1lusmonean epitomist ta omit all
reference to Mattathias (cp. 1+ Mace. ii. 39 [.; also il. 4y with its absence of any allusion 1o the resir-
rection). Niese (pp. 45 1) attempts to turn the force of this argument against the accuracy and
impartiality of 2 Maccabees by ascribing the introduction and prominence of Mattathias in
1 Maccabees to tendency—i. ¢. to the desire of glori fyi?; the later Hasmoneans through Simoen his
son. Dut the probabilities are against this theory. It is incredible that Jewish traditions went
wrong in glorifving the role of Mattathias: ‘the Rabbinic tradition (which iy independent of both
books of the Maccabees) recognized Mattathias as the principal figure in the struggle fur religious
liberty * (Abrahams, ap. ciz. 516). and this consideration corroborates the impression that it is the
omission of Mattathias in the epitome, not his rdle in 1 Maccabees, which is secondary.

The chronulugical disorder of 2 Maccabees, as has been already noted. further tells against the
hypothesis of its superiority to 1 Maccabees, The first part of the epitome closes with the feast of
the purification (x. 1-8), the secomd with the feast of Nicanor's day (xv. 300, The former feast is
apparently * dated after the death of Antiochus Epiphanes; but there is really ne sound reason for
doubting that 1« Maccabees kas preserved the correct tradition in the reverse prder of these events
(iv. 36 I, vi. 1 ) as well as in its description of the manner in which Antiochus died, while the entire
account of Lysias' subsequent actions (in 2 Mace. xi. 1 £) shows that the writer, or the sources on
which he relied, must have confused the two defeats of Lysias, It is not possible, with Niese, 1o
establish the listorical infericrity of 1 Maccabees on the basis of these incidents.

The historicity of the Roman correspondence in xi. 34 £ is also suppesed to be corriiorated not
only by the fact that, in keeping with contemporary usage, the cognemen is omitted (Niese. 1), hut
by the likelihoad that the Rumans would no more hesitate to negotinte with the Jews against Deme-
trius at this juncture than they hesitated to deal with Timarchus who wis in arms against the same
opponent (Diad. Sic. xxxi. 27 a: ep. Niese 63 £, 88 £, and, for a more cautious statement, Laqgueur,

L ity pp. 30 L), Still, these considerations do not amount to more thian the pussibility that such

ocuments (as o g. the letters from Antiochus 11 in Josephus, Alwtip. NIL iif) were compesed at an
early period by some Alexandriun writer who possessed goou knowledge of the situation. At most
they may reflect an historical nucleus, but in their present form the epistles of 86 16 [ are almost
certainly manufactured documents, like those in i-ii.

Here.as clsewhere, Niese's argumoents and researches prove that the sources (i. e. especially Jasun)
used by the epitomist cvince a knowledge of the age which is hardly likely to have been possessed

' An instance of the compiler'’s carelessness : he had already killed Timotheus (x. 37)
% Even Xiese (pp. 76 ) admics that 1 Maccahees at this point s plainly superior w0 the self-contradictions and
patrintic evasiond of 2 Maccabees. It is the inferior character of xii £ which has Jed sume eritics (lrom Grotios
onwards) to suspect that Jason is no longer used. 4

¥ 3 Maccabees, fusing the missions of laehides and Nicanor, obliterates the real course of events, but gives a not
{ncredible account f the later's policy and temper.
l_.!-r (Kritische L7 swm svewiten Mabkabserbuh, 1904, pp. 30 1), arguing that the Anthahus
23

of y was originully Antiochus Epiphanes, not Antiochus ¥, proposes to transfer x. 1-8 and % w0 their tiee
ﬂ&ﬁﬁurﬁ.y!’. But this is a fowr de force of criticism,
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I1 MACCABEES

by a Jewish writer after the second century B ¢. There are vivid touches which are more than
circumstantial, and independent notices which point upon the whole to the information of eye-
witnesses and contemporaries behind some of Jason’s narratives,  Upon the other hand, 2 Maccabees
exaggerates numbers generally (cp, e, g xiv. L with 1 Macc. vii. 1) and horrors invariably, abounds
in confused and contradictory notices (cp. e.g. on i 17, ix. 18, xi. 3, xiii. 23), and is repeatedly
unhistorical (see on iv. 21, ix. 2, 9, X. 11, xiii. 22, Xv. 33), besides containing some references (e.g.
to the vicarious suffering of the martyrs, vi. 28, and to sacrifices for the dead, xii, 43) which at any
rate suggest that it is less primitive than its predecessor.! The result is that Niese must be pro-
nounced more successful in establishing afresh the historicity of some details which are peculiar to
2 Maccabees, in opposition to ultra.scepticism, than in depreciating 1 Maccabees in favour of the
general trustworthiness of the epitome.  The epitomist, in fact, has the artistic temperament as well
as the pious aim of edification ; on both grounds he is naturally careless of the exact accuracy which
an historian pursues, and satisfied if he can produce his effects in 4 picturesque manner.  The relative
position of the two Maccabaean books may be, therefore, summed up in Wellhausen's verdict
(Coescldvhte®, p.246) - Niese's eriticism of the two Maccabean books has taught me a great deal, but
it has not convinced me that the second book is older than the first and that it deserves preference.
... We must not indeed look at everything through the spectacles of the first book. Nevertheless
we have no alternative but to make it our basis.'

§ 2. MSS, AND VERSIONS,

Second ® Maccabees (Maxxa 3aiwe B, Machabacorum liber secundus), like 1 Maccabees, is preserved
in A and \, as well as in a number of minuscules. Probably owing to the influence of Athanasius,
who objected to the Maccabaean books, it was omitted from the Ethiopic version (Rahlfs, ZAT IV,
1yol, pp. f3—4).  The Syriac version is paraphrastic and of less value than in the case of 1 Maccabees.
On the other hand, in addition to the pre-Hieronymian Old Latin or Vulgate version, there is a
version reproduced in Codex Ambrosianus 11 76 inl. (cp. A. Veyron's Cicoronis erationum pro Scaure,
pre Trlli et in Clodivm fragmenta inedita, 1824, pp. 73-117), and yet another in Codex Complutensis
(cp. S. Berger's Netiecs ot Extraits e lae Bibliothique Nationale, 18g5, Ep. 147—52). Four fragments
(iv. 39-44, 46-v. 2, v. 3-14, X. 1226, x. 27-xi. 1) recently published by Mercati (Kecne Piblique,
oz, 184 201, Framntenti Urbinati d' un’ antica versione latina del libro 11 de’ Maccabei editi ed
illustrati ') seem to be connected with the Peyron-text; iii. 13-iv. 4 and iv. 10-14, which also occur in
a fragmentary Breslau M3, (eighth or ninth century), are now published by W. Molsdorf in Z4 711
(1yo4, pp. 240-50). It is thus from the Latin versions, as representing varied types, that most help
is to be gained in the determination of the text. Still, the extant Greek text has been so badly
preserved at certain points, that neither the aid of the versions nor of conjecture is sufficient to yield
any sure confidence that we can have a text before us which approximates to the original.

§ 3- DATE.

The date of the epitome, and inferentially of Jason, cannot be fixed except within approximate
limits. It has indeed been argued by Niese (see below) that, as i. 1-ii, 18 represent a composition
of the author in 125-124 1. C. (L 7, 10a), this will date the cntire cpitome. But the integrity of
the introductory section must be abandoned (sce below) ; i, 10a only dates (or professes to date) the
particular letter to which it is appended: and, even on Niese’s showing, the loose connexion between
the introduction and ii. 1y f. would invalidate any argument from the date of the former to that of
the latter.  Furthermore, even supposing that 1 Macc. xvi. 23—4 formed part of the original work,
these verses do not necessarily presuppose a date subsequent to the death of Hyrcanus (cp, Torrey
i Lwey, b, 2859 [, as against Nicse on the one hand and Destinon, Wellhausen, and Abrahams
on the other), so that | Maccabees need not be assigned to a period (after 104 B. €.) subsequent
to the supposed date of the cpitome (when the latter, or its source, is placed shortly after the last
event which it records). The utmost that can be said, with any degree of certainty, as opposed to
Niese on the one hand and to Willvich ( Fudadca, 1900, pp. 131 ) on the other, is that the Zermimus
ad guem is ﬁxr.-.(l by the use of 2 Maccabees not anly in Fourth Maccabees and the Epistle to the
Hebrows (especially xi. 35 1) but in Philo (guod omuis probus liber, § 13), while the ferminus a quo
for its source is 161 B.C,, the date of Nicanor's defeat by Judas (xv. 1—36)—although, if xv. 36 is an

' *The Pharisiic author of 2 Maceabees may scatter angel rances and rising wonders over his romantic
work.  But the pivus contemporarics . . . of the Macnheung?bar:l were emt':n?with the providential wonders of
history ' (Cheyne, Origin of Psalter, 344 1),

* The first occurrence of the title is in Eus. Praep, Ewangel, viii. 94 devripa vav MaxxaSaiwv.
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to the book of Esther (ix. 21), the source of the epitome can hardly have been written earlier
130 1. €, while the epitome itsell must be later than 125 8.C.  Jason's work muay be dated,

roughly after 130 1 C.; the epitome probably falls net later than the first hall of the first
B¢, The internal evidence, as compared with that of 1 Maccabees, offers remarkably few
i s clues to its distance from the period of its subject.  The predilection for the supernatural in
the shape of apparitions (émgdrear, ii. 21), prodigies, and visions, vouchsafed from heaven to its
favourites in need, is neither une led in Greck historinns—indeed the a itivn of the two
¥ (iii, 6 ) recalls the cult of the Dioscuri—nor is it necessarily any proof of late composition.
i spring up carly on such soil, especially at some distance from the scene, and r titles
of the miraculous (so fur as they go back to the sources) may be contemporaneous in the main with
the events which they embellish (cp. Niese, pp. 34 ).  But the matter-of-fact air which pervades
1 Maccabees, in spite of its tendencies and omissions, invests it with superiority as an historical docu-
ment to 2 Maccabees, and superiority here is practically equivalent to priority,

There is ne obvious reason for conjecturing (so e.g. Kosters recently) that the latter is
deliberately and primarily an attack on the former, although there is perhaps as little fur sus-
| m that the epitomist (not Jason) was not familiar with the carlier document.! In any case,

a fine, if uncritical, enthusiasm for the heroes (privite as well as pablic) and the principles

of the Maccabacan rising: more specifically, as his pages prove, he was an Alexandrian Jew, a

rhetorical adherent of the Pharisces, who wrote, probably during the third or fourth generation

afterwards, in order to foster reverence lur the temple in Jerusalem and also strictness in the
observance of the Maccabacan festivals as a bund of union between the Jews of Palestine and kgypr

If the anti-Hasmonean bias of the book is emphasized, a more precise forminis o gue for its com-

sition might be found . 166 .., when the Pharisees broke with the Hasmoneans (so Hochield).

But this is not incvitable: 2 Muccabees might have been compiled shortly before thar date, under

stress of the growing antagonism, as naturally as after it.

§ 4 INTEGRITY AND CoMPOSITE NATURE oF THE TENT.

2 Maccabees, says Luther in his briefl preface, appears to be ‘zusammen geflickt aus vielen
biichern'. This is evident (@) in i 1-ii. 18, where some critics, like Grutz (‘Das Sendschreiben
der  Palistiner an die agyptisch-juditischen Gemeinden wegen der Feier der Tempelweile |, in
Monatsschrift fiir Geschichte nund Wiss, des Fudentnms, 1877, pp. 1-16, 49-72), N. Briill (* Das
Sendschreiben der Palastiner an die Alexandriner’, in Fakwrbicher fur judische Gesclichic wnd
Literatur, 1887, pp. 30-40), and B, Niese (op. cit. pp. 1oL}, have contended that there is only one
letter, opening properly at i. 1o after the introductory preface of i 1-g, while others, e, g. Bruston
(Zeitschrift fur die altiest. Wissenschaft, 1890, pp. 110 L), Willtich (Fuden nnd Gricches wor der
makkab. Erkchung, 1865, pp. 76 1), and Laquear (op. cif. pp. 52 £} have detected no fewer than three
(ini.1-7a, 7b-10a, 10b-ii, 18) ; the majority, however, rightly distinguish only two, in i, 1-10a
and i. 10 b-ii, 18, although opinion is still seriously divided npon the procise extent, ditte, and trist-
worthiness of both (cp. generally the older pamphlets by I Schiinkes: Fpiseulae yguac sccunida

Mackataeorum libro cap. I. vo 1—y legitur éxplicatio, 1844, Difficiliornm cpistulac quac 1T Mack. 4,

10 ad [1, 18 legitur locoruwm explicatio, 1847, with Kosters' essay in Theol. Tijdsclhrift, 1848,
. 681, C. Torrey's article in Zeitschrift fiir dic alttestam, Wisscnschaft, 1900, pp. 325-43, and
H, Herkenne's tull monograph, in Bardenhewer's Zibliscly Studion, vii, 4, on Dac Bricfe s Bogiou
des Zweiten Makbabiierbuelies, 1904). It is fair to start from the likelibood that. just asin xi. 2,
33. 38, the date of the first letter is placed at the end (i. 10a). The datein ver. 6 (i e, 144-143 1.C.)
Telers to a previous communication, to which the wiiter (or editor) nwkwardly refers in order to lend
wverigimilitude to his present praduction 43 one item of a correspomlenve between the Palestinian
and Egyptian Jews. The date assigned to this later epistle is 124 5,0, Those who join i 10a to

following letter are involved in the double awkwardness not only of beginning the letter with
the date but of placing a full stop after fuie in i. 7 (so Torrey), or else (ep. 1. M. Sluys, De Waccha-
bagorwm libris I et 11 quacsttiones, 1904, pp. 1-79) of taking i. 2-6 as an interpolation, The second
letter apparently comes from a different source; it is undated, cxc_c.-l:t generally after the death of
Antiochus Epiphanes, and the writers precede the receivers in the adiress (i. 1o b,e). But the object
is the same (i. 18a, ii. 16f. = i, gj—to bring out the historical and religious significance of the
‘Maccabaean feast of the Hanukka. Both epistles, as they stand, are specimens of the Alexandrian
‘epistolography which was fond of producing such documents for purpose of edification. At the
same time, the language of i 18 a (sé\horres dyear ara) and of i 16 (ué\dopres oln dypewr sed) s

} So e.g. Montet (Essai sur les Origines des Partis Saducéen of Pharisien, 1883, pp. 13 L)
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11 MACCABEES

a watermark of interpolation, the intervening paragml}l;:e being a legendary insertion based on.the
tradition of x. 3 ul:lrl::n'hagw on Ipist. Jerem. 36, retrospective allusion to Judas in ii. 14 is.
incompatible with the position assigned him in i. 10b, but it fits in with the aim o{nmm
within the great succession of Moses, Solomon, Jeremiah, and Nehemiah ; he ranks with Ne .
as a collector of the sicred scriptures, and with the others as a transmitter of the holy fire which
was essential to the sacrifices of the temple.

Whether authentic or not, these letters did not belong to the Jason-source, as the position of
the preface (i, 1y 32) and the discrepancy between the two accounts of the death of Antiochus
(i 12 £ and ix. 1 ) are enough to show, but there is searcely sufficient evidence to indicate decisively
whether both came from the same pen, and if so, whether it was the pen of the epitomist or of
another.  As the insertion (i. 18 b—ii, 15) is in all likelihoed his own work, the two letters which
form the framework may have heen found by him in some other source and prefixed to his
abridgement proper, instead of being placed chronologically in the narrative. It is a further question
whether he translisted vne (the second, according to Fwald’s History of the Feiws, Fng, Tr. v, pp. 467 [.;
the first. according 1o Schliinkes) or both (so e. g. Griitz, Brill, and Torrey) from the original Hebrew
(Aramaict.  Upon the whoele, it seems difficult to give a satisfactory answer in the negative, with
any positive evidence, to such @ query, although the rest of the book was undoubtedly written in
Greek (" Machabacorum . . . secundus Graecus est; quod ex ipsa quoque gpdrer probari potest’;
Jerome's Prologus Craleatis).

() Thisvpens up the intricate problem of the sources which lay before the epitomist.  Without
refusing to deny that he had access to a Jason-source, we may conjecture that not only in i. 1-ii. 18
but in the body of the epitome (c. g x. 32 1. and xii. 2 1) he occasionally employed traditions and
even documents from other quarters,’ e.g. (i, 10) from the famous Alexandrian Jew Aristobulus
fep. Schirer's Geselaclte, i, pp. 512 L), The conjecture. however, cannot be worked out with any
approich o definiteness.  Huchler, in his important Die Todiaden n. die Ouzaden tm 11 Makkabaer-
buche, e, (18g9), pp. 277 L. 39%-8, and Laqueur (0p. ¢it. pp. 72-87) have recently elaborated precise
theories of the use made respectively of Jason and of a supposed second source, involving frequent
transpositions of matedal.  The patent variations of style may lend some colour to the hypothesis
that Jason is specially employed e.g. in viii, 1 f, and that throughout the writer is often an in-
terpolator (e.g. in iii-v, ¢f. Buchler, pp. 277 f.) as well as an epitomizer. But as the available data
(even e g.in iv, 5-6 and viii. 20) are purely internal, they seldom enable us to check such theories,
and the pessibility—amounting to a probability—that Jason's large work already contained a variety
of oral traditions counterbalances any attempt to run literary analysis into a confident scheme. of
results.  Unfortunately we possess no independent clue to the character and scope of Jason's
treatise,  While the second book of ra Makkagaixd is an abridgement, it is not on the same footing
as c.g. the periockac of the lost books of Livy. 2 Maccabees is neither a bare synopsis nor the !
summary of a summary ; it is a literary composition, whose materials were selected from the |
original work of Jason. The latter's work has not survived, however, and even his personality is in I
dispute.  He has been precaviously identificd (Hevzield - Gesclicdte des Veolkes Tsrael, 1855, 445 1)
with the Jason of 1 Macc. viii. 17 ( = the Judas® of 2 Mace. i. 10, ii. 14), and even more arbitrarily -
his Jewish nature has been denied (Sluys, op. cit. pp. 74 £).  The name (lacwr Kuypnraios) has been A
foumnd in an Egyptian temple of Thothmes 1 icp. Sayee it Revwe des dtudes grecgues, 1894, p. 297,
spparently diating from the third century i, but, while this does not necessarily tell against a Jew,
the individual need not, on the other hund, be the author of the epitomist's source, His conneéxion
with Cyiene would supggest a more accurite knowledge of Palestinian sites and affairs than the
epitinne reveals @ its references to the latter are less reliable than in the case of the Syrian realm.

§ 5. AUTHORSHIP,

Whiic the relation of the book to 1 Maccabees resembles on the whole that of the books
of Chronicles Lo the hooks of Kings, in so far as a definitely religious pragmatism controls the
epitomist. the affinities of the latter are with the Pharisaic type of Jewish piety. He lays i
e upon legal prasis, the divine providence, recompense, the temple cultus, the sabbath, angels,
and the resurrection.  The last-named feature is bound up with the martyr-stories (cpp. vi-vii)
which luve floated the book into wide popularity throughout Christianity as well as throughout
Judaism.  They are wid with a detailed ghastliness which jars on modern taste. Probably *the

: Tt i dmpassille w pacertain whether an extra-Biblical touch like viii. 19§, was due to the author or to !m |
Awempis v slten been made to identily this Judas not with Judas” Maccabaeus bur with some udas
(50 e.g Ewald anil Niest), or 10 emend the text into rav Toudaior o ‘lovdaiay (Syr., s0 ¢.g. Torrey), or Toe
Apwrrigovkes "Ovig (Sluys), but in vain (cp. Grimm 36-7, Herkenne 65).
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y clothed themsclves for the writer in a halo of legend, and he tricks them out in
, that stifled literary jargon, which was the curse of third-rate authors in the
; but if you can penctrate tllmugz this repellent medium. can still touch an
once real and quivering ' (I, Bevan, Ferusalem wnder High Priests, 1yoy,
ymous author belongs to Alexandrian rather than to Palestimian Judaism, but
beyond this general inference it is not possible to pass with any confidence to theories, for example,
like the ingenious but unconvincing guess of Biichler (up. ct. pp. 396 £), that the author or final
editor was a Hellenistic Jew who reversed the polemic of the original (written by a Samaritan in
Egypt) against the temple in Jerusalem,

§ 6. INFLUENCE ON LATER LITERATURE.

(@) The usc of 2 Maccabees in Philo! and in 4 Maccabees (see above, § 3) is clearer than the
evidence for Josephus' acquaintance with it ; none of the latter's relevant passages (Autiy. X1 v. 1
= & Macc.iv. 1 £, X11.v. 5 = 2 Macc. vi. 2, XIL ix. 7 = 2 Mace. xiii. 3-8, XL x, 1 = 2 Mace. xiv. 1)
makes such a conjecture necessary.  More is to be said for the hypothesis that the epitome is
echoed in the Assumptio Mosis (cp. v. 1-4 = 2 Mace. iv. 11 Foow 8, & viii. 3. = 2 Macc vi. 4 f,
11, 28, &e.; ix. 1f.=2 Macc. vi. 18(; ix. 6 =2 Macc. vi. 11, vil, 3, x. 6, &) The edifying
narratives of the martyrs in cspecial led to haggadic developments in Jewish literature (cp. Zung,
Die gottesdionstlichon Fortrige der Foden, pp. 130 L), and also (4) in carly Christianity whete the
Maccabaean martyrs were eventually eanonized * and accorded a yearly festival { Auvgust 1st) in the
Greek and Latin churches (cp. Maas in Monatsschrift fur Gesehichte n. [Viss. des Tudenthums, 190¢,
PP 145-536).  This tallies with the early and widespread diffusion of the budk, from the period of
the epistle to the Hebrews down to Clement of Alesandria, Hippolytus, Origen, Chirysostom, and
Jerome.  Portions of it are read in the Roman Breviary (for October).

§ 7. THEOLOGY,

The later popularity of 2 Maccabees is due as much to the support found in it by the Reman
Church for dogmas like prayers for the dead (xii. 43, 43) amd the intercession of the saints
(xv. 11-16) s to the martyr-stories or the miraculovs and legendary incidents (erufuena). Otherwise
the theological ideas resemble those of the Pharisaic school during the latter hulf of the second
century #.C. The doctrine of retribution and chastening is naturally worked out with particular
care (vi. 12-17). The worst punishment is to be left severely alone by God, as is the case with
pagan nations ; the Jews, on the contrary, are chastened and thus prevented from lapsing into the
excesses of sin which draw down upon their neighbours (individuals as well as nations) the shattering
penalties of God cven in this life (cp. e.g iv. 38, v. 9 10, ix. 5-6, xiii, 4 [, xv, 32 (). The sufferings
of the martyrs. again, although duc to the sins of their nation. avail to expiate God s just anger
(vii. 33—%10n their fellows.  After death, only the righteous rise. and rise with their bodies i 11,
22 1, xiv. 46) to life eternal. i.e, apparently to participation in the messianic kingdom (vii. 2y, 33. 37,
xiv. 15) on earth. The similarity of this conception to that of Eth. En, Ixxxiii—x¢, where the scene
of the messianic kingdom is also on carth, suggests that 2 Maceabees, in its eschatulogical outlook
at this point. * belongs essentially to the second century ' (R. M. Charles. Esedasodgr, 18y, p. 2300
The outlook on the future, as might be expected from the nature of the subject, has nothing of the
catholic hope which dominated the best u} the O.T. prophets.

§ B, SreECIAL LITERATURE.

In addition to essays and monographs already cited : (a) entical editions of text in editions of LXX by Holmes
and Parsons (Vefus JTestamentum (rraece, v, 1827), Friwsche (Libri Apocryphi Vel Testam, Greece, 1871),
Tischendord (Vet, Test, Gracee, Bth ed., 1860), and H. B. Swete (The OWd Testament in Greek, i, 1894)
(6) annotated cditions by Cirotius (Alwwafadiones (8 Vit {citiomentam, VG440 G L & wrsgr fisaden exaged, Haemdeu &
s den Apacryphun des AT, 1857), Keil 1lipuig, 1837). Reuss (Lo fiiic, vi. V7o), E. C Bl (The stpeyplor of
e O.T., 1880, New York, pp. 550-614), W. R. Churton (Camon. amd Uncan. Scrigfures, pp. 481 L), Rawlinson
(Speaker's Comms., 1888, Londemy, Kimypl (K b's dpokryplen w. Promdepographen des AT, o1l and
Knabenbaver (in ( wrvas saor, s. Comment. on Vet, Tost,, too8): () g i1 h in Swmith’s Lt of
m?_?&. Welte in Werzer wmd Wolte's Kirckowlexicon |vik. 15220, Andeil’s Les dparvpions v FAwion
it { Flovenve, 1 zog‘;pp B6-115), Schilrer's Ciosdadote e fandishon Volbie® (il 1900, pp. a82-g1, Fuirweather
 Hastiogs® [t of Jible 1iil. 186-ga), Torvey in L vil. Ditdion (3860 791, C, F. Kent ' Lovael'c Mistwwical and
Hiogy Narratives {E;. 3B L, 387 L), Bertholet in Budde's Gesobfvhte of. althebraischen Literatur (pp. 345-301
F. in Cathelic Encyclopacdia (ix. 497-8).

Y Cp. Lucius, Der Eszenismus {188) 36-9,
9 '-c"aucndmcm{han}i?'mmmsmumrmaua of the same theme. The scene of the
martyrdom was transferred from Jerusalem to Antinch, where a basilica was erected in their honour .
The book's angelology is allicd to a belief in dreams (xv. 11).
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THE SECOND BOOK OF MACCABEES

T 1-1o0a, First document,

1  To the brethren, the Jews in Egypt, giceting. The brethren, the Jews in Jerusalem and

2 throughout the lamd of Judaea, wish you perfect peace; yea, may God do good unto you, and

1 rementher his covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, his faithful servants ; may he give you

4 all a heart to worship him and do his pleasure with hearty courage and 2 willing soul ; may he give

5 you an open heart for his law and fur his statutes, and make peace, and hearken to your supplica-

6 ticms ;. may he be reeonciled to you, and not forsake you in time of evil. Such, then, are our

: prayers for you in this place.  In the reign of Demetrius, in the hundred threescore and ninth year,

we the Jows have already written unto you in the extreme tribulation that came upon us during

these years, from the time that Jason and his company revolted from the holy land and the kingdom,

& setting the porcl vn fire and shedding innocent blood: but we besought the Lord, and were heard ;

wo ofttred sacrifice and made the meal offering, we lighted the lamps, and set forth the shewbread.

0 10 See that ye keep the days of the feast of tabernacles in the month Chisley, Written in the hundred
fourscore and cighth year,

L. teb—11. 18, Second docnment.

They that are in Jerusalem and they that are in Judaea and the senate and Judas, unto

Aristabulus, king Prolemy's teacher, who is also of the stock of the anointed priests, and unto the

vt Jews that are in Fayps, send greeting and health.  Having been saved by God out of great perils,
12 we tender great thanks, as befits us to thank One who arrayeth himself against a king. For Ie

14 flung awiy into Persia these who had arrayed themsclves against the holy city. For when the leader |
arrived, with a force that seemed irresistible, they were cut to pieces in the temple of Nanaea by
14 the treachery of Nanaca's priests.  Antiochus, on the pretext of marrying her, came into the place,
he and his Friends who were with him, that they might take a great part of the treasures by way
150f dowry; but when the priests of the Nanacon had set the treasures forth, and he had passed
with & small company inside the wall of the precincts, they shut to the temple when Antiochus had

16 entered : then opening the secret door in the panclled ceiling, they threw stones and struck down ‘
157 the leader, and hewing the company in pieces threw their heads to those who were outside.  Blessed
1% for all things be our God who gave the impious docrs for a prey.  Whereas we are now about to
celebrate the purification of the temple in the month Chislev, on the five and twenticth day, we

1. 7. nlready written, i.e, referring to some previons communication. The alternative (see Jnfrod. § 4) is to
take the perfoct (yrypigauir) in the sense of the epistolary aorist (¢ypdypauey, ii. 16), and render : se wrile, as if the
cuntext dated the present letter.

extreme tribulation (/v v BAifei eal v 73 deg), I e, that under Demetrius (see 1 Mace, xi. ?3). The hendiadys
of the exagjeration is too obvioos to justify Herkenne's (pp. 42-4) conjecture of ohey (= warlike attack) for deuy
(e Ive 13k

the kingdom, i.e. the theocracy ; }nm‘s apostasy is described in iv. 131 The following words are a loose
summary of the outrages subsequent to Jason's movement, and of the restoration under Judas (1 Macc. iv. 38, 50 1)

G sec that ye keep: i¢ in Egypt, as we do in the Hn’ly Land ; or, by sending representatives to Jerusalem. The
Maconbaeun festival of the temple’s reconsecration was called cither ru dyxalvaa (cp. John x. 22) or §) seqrorgyia
vin, 2) roi Naoedeo, being celebruwed for the same time and almost on the same lines {cp. 2 Mace, x. 6=7) as the feast
of tabernacles; only durng Chisler (December) instead of during Tisri (October). ‘

11, arrayeth himself. Reading, with Bruston and Herkenne, moparacoopére (cp. Zech. xiv. 3, LXX) for mapararod-
perol,

13. in the temple of Nanaea. i.e, the temple in Flymuis of Artemis or Aphrodité iep. Polyb. xxxi. 2; Joscphus,
‘é':.';. NEE e gy and - Appian Sye. 66) as idmlifl:ed wi\h’ltu: Persian goddess Anacn (Anaitis), or of the kubylnhn
P L FN

14, take . .. by way of dowry. For this diplomatic trick see Seneca's Oraf, Swas. 1, where Antony agrees 1o
marry Mlwnd at Athens for o dowry of a thousand talents. Antiochus is suid to have tried a similar device at
Hierapolis in Syria. )

17, gave the impious doers for a prey. In 157 1.c. Antiochus 111 lost his life in an attempt to plunder a shrine
of liel in the Elymaean bills, and Antiochus V11 {Sidetes) perished, in 139 B,C,, in baule against the Parthians ;
deigaeres duerle Deover |Appian. Sy 68).  The writer of the lotter may huve been so barren in imagination as to
have erbellished the death of this king (so recently Ti and Niese) with legendary traits drawn from the fate of
Antiochus Epiphanes, but it is the latter who is (emnmy.) meant,
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II MACCABEES 1, 18—2. 4

it our duty to inform you, that you too may keep the feast of tabernacles,—Now /concerning)
re, on the occasion of Nehemiah offering sacrifices, after he bad Mhboththst&myleaulgc
 you must know that) when our fathers were o be led into the land of Persia, the godly priests
at time took some of the fire of the altar, and hid it secretly in the hollow of a sort of

n, wherein they made it sure, so that the place was unknown to all men. Well, after many

it mmnmmhwum;_anamum_h{‘m king of Persia, and he sent in
of the fire the descendants of the priests who had hid it.  When they announced that they had
no fire, but thick liguid, he commanded them to dvaw out some and bring it to him : and when

the sacrifices had been duly placed (om the altar), Neheminh commanded the priests to sprinkle the
22 liguid both on the wood and on the sacrifices.  When this was done, after some time had elapsed
and the sun, formerly hidden in clouds, had shone ont, there was kindled a great blaze, so that all
g men marvelled.  And the priests offered prayer. while the sacrifice was being consumed, —pricsts
and all, Jonathan leadinﬁ:dnd the rest suying it after him. as did Nebemiah. fullowing was the
i : U Lord, Lond God, the ercator of all things. whe art terrible and stronyg and rightecus and
23 merciful. who alone art King and gracious, who alone suppliest every need, who alone art nighteous
and almighty and cternal, thou that savest Israel vut of all evil. who imadest the fathers thine elect,
a6 and didst sanctify them @ accept this sacrifice for all thy people Iseael, guard thine own Fortion,
27 and consecrate it.  Gather together our dispersion, set at !i berty them that are in bondage among
~ the heathen: look upon them that are despised and abhorred, and let the heathen know that thou
#, 29 art our God. Torment them that oppress us and in arrogancy shamefully treat us. Plant thy
o, 41 people in thy huly plice, even as Moses said.  Then the privsts sanyg the hymns,  Now as soun as
the sacrifice wis consumed, Nehemiah ordered the rest of the lquid to be poured on large stones.
- 32 And when this was done, a flame was kindled ; hut, when the light from the altar shone over against
A3it, it was extinguished. And when the matter became known, and it was told the king of the
Pérsians. that. in the plice where the captive priests had hid the fire. there had appeared the Hiuid with
34 which Nehemiah and his company purificd the sacrifice, then the king, after verifying the matter,
aa had the place made a sacred enclosure.  And the king exchanged gifts with those in his favour.
2% Nehemiah ind his company called this thing Nephthar, which is by interpretation. Cleansing : but
most people call it Nephthai )

| 21 It is also found in the records, that Jeremiah the prophet commanded them that were carried
2 away to tuke some of the fire, as has been already noted @ and how that the prophet chiargead them
that were carried away, after giving them the law: that they should not forgot the <tatures of the
Lord, neither be led astray in their minds, when they saw images of gold and silver, and the adum-
3 ment thereof.  And with other such words exhorted lie them, that the law should aot depart from
4 their heart,  This also was in the writing, that the prophict, being warned by Giud, commuanded the
tabernacle and ark to accompany him, and that he went away to the mountain which Moses had

18, the feast of tabernacles, Scveral critics (from Schliinkes and Grimm to Kosters and Kamphausen) supply
vite fpdpar before ris ooy yias, while Herkenne ndds =i, Something like roi dvveféirac or S8afivror or gasirros is
‘usually supposed, also, to have dropped out after wepés,  But if (as the Symac version sugfcsbs] wrpi is read for eai,
the text may be rendered as above (5o Torrey),  Here the long interpalation (i. 18 b-ii. 15) begins,
built. # &y alxoropneas (125, so Herkenne) for sicedogiens 18 an attempt to get vid of the unhistorical state-

ment about Nehemiah, whose prestige is exaggerated in another direction in i, 13,

20. announced. Tho meaningless fuiv (f0 wx) between dieongyear and pj bs rightly omitted by Rawlinson (with 6y,
43, Syr.) as the resalt of dittography (nouw I from Jeoiipnonr and then amended into quie),

26, thine own Portion. Deut. xxxii. 9.

2g, Cp. Baruch ii. 28-35. . 3

31 to be poured on. is involves the reading of waruyiv (A, vig.) for ausixow or earaoyriv, and cither the addition
of ¢=i (or «l¢) before Aiflove or the construction of xarayeir with a double accusative, but there is no more satislactory
explanation of a corrupt and obscare passage.

33-5. The wiiter appenls to the testimony of the pagan monarch, whose respectful attitude to the phenomenon of
the fire—as befitted a Persian—adds glory to this Jewish portent. - .

35, exchanged gifts, &c.  Reading, with V, éyupifers after olc —a nave Oriental methoil of expressing pleasure at
some hppg occurrence (op. Esth. ix. 19, 223 Apoc. John xi. 10],

; thai.  An infammable oil, like the modern naphtha, is in the writer's mind, but the etymology of the word
5b recovery. The writer equates N. with | e, il this is the print of the , which connects the

| of the fiery lquid with the puribcation of the tem . 18). e least un, fine of explanation
is that » cnu;f-?:thqewnodwhhmrmwﬂ’; t}ﬂmmahﬂ : for the sacred elementdl
Wm},ﬂﬁ?wmm qualities (cp, cand Sween's Lider die Wonalsnamen einiger witor

had in transforming a prophiet who radically indifferent, if not hostile, to the mitual of
nph:: :muin (cp- fuﬂher‘lxv. 14) e ,
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II MACCABEES 2. 5-32

5 climbed to view the inheritance of God. On reaching it Jeremiah found a cavernous chamber, in
which he placed the tabernacle, and the ark, and the altar of incense ; and he made fast the door.
6. 7 And some of his followers drew near in order to mark the road, but they could not find it. Now
when Jeremiah came to know this, he blamed them, saying, Unknown shall the a:imt be until God
& gather the people again together, and mercy come ; then indeed shall the Lord disclose these things,
and the glory of the Lord shall be seen, even the Cloud, as in the days of Moses it was visible, and
g as when Solomon prayed that the Place might be consecrated with solemn dour. It was also
1o marrated how he, in his wisdom, sacrificed at the consecration and completion of the temple; as
Muses prayed to the Lord, and fire descended from heaven to consume the sacrifice, so Solomon also
1y prayed, and the fire descended and burned up the holocaust ; [and Moses said, Because the sin
12 offering had not been caten, it was consumed in like manner with the rest ;] and Solomon kept the
cight days.
13 These things were narrated also in the archives or memoirs of Nehemiah; as well as how he
founded a library and collected the books about the kings and the prophets, and the books of David,
14 and letters of kings about sacred gifts. Even so did Judas collect for us all the writings which had
15 been scatteved owing 1o the outbreak of war,  They are still with us.  So, if you need them, send
some messengers to fetch them for you.
16 Seeing therefore that we are about to keep the purification, we write thus to you. You will do well,
17 then, to keep the days wf the festival).  Now God, who saved all his people, and restored to all the
& heritage, and the kingdom, and the priesthood, and the hallowing, even as he promised through the
Law,—in God have we hope, that he will speedily have mercy upon us, and gather us together from
under the (wide) hesven to the holy place : for he did deliver us out of great evils,and did purify the
place.
I1. 19-32.  Tle preface of the epitonist.

to Now the things concerning JTudas Maccabacus and his brothers, and the purification of the great
2o tomiple, and the dedication of the altar, and further the wars against Antiochus Epiphanes and
21 Pupator his son. and the heavenly apparitions vouchsafed to those that vied with one another in
mianful decds for the religion of the Jews—so that, in spite of their small numbers, they plundered
22 the whole country, and routed the barbarian hordes, and regained the temple renowned all the world
over, and freed the city, and restored the laws which were on the verge of abolition, since the Lord
23 showed faveur graciously to them: (all) this, recounted by Jason in five books, we will try to compress
2y into asingle valume.  For, in view of the flood of statistics and the difficulties presented by the mass
25 of matenal to those who desire to go into the narratives of the history, we have aimed at attracting
those who are fond of reading, at snioothing the path for those who like to memorize their facts, and
2b at being of some service to our readers in general.  As for ourselves, we have not found this self-
impesed task of abridging to be a light business.  On the contrary, we have sweated and sat up late
47 over it—just as there is no lick of work for any ene who has to superintend a banquet and look after
the interests of others. Still, to reap the gratitude of many, we will cheerfully undertake this
=& toilsome labour; leaving the historian to investigate details, we will exert ourselves to prepare
20 an epitome upon the usual lines. For as the masterbuilder of a new house has to look after
the entire edifice, whilz the decorator who undertakes to inlay and paint it has only to look out
50 what is suitable for embellishing the house, so, methinks, is it with us. To enter into details and
a0 goneral discussions and cliborate researchoes is the business of the original historian ; on the other
hand, any one who simply recasts the material must be allowed to aim at conciseness of expression
and to eschew any thoroughgoing treatment of the subject.
37 Well now, let us begin the story. We hive no more to add, by way of preface ; for it is truly
stupnd to expatiate in mntroducing a history and then cut short the history itself.

1o fire descended . . . sacrifice. A midrashic expansion of Lev. ix. 25-4. The Sl ic legend follows 1he
midrash of 2 Chron. vii. 1 in preference to 1 Kings viii. 62 £, and a precidem for the Macca ceremonial is
artificially found in the tradition of 1 Kings viil. 66 (2 Chron, vii, 8), The origin of the incoherent touch in verse i1
must have been also 4 midmshic paraphrase of Ley, x. 16 .

13 nbout sacred gifts, iov, about presonts made to the temple. A specimen is preserved in Ezra vii, 13f.  The
intervst of 2 Magoabees in the templ out incidentally cven in this allusion ; such letters are ranked

4:' :&w scripturesin Nebenuah's library, The next verse reflects the companion interest in the prestige of Judas
4 us.

18. Cp. Exod. xix: 6; Deut. xxx, 1~10.

L'i:ill. ‘xl;:uduud the whole country. In the sense in which Cromwell's troops swept over England during the
27. superintend a t. For the duties of the dpyerpi ? i i, 1-23 i
ﬂm"wh“‘hn%ur ,,2' ¢ du ?uh.t:]lunewm" {?) see Sir. xxxii. 1-2; John il &

134




I MACCABEES 3. 1-25

M. 1-39. The miraculons discomfitre of Selencus and Helivdorus in their attack
wpon the te at Ferusalem,

When the holy city was inhabited in unbroken peace, and the laws were kept right stricily,

“owing to the god’liinmcf Oniag the high-priest and his hatred of wickedness, it came to pass that

‘even kings themselves did honour the Place and glorify the temple with the noblest presents:

350 much so that Seleucus the king of Asia actually defrayed, out of his own revenues. all the expenses

¢ connected with the ritual of the sacrifices. But a certain Benjamite, Simon. who had been appointed

5 warden of the temple, fell out with the high-priest over the management of the city-market.  Unable

to the better of Onias, he betook himself to Apollonius of Tarsus, then governor of Coelesyria

6 Phoenicia, and informed him that the treasury in Jerusalem was full of such untold sums

~ of money that the wealth of the funds was past counting; they did not belong. he said, to the

7 accounts of the sacrifices, and they could be got into the hands of the king. So when Apolionins

met the king, he informed him of the money which had heen mentioned to him, and the king

chose his chancellor, Heliodorus, and dispatched him with onders to carry out the removal of

8 the aforesaid moncy, Heliodorus at once started on his journey, giving out that he intended to

visit the cities of Coelesyria and Phoenicia, though his real object wis to execute the king’s design.

0 On reaching Jerusalem, where he was courteously welcomed by the high-priest and the cityﬁ‘w

submitted the information which had beea given him, and explainad why Lc hited come, inguiring

1o further if this information was really true. The high-priest poinmted oot 1o him that there were

11 deposits belonging to widows and orphans, besides monies belonging to Hyrcanus, the son of Tobias,

a man of extremely high position (by no means what thit impious Simon had alleged), and that in

xa all there were four hundred talents of silver and two hundred of gold ; it was utterly impossible, he

added, that injury should be inflicted on those who had put their trust in the sacredness of the 'lace

13 and in the majesty and inviolable sanctity of the temple, honoured over all the world,  Heliadorus

had his orders from the king, however, and he replied that in any ciuse these monics must be

confiscated for the king's treasury.

14 So, having appointed a day, he went in to superintend the investization of the treasure.  And

15 there was no small distress throughout the whole city.  The priests, arrayed in their priestly robes,

flung themsclves before the altar, and cilled to heaven on him who hicd appointed the law regarding

16 deposits. bosecching him to preserve these treasures safe for the depositors,  And no one could lnok

at the mien of the high-priest without feeling a pang of heart.  His countenance anid chunged colour

17 betrayed the anguish of his soul. For terror and a shuddering of the body had come over the

18 man, which pliinly showed to the onlookers the gricf that was at his heart. A= fur the people in

the houses, they flocked out with a rush to join in common supplication that the Mlace should not be

19 dishonoured. The married women, girt under their breasts with sackeloth, thronged the streets, while

the maidens who were kept in ward ran together, some to the porticoes, others o the walls, wud

20 others to look out at the windows ; but all, stretching forth their hands towand heayven, made their

21 solemn sulpplic;l_lion. One could not but pity the populace all prostrate with wne accord, and the
anxiety of the high-priest in his sore distress.

3z Meantime, however, as they were invoking the all-powerful Lord to keep the deposits safe and

23, 24 sure for the depositors, Heliodorus proceeded to execute his orders.  But when he and his guards

had got as far as the front of the treasury, the Sovereign of spivits and of all authority prepared

@ great apparition, so that all who had presumed to enter were stricken with dismay at the power

25 of God and fuinted with shecr terror.  FFor there appeared to them i horse with a terrible rider, and

| 111, 4. warden of the temple. Whether this office correspanded to that of the sézan (or arpargy s ro@ ipot) or of the
ya(opihat (Josephus, Antig. XX ik 11, &e.) depends largely on the meaning assigned to rir xara rge mode dyvpavopine
{the w. L mopamopine being an attempt to smooth out the difficulty).  According to Biichler (oA o7 pp. 3305 cp. Devan,
House of Selencus, ii. 163) Simon the Tobiad, as arparqgyds, was also dpyiepeie in the sense that he exercised o certain
political control of the wmple affurs.  This identirication of Simon witg the Simon of Josephus, Antip. XTEL v, 10, is

{ to the alternative identitcation of Onias [ (Andiy. X1TLiv, 1 0] with the Onias of 2 Mace. i (soe.g. Schiitter,

Villrich, and Guthe in Encydd. Bitlica, 3504 £).

5. of Tarsus. Adopting Hort's convincing conjecture of Bupada for the Bpagaiov of the MSS.

7. Heliodorus. l'rabubly the Ileliodurus of the Dellan inscrptions (op. Deissmann's Bibde Studies, pp. 303-7)
The payment of the annual mstalnient of the war indemniy to Kome was one of the causes which made :'z govern-
ment press for money in any likely quarter.  Sitnon's information suggested a welcome and unespected sourve of
revenue,

" g. and. Inserting wai (V) after dpyoepioss.
%l. Wp the ]ﬂxl“l‘il- Alciliudes of Josephus, Antiy, X11. iv. 2-11, whom Wellhausen sees behind
Zech. xi. 4-17.
24 of spirits. This is the same expression as Lord of spirits in 1 Enoch xxxvii. 2, &e.
sumed to enter. The implied insolence (¢ v. 151 Is described in @ Mace. & 21 [n the following account,
horseman (ver. 25) seems o belong to o different tradition frons that of the other two (26 £, The latter
the work. Similar traces of fusion occur i ix. 6 £, as if the author had embroidered his with 1l :
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II MACCABEES 8. 25—4. 12
it was decked in magnificent trappings, and rushing fiercely forward it struck at Heliodorus with its

26 forefect.  And the rider scemed to be armed with a golden panoply. Two youths also appeared
before Teliodorus, remarkable for their strength, gloriously handseme, and splendidly mysd, who
27 stood by him on either side, and scou him unceasingly, inflicting on him many sore stripes. He
driopped suddenly to the ground, and thick darkness wrapped him round, but (his guards) caught him_
=8 up and put him into a litter, am:l caﬁn;d him l-_a:,_lw:i—cw;r:i_ed him Whob:‘:!d gﬂust ;n:mitd the Jowizma
treasury with a large retinue and all his . but Wwas now a utely helpless—recognizi
20 rleari;}tlw wvewié:\ might of God. Andg::hc had been laid prostrate, deprived of speech owing to
q0 God's steang hand, bereft of ll hope and succour.  But the Jﬂu blessed the Lord who had done
marvellons honour ta his own place ; and the temple, which a little before had been full of terror and
alanm. was filled with joy and gladness, thanks to the manifestation of the all-powerful Lord.
31 Now some of Heliowlorus' intimate friends at once bcsqlﬁl‘lt Onias to call upon the Most High,
e and o grant Bife to him, as he lay quite at the last gasp. ¢ high-priest suspected that the king
might imagine the Jews had perpetrated some foul play against Heliodorus, and he offered a sacrifice
31 fior the recovery of the man. But as the high-priest was offering the sacrifice of propitiation, the same
vourtg men appeared again to Heliodorus, arayed in the same robes ; and they stood and said, Give
Onias the hi',:‘l-pl‘i!‘st hearty thanks, since it is for his sake that the Lord has granted thee thy life;
g and do thoa sinee theu hast been scouryed from heaven, publish abroad to all men the sovereign
sa majesty of God, e when they had spoken these words, they vanished out of sight.  So Heliodorus
oftered sacrifice to the Lord amd vowed very great vows to him who had preserved his life, and, after
g taking a friendly farewell of Onias, he returned with his army to the king. testilying to all men the
15 decids of the supreme God which he had witnessed with his own eyes.  And when the king asked
Feliodvrns what sort of person would be suitable for another mission to Jerusalem, he said, [T thou
55 hast any enemy or conspiritor against the state, send him thither, and thou shalt get him baek well
sconrged—supposing he escapes with his life ; for the Place is really haunted by some power of God. l
a0 Fle whe dwells in heaven above has his eye upon that Place and defends it, smiting and destroying
those who approach it for ili ends.

L 4o—IV. 22, Jutrigres of Simon and Fason over the high-priesthood.

4o Such was the history of Heliodorus and the preservation of the treasury. But the aforesaid |
4 simon, who had infornied bout the money and betrayed his country. proceeded to slander Onias,
alfecing that it was he who had maltreated Heliodorus and who had contrived the whele mischicl
2 He dired v accuse of conspirmey the very man who had proved the bencfactor of the city; and the
guardian of his fellow-countrymen, and a zealot for the laws! And when the feud between them
3 went o such o pitch that une of Simoen's trusted followers actually committed several murders, Onias,
4 recognizing the danger of the contention, and observing that Apollonius, the son of Menestheus. as
2 aovernor of Cotlesyria and Phocnicia, was fanning Simen’s malice, betook himself to the king—not
that he went about to accuse his fellow-citizens, but simply with a view to the good of all the people,
o bl public snd private 5 for he saw that, unless the king intervened and interested himself, it was

impossible for the State to be at peace, nor would Simon abandon his insensate attempt.

i But when Scleucus died, and Antiochus, who was called Epiphanes, suceeeded to the kingdom, !
S Jason the brother of Unias supplanted his brother in the high-priesthood, promising in a petition to
u the king three hundred and threescore talents of silver, besides eighty talents from another fund ; in
addition to which he undertook to pay a hundred and fifty more, if he was commissioned to set up
v s g mmasiven and cphebenm and to register the Jerusalemites as citizens of Antioch. And when
the kinge bl siven Lis assent, Jason at once exercised his influence in order to bring over his fellow-
pevountrymen t Greek ways of life.  Setting aside the royal ordinances of special favour to the Jews,
oblained by Juln the father of Eupolemus who had gone as envoy to the Romans to secure their
friendship and alliance, and secking to overthrow the lawful modes of life, he introduced new customs
12 Iarbidden by the law : he deliberately established a gymnasium under the citadel itself, and madc

24. recognizing, Reading éreyvardrer, with the majority of MSS,, instead of dzepponira.
iV, 4, Mencstheus, Reading Mowirfioy, Hor's certain emendation of paiveoBn fwg or s, Cp i 217 Apollonius
was n,,-at“j‘uy exasperated at the mlm'mi{a e of his little plot.
7. B Jasen . .. promising, &c  If Jusephus is correct, however, the charge of simony is undeserved ; Jason
succeeded to his bml:er's position, as Onia:;t;:d leaving only an infant son (cp. Anfig, X1L v. 1). B
__ % toregister . . . as citizens of Antioch. The coveted title of * Antiochenes ' (cp. Schiirer, Gesck. fiid. Vollet',
b 10607 e Cloyaliste ' Go the Seleucid dynasty ind policy), carried with it certain privileges (cp. ver. 1) The
fate panslisg (B 130 0 conler on the Jews the privileges of Ashenian citizens is true 10 the Hellenistic and
lan prachivities of Antiovhus (Niese, pp. 39-301, who probably tried to atticize his Antiochene subjects.
11. See | Macc. viik 17-32.
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11 MACCABEES 4. 13-35
e noblest of the

' men wear the petasus. And to such a height did the passion fur Greel
m of foreign customs, thanks to the surpassing impiety of that godless
o high-pricst he !—that the priests were no longer interested in the services of the altar but

Nting the sunond neglecting the sacrifices, they Inaried 10 taks part o the unlawll
.!Md l::m«m after the quoit-throwing hg?t;m ! us setting at naught
heir fathers hanoured and esteeming the glories of the Greeks above all else.  Hence sore

o befell them ; the very men for whose customs they were so keen and whom they desired

17 to be like in evory detail, became their foes and punished them.  For it is no light matter 1 act

ﬁngondy against the laws of God ; time will show that.

18 Now games, held every five years, were being colebrated at Tyre, in the presence of the king.

1o and the vile Jason sent sacred eavoys who were citizens of Antioch to represent Jerusalem, with
three hundred drachmas of silver for the sacrifice of Heracles. The very bearers. however, judged

2o that the money ought not to be spent on a sacrifice, but devoted to some other purpose, and, thanks
to them, it went to fit out the triremes,

21 Now when Apollonius the son uf Menestheus was sent to Fgypt to attend the enthronement
of king Ptulemy I'hilometor, Antiachus. on Tearning that the latter was ill-disposed to him, eeded

22 to take precautions for the security of his realm. Thus he visited Joppa and travelled on to
Jerusalem, swhere he had a splendid reception from Jason and the city, and was brought in with
blazing torches and acclamation. Thereafter, he and his anmy marched dawn into Mhoenicia.

IN. 23-50.  Zutrilnes of Menelans.

23 Nowafter a space of three years Jasun sent Menclaus, the aforexaitd Simon's brother, to convey the

24 money to the king and to remind him of some matters which required attention.  But Menelaus gt

into favour with the king, whom he extolled with anair of impressive authority, and sceured the high-

25 priesthood for himself, outbidding Jason by three hundred talents of silver, (O receiving the royal

mandite, he appeared in Jerusalem, possessed of no guality which entitled him to the high-priesthood,

26 but with the passions of i cruel tyrant and the rage of 4 wild beast.  So Jason, wha bad supplanted

his brother. was in tura supplanted by another man, and driven as a fugitive into the country of the

27 Ammonites.  Menelaus secured the position. but he failed wpay any of the money which he lad

2% promised (v the king, although Sostratus the governor of the citadel demanded it As the latter

29 was responsible fir collecting the revenue, the king sumnmoned both men before him | Menvlavs left

his brother Lysimachus to act as his deputy in the high-priesthood, while Sostratus left (as his
deputy) Crates, the viceroy of Cyprus.

g0 At this juncture, it came to pass that the citizens of Tarsus and Mallus raized an insurrection,

31 because they were to be assigned as a present to Antivehis, the king's mistress; =0 the king went

J off hurriedly (to Cilicia) to settle matters, leaving Andronicus, a man of high rank, to act as his

32 deputy. Then Menelaus supposed he had got a favourable eppottunity. so e presented Aadrotcus

with some golden vessels which he had stolen from the temiple ;—others he had already sold wo Tyre

33 and the surrounding cities, On ascertaining the wuth of this, Unias shurply censured him, withdrvw ing

34 for safety inta the sanctuary of Daphne, close to Antioch,  Whereupon Menelaus took Andromious

aside and exhorted him to kill Onias. So Andronicus weat to Onias, gave him pledges by guile and

also his right hand with oaths (of friendship!, and persuaded him, despite his suspieions, tu vome out of

35 the sanctuary. 1le then killed him at once, regardless of justive,  This mude not only the Jews but

12. the petasus, i.c. 2 broad-brimmed felt hat, which, as the mark of Hermes, was the badge of the Asfiefeg,
The otiose tnorirewr of V protably aross fram dittography with the following tni seraooy,

16. For this idea of the punishment fitting the crime see ver. 38 (= Herod. iii. 64, v. 9-10; viii. 33, ix. 6, xiit. 8,
xv. 33, Wisd. xi 16, Test: Gad v. 10, )

18. The celebration of games, in imitation of the Olympic festival and the Panathenaea, was an important part of
the Hellenizing policy (ep. vi. 7). For the ganies held by Alesander the Great at Tyne sée Arrian i, 24. 6, il 0, 1,

20, thanks to them. Reading, with V', rdv mopacopsfirrar, instead of sde mymirrar,

z1. Antiochus, on learning t the latter was ill-disposed, &c. A\l the rep e uf Antus s
at the enthronement (myerehria or axhwin = the denehgrima of Polybius xxvii 12 8, v repilipem ssvatin ren
Saoheigny Sriw eis Ao ABwers) of the young Prolemy, evidently repwrtesd 10 s master that @ move was on s
regain Coelesyria for Egypt.  Antivchus took the iuititive hy concentratng his forces in Phoenicis.  The wrier,
I , merely the episode for the purpuse of b Jowear's servility,  In the following episede | j0- 41,
either be or his suw e must be assumed t have coloured and shaped the of Unias from the swory of prsce
Seleucus’ murder at the hunds of Andionicus (50 Wilineh's / wnd Gricchen, pp. 86 1, 120 £, and Wellhausen's
trasehiihes®, pp. 243 11, even though the murder of Onias is ias €. 5. by Nivse and Uuthe) to be lastorical.

y. o the semi-technical sense of Sdayos, the Egyprian court-tile jop. ver, 31 and siv. 26/, As Cyprus

ta the Proluniies, Crates can only have heen viceroy of the island during the later and brief occapation by
or

2. I
The is therefore proleptic, )
W L siror (62, 50 Niese) for meofds, with Sefuis Bl ped® Sawcan, and dzdarener (30 Niwse after
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11 MACCABEES 4, 36—b. 9

36 many people of other nationalities indignant and angry over the unjust murder of the man. So
when the king returned from the regions of Cilicia, the Jews of the capital (with the support of the

37 Greeks who also detested the crime) complained to him about the il murder of Onias. Antiochus
was heartily sorry about it, and was moved to pity and tears for the dead man's sober

39 ordered life ; inflamed with passion, he at once had Andronicus stripped of his purple robe, and
led, with rent under-garments, all round the city to the very spot where he had committed the
outrage upon Onias; there he had the murderer dispatched, the Lord rendering to him the punish-
ment he had deserved.

30 Now when many acts of sacrilege had been comunitted in the city by Lysimachus, with the
connivance of Menelaus the report of these spread abroad throughout the country, till the people rose
against Lysimachus: for by this time a large number of gold vessels had been sold in all directions.

46 Put when the people rme in a frenzy of rage, Lysimachus armed about three thousand men and
touk the uffensive with a bold charge, led by a certain Auranus,a man well up in mad folly no less than

41in years.  On realizing that Lysimachus was attacking them, however, some of the people caught
up stones, others logs o wood, and some snatched handfuls of ashes that lay near, flinging them all

42 pell-mell upon Lysimachus and his troops.  Tn this way they wounded many, felled some to the
ground, and routed the whole band, slaying the sacrilegious robber himselll beside the treasury.

4344 In comnexion with this affair, proceedings were taken against Menelaus, and when the king

45 reachid Tyre, three men sent by the senate laid their accusation before him.  Menelaus felt that all
was now over with him, but he promised a large sum of money to Ptolemy the son of Dorymenes,

afin onder to get the king talked over.  So Ptolemy took the king aside into & gallery, as though tn

47 et some frosh air, and induced him to change his mind, the result being that he acquitted Menelaus,
who was responsible for all the wouble, and condemned to death the hapless trio, who would have

48 been discharged as innocent, even had they pled before Scythians. This unjust punishment was

o inflivted instantly upon these spokesmien for Israel’s city and folk and sacred vessels; which moved

so some Tyrians, who hated the crime, to provide magnificent obsequies for them.  Menelaus, however,
still remained in power, thanks to the covetousness of the authorities, and, waxing more and more
vicions, he proved a great plotter against his fellow-citizens.

-

V. 1-27.  Profanation of lemple and oppression of Fews by Auntiochns Epiphanes,

512 Now about this time Antiochus made his second inroad into Egypt. And it sa befell that
theoushout #ll the city of Jerusalem fur almost forty days horsemen were seen charging in mid-air,
3 wearing robes inwrought with gold, armed with lances, and arrayed in troops: swords flashing,
opndrons of horse inarray, assanlts and charges repeated from one side and another, shields shaken,
spears massed together, darts hurtling to and fro, the sheen of golden trappings, and corselets of all
4 kinds.  Which made all men pray that the apparition might betoken good.
5 Now a false rumour got abroad that Antiochus had died. Whereupon Jason took not less
thun o thousand men, and mide a sudden attack on the city; the troops stutioned on the walls were
6 routed, and, as the city was now practically captured, Menelaus took refuge in the citadel, while
Jason proceeded to slaughter his fellow-citizens without mercy, reckless of the fact that to get any
advntoge over kin=folk i< the worst kind of disudvantage, and imnagining to himself that he was winning
7 trophies from foes and not from fellow-countrymen. He failed to secure the place of power,
Bowever: and in the end he reapal only shame from his conspiracy, and had to pass over again as
5 a fugitive into the country of the Ammonites. As for the end of his wretched career—imprisoned
midder Arctas the Arabian prince, flying from city to city, pursued by all men, hated as an apostate
froan the Juows, and loathed as 2 buteher of his country and his fellow-citizens, he was expelled into
' Fgvpt, e who had driven so many into exile, died himsell in exile, crossing over to the Lace-
dhaemonians, with the idea of finding shelter there among kinsfolk. He who had flung out many

40. Auranus. The variant reading * Tyrannus ' (Tupdswou, V; £p. Acts xix. g) is more likely to have arisen from
the uncommon Alfpavev (A, 55, 74, 106) than vice versa. The latter, even when read as Aipdrov, cannot mean
*homo in Auranitide ', which would be Adpavizios or Alpasrirgs,  Nor is there any connexion between this assassin's
nwme and Eleazar's title of Avaran (Adapir) or the *atabber’ (7) in 1 Macc. ii. 3.

Vo A imprisoned. Owing 1w the compressed style of this | ge, which pitul encrally the closing
adventures of Jason, the conjectural rsuling épehnflay (= arraigned ; %o read many editors from Luther and Grotius o
Cernum ), instend of Spedartoy (cp, Nestle's Sepluaginti-Siudien, iv, p. 22), is plausible, but the lack of connexion in
the epitome bere is cnough 1o explain how Jason could be described as flecing from city to city after being a prisoner.
Probulily Freyer gors with dyebrurthis iop, iv. 32), and mépas with saxis is. The easier 7. /. MaBer (V) enables
mypag Lo be !Ev.u not in an absolute construction but in close connexion with the verb,

u. kinsfolk. Cp. 1 Maee, sii, 213 Josephus, Wars, i, 36,3, Onthe origin of the legend see Hﬁchhr.m-‘il..mﬁi
L Winekiur (Afferment. Fovsodugen, L. 3. 563 £) takes the Maccabaean references as editorial on
a misunderstanding of the onginal 2¥n2,
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II MACCABEES 5. 10—6. 10

‘a corpse to lie unburied had none to mourn for him, nor had he a funeral of any kind or place in the
1 sepulchre of his fathers. Now when _ Mwmmmwmthw.hm
3 was in revolt. He therefore started from Egypt in a fury, stormed the city, com
 soldiers to cut down without mercy any one they met, and to slay those who sheltered in their
13 houses.  So there was a massacre of young and old, an extermination of women, and children.
4 a slaughter of virgins and infants. tnﬂanmnrthru.dnysmzy : were destroyed,
forty thousand of them in close combat, and as many again were into slavery. Not content
with this, he dared to enter the most holy temple on carth, under the puidance of Menclaus, who
16 proved himsell a traitor both to the laws and to his country ; he laid polluted hands on the sacred
vessels, and off with his profane hands what ather kings had dedicated to enhance the glory and
17 honour of the I’ Uplifted in spirit. Antiochus dill not consider that it was en account of the sins
of those who dwelt in the city that the Sovercign Lord wis provoked to anger for a little while ; hence
8 His indifference to the Place.  Had they not been involved in so many sins. this fellow would have
fared like lleliodorus, who was sent by king Seleucus to pry into the treasury —he would have been
19 seourged as seon as he pressed forward, and turned back from his presumption.  But the Lord did net
206 choose the nation for the sake of the Place; he chose the Mace fur the sake of the nation. And so
the P'lace, after partaking in the calamities that befell the nation, shured afterwards in its prosperity ;
forsaken in the wrath of the Almighty, it was restored again in full glory when the great Sovereign
became reconciled,
21 Antiochus, then, carried off rom the temple eighteen hundred talents and hurried away to
Antioch, thinking in his arrogunce to make the land savigable aml the sea passwble by fout—so
~ 22uplifted was he in heart.  He also left governors behind hine to ill-treat the Jewish peaple - ax
Jerusalem, Philip, a Phrygian by race, whose disposition was more barbarous than that of his
23 nmuister ; at Gerizim. Andronicus; and, besides these. Menclans, who lovded it worst of them all
24 over the citizens. And in malice against the Jews he sent the Mysian commander Apollonins with an
army of two and twenty thousand, under orders to sy all those that were of full ige and tn sell
25 the women and the younger men.  This fellow, on resching Jerusalem, playved the vole of a man of
peace, waiting till the holy day of the sabbath; then, finding the Jews av rest from work, he com-
26 manded his men to parade in arms, put to the sword all who came to see what was going on, and
27 rushing into the city with the armed men killed great numbers, Judas Macabaeus. however, with
about nine others got away, and kept himself and his companions alive in the mountains, as wild
beasts do, feeding on herbs, in order that they might not be polluted like the rest.

%
*§

V1. 1-31.  Enforced Hellenization of the Fesvs.

81 Shartly after this the king sent an old Athenian to compel the Jews to depart (om the Jaws
2 of their futhcm, and to cease living by the laws of God ; further, the sanctuary in Jerusalem was to
be polluted and called after Zeus Olympius, while the sanctuary at Gerizim was also 1o be called

3 after Zeus Nenius, in keeping with the hospitable character of the inhabitants. Now this proved a sare
4 and altogether crushing visitation of evil.  For the heathen filled the temple with riot and revelling,
dallying with harlots and lying with women inside the saerad precinets, besudes bringing in what

5 was forbidden, while the a'tar was filled with abominable sacrifices which the law peohibited.  And
6'a man could neither keep the sabbath, nor celebrate the feasts of the fathers, nor so much as
7 confess himsell to be a Jew.  On the king's birthday every month they were taken—hitter was the
necessity—to share in the sacrifice, and when the festival of the Dionysia came round they were

8 compelled to wear ivy wreaths for the procession in honour of Disnysas,  On the suggestion of
Ptolemy. an edict was also issued to the neighbouring Greek cities, urdering them 1o treal the Jews
gin the same way and force them to share in the saerifices, slaying any who refused w it
10 Greek ways. Thus any one could see the distressful stute of atfaivs. Twa women, for example,
were brought up for having circumcised their children ; they were paraded round the city, with

23. And in malice against the Jews. Omitting (with V) sodiray mover, 23, and tukmg fywe . . o dseylh with
H00 {2t N e, v kg b i & it ox . olicial e probabiy i
24. co A e e a derogatony epithet or an ol title ; "oz
both.  The Mysians (Meosd, cp, Folyb, un.";. 5 1] ':_tmul a special division o guard in the Seleucnd irmses, ar;i the
unique formistion Momipyys means * oo ler of the Mystans ' o), Kesmuyiny, Xil. 2 = 6 50 rar Kemmer, for the
form, though pwrsdiyne would mean *governor of Mysin ). But the idl-repute of the Mysians (Mords fryurm, o
scoundrel) suggested a play on the term, as if it meant *detestable ringleader’,
37. Cp.x. 6, Heb. si. 37-6
B T e O e evation - o/ soyel biiTolag e oo bon
. month. For the monthly « W see e from
m.mw ;mmm.udhﬂed by Schurer inf;mhm'i Zestschrift fior iie nentestamentizche W isson-
- schaft (1g01), pp. 48-52.
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11 MACCABEES 6. 11—7. s

11 their babies hanging at their breasts, and then flung from the top of the wall. Some others, who
had taken refuge in the adjuining caves in order to keep the scventh day secretly, were bet:
to Philip and all burnt together, since they scrupled to defend themselves, out of to
honour of that most solemn day. .
12 Now | beseech the readers of this book not to be discouraged by such calamities, but to
13 that our pevple were being punished by way of chastening and not for their destruction. Fe
indeed it is a mark of great kindness when the in_lpious_ are not let alone for a long time, but
iy punished at once.  In the case of other nations, the Sovereign Lord in his forbearance refraing from
punishing them 4l they have filled up their sins to the full, but in our case he has deter-
15 mined otherwise, that his vengeance may not fall on us in after-days when our sins have reached
16 their height.  Wherefure he never withdraweth his mercy from us: and though he chasteneth his
17 own people with cilamity. he forsaketh them not.  So much by way of a reminder to ourselves
after these few words we must come back to our story.
18 Eleazar. ome of the principal seribes, a man already well strickenin years and of a noble counten-
1y anee, was compelled to eat swine's flesh.  But he, welcoming death with renown rather than life
2o with pelliutive. wdvanced ol his ewn accord 1o the instrument of torture, affording an example of
hew ten sheuld come farward who have the courage to put from them food which. even for the
21 patural love of life, they dare not taste.  Now those in charge of that forbidden sacrificial feast took
the man aside, for the sake of old acquaintance, and privately urged him to bring some flesh of his
own providing, such ax he was lawfully allowed to use, and to pretend he was really eating of the
22 sueritice which the king had vrdered, so that in this way he might escape death and be kindly treated
23 for the sake of their old friendship.  But he with a high resolve, worthy of his years and of the
digmity of his descent andl of his grey hair reached with honour and of his noble hife from childhood
and, still more, of the holy laws divinely ordained, spoke his mind accordingly, telling them to
24 dispatch him to Hades at once. ' It ill becomes our years to dissemble,’ said he, “and thus lead
many younger persons W fmagine that Eleazar in his nincticth year has gone over to a heathenish
45 veligrion. 1 should leadd them astray by my dissimulation, for the mere sake of enjoying this brief
stvand momentavy life, and 1 should bring stain and foul disgrace on my own old age. Even were I for
the moment to evade the punishment of men, 1 should not escape the hands of the Almighty in
2z bife or i death.  Wherefore, by manfully parting with my life now, I will show myself worthy of my
2B old age, and leave behind me a noble example to the young of how to die willingly and nobly
20 on behall of our reverend and holy laws.  With these words he stepped forward at once to the
instrument of torture, while those who a moment before had been friendly turned against him,
3o deeming his language to be that of a sheer madman. Now, ]iust as he was expiring under the
strokes of torture, he groancd out, The Lord, who hath holy knowledge, understandeth that,
although I might have been freed from death, I endure cruel pains in my body from scourging and
31 suffer this gladly in my soul, because I fear him.! Thus he too died, leaving his death as an
;xamplc of nobility and a memorial of virtue, not only to the young but also to the great body of
is nation.

gi%

o

VIL 142, Martyrdem of scven brotlers and their mother.

71 Italso came Lo pass that seven brothers and their mother were arrested and shamefully lashed
with whips and svourgus, by the king's orders, that they might be forced to taste the abominable

2 swing's flesh,  Rut one of them spoke up for the others and said, Why question us?  What wouldst

A thow learn fiem us? We e prepared to die sooncr than transgress the laws of our fathers. Then

4 the kings in his exaspieraticn, ordered pans and cauldrons to be heated, and, when they were heated
mmnehia telys ordered the tongue of the speaker to be torn out, had him scalped and mutilated

5 befure the cyes of s bothers and mother, and then had him put on the fise, all maimed and
crippled as he was but <till alive, and setto fry inthe pan.  And as the vapour from the pan spread

. 18 of a noble countenance, was pelled.  Rending sidurros royydrar jyoyedfero (19, 53, 62, 93, Syr.; V om.
drvayairmv) with Nicse and Nestio (Sept-Studien, iv, 20),

0. affording an example. Tor seerorn b (= but spat out the flesh first), which comes in awkwardly, read
rporeminas (30 one minuscule: Nestle, pp. 20-1) as above, which tallies with 27-8 better than mpwreioas (VA). The
less natural alternative is to omit 8 (with Niese) and read rimov (so Grotius) for rpanev,

23 descent. Fur g () or yiiws (V) oread, with Niese, yévous.  The two considerations of age and race are
developud in the fullowing clauses, whete smrrmbss ‘R.\'.mrgin. 50 A, 52, 55, 62) is prefernble w dravpogs (RV. text),

26, Ly Flebs 531, 80 555 also 250 19 and 30 with Helb xi, 35 (#Ahos 87 dropmara@noan), and vii, 38 with Heb. si. 3

VIL ¢ HepernsEannpras rifers (o the practice of the Scythians; the typical s sce above, iv, ¢47) and
Red Im%nndm East, who flayed and scalped their vicm mud- i\'m. - : “-‘, :
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11 MACCABEES 7. 6-36

and their 1 exhorted one another to di¢ mobl{‘.utteﬁngthuewards: The Lord
waldeth this, and trisly hath compassion on us, even as Moses declared in his Sonyg which
against them to their face, saying,
And he shall have compassion on his servants,

7 And when the first had died after this manner, they brought the second to the shameful torture,
iuhﬁ‘:ﬂ‘ the skin of his head with the hair and asking him. Wilt thou eat, before we punish thy
# body limb by limb? But he answered in the language of his fathers and said to them, No. 50 he
'y too underwent the rest of the torture, as the first had done.  And when he was at the last gasp, he said,
Thou cursed miscreant! Thou dost dispatch us from this life, but the King of the world shall raise
10 us up, who have died for his laws, and revive us to life everlasting.  And after him the thivd was made
a mocking-stock. And when he was told to put out his tongue, he did so i once, stretching forth

11 his hands ceurageously, with the noble words, These I had from heaven: for His name’s sake
1a I count them naught; from Him I hope to get them back aguin.  So much so that the king
himself and his company were astounded at the spirit of the youth, for he thought nothing of his
13 sufferings. And when he too was dead. they tortared the fourth in the same shameful fashion.
14 And when he was near his end. he said : "Tis meet for those who perish at men’s hands to cherish
hope divine that they shall be raised up by God again; but thou—thou shalt have no resur-
16 rection to life.  Nest they brought the fifth and handled him shamefully,  But he locked at the
king and said, Holding authority among men, thou doest what thou wilt, poor mortal; but dream
17 not that God hath forsaken our race. Go on, and thou shalt ind how 11is sovercign power wiil
18 torture thee and thy seed ! And after him they brought the sixth., And when he was at the point
of death he said, Deceive not thyself in vain!  We are suffering this on our own account. for sins
19 against our own God, That is why these awful horrors have befullen us.  But think not thou shalt
20 go unpunished for daring to fight against God! The mother, however, was i perftet wonder ; she
deserves to be held in glorious memory, for, thanks ta her hope in Gaod, she bravely bore the sight
21 0f seven sons dying in a siagle day.  1°ull of noble spirit and nerving her weak woman s heart with
the courage of a man, she exhorted cach of them in the language of their fathers. saying, How you
22 were ever conceived in my womb, T cannot tell! 'Twas not I who gave you the breath of life or
23 fashioned the clements of cach ! "Twas the Creator of the world who fashioneth men and deviseth
the gencrating of all things, and he it is who in merey will restore to yon the breath of life even
24°as you now count yoursclves naught for his laws' sake. Now Antiochus felt that he was being
humiliated, but, overlooking the taunt of her words, he made an appeal to the voungest brother,
who still survived, and even promised on cath to make him rich and happy and a Friend and
25 a trusted official of State, if he would give up his fathers’ laws.  As the young man paid no atten-
26 tion to him, he summoned his mother and exhorted her to counsel the lad to save himsell. So,
27 after he had exhorted her at length, she agreed to persuade her son.  She leant over to him and,
befooling the cruel tyrant, spoke thus in her fathers' tongue: My son, have pity on me. Nine
months I carried thee in my womb, three years I suckled thee; I reared thee and brought thee up
28 to this age of thy life.  Child, I bescech thee, lift thine éyes to heaven and earth. look at all that s
therein, and know that Gad did not make them out of the things that existed. So is the race of
zg'men created.  Fear not this butcher, but show thysclf worthy ot thy brothers, and aveept thy death,
30 that by God's merey [ may receive thee again together with thy brothers:  Ire she luwl finished, the
young man eried, What are you waiting for? [ will not abey the king's command, | will obey the
31 command of the law given by Moses to our fathers.  Rut thouw, who hast dovised all manner of ovil
32 against the Hebrews, thou shalt not escape the hands of God,  We are suffering for our own sins,
33and though our living Lord is angry for & little, in order to rebukc and chasten us, e will again be
34 reconciled to his own servants:  But thon, thou impious wretch, vilest of all men, be not vainly
35 uplifted with thy proud, uncertain hopes, raising thy hand against the heavenly children ; thou hast
g6 not yet escaped the judgement of the Almighty God who sesth all.  These our brothers, after

. Song which testifieth . .. face. This sententious description of the Song (Denr. xxxii, 36) is not only out of
kecping with the wise em sedne, but far-fetched ; the testimony of the Somg in question was bome against faithless
Israel, not against outside

18, Some MSS, insert 2 I:ghrc.;w yip after, &, Niese, reading the latter, and following V* (@) and V

I 1 A

(yeysieaper), s {for B (Loecsmmnd Divew deserved panssliments. it the above reading, t
dmndem'tiui[fy ﬁupl. yields a goutdl sense, = . "

23. men. For dparor yiserw read with Niese defp for ikt the first ye ing rey d for i
from the second. ) )

Ly

24. overlooking. o (* suspecting ') read  caepopares (N = exprofrantic wove  despectn) with

ngzuu For the promised rank of Friend (1. 14, vili. 25, | Macc ii. 18, &c.) soe ln&umunn‘s'a'-‘tﬁv-.-\‘!m.
1

l.'l;’. reared thee. Umitting (with 71, Vg, ) the anncli of wai Tpughugbugn (= camal  sustaswed Hice, lit.
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Il MACCABEES 7. 36—8. 20

enduring a briel pain, have now drunk of everflowing life, in terms of God's covenant, but thou shalt
37 receive by God‘n‘}ndgunmt the just penalty of thine arrogance. I, like my brothers, give up body

and soul for our fathers' laws, calling on God to show favour to our nation soon, and to make thee
18 acknowledge, in toriment and plagues, that he alone is God, and to let the Almighty's wrath, justly
3u fallen on the whole of our nation, end in me and in my brothers. Then the king fell into a passion
40 and had him handled worse than the others, so exasperated was he at being ed. Thus he also
41 died unpolluted, tusting absolutely in the Lord,  Finally after her sans the mother also perished.
42 Let %E is suffice for the enforced sacrifices and the excesses of barbarity,

VIIL 1-36. Revolt and carly successes of Fudas Maccabaens.

8 But Judas, who is also called Maccabaeus, together with his companions, went round the
villages by stealth, summoning their kinsfolk and mustering those who had adhered to Judaism. till
» they collectod as many as six thowand.  And they invoked the Lord to look upon the people whom
sall men appressed, to hive compassion on the sanctuary which the godless had profaned, and also
to pity the ruined city shich was on the point of buing levellil with the ground, to hearken to the
4 Wlood: thit cried to bim, to remember theimpious massacre of the innocent babes and the blasphemies
= committed against his name, and to manifest his hatred of evil.  Now as soon as Maccabaeus had
gor his company together, the heathen found him irresistible, for the Lord's anger was now turned
o into merey. e would surprise and burn both towns and villages, gaining possession of strategic
7 positionis and vouting lange numbers of the enemy, Tle took special advantage of the night for such
attacks,  And the whole country echoed with the fame of his valour.
#  So when Philip saw that the man was gaining ground inch by inch and adding daily to his
sticevsses: lie wrote to Ptolemy, the governor of Covlesyrin and Phucnicia, for support in maintaining
o the king's cause. The latter lost no time in selecting Nicanor, the son of Patroclus, one of the fore-
mast ameng the king's Friends, whom he dispatched at the head of no fewer than twenty thousand
trowis af all natiopalities to exterminate the entire population of Judaca: and with him there was
associated Gorgias, a military commander who had considerable experience of active service.
10 Nicanor, however, determined to sell the Jews into slavery, and so to make up the sum of two
11 theasind talents which the king owed by way of tribute to the Romans, He therefure sent at once
e the maritime towns, inviting them to purchiase Jewish slaves, whom be promised to sell at the rate
of ninety a talent—little imagming the judgement that was to overtake him from the Almighty.
1z Now when Judas was informed of Nicanor's inroad, and when he told his followers about the
13 arvivid of the host, those who were cowardly and seeptical about God's judgement ran off and decamped,
14 while others sold all their remaining possessions and withal besought the Lord to deliver those
v whom the mpiows Nicanor had already sold before the battle ; and this, if not for their own sakes,
at least for the sake of the covenants made with their fathers and for the sake of His reverend and
v gloviuus name, by which they were called.  Hut when Maceabacus had got his men together, six
thousand in number, he bade them have no fear of chains and slavery und no dread of the vast
t7 number of the heathen who had attacked them wrongfully; let them fight nobly, keeping before their
s the wanton and liwless outrage of the heathen gpon the holy place, the shocking and despiteful
18 violence done to the city, and further the overthrow of their ancestral polity. They trust to arms
and daring deeds; he said, but we rely upon the Almighty God, who by a nod can lay low our
v enemies, ayve and the whole world.  Then he rehearsed to them the aid repeatedly vouchsafed in the
duys of their ancestars. as in the days of Sennacherib, when a hundred and eighty-five thousand
6 perished, and as it the battle fought against the Galatians in Babylonia, where only eight thousand

36. drunk. Hort's conjecture, memawar, for the MSS. merrdxor, restares the original sense of the passage.

VIl 4. massacre of the innocent babes, Cp. above, vi. 10, and 1 Mace, 1. 61,
6. villages. wauar *villages®) is to be read for yapas,
routing . . . enemy. Cp. Heb. xi 34.

13, God’s judgment. i.e on their foes (cp. ver. 11), Contrast the account of 1 Macc. it g6,

14. those whom . . . sold before the battle. i.e.not siray caplives picked up by the way but the speakers
themselyes, wham Nicanor had sold in advance,

16, six thousand in number, Dut this was the original number of the army (ver, 1)!

slavery. For rois mokeunuy (V) or rois sodspns read rois deopoir, which bas been altered in A into rois Seopio,
as the variant (19, 62) raie mehduois has been altered into rois sodguioe.

18. by anod. Cp, Apoc. Bar, xxi. 5, &c.

the whole world. For the tumn of expression see 1 John ii. 2. )

20. the battle . . _ in Bnhrlnuh. Nothing s known of the engagement which forms the subject of this
exaggeratod lumst.  The lein thowsand, whe are obviously Jews, may have been #hting wither under m;:
Coreat against o bucy of Callic merconaries under Maolon, the rebellious satrap of Media (221-220 1. C.), or, carlier,
the ranks of Antio bus Soter 1251-261 1.0, who is said to bave won his title (Appian, Sy 66) from his efforts against
the Gallic maiders in Asia Minor, 3
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11 MACCABEES 8, 1209, 4
thousand Macedonians, took the field, and where, after the Macedonians were

T , the thousand slew the hundred and twenty thousaml, owing to the aid vouchsafed
from heayven, and won rich booty. With these words he inspirited them and got them ready
¢ laws and for their country, Ile then divided his army into four, and put his brothers
?: various divisions, Simon, Joseph, and Jonathan each being in command of fifteen

also made Elcazar read aloud the holy Book, and taking * God's Help ' as a watch-

-

24 word put himself at the head of the first division, and engaged Nicanor. And, since the Almighty

fought on their side, they slew over nine thousand of the encmy, wounded and disabled the greater

25 m of Nicanor's army, and forced them all to flee. They also sccured the very money of those who

26 had arrived for the purpose of buying them. Then, after pursuing them for some distance, they were

obliged to turn back on account of time ; it was the day before the subbath, and therefore they made

27 no cffort to follow them up. So, after collecting the arms of the enemy, and stripping them of their
spoils, they attended to the duties of the subbath, loudly blessing and praising the Lord who had

28 preserved them unto this day and thus begun to show them merey ; after the sabbath, when
they had apportioned part of the spuils to their own wounded wnd to the widows and orphans, they

29 shared the remainder among themselves and their children.  This done, they united in supplication,
beseeching the Lord of mercy to be fully reconciled to his servants,

1o Inan encounter with the forees of Timotheus and Bacchides. they also killed over twenty thousand
and got possession of some extremely high strongholds, securing a large quintity of plunder which
they distributed equally with themselves not enly among the wounded, the orphans. and the witlows,

3t but also swumong the older peaple,  Then. after colleeting the arms of the cnemy, they stared them all

a2 carcfully in the most important forts. conveying the rest of the spoils 1o Jerusalem.  They also slew
Phylarches, who belonged te Timotheus' forees, o most impious scoundre!l who had inflicted serious
i1injurics on the Jews. And while they were celebrating the victary in the city of their fathers, they
burned Callisthenes amd some others, whe bad set fire to the sacred gates, and who had taken refuge
a4 in @ small house ; thus did these men receive the due reward of their iimpiety.  As fur the thrice-

45 accursed Nicanor, who had brought the thousand merchants to buy the Jews for slaves. those whom
he reckoned of no account humbled him by the help of the Lord ; doffing his splendid uniform, he
had to make his way alone, like a runaway siave, straight across country to Antiech, having fared

36 disastrously in his expedition and baving left his army annibilated.  So the man who undenook to
sccure tribute for the Romans by selling the Jerusalemites into captivity, proved the means of
showing that the Jews had i Champion and that they were invalnerable since they fullowed the laws
which He enacted.

IX. 1-2g, The wmiserable death of Antiochus Epiphanes,

9 : Now about that time it happened thin Autiochus had to beat a disorderly retrest from the region
2 of Persia. He had entered the-city called Persepolis and tried to rob temples and get hold of the
city ; whereupon the people flew to arms and routed him, with the result that Antivchus was put to

3 flight by the people of the country and broke up his camp in disgrace. And while he was at

4 Licbatana, news reached him of what had happened to Nicanor and the forces of Timotheus. So, in

22. Joseph, here and in x. 19, Is an error of the author or of a copyist for John (cp. £ Mace. ix. 36 ).

23. made Eleazar read aloud. Reading (Vg, £, 1y, 62, 64, 93, so Grimm, Rawlinson, and Kamphausen)

payreem for mapavayveis (AV. Irittsche, Swetc). ' God's Help' is a play on the name of Eleasar,

26, 27. The real reason was not sabbatarian striciness (ep. 1 Mace, iv. 17 L), and the spoiling of the enemy is
ante-dated (cp, + Mace, iv, 18, 23, On the Sabbatarianism sce above, vi. 11, and Jub. 7, 613,

27. after collecting the arms. Herg, though not in ver. 31, dwkokigsjrera aizece might alss be rendered, * having
piled their urms * (contrast 1 Mace, iv. @), ‘ i _ i

thus begun to show them mercy. The ty rending, evifarros (* distilled '), is less well supported than
rafavros (as above, cp. ver. §) or rafarr (62). Niese, reading the latter, with xai after adrois, renders, ‘to him who
had preserved them and appointed this day to be the beginning of mercy for them.

24 to be fully m:uncifed. L€, to show the permanence of his fivour Ly continung to crown their efforts with
success,  Grimm quotes a similar phrase from Euseb, #. £, viil, 16.2 (rix frios wpoveiar . . . 7§ piv alris catadhar-
vopérs Aag, of the cessation of persecution ).

3% & small house. The Emm af mentioning the smallness of the house (rixifivnw, a real diminutive) is obviously to
contrast the number who took refuge in it This telly, together with the position of cfmar after Raddirfiene, in Livour
of me s instend of mferyirva (as ﬁCanmhummlhrmiyhanm-whuhid himself in the hut or cottage).
of xai rivas d\Aovs after Kadho @iy, and of deopigarro for dropigara.

reward of their im . For the phmse cp. = Pet. ji. 13.

35, fared disastrously. ing tmepdyar Ouo e prpws,

o AK 2, was not in Elymals i conseyuently, unless * Llymais " in § Mace. §. 6 is & corruption (cp. Cheyne
an' m'uém. 3060, there s 4 raglucal ¢ iction between the two narratives,  See i, 121
successfully, a to Appian (Syr. 66)

3. Ecbatana, the capita! of Medin, was not near the route of his flight to Babylon (1 Mace. vi. 4).
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11 MACCABEES 9. 4-24

a transport of rage, he determined to wreak vengeance on the Jews for the defeat which he had
suffesed w1 the hands of those who had forced him to fly, and ordered his charioteer to drive
on without haltirqlg\ till the journey was ended. Verily the judgement of heaven upon
imminent ! PFor thus he spoke in his arrogance: When [ reach Jernsalem, I will make it a common
5 sepulchre of Jews. But the all-secing Lord, the God of Israel, smote him with a fatal and
" stroke: the words were no sooner out of his mouth than he was seized with an e pain
o the bowels. and his internal organs gave him cruel torture—a right proper punishment for one who
+ had tortured the bowels of other peaple with many an exquisite . He did not cease from his
wild insolence, however, but waxed more arrogant than cver, breathing fire and fury against the Jews,
and giving orders to hurry on with the journcy. And it came to pasy that he dropped from his
8 chariot as it whitled along, so that the bad fall racked every limb of his body. Thus he who in his
swerweening lightiness hid supposed the waves of the sea were at his bidding and imagined he
could weigh the high mountiins in his scales, was now prostrate, carried alony in a litter—a manifest
o token ty all men .-lf.' the power of God. Warms actually swarmed from the impious creature's body ;
hix fesh fell off, while he was still alive in pain and anguish: and the stench of his corruption turned
1o the whuole aomy from hiny with loathing, A man who shortly before had thought he could touch
vithe stars of heaven, mone eould now endure to carry, such was his intolerable stench. Then it was
that, Broken in spirit, he began w abate his arrogance, for the most part, and to arrive at some know-
ledge of the truth,. Foras he suffered more and more anguish under the scourge of God, unable
e even to bear his own stench, he said ;. Right is it that mortal man should be subject to God, and not
13 deem himsell God’s equal. The vile wretch also made a vow to the Lord (who would not new
b e pity on him), promising that he would proclaim the holy citv free—the city which he was
15 hurrving 1o Ly Jevel with the ground and 1o make a commen sepulchre—that he would muke all
the Jews equal to citizens of Athens—the Jews whom he had determined to throw out with their
16 children to the beasts, for the birds to devour, as unworthy cven to be buried—that he would
asdorn with magniticent offerings the holy sanctuary which he had formerly rifled, restoring all the
sacred vessels many times over, and defraying from his own revenue the expense of the sacrifices:
17 furthermuore, that he would eyven become a Jew and travel over the inhabited world to publish abroad
1 the might of God. But when his sufferings did not eease by any means (for God's judgement had
justly come upon him), he gave up all hope of himself and wrote the following letter, with its humble
supplication, to the Jews:
19 To his citizens, the loyal Jews, Antiochus their king and general wisheth great joy and health
<o and prosperity.  If youand your children fare well and your affairs are to your mind, I give thanks
21 to God, as my hope is in heaven.  As for mysclf, I am sick.  Your esteem and goodwill I bear in
loving memory.  On my way back from Persia | have fallen seriously ill, and I think it needful to
2z take into consideration the common safety of all my subjects—not that I despair of myself (for,
23 on the contrary, I have good hopes of recovery), but in view of the fact that when my father marched
24 into the upper country, he appointed his successor, in order that, in the event of anything un-

B

K. Cp.v.21; bsnoxbosz, 1 15,

u. worms, &e. A conventional doom for blas per fep. Acts xii. 23). The narrative of Jason
probably describied the diseasce as a result of the fall from the chariot. The epitomist not only puts in the supernataril
toach of ver, g, bt some of the high colouring in the edifying sequel.

i1 broken in spirit. V' reading ((rorefpovoudrs) may mean cither that he grew steadily worse (Dissell) or that
e was sufﬁ::in{: severely (ar nstance of meiosis, so Grimm and Kamphaosen) ; but the vanant of A (refpavepdmg, 50
Fritzche, Rawlinson, &c.) gives & better senege, and Niese's conjecture that sera oriyugv has arisen by dittography
from g (Cpe 62, paoreyune) 18 very plausible. ' Ferner muss man mit 19, 62, 64, 03 lesen: zai dv dmiyoman
Foyerfan ahplens® e yop paioreys mmeodponos Taiv dhynlidos kai pgdé Tov dopns Suwapevos dvixeafian et (Keitif, p, 113)

1

In ver 42 dmepifion (A 55, 71, 74, 106, 243) is probably (so Grimm, Bissell, Kamphausén) a gloss upon {rede
tep. PhilL i 65 Aesch, Peraae, 830, &c).

17. become 8 Jew, &c. The narrative makes Antiochus outdo even Nebuchadrezzar (Dan, iv. 37) in the way of
abjest penance, or at least of promises. _

14 the following letter, with its humble u;? lication, The letter does not answer to this description, and, as

addressed to Judas and his party, is entirely out of keeping with the facts of the situation, Bevan (Howse of Seiesins,
oA ke ke Niese g0, defende in by supposing that it was originally meant for the Hellenizing Jewish communit
uf ferusalem, which Antiochus affected to regard as the genuine article. He calls them yunorol in the sense in whk.g
the Cavalnas i seorvenieenti-eontury Eogland were called the *honest® party (cp. €5 Aristoph, Frags 783 Shiyer w8
vpeperde dor . dinil deseribien liimselt 8 their orparypis | o 2 by way of flattery, implying that he was id 10 be
Hrpteges i Jerusalem no less than in Athens. Had the author, or Jason, composed the letter, he probably
wve coloured aml shuged it tie the context.  Its very discrepancies with the present setting tell in favour of the
hypothesis that it reflects some authentic document.
. 2 1 am sick, Your esteem. koo The wsyodeton is awkward, bat it is more awkward to insert o pj before
uﬂ:-_-c W bkt by efore g, and Lranslite 1’whh Rawlinson): * | am sick, otherwise | would have remembered,
o iretudnimg the e hefore Sampriss, which probubly arose from the last syliable of the preceding efiveiar).

23. marched into the r country. Cp. 1 Macc. iii. 57. ;

24. anything unex| . A euphemism for the king’s death, like * the coming event * (ver, 25).
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I MACCABEES 9. 24—10, 16

or any unwelcome news arriving, the residents at home might know wham the
| been entrusted to, and so be spared any disturbance  Besides these considerations. as
nticed how the princes on the borders and the neighbours of my kingdom are on the alen
1 W andl anticipate the coming event, I bave appointed my son Antiochus to be king.
; committed and commended him to most of you, when | hurried to the upper provinces.
6 | have also written to him what | have written below., 1 therefore exbort and implore you to
remember the Eubhe and private benelits you have received and to ve, each of you, your
 present goodwill toward me and my won. For I am convinced that with mildness and kindness he
“will adhere to my policy and continue on good terns with you.
88 5o this murderer and blasphemer, after terrible suffering such as he had inflicted on ather people.
29 ended his life most miserably among the mountaing in a foreign land.  His bosom-friend Philip
~ brought the corpse home: and then. fearing the son of Antiochus. he betook himself 1 Prolemy
Philometor in Egypt.

. X. 1=8. The temple purificd and the feast of dedication instituted.

10+ Now Maccabacus and his followers, under the leadership of the Lord, recaptured the temple and
2 the city, and pulled down the altirs erected by the aliens in the maurket-plice, as well us the sacred
ginclosures.  After cleansing the sanctuary, they erected anvther altar of sucrifice, and striking fire
out of flints they offered sacrifices after a lapse of two years, with ncense, kimps, wnd the presentation of
3 the shew-bread.  This done, they fell prostrate before the Lord with entreatios that they might never
again incur such disasters, but that, il ever they should sin, he would chasten them with forbearance,
§ instead of handing them over to blasphemous and barbarous pagans.  Now it sa happencd that the
cleansing of the sanctuary took place on the very day on which it had been profancd by aliens, on
6 the twenty-hifth day of the siane month, which is Chislev. And they celebrated it for eight days
with gladness like a feast of tabernacles, remembering how, not long before, during the feast of
7 tabernicles they had been wandering like wild beasts in the mountuins and the caves, o, bearing
wands wreathed with leaves and fair boughs and palms, they offered liymns of praise to him who had
# pros d the cleansing of his own place, and also passed & public order and dicree that all the
ia‘wlsh nation should keep these ten days every year,

X. g-38. Further campaiyns of Fudas,

g. 10 Such was the end of Antivchus, who was calicd Epiphances.  We will now expliin what vecuried
- under Antiochus Eupator, the son of that gudless man, stnmarizing the calamities of the wals
11 When he succeeded to the throne, he appointed a certain Lysias as his chancellor and as supreme
12 governor of Coelesyria and 'hoenicia.  For Ptolemy. who was called Macron, hadd set an example
of justice to the Jews in righting wrongs done to them, and had endeavoured w deal amicably
13 with them.  For this he wasarraigned before Eupator by the king's Friends ; onevery <ile he heard
himself called a traitor for having abandoned the island of Cyprus which Philometor had entrusted
to him, and for having sided with Antinchus Epiphanes: so, feeling unable to maintiin the prestige of

his position, he took poison in a fit of despair and made away with himseli,
14 But when Gorgias became governor of this district, he maintained a force of mercenaries and kept
15 up war with the Jews at every turn. Besides that, the Idumaeans, who were in possessiin ol important
strongholds, harassed the Jews and did their utmost o keep the feud going by weleoming the refugecs
16 from Jerusalem. But Maccabaeus and his men, after solemnly imploring and beseeching God to

29, bosom-friend. A Hellenistic court title (cp. Frinkel in Alerthimer on Pergmon, viii 1, pp. 1101 £) here s
in Acts xiii. 1 and in the inscription of Delos (see above, on il 7) which assigns it 1o Heliodorus.

X, 3. striking fire out of flints.  According 1o the view that only fire obtamed thes fresh from saure,
i.e, struck from or otherwise {cp. i. 22 £}, could be used to rekindle altar-fires. “Two' years is a mistake for
‘three” (cp. 1 Macc. iv. 54).

6, wandering, &c. v, 27, Heb, xi. 37-8. ] _
1, a Lysias. The ofi-hand allusion to Lysiss (ras) i3 on o par wath the unhistorical conception of the
regent's position (cp. 1 Mace. iik. 33, vi. 17, &c.

12, For gives the reason why Lysias was made governor of Coelesyria aned Phoenicia, which IMolemy (op. viil. &)
had hitherto ruled. The boy-king must have been o puppet in the bands of Lysias @ the laiter was ible fur the
impeachment of Ptolemy, who was evidently suspected by the anti-Semites on much the same pretest as
Desdemona (F She did deceive her father, marrying you, And , . L

3 lhhln{: Friends, This title was revived by the phaluns of political mercenaries in tll!dtmmh century
Ceorye {1l As though, saul Junius, the mass of Enghishmen were enenies of the king !

; G _lmmm,ﬁwthluﬂw varants (s iras, ey iaw, iy . &) gives

'2:-‘-1“ but the words i=' dfuuias (56), though poorly supported by MS. evidence, are tou vivid and essential

‘bea . B
lsm;‘ i.e. Hellenistic Jews expelled by Judas.
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11 MACCABEES 10. 17—11. 4

+ fight on their sile, rushed at the strongholds of the Idumacans and, after a vigorous assault, captured
the positions, beating off those who manned the walls, slaying any whom they came across, and
1% slaughtering no fewer than twenty thousand. No less than nine thousand took e in two
1y extremely strong towers. which were well equipped to stand a siege ; so Maccabacus left Simon and
Joseph, together with Zacchacus and his division, as a force adequate for the sicge, and went off
26 in persen 10 various places where he was needed.  But the covetous retinue of Simon allowed them-
selves to be bribed by some of those inside the towers, and let some of them slip out, on payment of
a1 seventy thousand drachimns, When Maceabiaeus learned of what had oceurred, he summoned the
leaders of the mativa and accused them of selling their brethren for money, by setting their enemies
2 free 1o fight aguinst them; then he slew these men for having turned traitors and instantly stormed
23 the twa towers.  Suecessful in every feat of arms which he undertook, he destroyed in the two
strongholds more than twenty thousand men,
=3 Now Timothens, who hiwd been previously defeated by the Jews, mustered a foreign foree of vast
stor, ol rrisedd o large detichment of Asiatic cavalry, and arrived in Judaea as though he meant
=5 1o eaprare it by force of arms.. But on his :n%a]mmcll Maccapacus and his men sprinkled earth upon
a0 their heads g girded their loins with sackeloth, in supplication to God, and falling down upon the
step in front of the altér besought Him to show favour graciously to them, to be the enemy of their
+7 eneiiios, and the sdversay of their adversaries, as the law affiemeth.  Then rising from prayer they
took up their arms and advanced some distance from the city, halting when they drew near to the
o8 enciny.  And when the dawn came, the two armies joined battle; one had a pledge of success and
victory, not only in their valour but in their appeal to the Lord, while the other side were impelled
s b struggle by their own passions. And as the fight waxed fieree, the enemy saw five resplendent
e then from hewven on hoeses with golden bridles, who led on the Jews and took Miccabaeus between
them, sheltering him with their armour and preserving him scatheless; they also showered arrows
and thunderbolts on the encmy till, blinded and disordered, they were utterly bewildered and cut to
it 32 picees,  Twenty thousand five hundred were slain, with six hundred horsemen, and Timotheus
hipsell touk reluge ina strongheld called Gazara, whichh was very steongly fortificd under command
31 0f Chaereas.  The troops of Maccabaeus laid cager siege to this fort for twenty-four days, during
3 which tune the besiced, who relied on the strength of the place, blasphemed furiously and gave
i vent o impious eries.  But, as the twenty-fifth day dawned, twenty youths from the Maccabaean army,
burning with anger at all this blasphemy, stormed the wall like men, and in a wild fury of passion
36 proceeded to cut down cvery one they met.  Meantime others had followed them up by a wheel
movement and had set fire to the towers, kindling fires and burning the blasphemers alive, while
7 some buest the gates openvand admitted the rest of the band.  So they captured the city, and killed
Timothens, who had concealed himselfl in a eistern, and his brother Chaercas, and Apollophanes.
w5 Dhaving aecomphished this fear, they sang hymns of thanksgiving, blessing the Lord who rendereth
great services to Israel and giveth them the victory.

XL 138, Defeat of Lysias, and terms of peace arranged.

11 & Quite soon aifter this, Lysius, the king's guardian and kinsman and chancellor, who was seriously
=iy at what had taken place, collected about cighty thousand infantry with all his cavalry and

3 s hed against the Jews, intending to make the city a residence for Greeks, 1o levy tribute on the
tenple as on the other sacred places of the pations, and to put up the high-priesthood for sale

4 vvery year ;o for he never reckoned with the might of God, but was pufied up with his own myriads

14, Zacchaens (cp, viil 22 is otherwise unknown, unless his name s explained from 1 Macc, v, 6. Thus Grotius
vonjectured that the original reading heré was el vl ro Zaxyaiov,

=1, selling their brethren for money. i.c. betraying the wider interests of the nation for the sake of pecuniary
advantage to themselves,

24. Asiatic cavalry. The Iranian cavalry were a famous item in the Seleucid anmies; but if Trwovs here is
equivalent to Aorses, probudly Media is intended specially.

:é. sprinkled earth upon their heads. See xiv. 15 and 1 Macc. xi. 71,

25, as the law affirmeth. Cp. Exod, xxiii. 22,

28, came. Literally *succeeded the night ' (Sodexopdns as in Wisd. vii, 30).

30. led on the Jews, &c.  Keading ‘Tovbaies, o ni xrh. (instead of ‘lovbaiwe of dio xat xrh). Alo is the gloss of a
serilie whe wished e empliasize that Judas was escorted by two of the , one on cach side (so Grimm).
. 3% Gazara. Geser wi really captured by Simon (1 Maee, xiii. 43 ), but, in this extract, the credit of the exploit
w srigned 10 the treeps of Judas, the only Maccabee in whom the book is interested, and the :.8;%: retold in order

s

o lering ot the religious linaticism of the Jewish army (cp. Kosters in Theolog. 7ijdschript, 1 :
steeny, s, on & ridee of the Sh !l;uum-vi:n%mcnyofjm_m; u:}e;ehujﬂ" 2 s the
womst froan the north’ (G, AL Smith, Mist. Googr. of Holy Land, pp. 215E), ‘But, i story is taken as an independent
narrative, Gazara must be identified with Jazer (1 Mw‘l{ v. 8) mpgl&u%.m ¥ b i
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11 MACCABEES 11, 5-33

y and thousands of cavalry and eighty clephants.  On entering Judaea, he came up to
strong fort about five | from Jerusalem, and pressed it hard. Now when Mml:bzcuu
is men learned that he was bes qinf the strongholds, they and all the people wailed and wept,
hing the Lord to send a good angel to save Tsrael.  Maceabacus himself was the first to take
he urged the others to jon him at the hazard of their lives, in order to succour their
Are So they sallied forth, all together, right willingly. And ere ever they had left Jerusalem,
_ mﬂd at their head, in white apparel, brandishing weapons of gold ; and they joined in
blessing the merciful and were still more encouraged ; ready now to break through not only
but ferocious buasts and walls of iron, they advanced in array with their heavenly :fly—ﬂ;r the
i m had imercy on them. And leaping like liuns upon the Ge, they slew eleven thousand of
32 their infuntry, and sixteen hundred of their cavalry, and forced all the rest to flee.  The majority
only excaped with wounds and the loss of their arms, while Lysias himself had to save his life by
a3 a disgraceful flight,. Now Lysias was no fool.  Thinking over the defiar he had sustained, and
4 recognizing that the 1lcbrews were invincible, thanks to the mighty Gud who was their ally, he sent
- to persuade them to agree to a fair and comprehensive settlement, undertaking that he would cven
15 induce the king to become their friend.  Muccabacus agreed to all the terms propused by Lysias,
thereby showing a sagacious regard for the interests of the people, since the king did grant all the
36 written demands which Maccabacus made to Lysias on bchah of the Jews, Now the letter addressed
- by Lysias to the Jews was to this effect : _ _
17 Lysias to the people of the Jews. greeting.  Your envoys, Juhn and Absilomn, have presented the
‘13 appended petition and asked for a decision upon its contents, 1 have therelure informed the king
1g o whatever had to be laid before him, and he has agreed to all that conld be granted.  If you will
- 20 maintain your guodwill toward the State, [ will endeavour in futture (o protnote your interests, and,
as for this particular business, I have instructed your representitives and my own to confer with
21 you. lare ye well.  Written in the hundred and forty-cighth year, on the four and twenticth day
of the month Dioscurus.
22 The king's letter ran as follows:
23 King Antivchus to his brother Lysias, greeting.  Now that ovr father hith passed over to the
gods, it is our pleasure that the subjects of the realn should live undisturbed and attend to theirown
24 concerns.  As for our Jewish subjects, we understand that they object to our father's project of
bringing them over to Hellenism, preferring their own ways of life and asking peanision to follow
25 their own customs, It is our will therefore that this nation also shall not be disturbed, and we luve
decided to give them back their temple and to permit them to live after the manner of their
26 ancestors, Thou wilt do well therefore to send messengers to them: and give them the right hund
of fellowship, that they may know our purpose and be of good heart and cheerfully scttle duwn to
their own business.
27 The king's letter to the nation was as follows:
28 King AAntiochus to the senate of the Jews and to the rest of the Jews, greeting, 1T you fare well,
2g it is as we wish; we too are in good health. Menclaus has informed us of your desire to return
- 30 home and attend to your own alfuirs.  Those Jews then who return home up to the thirticth day of
~ 3t Xanthicus shall have vur friendship, with full permission to use their own food and to observe their
32 own laws as of yore; none of them shall be molested in any way for any unwilting offence.  More-
33 over, | have sent Menclaus te reassure you,  Fare ye well,  Written in the hundred and forty=cighth
year, on the fifteenth day of Xanthicus, '

XL %“‘Bethlmmn {BeBgodpar, gen. after cvmyylrar as in 1 Mace. xi 4, xiil. 3, &) in 1 Mace: iv. 29 is the strategic
fort of Beth-zur, commanding the bighroad from ferusalem to Hebron,  The i d. o ywres irypses = thinty: stadin) for
aratiovs is probably an attempt to correct the error of placing B. 20 near to Jerusalem, unless the writer (or his source)
confused the place with another of the swie nane in the vicinity of the capital; v g, et Sihin (Grisim), o5 Kelr-et=Tir
fon the Mount of Olives, ¢p, Schick in fudest. Lxplor, Kool Guaeterly, 1895, p. 371 The wysieme-reckoning, which
brings up its distance to 150 stadii, would almost harmonize with the statemen: Of Euselivs that Beth-zur lay 160 stadii
from Jerusalem, but this reckoning never occurs clsewhere in 2 Maccabees (cp. xii. g, &c.).

6. a good angel. Cp. xv.23; Tobit v. 21. He came in white apparel, the co ional guise of angels.

14. induce the king. Text corrupt.  Translition omits drayeigem,

e S e ool sprelen wn Aoy o and political snse of e (see below, Je

regas in 1 Mace, vill 20,&¢., s its i itical sense of S (see \ VET 34

l;’mnm. Possibly the same as the Absalom of 1 Macc. xiii. 11.
21, the month Dioscurus. The Auwwenpofiov of A, £c. jcp. the Swonopidon of V in ver. 28) is either a corruption
!I-A-m by sume MSS. in Tobitii. 12; Addit. Esth, xiii. 6, as an equivilent for Adar), or sume intercalary
Dystrus and Xanthicus fcp. below, vers. 3 md;ﬂi.o:.mp@d»ﬂy.nnﬂmformw{u.th
third month of the Cretan calendar), Mkmn&unl-ﬁmd.lmhmﬂdtmllmhnmil

m meant (e = Marcheshvan, the Mapaovivgs of jml:#us. Andig. 1.7k 3, &e. ), and the name botrays the King's
 love of introduc ast
29. to

Hellenic novelties into the very calendar of the East.
return home. Literally “to go down* (i. e. from Jerusalem to the country-districts).
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II MACCABEES 11. 34—12. 20

34 The Romans also sent them a letter to this effect :

Quintys Menunivs snd Titus Manlius, ambassadors of the Romans, to the nation of the Jews,
a5 greeting.  With reference to what Lysias, the king's kinsman, has granted you, we hercby give our
36 consent.  Asg for the puints which he decided were to be referred to the king, send some one at once
37 to advise on them, thal we may act in vour interests.  We are off to Antioch ; make haste, then, to
3% send some of vour number. that we may know what your mind is. Fare ye well. Written in the

hundred and forty-eighth year, on the fifteenth day of Xanthicus.

XIL, 1=45. Fresh campaigas of Tudas.

12 ¢ After these agrecments had been concluded, Lysias went away to the king, while the Jews
= devotal themselves 1o husbandry.  But some of the local governors, Timotheus and Apollonius,
the sun of Gennaeus, with Hieronymus and Demophon, and also Nicanor, the governor of Cyprus,
1 would net et them alone or leave them at peace. Some inhabitants of Joppa also perpetrated the
follmwing ceime: they invited the Jewish resiilents to embark, with their wives and children, in boats
which they provided, as if they meant no harm at all but were simply acting according to the public
4 regulations of the town,  The Jews agreed to go, since they wished to be peaceable and had no
suspicions ; but, when they were out at sea, the men of Joppa drowned no fewer than two hundred
sof them. Now when Judas heasd ol this brutal cruelty to his fellow-countrymen, he summoned his
i men, called on God the righteous Judge, and attacked the murderers of his brethren, setting fire to
7 the haven by night, burning the boats, and putting to the sword those who had fled thither,  Then,
as the town was shut against him, he retired, intending to come back and extirpate the entire
# community of Joppa. And on learning that the inhabitants of Jamnia meant to carry out the same
gy kind of plot against the local Jews, he attacked them also by night, and set fire to the haven and
the flect, so that the glare of the light was seen at Jerusalem, two hundred and forty furlongs distant.
1o Now when they had drawn off nine furlongs from thence, on their march against Timotheus, they
11 were attacked by no fewer than five thousand Arabs, with five hundred horsemen, and a stiff fight
was waged in which, by God's help, Judas and his men won the victory. The vanquished nomads
besought Judas to be their friend, promising to give him cattle and to be of service in other ways,
rz and Judas, with the idea that they would really be of use in a number of ways, agreed to keep
peace with them ; whereupon, after pledging friendship, they departed to their tents.
13 Healso fell upon a town which was strongly fortified with earthworks and walls, and inhabited
14 by a mixed population; its name was Caspin.  The inhabitants. relying on the strength of their
walls and their ample provisions, scoffed insolently at Judas and his men, and, more than that,
15 blasphemed and uttered cries of impiety; but Judas and his men, invoking the great Sovercign of
the world, who without rams and instruments of war had laid Jericho low in the days of Joshua,
16 made a furious attack on the walls, and, capturing the town by the will of God, they massacred an
unspeakable number, so much so that the adjoining lake, which was two furlongs broad, looked as
though it were filled with the deluge of blood.
17 Drawing off seven hundred and fity furlongs from thence, they mada their way to Charax, to the
1% Tews who re styled Tubieni. Timotheus they did not find in that locality ; he had gone off without
19 achieving any suecess, and left behind him in a certain post an extremely strong garrison, But
Dosithens and Sosipater, captains of Maccabaeus, sallied out and destroyed the troops left by
26 Timotheus in the strorghold, over ten thousand mien.  Whereupon Maceabaeus, arcanging his men
in divisions, sct a leader over each division, and hurried after Timothcus, who had with him

54 Titus Manlius. 10 163 1 G, two years later than the date of this letter, n certain Manius Sergios was one of
the envoys 1o Antioches Epiphanes { Polybius, sxxi, 9. 6], and in 164 8.¢. T. Manlius Torquatus went on a mission to
Egype (Livy, =il 111, but there is no record of any Koman envoys to Syria bearing the names of Q. Memmius and
T, Manius (or Manlissi. Niese (72'L), in his desire to identify one of them, ds the reading Mavios Epmis)
it Mimos oo, and takes Tiros as the corruption of 4 name ending in -tius. Dut this is too heavy a price to pay
ll'ult‘ I\rmhm:mg thiv Distario oty of the passage.  For mpordirny (svsen) = mpeadorgs (AQgaties) sce | Mace. 3iv, 32, 5v, 17,

‘hilemon g,

AL 6, thither. L. to the coast, where refugees from the interior were trying 1o escape by sea.

13 earthworks. For ybupoie (om, V, Syr., &c) read yepipass (55, VE. = firmam pentibus) with Grimm and
Bamplueasen, n sense of *embankments* or *carthworks™.  1n 1 Mage v, 26-36 Judas, during. his raid into Gilead,
caghures Casphion mmny othe twas, amil subsequently (46 £) storms Ephron, an ‘enmndf,m-‘ town.,  When
2 yrun ' is retuingd lire, (U onay be identified with this Ephron, ns the * Gephyrus® of b v, 70, 132, or with
Hes o which had o Bge reservolr adjucent (ver, 161, Otherwise the town's name, Caspin (or Caspis), must be
connocted with Casphor, Le. the modemn el-Museirit, * the great station on the Hq‘j} road ' (so G. A. Smith, Fom el
Litlia, \. 707-B, who presmances Furrer's identilication of Casphon with Chisiin as * philologically improbable *).

20. over each division. Reading rois, Gimm's conjecture for the MSS. atrovs.
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11 MACCABEES 12. 2142

d twenty thousand infantry and two thousand five hundred cavalry.,  Now as seon as
! ‘the onset of Judas, he sent forward the women and children and also the
called Carnaim, which was hard to besiege and difficult of acces awing to fts
on all But when the first division of Judas appeared in sight, panic seized
e en , who were terrifies]l by the manifestation of Him who beholdeth all things ; they ook
fight i all directions, so that many got hurt by their own men and wounded by the peints of
another's swords, while Judas kept up 4 hot ilmmm. putting the wicked wielches to the sword,
24 and destroying as many as thirty thousand men, Timotheus himself fell into the hands of Dositheus
~and Sosipater, whom he adjured with plenty of specious giile to spare him and let him go, on the
E&nd‘ r that he had the parents of many und the bpothers of sume in his power, and thit gf he werg
: released) it would be the worse for them. 5o, to sive their Lrethien, they let him go, after he
1 soletimly pledged himsell with many an sath to restore them wnhurt.  Then jud?:i attacked
#7 Carnaim and the temple of Atergutis, massnoring twenty=five thowsand persons, and after this reut
~and slaughter he made war against Ephron, a strong city, where Lysias had @ residence and where
the inhabitants came from all nationalities. Stalwart young men drawn up in front of the
a8 walls offered a resolute defence, and the place held ample stoves of suliviy engimes and duasts, but
the Jews invoked the Sovercign who crusheth foreibly thie strength of his cnvimies, and got the city
#g into their hands, destroving as numy as Lwenty-five thousud of the inhabitants.  Sciting out from
thence they marched in haste against Seythopolis, which is six hundied furlongs from Jerasalew,
- 3e but since the local Jews testified to the poodwill shown them by the Scvthopalitans and to their
31 humane conduct during periods of misfortune, they simply thanked them and enjoined them to
continue well-disposed to their race in future. Then they marched up to Jerusalem, as the feast
of weeks was close at hand.
38 Afterthe feast called Pentecost they hurried against Gargias, the goveror of Jamnia. who came
34out to meet them with three thousand foot soldicrs and four hundred cavalry, And whea they
38 Juined bautle. it came to pass that a few of the Jews fell,  But o man Dosithos, Belonging to the
ubieni, who was o powerful horseman, caughn hold on Goegias and, gripping s mantle, dragged
him off by main [orce, meaning to capture the accursed wretch alive, A Thracian horseman bore
31 down on him, however, ind disabled his arm. su that Gorgilus maniged o escape to Murisa.  Aml
as Esdris and his men were now cxhausted by the long fight, Judas called upon the Lord to
37 show he was their ally and leader in the fight: then, raising the war-cry and songs of prase in the
language of the fathers, he made an unexpected rush against the thops of Gongias and pouted them,
38 And Judas took his army to the town u} Adullam, where, as the seventh duy was coming on, they
39 puritied themselves iceording to custom anid kept the sabbath, Nest iy, when the toougn of Judis
went—as it was high time they did—to pick up the corpses of the slain, in order to bring them
40 home t lic with their kinstolk in their fathers” sepulehres, they discoveved ander the <hires of every
one of the dead men amulets of the idols of Jamnia—a practice forbidden the Jews by law.  All saw
41 at once that this was why they had purished, and, blessing the (cdelings) of the Lord, the just Judge
42 who revealeth what is sceret, all ‘betouk themselves to supphication, beseeching that the sin com-
mittet] might be wholly blutred out; and the noble-hearted Judas exhorted the people to keep them-
selves from <in, after what they had seen with their own eyes as the resalt of s comimitted by those

21, Carnaim. ‘The Carnaim of 1 Macc. v. 26, 43, where Derk8to, the fish-goddess. icp, W, R, Smith's Aeligion of
Semeites®, pp, 17155 Cheyne in Eugrel. Hiblica, i, 379), was worshipped as Aturgatis (see below, ver. 26),
26, Then, &c. Resuming the narrative of ver, 23, alter the interlude of vv. 24-25
-:_?. is, the Bethshan of 1 Macc. v. §2, is so named m Judith ii. 1oand Polybius v. 0. 4 (cp. Rix, Tams
- Tetament, pp. vi2don Though o Hellenistne town under e Syrian power, 0 was ot btterly anti-Semit wt
5

2. Jamnia. The change (Grotivs) of "Wevpaius into 'lapseias brings the narrative more into line with ver. 4o,
I Mace, v. 58-9, and Josephus, Aas, X1, viii. 6 (where Gorgias is cu!.lmi Tlapsring rrpatapic).
_ 35 Dosithens. LEvidently a different man from the Dositheus of ww. 19 and 24, For rof Basgsopoe read {with 19,
62, gs;. 50 Niese) réw TovBuwior (Tofmrav). ositheus belonged to the Tubieni Jews of ver, 17.
: The Pupyiar o A ady B &0y, 5 Mure probubly & comection of "Hodjae, due 1o the focling that Esdris
r the pame cp. + Chron, xsvii. 261 his not histherto been mentioned, tian of "Kelpe (1 e pricsts called after Earg,
swald). The epitomist, with characteristic carelessness. hivs forgotton to transeribe frum Jison wony previods allusion
p Jewish captiun ; hence the ubruptoess of his introduction.  The earhier part of the eng seems o have
i, &ubmdhh&llh:hmm&mdinm.ﬂ,ijsmnnntv-ithcih&m' « proves successful in

“arm of Adullam. Net far from Marisi (the Mareshah of 1 Macc, ¢ 66); ep. Micah i 15 = Chron, 867 ;

themselves. i.e. from the stains of recent contact with pagans as well as of bloodshed.

40. a practice forbidden. Deut. vii 26, &¢.  These iy mmﬂrlﬂkluh.mumtnl
Robertson Smith, Religion of Nemited, pp. 208-9, and L. Lias witfud. Zawbersoesen, pp. $6-7).
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IT MACCABEES 12, 43—18. 22

41 who had fullen. e then collected (rom them. man by man, the sum of two thousand drachmas of
silver, which he forwarded to Jerusalem for a sin-offering. In this he acted quite rightly and
44 properly, bearing in mind the resurrection—for il he had aot expected the fallen to rise it
45 would have been superfluous and silly to pray for the dend—and having regard to the spl of
the gracious reward which is reserved for those who have fallen as in godliness—a holy and
pious considerativn ! Ilence he made propitiation for the dead, that they might be released from
their sin,
XN 1=26.  Lysias and Eupator forced to make terms with Fews.

13 1 10 the hundred and forty-ninth year tidings were brought to Judas and his men that Antiochus

i,

20,

2 Eupator was marching with large troops against Judaea, accompanied by Lysias his guardian and
chancellor, vach commanding a Greek force consisting of a hundred and ten thousand foot-soldiers,
five thousand three hundped cavalry, twenty-two elephants, and three hundred chariots armed with

pseythes,  Menelins ale attached himsell to them and, making loud pretences of patriotism, abetted
Antiochus—not that he cared for the safety of the fatherland, but because he thought he would

4 be appointed to office. But the King of kings stirred the anger of Antiochus against the
seotmdrel, amd, leariog from Lysias thar e was responsible for all the troubles, he ordered him to

& be takon o Beroca and put to death there in the local fashion. For at Beroea there is a tower, fifty
cubits Bigh, Glled with (hot) ashes, and a revolving contrivance which drops the victim sheer into the

nashes.  To this they bring any one who i~ guilty of sacrilege or other heinous crimes, and they all

7 push him on. to mect his doom. By such a [ate it befell that Menelaus, the law-breaker, died,

Kpot even getting a grave in carth,  And this was petfectly just. Many a sin had he committed
against the altar, whose fire and ashes were holy ; by ashes, then, he got his death.

4y Now the king was coming in hot indignation to inflict on the Jews the very sorest of the sufferings

1< that hasd befullen them i hus faher’s time. But when Judas heard this, he bade the people call day
and night on the Lovd that he would succour them, now if ever, as they were on the point of losing
v the L, theis counten and the holy temple, and that he would not allow the people, after their brief
1o and devent revival, o fdl into the hands of profune pagans, Now when they had all done sowith one
accord, and implored the merciful Lord for three days without ceasing, weeping and fasting and
i dying prostrate, Judas addressed them and ordered them to get ready.  After consulting privately
with the elders, he determined that, before the king could throw his army into Judaea and master
14 the city, they would march out and decide the issue by the help of God. So, committing the
outcome of it to the Creator of the world, and charging his men to fight stoutly, even 1o death, for
5 Jaws, temple, city, country, and polity, he pitched his camp near Modin, and, giving his troops the
watchword of VicToky 18 Gon's, he and a picked body of his bravest young men made an onset
by night upon the royal tent and slew as many as two thousand men within the camp; they also
16 stabbed the chicl elephant and his mahout, and finally, after filling the camp with panic and
i confusion, got away trinmphantly, just as the day began to dawn, This was due to the help of
God's protection.
te Adwer this taste of the Jows' prowess the king used stratagem in attacking their positions. Thus
he moved upon Beth-sura, i strong fortress of the Jews, was vouted, dashed at it (again), was worsted.
21 Judas got the neeessarizs of life conveyed to those inside.  But Rhodocus,a Jewish soldicr, betrayed
the seerets of the Jews to the cnemy | scarch was made for him, he was arrested and imprisoned.
22 Aguin the king made overtures to the residents in Beth-sura, pledged his right hand, took theirs,

41 man by man, eor’ ddpoNoeior (Swete) or xar' andpadeyiar (V, 74, Fritzsche) is a corruption of ear’ dvdpa Aoyiar
{44, 71, cp. Delssmunn’s :’»‘r‘:‘ra'r-.)‘nrr.-'u, PP. 21G-20) Or Aoyeiar. 'Am kjlowing xaraoxeviopora is 1o be omitted (with
52, 55, 74, 105, 243) 4s a gloss, The sacrifice for the dead is recounted in such a way as to suggest that the wnter
anticipated, not unnaturally, objections to it va the score of novelty. 1t is, from the religious standpoint, one of the
remarkable contributions made by this book to our knowledge of contemporary Judaism.

XIII 2. elephants. The clephants and their maliouts (ver. 15) were imparted by the Seleocid monarchs from
India.  “Phe “fatile deviee ' of the seythed chariol Gappu & (i, coerrus falcentus) was used as late as the batle
of Magnesia (cp. Livy xomvii. 4o-1), * but it may be questioned whetber after the experience of that day they were
used again * (Bevan, House of Seleucus, i, 200},

. Nothing atherwise s known of this lacal custom at Beroea (the modern Aleppo), * but suffocation in a pit full of
ashs wid 4 revugibeend Perniu punis , and unc frequently intlicted upon offenders of a high class ' (Rawlinsan).
See Ovid's Jbis, 317-18.

6. they bring, Heading duivee 1 Niese) for the unintelligible drwrer of the MSS., and spowfoiow below (* push
oti '} for the sposwduiow of the MSS.  With 7-8 cp. iv. 26, ix. 5-6, Wisd. xvi. 1. -

15. stabbed. Kuading ¢ vresvmoe (cp. 3il, 233, Grithm's mgenious correction of the meanin; worifigeerv of the MSS.

17. just ms . . . dawn. This. Omuting (with V) the 3 after imogaooions and adding (with V, so Niese) & after
voiro.  Judss still believed in night-attacks (viii. 7),

21 R uppnmdml more leniently treated than the earlier traitors (x. 32).

22. pledged his right . took theirs. &c. See xii. 12, The writer, or the source which he is hurriedly recapitu-
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Il MACCABEES 18. 23—14, 21 ‘
, attacked the forces of Judas, was defeated, heard that Philip who had been left as

mmmmmmwmm; peace 1o the
oath to all ‘equitable conditions, came to terms them and offered
honoured the sanctuary and the sacred Place, behaved humanely, took gracious farewell
3 ) weus, left Hegemonides in command from Plolemais to Gerar, went to Ptolemais,  The

men of Ptolemais felt sore over the treaty: they were excessively indignant with the Jews and
6 wanted to annul the articles of the agreement. [Lysias advanced 1o the béma, defended it as well
mw convinced them, pacified and won them over, departed to Antioch.  Such wiis the course
of the king's inroad and retreat.

XIV. 1-46. Tutrigucs and threats of Nicanor.
3 Now after the space of three years Judas and his wen learned that Demetrins the son of Seleucus
2 had sailed into the haven of Tripolis with a powerful army and fiset, and b sefzed the cauntry,
gafter making away with Antiochus and Lysiws his guardian. Aad Alcimus, a former high-priest,
who had voluntarily polluted himsell in diys when there was no trafiicking (with the Genules), and
who therefore judged he was no longer sufe and that he was now deburrel catirely from the holy
4 altar, came ta king Demetrivs in the hundred and fifty-first year with the present of a golden crown
and palm, and, in addition to these customary gifts, some of the olive-hranches from the temple.
5 The first day he said nothing:  But when he did get a chance of lurthering his infatuated enterprise,
on being summoned to confer with Demetrius and being asked alwul the temper and aims of the
6 Jews, he roplied: Tt is the Jews called THasidacans, led by Judas Macoibacus, who are keeping up the
7 feud and stirring sedition: they will not let the kingdom settle down in peace.  Wherefore, deprived of
8 my ancestral glory~ I mean. the high-priesthood —I have now come hither, primarily from a sincere
concern for the kiny's interests, and secondly from anxicty on behall of my own fellowsvitizens ; for
g the recklessness of the aloresnid party has involved our nation in 0o small misfortune.  Neguaint
thyself, () king. with the details of this business. and take measures on behalf of sur cnuntry and our
1o sorely tried nation. according to the gracious kindness which thou showest to all.  For as long as
1t Judas is alive, it is impossible for the State to be at peace.  When he said this, the rest of the king's
Friends, who cherished ill will against Judas, hastened to inflame Demetrius still further against him,
s2and, after instantly summoning Nicanor, formerly master of the clephants, and apjpointing him
13 governor of Judaen, he dispaiched him with written instructions to tmake away with Judas and o
14 scatter his troups and to set up Alcimus as high-priest of the great temple.  Now all the heathen
throughout Judaea, whom Judas had driven to fight, flocked to juin Nicanor, anticipating that the
15 misfortunes and calamities of the Jews would mean gain to them. Dut when the Jews heard of
Nicanor's inroad and the onset of the heathen, they sprinkled exrth upon their heads and solemnly
invoked Him who had established his own people to all eternity and who ever upholds those who
16 are his Vortion with visible aid.  Then, by order of their leader, they at once started out amd joined
17 battle with them at a village called Lessau. Now Simon, the brother of Judas, had already
encounterctl Nicanor and, thrown suddenly into consternation by the foe, had sustained i ténporary
18 check. Nevertheless, Nicanor shrank from deciding the issue at the swond's point, as he had
heard of the manliness amd the courage shown by the troops of Judas in fighting for their country,
19 He therefure sent Posidonius and Theodotus and Mattathias to give amd receive pledges of friend-
20 ship. After full consideration, when the propoesals were laid by the general hefire the trongs, and
-2t it appeared they were all of one mind, the compact was agreed 1o, wnd a day was fixed for the two

lating, glosses over the fact that the fortress was starved into surrender (1 Mace, vi. 49-50), and that Judas was routed
Iq:’olqﬂms, Anty X1, ix. 5). _ )
23. Cp. v. 23, ix. 2g, where a different tradition emerges, It was really Lysias, not the king, who was upset by the
news of Philip's move u.'lp. 1t Mace. vi. 55 £)
cmonides 1 . ek

24 pepimmalngn |3 L Loy Gyepdion, the swry (8 guidty of amother listorical error in making
Lysias appoint Judas as governor. 1o thie wordl is more preobubly a prroper neme, foessed on e analogy of Horpin,
L ially as arparmyiv would otherwise be superfluovs, _

Gerar, For Fepppar (V), = ‘the inhabitants of Gerrha*, read Tepapreds (!;:ﬁ:pﬁﬂr 55) = Gerar, SE. of Ga=m (50
Ewald), or Garar (Syr.), i & Gerer (Gasira) near Lydeda (1 Mace, o 28 330 The phease means © from Tl i
the north 1o G. on the south’,  Gerrha (Gerea), between Riinocurn gl Pelusiom, beloonged at this time o Egyp.
Hence, unless the writer is held guilty of a serious error, the other reading is preferabie.

X1V, 3. voluntarily polluted himself, &c. The Hellenistie proclivities of Alcims were ravated, to the

#dw‘n:md.hym dm-i; h;in;d-:m heen I'nﬂ(md 1w au;gpl Sym-Greek custome, he had not the
‘excuse of any syncretistic current ng his high-priesthood (cp. ver. 38).
i u.'u;:?_luummvmm A suleciam (mequuyudevxires vin ‘Tnidas) apparently based on the analoguis

uses of geiyay rus = ‘1o fly from one” (e. g. Herod. v. 62),
16 Lessau, The w. /. 3eswani is connected by Ewald with the Adasa of 1 Mace. vii. 40, 45 ; otherwise neither
17. & temporary check. Reading Apayéws (V) instead of Spadiss (A, 19, 44, 62, &c.).
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Il MACCABEES 14. 22—15. 7

27 leaders 1o mect by themselves. A litter was carried forward from cach army; chairs of state were

placed : Judas stationed armed men ready in suitable positions, lest the enemy should spring any
33 treacherous attack ; they carviced through the conference duly.  Nicanor stayed a while in Jerusalem.
sy and did nothing amiss: he even disbanded the hordes who had flocked to join his standard ;
25 he kept Judas always beside him: he had become heartily attached to the man, urged him to
marty and beget children.  He did marry, settled down, and enjoyed life,

Bt when Aldimus < their matual goodwill, he got hold of the treaty which had been concluded
and went 1o Demotrivs, alleging that Nicanor was ill affected toward the State, since he had
sy appointed that conspisador Judas to be his succexsor. At this the king fell into a passion

andl, exusperated by the cidumnies of the scoundrel, wrote to' Nicanor that he was displeased

at the compact, and ordered him to send Maccabacus instantly as a prisoner to Antioch,
ax Nicamot wits confounded by this news and sadly vexed at the thought of annulling the terms
2o arrmnend, as e i had done no wrong,  Howover, as the king could not be gainsaid, he bided
30 hiw time o cry ot the business by o stratagem. But Maccabacus noticed that Nicanor was
treating liny with less friendlinessand behaving more rudely than was his wont ; so, reckening this
harshness was of a sinister character, he gathered a considerable number of his men and hid from
o Niganar, The Litter conselous that he haed been pluckily outwitted by Judas, swent to the great and
holv temple, while the pricsts were offering the usual sacrifices, and commanded them to deliver up
41 the man, And when they swore they did not know where the man was whom he sought, he
stretched forth his right hand toward the sanctuary, and swore this oath: Unless you hand over

Judas as wmy prisoner, 1 will raze this shrine of God to the ground, and break down the altar, and
14 erect on this spot a temple of Dionysus for all to see,  With these words he went away.  But the

priests stretched forth their hands to heaven, invoking Him who ever fighteth for our nation, thus:
15 0 Lord, who hast no need of aught, as it hath pleased thee to have among us a sanctuary where thou
A6 dwellest, so0 now, O holy Lord, from whom is all hallowing, keep free (rom defilement for evermore

this house so lately cleansed, and shut every impious mouth,
a1 Now mformation was laid before Nicanor against a Jerusalemite elder called Razis, a patriot who
was very highly csteemed, and addressed as Father of the Jews on account of his benevolence. For
= in hygone dass, when there was no tradfickmg (with the Gentiles), he had been accused of Judaism,
doand had most resolutely risked body and life for Judaism. So Nicanor, with the intention of
4o showing his hostility to the Jews, sent over five hundred soldiers to arrest him. For he meant to
41 strike a blow at the Jews by this arrest.  But when the troops were on the point of capturing the
tower, lurcing the outer door of the courtyard and calling for fire to set light to the doors, he fell
42 upon his sword. sceing he was surrounded on every side; he preferred to die a noble death rather
43 than fall into the scoundrels’ hands and suffer outrages unworthy of his noble character.  Owing to
the hurry of the strugale, however, he missed his stroke, and, as a crowd of men was now pouring
through the door, he pluckily ran up to the wall and threw himself bravely down among the crowds.
43 They drew back at ence, so that he fell between them cn the open street.  Still alive, however, he
got up in a fury of anger and ran, with blood pouring from him, sore wounded as he was, right
16 through the crowds ; then, standing on a steep rock, his blood now drained from him, he tore out
his bowels, taking both his hands to them, and flung them at the crowds. So he died, calling on
Him who is lord of life and spirit to restore them to him again.

20

XV. 1-36. Atrack, defeat, and death of Nicanor.

15+ Now, feaning that Judas and bis men were in the region of Samaria, Nicanor determined to

2 attack them without any risk upon the day of rest. And when the Jews who were forced to accom-
%han)' i s4id, Destroy them not so savagely and barbarously, but show honour to the day which

& e o beholdeth all things hath hidlowed in his holiness, the thrice-accursed wretch asked them

1 there wis o Sovercign in heaven who had ordered the observance of the sabbath day. And when
they declared, There is the living Lord, himself a Sovereign in heaven, who bade us observe the

& seventh way, he veplicd. | 106 am a sovervign on carth, and my orders are to take arms and execute
the king's business.  Nevertheless hie did not succeed in executing his shocking purpose.

6 Now Nicanor, in the height of his overweening pride, had determined to evect a public trophy of

7 vietory over Judas and his men ; but Maccabacus still ceased not to trust with absolute confidence

24. the hordes, i. e. the supporters mentioned in ver. 14, i

35, and shut every impious mouth. 5o 19, 62, dysiler 3 miv grdpa dwpor (Ppdfas . . . e, 64, 93a), and S,

42. A higher motive for suicide than in the case of Prolemy Macron (x 13).

XV, 5. he @id not succeed, Xc. The writer gives no account of what 1 ired. The ose of the is
simply Lo exalt, in ule-Phurisaic and unhistorical fashion (cp. 1 Mace, r?i?‘;s}. the m M%
Maccabaean anny, i
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11 MACCABEES 15, 8-16

e would obtain help from the Loed, and exhortes] his compuny not to dread the onset of the
, but to kecp in mind all the help they had formerly received from heaven and to expect at
hour the victory which would be theirs from the Almighty ; anid comiirting thew out

v the prophets, as well ay recalling the struggles they had endured, he mude them

for the friy),  Then, after rousing their spirits, he issned his orders, and at the same time

P out the heathen’s perfidy and breach of their oaths, e armed cach man, not =0 much with
‘eonfidence in shiclds and spears as with the hewtening which eomes from wards, and alsa

12 cheered them all by recounting a reliable dream, 4 sort of vision. I'his was what he had seen . Onias,
“the former high priest, a good and great iy of stitely hearing yet geacis in 7, witllsspok
and trained from childbood in all points of virtue < Oniis with autstretched hands invoking blessings

130n the whole body of the Jews; t another man in the same attitude, conspucusus by s grey

vy hairs and splendour, and invested with marvellous, majestic dignity.  This, Onias explains! to him,
is the lover of the brethren, why prayeth Tesvently for the pevple amil the holy city. Jeremiah the

:z prophet of God,  And Jeremah heled vut s vight hund o presest Judas with @ golden sword. and

1h as he gave it he addressed Bim thus o Take this holy sword a a gift from God, and with it theu
shalt crush the foe.

17 So, encotitaged by these truly heroic words of Judas, which Tiul the power of pousig young suuls
to valour and stirring them o manliness, they determined nut to piteh camp but manfully 1o set
upun the foe and. by engaging them right vidiantly hand to hand. 1o decide the issug, since the city

18 and the sancusary and the temple were in danger.  For their ansicty about wives and children, as
weell s about brethren and kmsfulk, weighed less with them than ther suprenwe and chicl anxiely

19 about the consecrated sanciuary.  Whereas those left behind in the city were uneasy about the

10 encounter in the open country, and suffered no shight anguish. All were mow wititing Tur the eviticl
moment. the enemy had now united their forces and drawn up their line of battle. the clephants

2 were artanged for easy action, and the cavalry stationed on the wings, when Maccabans, surveying
the hordes in front of him, with their varied weapons and fierce elephants, hield up his hands to
heaven and called upon the Lord, the worker of wonders, for he knew that victory is nor decided

22 by weapons but won by the Lord for such as He judgeth to deserve it.  And his prayer was in these
terms: Thou, Sovereign Lowd; diclst send thine angel in the diuys of Hezekiah king of Judaa, and

23 he slew as many as a hundred and cighty-five thousand of Sennacherib's host; 50 now, O heavenly

24 Sovereign, send a good ange! before us to scare and terrify the foe; by the great strength of thine

25 arm may those who have blasphemously assailed thy holy sanctuary be utterly dismayed.  And as

26 he ended with these words, Nicanor and his men advanced with trumpets ‘and pacans.  But Judas

27 unel Ius shen joined battle with the enemy, calling upon God and praying , aimd o fighting with their
hands, while they prayed to God with their hearts, they slew no fower than thirty-live thousand men,

28 mightily cheered by the manifest help of G The battle vver, they were retarning with juy, when

29 they recognized Nicanor lying dead in full armour: a shout of excitanent arose. they blessed the

30 Sovercizn Lord in the language of their fathers and he who was ever in body and scul the protagonist
af his fellow-citizens, he wha retained through life his youthial patrotism, oidervd Nicamor's head

At and arm o be cut off iwnd carried o Jerusalem. When he wmived there, and had called his country-

32 men together and set the priests before the altar, he sont for the garizon of the citadel, showed them
the vile Nicanor’s head and the impious creature’s hand which he had suvtched out vaumtingly

13 against the huly house of the Almighty : then, cutting out the impious Nicanor's tungue, he said he
would throw it piecemeal wo the birds and bang up the rewards of his insensate fully opposite the

A4 sanctuary.  And they all lifted o heaven their ery of blessing to the Lord who had manifested

35 himself, saying. Blessed be e who hath preserved his own 'ace undetiled. And ke hung Nicanor's

36 head from the citadel, a clear and conspicuous token to all of the Lovd's help,  And all decided, by
public decree, never to let this day pass uncelebrated, but to celebrate the thirteenth day of the
twellth month—called Adar in Syriac—the day before the day of Mordecai,

liﬂfl' a sort of vision. KReading trop re for imp re. This intercessory function of the saints is denied in Slav. En.
1.

20, united their forces. Reading cvuufiarroy (V) for mpooubdarrur (A

21. and fierce elephants.  Omitting, with V, isi wrpos efmagor.

24. sanctunry. Keading wadr (V) for Amiv (A}, Cp. xiv. 33

33 the rewards qﬂlllhl_lfﬁly. 1.6 the sutilated bead and hand (ep. 1 Mace, v 47 ), which were the
amiserable mumue il lis insensate attack on the Jess, The ctudel was notin the hamds of the Jows & thas poriod,
Thowever, but by a Syrian mﬂu
34 to heaven . . . to the . Cp. 1 Macc, iv. 24, 35
3 35- Cp. 1 Sam. xxxi. 10, Judith siv. 1. For “head * oas o rendering of spomaur) K.V, prefors  head and shoulder”
{ep. ver. 30).
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11 MACCABEES 15. 37-19

XV. 37-39. Epilogue of the epitomist.

37 Such was the history of Nicanor: and as the city was held from that period by the H
3% [ will make this the end of my story, If it has been well told. if it has been skilfully such
30 was my desire ; but if it is poor and indifferent, that was all I could manage. For just as it is bad
to drink wine alone or again to drink water alone, whereas wine mixed with water proves at once
wholesome and delightiul, so the skill with which a book is composed is a delight to the taste
of readers.
And here shall be the end.

37. the citv was held from that period, A\ pious exaggeration : the citadel was not captured by the Jews till
142-141 I.C,, and Antiochus Sidetes recaptured the city in 133 B.C. )

3. This verse carries on the thought of the first part of the preceding verse; it has nothing to do with the second
part. The writer expresses himself obscurely, although the obscurity may be due to some corruption of the text, but
it &5 elvar thit lie s oot conguetng graphic and g passages in his narrative 1o wine and water, as if defending the
blend of the two. He did his best, he pleads, to be ponted. For good style, blended with sound matter, adds to the
reader’s profit and pleasure ; facts alone, and style alone, are alike inferior to this combinition of histery and literature,
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